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Introduction
In 6AR02/01 candidates are required to understand, make written responses and research 
upon authentic Arabic material.

The unit is divided into 3 sections, and is to be completed within the 3 hours provided. 
Section A: the candidates will be examined on their reading skills, and will be awarded a 
maximum of 14 marks. Section B: candidates will be examined on the transfer of meaning 
from English into Arabic. The assessment focuses on the quality of language, with a 
maximum of 10 marks available. Section C: to perform well in this section candidates 
will need to acquire knowledge and understanding (K/U) of Arabic culture and/or society. 
They will need to demonstrate an ability to organise and develop (O/D) ideas for their 
chosen topics/texts, and to show an ability to write accurately and effectively in Arabic in 
response to a choice of essay titles. Candidates will need to show evidence of independent 
judgement, to present and justify their points of view; using the language (Quality 
of Language, QoL) of ideas and abstract concepts. The total mark for each essay is a 
maximum 26 (13 K/U, 10 O/D & 5 QoL). 

This report will provide examples of candidates' work for selected questions, together with 
tips and comments, elaborating on constituent key features and questions of each of the 3 
sections of the exam. 
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Question 1

This question explores reading and writing, using a text containing information about the 
history of translation since the Abbassine to the Mohamed Ali period in the 19th century.

The text is divided into three paragraphs with six questions covering all candidate levels.

Q1a: This is straightforward; most candidates answered this question according to the mark 
scheme.

Q1b: This is another straightforward question, most candidates answered this question 
according to the mark scheme (MS). However, some candidates were confused with the 
differences between the sub-questions; but were not penalised for this. 

Q1c: Following the same trend as Q1a & Q1b, most candidates were able to answer the 
question correctly, as according to the MS.

Q1d: Due to this question only having a maximum of one mark, candidates either got the 
right answer or an irrelevant answer; the occurrence of either result was generally equal.

Q1e: This question was understood by the majority of candidates.

Q1f: Question 1f (i) and (ii) have a weight of two marks each. More often candidates 
achieved full marks, but a number of candidates repeated themselves by providing the 
same answer as they gave in other questions.

Candidates need to understand that it is not possible to have two questions with the 
same answer in this exam. The students should be able to differentiate between eras, i.e. 
Abassine, Mohamed Ali and contemporary periods. 
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 In this example the candidate has provided the correct answers with 
a mixture of tenses. In spite of this, it is easy to understand what 
the candidate means, and so a mark is awarded. 

Examiner Comments

 In this example the candidate has provided the correct answers with 
Examiner Comments

 The time provided for this exam is suffi cient enough to go through 
each question, and determine what is required before writing. 
Candidates should remember that an answer for one question 
cannot be used in another. It is good practice to refer back to the 
text for comprehension questions and to show attention to detail.  

 The time provided for this exam is suffi cient enough to go through 
Examiner Tip
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Question 2

Section B is the translation exercise of approximately 100 words of English to be accurately 
translated into Arabic. This was generally completed to a satisfactory level. This was 
straightforward and accessible. Candidates found the material to be challenging, but were 
able to provide acceptable variations of the MS guidance answer. Almost all candidates 
could answer the question, however there were 4 common errors that prevented some from 
achieving top marks.

Almost 90% of candidates failed include the word "both" in their translation. Instead of 
translation of the "science" as a method of study/research, they understood the word to 
mean the subject (such as Physics or Biology).

Some candidates used the word for roof, instead of the correct word "ceiling”.

"Iran" is an incorrect translation of the word "Persian".

Some students did not use the translation of "Caligraphy" which was provided with the 
English text.  
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     Question 3(a) 

   This was not a very popular question for candidates. Some answered this question according 
to the MS, citing the 20th century civil wars in Lebanon, Sudan or Somalia. Unfortunately, 
candidates who referred to the irrelevant 21st century civil wars in Syria, Libya and Yemen, 
or even confused the meaning of "civil war" altogether by writing about the confl ict between 
Israel and Palestine or Algeria and France, could not score any marks.  

          

 

 Question 3(b)    

This question is about emigration. Candidates should have mentioned the reasons and 
results. Arab emigration to cities and abroad for work in the 20th Century: reasons could 
be poverty, rise in population, a decrease in mortality, over-populated rural areas, improved 
agricultural techniques and machines causing a loss of jobs for labourers. Some candidates 
answered this question according to the MS, but others incorrectly chose just their own 
country and moving to the US or Europe for study/treatment.  

 

 

 

 This is an example of an 
excellent response, scoring 9/10. 

Examiner Comments

 This is an example of an 

Examiner Comments  Translation is a specialised skill that requires 
practice and care. It is important to read 
the passage fi rst, to get a clear idea of the 
content. Then to work carefully, checking 
vocalisations and spelling in particular. 

 Translation is a specialised skill that requires 
Examiner Tip
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Question 4(a)

This question asks the candidate to write about a novel published in the last ten years and 
to discuss current Arab issues/problems, with substantiation. Unfortunately, a large number 
of candidates did not respond to this question correctly as they chose a TV series, film or 
play. They completely failed to discuss an actual novel, author or even the events of the 
story. Nonetheless, very good candidates chose novels such as Yacubian Building by Abbas 
Assawani, or other stories by Zakaria Tamer, Khairy Shalabi or Sultan Al-Qassemi; achieving 
high marks.

