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Introduction

Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor
examination technigue, or any other identifiable and explainable reason.

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be
downloaded from OCR.
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Paper 13 series overview

This series was the first of the new specification and, on the whole, the examiners were impressed with
the candidates’ engagement with the questions. Question 3 was new to Ancient History A Level and all
centres must be praised for the way they have prepared their candidates to deal with the assessment of
a modern interpretation. The examiners commented on how impressed they were with the level of
engagement of the key issues implicit in the modern interpretation and the credibility of the responses
from the candidates themselves.

The overall message is the assessment objectives are heavily weighted towards using, analysing and
evaluating ancient source material. Answers which give a broad narrative or offer unsubstantiated
statements such as ‘the sources show that...” are unlikely to achieve marks in Assessment Objective 3
beyond the lower two bands.

The vast majority of candidates coped well with the time constraints with very few examples seen of
candidates demonstrably running out of time.
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Section A overview

Overall candidates showed a good understanding of the main events in the period 492—-404 BC.
Responses both in the essay questions and the modern interpretation made good use of the evidence to
reach convincing conclusions. The better responses stuck to the precise terms of the question; the
evaluation of the evidence used was often convincing and pertinent.

To repeat the advice from the previous specification: evaluation of the sources must be specific to the
point being made. There was still far too much generic evaluation bolted on at the end of an essay,
which, quite reasonably, received very little credit.

Question 1

Section A: Relations between Greek states and between
Greek and non-Greek states, 492-404 BC

1* ‘Athens’ allies quickly learned that Athenians always tried to dominate the Greek world.” To what
extent do the sources support this view?

You must use and analyse the ancient sources you have studied as well as your own knowledge
to support your answer. [30]

Very few candidates managed to deal with both 'quickly' and 'always'. These words require a sound
understanding of the chronology of the period and the best answers clearly recognised that there was a
difference pre and post 478. Overall, candidates interpreted the word ‘allies’ to mean members of the
Delian League; no-one argued about whether Athens ever wanted to dominate Sparta. The various
revolts of member states were well discussed as well as methods used by Athens to control the League
members. The various decrees were used with a varying degree of success. Athens’ potential motives in
establishing an Empire were analysed well but the main weakness of the responses to this question was
presenting evidence from a narrow time range. The vast majority of responses dealt only with Athens
post 478 and too many answers were restricted to only 478-431. Candidates should be reminded that
questions without a specific date range refer to the whole period. Very few candidates explored the
source value of examining what the “allies realised” and instead gave their own interpretation of the
motives for Athenian domination as put forward by Thucydides.

Question 2

2* How far did the Peace of 446 BC address the challenges of the First Peloponnesian War
(462—446 BC)?

You must use and analyse the ancient sources you have studied as well as your own knowledge
to support your answer. [30]

Less than 10% of candidates chose to attempt this question. For those who did the responses were
polarised with those who had a secure understanding of both the challenges of the First Peloponnesian
War and the precise terms of the Peace of 446 and were able to discuss the extent to which the Peace
was successful in its aims, receiving marks in the highest bands. The less successful answers showed
little understanding of the details of the treaty and occasionally mixed it up with the Peace of Nicias. The
various treaties of the period are important, and their details should be known to candidates precisely.
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Question 3

3 Read the interpretation below.

How convincing do you find R. Meiggs' interpretation of Sparta’s position at the start of the
Peloponnesian War?

You must use your knowledge of the historical period and the ancient sources you have studied to
analyse and evaluate R. Meiggs’ interpretation. [20]

This question requires candidates to engage with the interpretation in front of them and, overall, this was
done well. There is no expected answer and candidates are free to agree or disagree with all or part of
the modern interpretation. There is no need for candidates to look to try to support their judgements with
the ideas of other modern interpretations as some responses looked to contrast the views by Meiggs
with other authors. The better responses looked at several of Meigg’s claims and discussed their
credibility by using their own knowledge of the period derived from the accounts of the ancient authors.

