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Introduction

The GCE Arabic A2 examination consists of three sections. Section A: Reading and Writing,
Section B: Translation and Section C: Essays on chosen topic(s) and/or text(s).

Candidates have 3 hours to complete the exam and should spend their time on each
question according to how many marks are awarded for the question.

GCE Arabic 6AR02 01 3



4

Section A

The candidates are examined on their reading skills, and can be awarded a maximum of
14 marks.

Question 1

The text was suitable for candidates of all abilities, and provided an opportunity for all to
gain substantial marks. It discussed the art of sculpture and the skills of the artist when
choosing the subject and medium, but also contrasting the methods used in architecture.
Most candidates responded positively to all parts of the question.

The majority of candidates successfully answered question 1.
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(Total for Question 1 = 14 marks)
TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 14 MARKS

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This response scored 11 out of 14. Questions 1(a) to 1(e) are
answered well, but then marks are lost on 1(f). The candidate
did not mention "Size" in part (i) and "Study of light" in part (ii).

@ ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Firstly read the text thoroughly, then read
the questions and go back to the text to
locate the answers. This is because one is
expected to make notes, and then answer the
questions using the vocabulary in the text.

Make sure there are no spelling mistakes.
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The following response achieved full marks (14 out of 14) for section A.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate demonstrated that they followed
the text, with understanding of its meaning.

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Take this sample as a standard for
the approach to Section A.

In this next sample, the candidate has perfomed poorly, with an inconsistent approach to
answering the questions.
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(Total for Question 1 = 14 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 14 MARKS

Resultstlus

Examiner Comments

The text should be read carefully, and the
question read at least twice before answering.
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Section B

Candidates are examined on the transfer of meaning from English into Arabic. The
assessment focuses on the Quality of Language, with a maximum of 10 marks available.

Question 2

The text discusses the effect of learning and speaking languages on the brain. Scientific
research suggested that the person who speaks more than one language has a lower chance
of developing dementia.

Most candidates answered this section, with varied scores (depending on ability and
the command of both English and Arabic). Some candidates did not use the provided
word "dementia" (IJg,-9) and instead wrote >spo04bl.

This is a sample of an excellent answer, where the transfer of meaning has been
successfully conveyed.

SECTION B: Translation
Question 2

Translate the following passage including the TITLE into Arabic.
You do not need to vocalise your translation.

Languages Could Help Your Brain

FA
: Scientists in Canada have found that the :.kltlslwefi ed to use two or more languages may delay the
onset of dementia® in elderly people, They believe that learning languages strengthens the brain's
ability to perform under stressful conditions. New research has been done tnFetermine if using more

than one Ianguagerhwcally changes the brain. A D‘E‘D'l"‘"' 5
) ed L

Early results Ggest that it does, and found that, Jan average, patients with one language were
diagnosed with dementia five years earlier than people using two.

- ._,.4'...- u...l.'ﬂ-ll ﬂp '-_,-‘5.‘_; ;_;rJ. _ﬂg_,‘l)ﬂ-:ﬁl r,L'Il.""‘"":'
These Canadian scientists wlll now stidy further in countries with people that speak many languages,
such as in Europe and the Middle East,
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

We can see the specific Arabic words chosen for the
translation. It shows the candidate was confident and
knew both languages. This is achieving one of the
aims of the specification, demonstrating the skills and
knowledge required for students taking A2 level.

A
Q ResultsP
Examiner Tip

Understanding the text is one of the primary goals
to be able to succeed in Section B. Then with careful
planning, the order and style of the translation can
be achieved. This is shown in this sample.

us
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

As can been seen in this sample, very few words
out of the whole text were spelt correctly.
Grammatical rules have not been followed and
the transfer of meaning is almost non-existent.

OO ResultsP

Examiner Tip

It is important to learn standard Arabic
(with the four skills, plus good vocabulary).
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Section C

For this section candidates need to acquire knowledge and understanding of Arabic culture
and/or society. They need to demonstrate an ability to organise and develop ideas for their
chosen topics/texts, and to show an ability to write accurately and effectively in Arabic in
response to a choice of essay titles.

Question 3 (a)

The Q3(a) topic discussed the political struggles/revolutions in the 20™" Century. Some
candidates answered this question with good knowledge with relevant points and a degree
of independent thought. Others spoke of 21st Century events and were therefore unable to
score marks regardless of the quality of the essay.

Question 3 (b)

Q3(b) asked candidates to discuss some countries in the Arab world that suffer from water
shortages. Candidates should choose one country and discuss the features of that crisis, the
political, social and economic effects, and the possible solutions.