Question 4(b)

This question was very popular. It asks for examples of folk dances in the Arab world, in 
which some candidates demonstrated a broad knowledge of different types of dancing. 
Dances such as Debka in Lebanon, Iraq, Palestine, Jordan and Syria with different 
variations, Raqs Al-Assaya in Upper Egypt or Yola in UAE. 

Candidates answered this question by describing the meaning of the dance and its story, 
the costumes, music and the symbolism they represent (e.g. Religion, Entertainment, 
Nationalism or Social events). Some candidates however, concentrated on just Belly-dancing 
resulting in very limited essays of about 90 words (which should actually be approximately 
250-350 words). 
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 This candidate’s essay demonstrates 
the opportunity provided by the 
question to write about different types 
of folk dancing, showing the skills of 
the candidate by using a varied range 
of vocabulary and expression.  

Examiner Comments
 This candidate’s essay demonstrates 

Examiner Comments
 Candidates should go through the specifi cation 
and study the topics and recommended grammar 
areas. Students of GCE level should read Arabic 
texts (books, newspapers, magazines and the 
Internet). A group project could be made for 
each topic in class. Additionally, candidates 
should read the question carefully and emphasise 
the main points they will cover in their response.  

 Candidates should go through the specifi cation 
Examiner Tip
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Question 5(a)

The question asks candidates to discuss "Charity Begins At Home". Good responses included 
the connection between the rich helping the poor in Arab countries, religious involvement 
and charitable organisations run by volunteers. Some candidates lost marks because 
they kept referring either insular view points (charity to immediate family members), or 
producing accounts of obscure practices involving marriage or employment (giving a job to 
an unqualified family member), this subsequently inhibited them to extend to the required 
minimum of 250 words. 

Question 5(b)

The question is an open one that allows the candidate to choose either inventions or 
traditions that the world has benefitted from.

Even with the opportunity to choose any tradition, many candidates wrote about shisha/
hookah (Water-pipe smoking), however shisha was invented in India by a Persian doctor 
in the 16th century. Some suggested that the world benefited from the traditions of Arab 
hospitality, for which there is no evidence. Both shisha and hospitality are completely 
irrelevant answers that produce no rewardable marks.

Good candidates who chose to discuss traditions mentioned coffee, the use of the Red-
Carpet for VIPs and child benefit. Those who chose invention had a huge variety to explore 
from such as exporting the concept of zero to Europe, the discovery of lens, the camera, the 
Astrolabe, the Compass and modern pharmaceuticals. 

Question 6(a)

The question gives candidates the choice of concentrating on any part of Said's life, both 
before and after entering prison. This was the most popular question from the whole paper. 
This was because it gave an opportunity to criticise and evaluate Said's actions and amend 
these to how they personally would have dealt with the various situations he encounters. 

Successful candidates answered this question according to the MS, and achieved high 
marks. Those with low marks unfortunately had a very narrative approach, writing about 
the full story but neglecting what was asked for in the question. There was often a lack of 
sufficient analysis, and also some candidates incorrectly focused on the film rather than the 
book. 

 

Question 6(b)

The question is about education in the novel and the importance of the role it played 
throughout the story. Candidates were expected to give examples of how society can 
be let down by the promises of the educated and those in control. This was the least 
popular question of the exam.  
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  Question 7(a) 

   This question asks candidates to relate the story about the King who had a bird called 
'Fanza'. The moral of the story is that if you are afraid of someone, or do not trust them, 
then it is better to avoid them and prevent them from having the chance to cause you 
harm.  

   Candidates were expected to mention this moral in their response, as well as the actions of 
those in the story. Then they should give their opinion about both with logical reasons. The 
majority who chose this question achieved a high mark.  

        

 

 Question 7(b) 

  The question is about a hermit who has a visitor. Candidates were expected to discuss 
the moral of the story. High scoring candidates expressed their personal opinions and 
demonstrated the benefi t they gained from its wisdom. 

    

 

 Question 8(a) 

   The question requires the candidate to describe Ismael's society, with examples of its 
customs and traditions. Then they should comment on the positive and negative aspects 
of this with reference to examples from the book. This question was popular and well 
answered, yet some candidates did not read the story and instead relied on the fi lm which 
had a number of obvious alterations to locations and plots.  

      

 

  Question 8(b) 

   A small number of candidates answered this question about the tangible and metaphoric 
senses.  

 

 

 

 

  

 I strongly recommend that candidates read the story and analyse the characters 
and plot. I ask my colleagues (teachers/tutors) to make sure that their candidates 
have read and studied the story, practising a variety of questions based upon it.  

 I strongly recommend that candidates read the story and analyse the characters 
Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary

This year the standard of language has improved and it is obvious that candidates have 
had more practise with past papers than last year; for which I am pleased to see and 
congratulate you.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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