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AD02 � Investigation of 3D visual language 
 
ADO2 requires candidates to carry out investigations and develop 3D visual language skills in a 
vocational context. The responses to this unit have improved over the last two years although 
the work is still weaker than that produced for ADO1. There was some interesting ceramic work 
seen this year as well as 3D work on a larger scale. Some of the 3D outcomes were excellent 
and showed an imaginative use of materials such as wire, ceramics, glass and card and in 
some centres a wide range of 3D materials and processes were in evidence.  
 
There are, however, still centres that limit the range of 3D experiences only just fulfilling the 
requirements of the unit. Where a theme or brief allowed for experimentation with different 
processes, this appeared to be more successful and gave candidates an opportunity to 
investigate different media. Some candidates concentrated too much on trying to create a final 
outcome and this is not required at this level. 
 
ADO2 requires use of 3D visual language based on both primary and secondary sources (as 
outlined in the strap line accompanying the Assessment Criteria) and this was not always 
evident. Primary drawing, photography and research are a valuable way to start a project and 
should be encouraged. 
 
There were some strong examples of sketchbook work to record sources and explore 3D visual 
language as well as to investigate and develop alternative ideas.  
 
Evaluation for AD02 was weaker than evaluation seen in work for AD01 and lacked analysis; 
although in this particular unit a summative evaluation is not specified. Formative evaluation 
through annotation which explained the effectiveness of the work and suggested improvements 
was the most valuable. 
 
 
Mark Ranges and Award of Grades 
 
Grade boundaries and cumulative percentage grades are available on the Results statistics 
page of the AQA website. 
 




