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Introduction
In section B, there were three questions based on creative essays and four questions 
based on discursive essays. In the creative essays, Q02a and Q02b were the most popular 
questions. In the discursive essay Q02d was the most popular question. Candidates who 
attempted these questions scored either full or high marks.

In section C, there were four research-based essay questions, and the most popular was 
Q03d. The vast majority of candidates attempted this question and scored highly. The least 
chosen questions in this section were Q03b and Q03c.
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Question (1)
The translation was attempted well for most of the paragraph, however there were some 
more challenging parts that were translated correctly into Urdu by a very few candidates. 
These were the words ‘Our planet Earth', 'environment' and 'climate'. These were written in 
Urdu script as they were. The words ‘climate and environment’ were not translated by the 
majority of candidates because they wrote ‘mausam’ for both. Very few candidates used the 
words ‘mahau'l and 'aab-o-havaa’ correctly, hence they failed to achieve marks for these 
parts. 

This question was based on translation. Candidates were required to transfer the meaning 
into Urdu.
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The attached clip is a very good example of translation.
The candidate scored 9 marks, losing one mark for the word 
‘climate’ that has been used a few times in the translation.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should read the text properly and try to translate 
each and every word from the text into Urdu.
Candidates should not use English words in their translation, to 
avoid deduction of marks.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a)
This question was attempted by very few candidates and had mixed responses, from across 
the mark range. Some candidates wrote about a wedding, but others wrote about parties 
and how they got dressed to go to a friend’s birthday party. 

Most candidates scored reasonable marks, depending on their imagination and the quality of 
language. 

This is an example of Q2 (b), to test the ability of candidate to write a creative essay.
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This example is not a good creative essay. The candidate is not 
able to understand, organise and develop his answer and the 
communication is impaired at times by basic errors.
The candidate scores 16 marks out of 45.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (b)
Most of the candidates chose to continue with the story written in Q02b. This appeared to 
be an easier alternative to other questions for students. However, what the students did not 
seem to realise is that a great deal of imagination is required to gain high marks, in contrast 
to the discursive questions. 

Candidates who followed the rubric and so continued the passage, and wrote a story with 
appropriate use of language, understanding and development, scored high marks.
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This is an example of very good answer. The candidate followed the rubric and wrote a 
very good creative response.
This is an excellent example of a creative essay. The candidate has scored high marks in 
this question. It is an excellent example of:

•	 range and application of language

•	 accuracy of the target language

•	 understanding and response

•	 organisation and development.

The candidate scored 42 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (c)
This question was attempted by very few candidates, who wrote about preserving water and 
using it wisely.

Question 2 (d)
When looking at the responses for the discursive essay, the majority of students chose 
Q02d. 

Most candidates were able to perform very well here and reach the higher bands because 
facts and opinions were stated, because this is the requirement of discursive essays. Some 
students reached the highest bands for their essays. There were a very few candidates who  
wrote beyond the word limit. On the whole, responses were extremely good and all points 
were covered. 
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This is an excellent example of Q2 (d). The candidate has shown an excellent 
understanding of this question.
This candidate has followed the instructions and presented their response very 
beautifully.
It is a very good example of range and application of language, accuracy of the 
target language and understanding and response.
The candidate was able to score 41 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (e)
This question was not very popular and only one or two candidates attempted it. On the 
whole, this question did not prompt a well developed response.

Question 2 (f)
Candidates presented some good advantages and disadvantages of arranged and forced 
marriages. They have matured over the years and come to understand the differences 
between the two, which was apparent in their responses to the question.

Question 2 (g)
Once again some candidates produced very interesting responses with good understanding 
for this question. However, the quality of language was weaker for this question. 
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Question 3 (a)
This question was attempted by quite a few candidates who indicated transport problems, 
and how these can be improved. However, no candidates mentioned leaving cars at home 
and using the public transport system.  

There were some candidates who attempted this question but did not provide a full answer. 
They did not pick up on the significance of "Amadoo Raft kay Zarahay", and so wrote a 
general answer on a city of their choice, which resulted in losing marks.
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This is a response from one of the candidates who did not score 
highly.
This candidate did not understand the demands of the question and 
wrote a general answer, showing a lack of reading, research and 
understanding, organisation and development and very poor quality 
of language.
The candidate scored 14 marks out of 45.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (b)
Candidates wrote about various aspects - from the partition of the subcontinent, to the 
more recent riots in Karachi and situations in the North West of Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

These responses tended not to score highly due to an absence of information from reliable 
news channels. Quality of language marks tended to be low on the weaker responses. In 
general, responses to this question showed lack of reading, research and understanding.   

Question 3 (c)
The demands of this question were not met by most candidates because although the 
changing dietary habits were mentioned, the question overall was not addressed fully.

On the whole, there was not substantial evidence of reading, research and understanding in 
these responses.
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Question 3 (d)
This was the most popular question and quite a variety of films were discussed, as was the 
novel 'Mirat-ul-Aroos'. 

Some English books as well as films were also discussed but these texts did not have 
sufficient evidence to answer the question, and so led to poorer marks. 

Most candidates scored highly on this question, especially the ones who had chosen an Urdu 
language book, because they had better understanding of the story and its various aspects.   
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This is a very good example of Q03d, with good use of language, organisation and 
development.
This is a very good example of a well-researched and organised piece of writing.
The candidate scored a total of 38 marks - with 9 marks for organisation and 
development, 6 marks for quality of language and 23 marks for reading, research and 
understanding.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
The majority of the candidates were fully prepared. They performed well, showing a very 
good knowledge of difficult topic areas.

Based on their performance this year, candidates are offered the following advice:

•	 Candidates should read the question properly and follow the instructions.

•	 Where there is a two-part question, both parts should be answered equally to score full 
marks.

•	 Candidates should use Urdu words to translate the passage and not English words.

•	 Candidates are advised to start the answer in Section B Q02b following from the end of 
the passage/story and not to start their answer from the beginning of the passage/story.  
The demand of the question is to tell what happens next but sometimes candidates give 
the whole background or start the story from the beginning.

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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