G053:  Developing and Creating Websites

Sample Assignment 1
Phoenix Rocks
This assignment will allow you to meet all of the assessment requirements for G053:  Developing and Creating Websites.  You should look at the Assessment Evidence Grid in the Unit Specification to check what you need to demonstrate in each task to achieve each mark band.
Your evidence for this unit needs to include:

· An evaluation of commercial websites that have been downloaded,

· Design notes for a website with at least three pages together with detailed plans for the publishing of your site,

· Annotated printouts of your web pages in WYSIWYG format identifying the features and techniques used,

· Annotated printouts of your web pages in HTML formatting identifying edits to script commands to change the page layout,

· Evidence that your website has been tested,

· Evaluation of your website the tools used to produce it and of your own performance. 

Phoenix Rocks are group of friends who love to perform classic rock and roll songs in front of audiences throughout the midlands. Their performances are slightly different from other bands as they promote “Free and Easy” entertainment where anybody who can play a musical instrument can join in with them on the stage. Mike, the manager states: “Phoenix Rocks are all about involving everybody no matter what their age or musical ability. The band is all about relighting the passion of music in people’s hearts and making rock and roll popular again”. 
Mike is tired of posters and flyers and wants a new way of promoting the band and their “music for all” philosophy. Some of the band members are “senior surfers” and have told Mike about the benefits of an online presence. He is particularly interested in being able to show case the bands talents through sound and video on the internet, and being able to update fans on the bands activities on a regular basis. 
You have been asked by the band to investigate, design, create and test a website of at least three pages which can be used to promote their music and forthcoming events. So that the site is easy to maintain in the future, Mike thinks a maximum of six high quality pages would be sufficient.  
Remember to organise your work clearly with suitable titles, headings or labels; number the pages and include a contents list.  You should also make sure your name, candidate number and centre number are on each page.
Task a: Reviewing Existing Websites - to be handed in on or before ___________
Part 1

Using a search engine, find websites which will be similar to the one you are going to create for Phoenix Rocks.  
	TIP
	Try and find sites which offer different features and functions.


Part 2

Use screen shots to show your chosen web pages. As a minimum, annotate these to comment on the features used within them and the features you might use in your own website.
Try to expand your annotation in a table or report to clearly describe the features used in these commercial web pages, explaining which features you would use and which you would not use in your own work.
For mark band 3 you need to write a report which critically evaluates the design and structure of two websites from the ones you in found in part 1. Ensure you include screen prints to support your comments. Questions to answer during your evaluation could include:
· What are the aims, purpose and audience of the website?

· What are the good points of the sites design?
· What are the bad points of the sites design?

· How does the sites design meet the aims, purpose and audience?

· What improvements can be made to the sites design?

· What are the good points of the sites structure?

· What are the bad points of the sites structure?

· How does the sites structure meet the aims, purpose and audience?

· How does the sites design and structure influence your design choices?  
	TIP
	When evaluating you need to comment on the design and structure. Design refers to how the pages look, features used and contents. Structure refers to how the pages link together and if the content is where you’d expect it to be.  Why not assess the websites against the WAI standards so you have more to discuss.


Task bi: Website Analysis and Design - to be handed in on or before ___________
Part 1 
Produce analysis documentation for your proposed website including:
· What is the current situation?
· What are the problems with the current situation?
· What are the requirements of the new website (which will solve the problem).
· Who are the audience and what is the purpose of the proposed website?

· How will the website solve the problem?

· Details of any data inputs, processing and output which will occur. 
	TIP
	Don’t forget to check the assessment evidence grid so you include the appropriate amount of depth within your analysis notes for your target mark band. 


Part 2 
Produce a task list or action plan covering the steps you need to carry out to plan, develop and implement your website.
Ensure you leave space under your task list or action plan to make comments about how your work is progressing and to reschedule tasks if there are any major problems.
	TIP
	The use of a formal project planning technique e.g. Gantt Chart would be appropriate for this task. 


Part 3

Produce some initials ideas showing pages which could be produced, what could be on each page and different ways they could be linked together.
Part 4
Produce detailed storyboard designs to show how each page should look when they are made and a complete structure diagram showing how the pages will link together.  Ensure you plan to use an extensive range of hyperlinks, interactive and multimedia elements e.g.
· Templates, colour schemes and style sheets

· Animated GIFs

· Flash Animations

· Sound and video

· Forms 

· Interactive features, e.g. rollovers, validation messages, guest books, message boards, feedback forms, sending a message.

