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Section A
Answer all questions in this section.

Total for this section: 40 marks
Read Items A and B below and answer all the questions that follow.
Item A
Ethnicity is generally perceived as a useful concept in understanding the ways in
which social groups differ. Any society may include a number of different ethnic
groups. In Britain, as in India, Hindus, Jains and Sikhs express their ethnic
identity through festivals.
For example, Diwali, the Hindu ‘festival of lights’, involves, amongst other
activities, wearing new clothes and decorating buildings with small earthenware
oil lamps.

5

Item B
Some anthropologists claim that we negotiate our identity through the ways in
which we conform to socially expected norms or, indeed, reject those norms.
Our ability to shape or transform our identity, by using resources such as
symbols, history or language, means that we have a degree of control over our
position and roles within a culture.
However, other theorists reject this view and argue that our identity is largely
shaped by structural forces. For example, Marx claims that our identity is a
product of wider economic relations. Marxist anthropologists argue that, as a
result of these relations, individuals may find it difficult to shape or transform
their identity.
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10

0

1

Explain what is meant by ‘ethnic group’ and illustrate your explanation with an example,
apart from those mentioned in Item A.
(4 marks)

0

2

Identify and briefly explain two ways in which rituals may reinforce gender inequalities.
(6 marks)

0

3

Examine some of the ways in which rituals mark dying and death in different cultures.
(10 marks)

0

4

Examine the view that identity is created by the individual (Item B).
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Section B
Answer one question from this section.

Total for this section: 30 marks
EITHER
0

5

‘Personhood is understood in the same way by all people in all cultures.’
Assess this view.

(30 marks)

OR
0

6

‘Boundaries today are less important than in the past, both between different human
groups and also between humans and other entities.’
Assess this view.

(30 marks)

END OF QUESTIONS
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