Responses occasionally provided evidence against Meiggs (e.g. the lack of support or lack of navy) by
referring to an incident in the later part of the War such as the Brasidas campaign or the victories of
Lysander). This shows a misconception in that the question clearly refers to Sparta’s position ‘at the start
of’ the War and he references events before the War or at the beginning. Better responses clearly knew
the period between 446 and 432 and the events and stuck to the claims in the passage.
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Exemplar 1
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This response received 20/20. This shows how the modern interpretation question could be tackled.
There is clear engagement with the extract by the candidate and the points made by Meiggs are broken
down and discussed convincingly. The candidate’s own views on the modern interpretation are
supported by reference to the candidate’s own knowledge and the ancient source material. There is a

good understanding of the period and the chronology.
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Section B overview

Section B is the ‘Depth Study’ and accordingly examiners expect more detailed understanding in these
responses than perhaps the larger and more open Period Study. The essay questions were both equally
popular and the better answers engaged fully with the precise terms of the question.

There were actually few examples of Level 6 answers for Question 4 with a large number of candidates
treating the question as ‘what does this passage tell us...” rather than ‘how useful...’. It is important that
the passage(s)/source(s) are mined for relevant information but that there is also some analysis of
source utility.

Question 4

Section B: The Rise of Macedon, ¢.359-323 BC
4 Read the passage below.

How useful is this passage for our understanding of why Alexander was successful as a military
leader? [12]

Most candidates managed to mine the extract to good effect citing many aspects of what the passage
shows us about Alexander as a military leader including his bravery, tactics, rashness and ability to
motivate his men.

Oddly some responses made no use of the extract at all and instead discussed ‘successful as a military
leader’ from their own knowledge and other sources. Needless to say, candidates should make use of
any stimulus printed on the question paper — it is there for a reason!

‘Usefulness’ was discussed well both in analysing the extract on the paper and the reliability of Arrian
including where he could have got his information from. Other sources which comment on Alexander as
a ‘successful military leader’ were used with a varying degree of success to discuss the utility of the
passage cited.

Question 5

5% ‘Philip was only interested in gaining glory for himself." To what extent do you agree with this
statement?

You must use and analyse the ancient sources you have studied as well as your own knowledge
to support your answer. [36]

This question was answered well by the vast majority of candidates who attempted it. There was good
evidence used from the sources from throughout Philip’s career showing that he was not ‘only’ interested
in glory with other rational motives put forward such as securing the borders and dealing with threats. His
reforms of the army, campaigns in Thrace and against the Thebans and Athenians were used as
evidence for Philip furthering his own glory.

The better responses supported their line of argumentation with clear and specific references to the
source material which was analysed to reach convincing conclusions.
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Question 6

6* ‘Alexander became increasingly ruthless in his attitude towards others.” How far do the sources
support this statement?

You must use and analyse the ancient sources you have studied as well as your own knowledge
to support your answer. [36]

This was a popular question with slightly more than half of the candidates opting for it over Question 5.
The main weakness was that responses became too narrative with many merely giving a plotted account
of Alexander’'s campaigns with some attempt, often underdeveloped, to interpret his actions as either
ruthless or not. The idea of ‘increasing’ was dealt with well by those answers in the highest levels, where
candidates were able to argue that Alexander did or did not become increasingly ruthless using sensible
examples such as his treatment of Philotas, Parmenio, Cleitus and the Branchidae contrasted with
examples of his clemency.

Like Question 5, the better responses looked to support their line of argument with clear support from the
literary sources which were detailed and evaluated to reach convincing conclusions. Generic evaluation
and a narrative approach were the main pitfalls which caused responses to be graded in the lower
levels.
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An essay which deals with the specific terms of the question including the idea of ‘increasingly’.
Examples of Alexander’s ruthlessness are well chosen and relevant. Judgements are supported by close

reference to the sources which are analysed and evaluated to reach convincing conclusions. The
arguments presented are developed and balanced.

Copyright information

Section A, Question 3 — R Meiggs, ‘The Athenian Empire’, p306, Oxford University Press, 1975.
Reproduced with permission of the Licensor through PLSclear.
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