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Introduction
It was pleasing to see a good standard of responses from candidates this year, especially 
in Q7 (essay question). Candidates wrote well about countries of their choice, displaying a 
good knowledge.

In general, the three sections of this paper covered all topic areas. Overall, candidates 
responded well to all questions, but it was noticed that some candidates lacked knowledge 
of simple terms in some topics. 

Candidates performed well, generally, across all questions. It was noticed that the quality 
of language is improving, despite the use of colloquialisms. There was also some mixing of 
letters because of that. Grammar was generally better this year.
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Question 2
The majority of candidates answered at least four out of the five parts, correctly. 

A significant number found Q2 (b) challenging. 

This question was a good exercise to find synonyms and it demonstrated candidates’ 
comprehension. However, some candidates did not give the same structure as the words 
given. For example, if an adjective was given, they gave a noun. 

There was some confusion in Q2 (d), where candidates were confused whether to write 
لضفألا  or لضفأ

Generally, candidate's responses to this question were good and it seemed that they found 
the text interesting and relevant.

This candidate gave all of the correct synonyms, 
including 2 (b), which was challenging for most 
candidates.
This shows a very good knowledge of vocabulary.
5 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 3
Most candidates performed well on this question, scoring 3-5 marks. 

However, some candidates still put two vowels on the letter. There was also some evidence 
of lack of knowledge of basic grammar, for example putting a Sukoon on the first letter, or 
Shadda in the wrong place. 

There was a small number of candidates who applied the vocalisation arbitrarily.

This candidate demonstrates an excellent knowledge 
of Arabic grammar, with all details covered.
5 marks

Examiner Comments



6 GCE Arabic 6AR01 01

Question 4
Some candidates answered incorrectly because they forget to go back to the text.

The majority of candidates responded correctly, choosing the right words from the list 
provided. 

Even so, when filling the gaps, some students confused (لخد)income, with لخد (came inside) 
and problems لكاشم was used instead of traditions.

This response gives all of the correct answers. 
5 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 5
This question needed more focus from the candidates.

They responded well to this question. Most candidates wrote full answers, using their own 
words. 

Some candidates found parts of Q5 (b), (d), and (e), challenging. 

Grammar and spelling were generally good. However, some candidates could not gain marks 
because they copied straight from the text.

This candidate answers all parts of the question correctly except 
one, for which they were not far from the accepted answer.
They use their own language. There is a high level of accuracy 
and good use of structures, so a high mark is awarded.
13 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 6
This question was generally answered well, by a majority of candidates. 

For most candidates, the meaning was maintained. There was a feeling that there was an 
enjoyment factor in answering this question.

However, there was a number of responses where candidates lacked the appropriate 
vocabulary.

Many candidates were not sure how to translate 'young men' and 'young women'; they used 
'guys' for men and 'girls' for women (ءاسنلا - لاجرلا). They also did not know the English 
word for جيلخلا. 

Most candidates wrote 'alkhaleej' or the 'Middle East'. 

Many had difficulty with translating terms like 'communication equipment', 'institution', 
'commercial studies' and 'consumer behaviour'.

Candidates also wrote wrong numbers and percentages, which demonstrated a lack of 
knowledge of Arabic numbers.  

Although there was a significant improvement from previous years, a small number of 
candidates neglected to translate the title.
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An excellent response: very accurate transfer of 
meaning, showing knowledge of idioms and expressions.
9 marks

Examiner Comments
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Question 7
Candidates related well to this topic and responded very positively. They reflected on their 
holiday experiences and gave their own independent views about their original countries, or 
countries they visit themselves. 

The majority of candidates showed a consistent understanding of what is required to 
present as advertising information, to promote a visit to a chosen country.

They covered the first point and justified their answer. Candidates also gave examples of the 
places that they considered were worth visiting. 

Candidates mentioned the food and dress, which showed their awareness of Arab culture. 

However, Part 3 of the essay was rushed and neglected by quite a number of candidates. 

The third point was only partially-covered, because candidates did not give solutions to the 
problems that tourists may face.

Despite the fact that it was a clear and precise question, there was a very small number of 
candidates who did not pay attention to the instructions and invited people to visit a Non-
Arab country, such as Turkey, the United States of America, Italy and the Maldives.

Although some students answered well, they used colloquial language.
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This is a very good response.
The candidate starts with a good introduction, names the country, gives 
reasons, and recommends places.
The candidate also lists some problems and suggests solutions. They would 
have received a higher mark had they elaborated more on the last point.
The language is varied, appropriate and almost always fluent. There is 
excellent communication and a high level of accuracy.
39 marks

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

• Read the texts in comprehension questions; understand it before you attempt the 
questions. It will be useful to revisit the text whilst answering, especially if you are not 
sure

• In the gap-filling question, you have to use the words given in the box and not your own 
words

• In Q5, you have to use your own words as much as possible, to gain the five marks for 
'language quality'

• For the translation question, read the whole text including the title. Understand the 
meaning and then start translating. Do not forget to translate the title

• For Q7, read the stimulus well, read the question, understand all of the bullet-points, 
then cover them all. Remember: an introduction should not be long.

Teachers are advised to:

• Cover all of the topics equally. Make sure that the candidates use the level of vocabulary 
required for this level

• Make sure that candidates are familiar with the rubric by practising with past papers, 
and use the mark schemes

• Read the Principal Examiner’s report and address all of the issues mentioned in it
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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