This response achieved the maximum mark, because of the factual information about the
topic, which was correct, relevant and well integrated into the essay.
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Examiner Comments

% ResultsPlus

Very few spelling mistakes, good sentence
construction, an excellent range of vocabulary and
use of terms. Organisation was extremely clear and
effective, with a coherent development of ideas.

OO ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip
One should be aware of current affairs in

the Arab world to be able to effectively
answer questions to the required standard.
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Question 4 (a)

This question explored culture and Arabic arts. The candidate was free to choose one of the
symbolic statues or portraits in city squares that commemorate the contribution (politically,
socially or culturally) of the subject, and discuss its background/history (and why it was
created).

This question was popular and many candidates wrote about Sheikh Zayed, Saad Zagoul,
Nasser, Qadaffi, Sadam Hussien, Sultan Al-Atrush, and also poets and artists such as Umm
Kalthom, etc.

Question 4 (b)

Candidates were asked to discuss an Arabic play from any Arab country, whether they read
it, or watched it live or recorded. This question was unpopular, however those who did
answer it either gave an excellent response or a very poor one.

The excellent responses were on plays that the candidate had personally watched or read,
to which they provided a summary, brief storyline and personal opinion. The poor responses
were from candidates making up plays adapted from popular TV dramas (e.g. Bab el Hara,
Al-Quds, etc), and then gave an inadequate account; some individuals even took a topic
such as Divorce and attempted to present it as a play.

The following is an excellent example: a strong account of the play, its background, the
storyline and a well balanced opinion.

Ques‘c ign 4):
0 s WS (Py by d ot * \pauwh0en a3 Aclinn) duy e LBl (1 JuB
Doy gk O\ 5335 e dod Q) o dr pudl 10 & s ekl g st
3P 5K i PasV il 2 s 3 dola a0y Claaldl L) (8 5825 Jn B 1w
cepm @1 aIAL gy o
@J{mi PP ST 5\,'}\ Bodaiis b gl QoM a5’ Alp ,:“.H prndl 3
FO N OSIPTE N B PRI R WER SUCIPI WA ASUR P ten sy | 51

PRI IR R I IPP EETE TR SRR N R

cepasdl g s o 13 U7 ye

GCE Arabic 6AR02 01

15



16

iyn Tyt oo Bk By g NS ) dpm citin \y 15 ) Py I34) 21
aigpe Cm0) Wl Do)l v Zayll O 5P ol Yoy GRS
OL N A RERE PV T~ PR AP CRE . SR PR IPENICW e LU | Y

WS 030 Yo JIN gl 52 03 3ob @ \gaa 9l Wl VRN

(Catnd\ Dl g3 195 3 AN o el Gzl i) A )0 s i,
ezl ¢ I 0ip b 5 gl

Ao e 3171 2 o) o) B (il b 86 3 s g BREAS COVST Ly N o]
e 28y oY wiub 2lod % sl 1io ol guiseect i) oin ML 23,

G el & Brapes 23> gk azy) o gmr o By Lzl 19 o) 5 il gaasill
Byl w52 ath) gylirl g ) G2 O p BlPAl) Chls 6Ds + st Loyos ,

o NG a5 80 gE et 02 1 ) Bl e ZAS
AR M“i‘w@g\ﬁ*ﬂ&h‘-ﬁ TR CACIUSTIN R .!,eai (gg*.j.:-’
G O35 104143 {o Mokl Ao ¥ IS s ey sedl e

3 TS PR I ST apl

ol oWy 2ol dl s CAS RS\l LD e Al ae S 1AL -1

GCE Arabic 6AR02 01




§ il u5p ol pdizd (0181 (e Glame dor o Lp'h- o Saaa Culsil 012
DS (gt oWy Lol Do b o plp LT 15,9) i cqpablly S0
89 o\ @ 315N g it Lo a0 Fe0 0) Qo9 min il 0l Ll iy Wiaie
SOV g o gl

v a5 oulid o FANOY ) 25 s Ols S EN 2P 555 (B bl iy L
B e 25 o g 0t \ 2y Ja3) \asie 150 8, Lo PNV
A bak o Pl ahad o) b 42,03 il S | BBy Lok e

Lo oy Ao L s ls\om o b e omib 01 (P o)) oig e

o by eyl ?u'*xs.

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The organisation and development is logical and clear.
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Question 5 (a)

The topic of this question covers Culture and Arabic social life, namely Divorce. What are
the reasons, and its advantages and disadvantages; how to preserve family life?

This was a very popular question amongst candidates, who gave strong opinions citing the
negatives and positives of divorce and suggesting how to maintain a healthy family life.
Responses were generally very good.

This is a good example of a balanced response, giving various opinions and reflections on
the topic.
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ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

It was very obvious that this topic is a major issue in Arab society. Some candidates

wrote personal accounts of how divorce affected them. The most common themes from
responses were the difficulties of arranged marriages, miser / violent husbands or poverty.

