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Answer all questions.

There are 20 marks for each question.

 1 Wayne is 14 years old and his sister Lucy is 12.  Both children sometimes show aggressive 
behaviour, although Wayne does so much more often than his sister.

 (a) (i) Outline one biological explanation for the difference in frequency of aggression 
shown by Wayne and Lucy. (2 marks)

 (ii) Explain how environmental factors might have led to the difference in frequency of 
aggression shown by Wayne and Lucy. (5 marks)

 (b) (i) Outline one factor that strongly influences sex differences in the onset of puberty.
(2 marks)

 (ii) Suggest and outline one environmental factor that can delay the onset of puberty.
(3 marks)

 (c) Describe Baumrind�s research into parenting styles.  In your answer refer to the methods 
used and findings obtained. (8 marks)

 2 (a) According to Piaget, one key feature of the preoperational stage of cognitive development 
is egocentrism.

 (i) Using an everyday example, outline what is meant by egocentrism in this context.
(2 marks)

 (ii) Describe one test of egocentrism used by Piaget.  Refer to materials, procedure and 
interpretation of results. (8 marks)

 (iii) Evaluate Piaget�s use of this test of egocentrism. (6 marks)

 (b) Describe two other features of the preoperational stage of cognitive development.
(4 marks)
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 3 (a) For each of the following statements, explain whether it illustrates the influence of either 
genetics or the environment on language development.  Justify your answers.

 (i) Children in different cultures go through the same stages of language development.
(2 marks)

 (ii) Pre-school children who were adopted at birth usually speak with an accent very 
similar to that of their adoptive parents. (2 marks)

 (iii) Children start to speak at around the same age. (2 marks)

 (b) Describe Skinner�s learning theory explanation for language acquisition. (6 marks)

 (c) Evaluate Skinner�s learning theory explanation for language acquisition.  Refer to 
alternative explanations in your answer. (8 marks)

 4 (a) Outline what is meant by a critical period for attachment. (2 marks) 

 (b) Describe the development of attachment over the first three years of life. (6 marks)

 (c) Outline and briefly discuss one of Rutter�s criticisms of Bowlby�s view of maternal 
deprivation. (6 marks)

 (d) Discuss Bowlby�s view that children benefit most from a single strong attachment to a 
mother figure. (6 marks)

  
 END  OF  QUESTIONS
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