· Hyperlinks (text and graphic) within a web page, to another page on the same website, to an external WWW (world wide web) site, to e-mail, to an FTP server document,
Add annotation onto your page designs to justify the choice of font style, graphics, colour and hyperlinks planned.
	TIP
	For mark band 3 the annotation needs to be very detailed fully justifying your choices of font style, graphics, colour and hyperlinks planned – you may want to make these notes on a separate sheet. 


Part 5
Collect the graphics and other media required for your site. Produce a site index detailing which files will be on each page and their physical location within a file structure.
Task bii: Preparation to Publish - to be handed in on or before ___________
Part 1

Write a report which describes the following technical issues:

· What a domain name is,

· Which domain name is suitable for you site,

· Why the domain name chosen is suitable and possible alternative options,

Part 2

Write a report which describes the following technical issues:

· What a web server is and a brief overview of the hardware and software required to host sites,

· A location to install your site to, so it is visible on the internet,

· Why the install location was chosen and possible alternative options,

Task c/d: Evidence of Website Production - to be handed in on or before ________
Part 1

Using suitable web authoring software, create your designed pages. Remember to include an extensive range of hyperlinks, interactive and multimedia elements. The designs produced in task b should be used although slight alterations are acceptable.
Part 2

Print out the code from one of your web pages and annotate it, explaining clearly how at least three different HTML tags are being used to format the page.

Part 3

For mark band 2 of task d you need to show that you can edit HTML code manually by altering some of the tags to change page layout.
Show several examples of editing different HTML tags within the pages you have made. For each change you make, a print out of the code and a WYSIWYG screen shot is needed both before and after the change, with the alteration clearly highlighted and an explanation of what has been done.

Part 4
Manually add HTML tags to add components to the web pages you have made including:
· Tags to change the properties of text

· Tags which insert different types of image and other media

· Tags which add  different types of hyperlink

· Tags which  change the layout of the pages (layers or tables or style sheets)

· Tags for a user form

· Taqs which insert interactive features. 
For mark band 2 of task d you need to add tags for one of a graphic, a hyperlink or a table. For mark band 3 you need to add tags for a comprehensive range of components. 

For each tag addition you make, a print out of the code and a WYSIWYG screen shot is needed both before and after the addition, with the supplementary tags clearly highlighted and an explanation of what has been done.
Part 5
Print out your final pages, in colour if possible, and annotate them to identify the design techniques, hyperlinks, multimedia and interactive features used. Ensure you highlight hyperlinks, tables, images and colours used.
Part 6
Describe fully all of the design techniques, hyperlinks, multimedia and interactive features you used. You need to explain how and why you have used hyperlinks, tables, image types, colour scheme, style sheets, forms, frames and any other features used.
	TIP
	Include screen shot evidence showing how components have been developed. 


Task e: Testing Your Website - to be handed in on or before ___________
Part 1

As a minimum, produce a list of tests which can be used to check that your website is fit for its purpose, suits the intended audience, is functional and has been proofread.

For mark bands 2 and 3 your test plan needs to be, detailed and test all aspects of your website – including tests for different monitor resolutions. When writing your test plan you need to ensure that tests relate back to the design specification devised in task bi.

Part 2

Carry out the tests you have specified ensuring you have clear evidence showing the tests have been carried out. 
For higher marks testing in different web browsers needs to be considered. Mark band 3 of the task requires you to make a note of any corrective action required and document any revisions made to the site.
	TIP
	If you have uploaded your website to a server remember to test from its uploaded location as it may behave differently.


Task f: Website Evaluation - to be handed in on or before ___________
Part 1 

Produce a short evaluation questionnaire to gain feedback from visitors about the strengths and weaknesses of your site.  Ask several people to complete these and include them as appendices to your evaluation.
	TIP
	To add scope to your evaluation you could complete a WAI form to judge how accessible it is to visitors.


Part 2 

Write a detailed evaluation of your website covering the following points:
· Comment upon how well your website meets the needs of users – refer back to your analysis where you stated the audience and purpose of the site,
· Analyse the effectiveness of the various components used within your website and indicate why you chose to include them,
· Analyse both strengths and weaknesses of your website taking into account comments received from visitors and any issues raised by your completed WAI form,
· Based upon feedback received from visitors and your completed WAI forms, suggested improvements to your website,
· Critically analyse your approach to designing, implementing and testing your website. Suggest how the approach you adopted to develop a website could be improved next time.
	TIP
	Remember that structure, spelling, punctuation and grammar are assessed in this task. Ensure you check your work carefully so that errors do not remain. 
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I _______________________ (assessor name) confirm that the candidate named above has manually made changes to their HTML code and manually added HTML tags as indicated within task d of their portfolio.

Assessor Signature: ___________________________

Date: ___________________________
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