Q ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Candidates are advised to read the question carefully and divide the
points in the question. Discuss the issues, mention the positives and
negatives, then personal opinions.
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Question 5 (b)

This question asked candidates to discuss customs and traditions for welcoming a new born
baby into the world. The question reflected on the culture of different religions and sects in
society. There was a positive response to the topic.

Question 6 (a)

This is the first question based on the text, The Thief and the Dogs, to explain the nature of
the relationship between Saed and his mother, his wife Nabwia, Noor and Sanaa. This was
the most popular text question. Candidates generally gave excellent answers.

Unfortunately some candidates made a summary about the story, and scored low marks.
Some candidates wrote 6 pages on this question, but either simply gave a narrative of the
story or spoke of other characters.

This is an excellent response, answering the question directly.
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Examiner Tip

Results#!

Examiner Comments

Some candidates based their answers on the film, which

The answer is well balanced, taking an o o S .
objective view of the roles the women has significant deviations from the orgininal text. It is of
had on his life great importance for candidates and their teachers not

i to rely on the film to understand the novel.
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Question 6 (b)

The question focused on the spiritual relationship between Shiekh Ali Al-Junadi and Saed,
who often came to him seeking help. He was unable to help Saed with the practical
advice he wanted, and spoke on a spiritual level that Saed couldn’t understand. Some
candidates interpreted this as a criticism of an elitist approach to religion, rather than
religion itself or as a reflection of Saed’s insensitivity.

The following is an example of a good response.
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

oy L

The candidate has taken a planned and
balanced approach to the question, making
an effort to discuss more than one view.

O H

5\ Resultst
Examiner Tip

Don't provide a narrative of the novel: that is not

an answer. Read the story, analyse the themes
and characters, and reflect on their significance.
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Question 7 (a)

This question was based on the fables from Kalila and Dimnah. The purpose of these stories
is to teach morals. Candidates should write an account about the story and how the moral
was conveyed to the reader. This year, the question based on Kalila and Dimnah was less
popular than previous times, however those who did choose this question provided good
responses.

Question 7 (b)

Q7(b) is an open question based on the fables from Kalila and Dimnah. Candidates were
given the freedom to choose any fable in the collection, and discuss its purpose and the
moral behind it. Candidates should write an account about the story and how the moral was
conveyed to the reader.

Question 8 (a)

This was the second most popular question after Q6(a), asking candidates to explain their
own opinion on the role of place and to describe some of the places relating to Ismael, and
to reflect on the different lifestyles of people.

Overall responses were good: however some candidates lost marks due to basing their
answers on the film adaptation, which had a number of large differences, such as Ismael
going to Germany in the film, but England in the novel.

This is generally a very good response.
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Examiner Tip

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Have a clear and effective organisation

To achieve full marks, all the factual information
and development of ideas.

needs to be integrated into the essay.
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Question 8 (b)

Q8(b) discusses the personality of Dr Ismael, how it was formed and how it was affected
whilst growing up in the district of Assayda Zaynab, and later in England, to explain spiritual
values against materialistic values.
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Paper Summary

The most important issues that all teachers and candidates must address are grammar
and spelling. Often there are responses where even basic grammar is non-existent;
for example, plural, dual, verb conjugations, and use of preposition words (if, but, for
etc). The Specification provides a list of all the essential grammar for GCE Arabic. To
train candidates for spelling proficiency, teachers can dedicate lessons to dictation. The
benefits will be corrective spelling and phonetic awareness. Students should be able to
differentiate between i/ ¢ -3/ 5->/,0 &/ J - etc

Clarity of handwriting is a continuing issue. An extra consideration for candidates with
an URDU or FARSI background is to learn the significant difference between Arabic script
and these other languages.

This year candidate responses seemed more confident, with genuine analysis and
opinion.

Section A is a comprehension task, and answers to each question should be extracted
from the text. A large humber of candidates achieved full marks in this section. Those
who did not, lost marks due to missing out questions or not reading the text fully and
giving time to understand it.

Section B is a translation task to transfer the meaning of a given text from English into
Arabic. The majority of candidates successfully achieved this; however teachers need to
teach with a variety of texts for translation practice.

Section C was divided into categories; Topics and Text. Arab History in the 20™ Century
was popular, though unfortunately many did not distinguish between events of the 20
Century and that of the 215t Century. Teachers need to explain to GCE candidates the
emphasis on 20™" Century, not 21t

The Culture and Social topics produced very good responses, but where candidates
based their answers only on personal experience, their responses lacked substantiation
or varied points of view.

The text questions produced fantastic essays, yet still some candidates forgot to answer
the question and instead wrote a narrative of the novel or of film adaptations.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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