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TEXT 1

Single Mother Britain

Britain has more single mothers than any other major country in Europe … One in 15 homes in this 
country is headed by lone women with children, with only tiny Estonia having a higher percentage of 
households composed of single women with children.

Adapted from Source: Steve Doughty, Social Affairs Correspondent, The Daily Mail, Sat 02/04/2011   

Fig. 1
Lone parents with dependent children by number of dependent children, 

2001 to 2011 United Kingdom
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Source: Labour Force Survey, Office for National Statistics, www.ons.gov.uk,
Families and Households, 2011, released Jan 19 2012

TEXT 2

This report presents statistics on abortions carried out in England and Wales in 2010.

The total number of abortions was 189,574, 0.3% more than in 2009 (189,100) and 8.0% more than 
in 2000 (175,542).

The age-standardised abortion rate was 17.5 per 1,000 resident women aged 15–44, the same as 
in 2009, but 3% higher than in 2000 (17.0) and more than double the rate of 8.0 recorded in 1970.

The abortion rate was highest at 33 per 1,000 for women aged 19 and 20, the same as in 2009 and 
slightly lower than the highest rates in the year 2000 (34 per 1,000 for both 19 and 20 year olds).

The under-16 abortion rate was 3.9 per 1,000 women and the under-18 rate was 16.5 per 1,000 
women, both lower than in 2009 (4.0 and 17.6 per 1,000 women respectively) and in the year 2000 
(3.9 and 18.3 per 1,000 women respectively).

Source: Department of Health, Abortion Statistics, England and Wales, 2010
Published May 2011
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TEXT 3

The death rate in Britain has reached the lowest level on record, as most people now live into their 
eighties.

The mortality rate for men has fallen by almost a half over the past three decades according to The  
Office for National Statistics (ONS), and by more than a third for women. The drop is down to better 
medical care and healthier lifestyles, which has particularly affected the death rate as a result of 
heart disease.

Adapted from Source: Martin Beckford, Social Affairs Editor, The Daily Telegraph, 21/01/2012

Fig. 2
Achievement for 11 year old pupils in literacy and numeracy
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Adapted from Source: National Pupil Database, DfE, 2010 data, updated Feb 2011, England

 www.poverty.org.uk/25/index
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TEXT 4

Older mothers and immigrants have been behind the biggest baby boom for almost 40 years, official 
statistics show…

Foreign-born mothers accounted for 25.1 per cent of births, up from 15.5 per cent in 2000…

Source: Martin Beckford, The Daily Telegraph, 14/07/2011, data taken from Births and Deaths in England and Wales, 2010 Bulletin, ONS 

TEXT 5

More than 450,000 extra children will be starting primary school within the next four years, 
government figures show…

… some areas will see the number of pupils aged five and six rise by 10 per cent.

An emergency £500 million was released last summer to help local authorities provide extra school 
places.

Source: Victoria Wood, The Daily Telegraph, 11/01/2012
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