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Introduction
This was the second year in which candidate were examined for this advanced level unit 
based upon the current GCE Urdu specification. This unit requires candidates to answer 
questions in three different sections:

a) Translation of a short passage of about 80 words from English into Urdu worth 10 
marks. The passage is rooted in one of the seven General Topic Areas as described in the 
specification and the assessment criteria is focused on target words/phrases.

b) A creative or discursive essay in Urdu worth 45 marks. Candidates have a choice of seven 
questions (three creative and four discursive essays). The topics of all the essays are rooted 
in one of the seven General Topic Areas.

c) A research-based essay in Urdu worth 45 marks. Candidates can choose from one of the 
following areas of research:

i) Geographical area

ii) Historical study

iii) Aspects of Modern Society

iv) Literature and the arts (e.g. text, play or film)

Candidates are rewarded for their Urdu-language research skills linked to their chosen 
areas. This must relate to the culture and /or society of an Urdu-language country, 
countries or community.

The whole paper is attempted in 2 hours 30 minutes and candidates are free to choose 
how they organise their time, although it is recommended that timings are organised to 
correspond to the number of marks awarded to each question. It was clear that some 
candidates had not spent as much time as they should have done on Section C, indicating 
perhaps that they had run out of time towards the end of the examination.

The paper is marked positively, using the criteria and mark grids given in the specification. A 
separate mark scheme is produced for the translation.The overall standard of responses on 
this paper was similar to last year. Most candidates performed reasonably well and produced 
work of good quality. However, a very wide range of standards continues to be encountered; 
there were many very pleasing scripts but some deemed not to be of A2 standard. A 
significant number of mature candidates sat this examination but many of them were ill-
prepared and only wanted to show whatever command they had of the Urdu language. 
Therefore, there were mixed responses; some excellent answers, but too frequently they 
had little knowledge of the relevant topic and development was limited and /or illogical. 
Many candidates were careless with punctuation in the translation or paraphrased rather 
than translated. In the research-based essay, there was, in many cases, a noticeable lack 
or research. Some candidates had clearly not been prepared for the examination and wrote 
entirely irrelevant essays. A small number of candidates wrote answers to questions 3(a), 
3(b), 3(c) or 3(d) which did not meet the requirements of the specification for the research 
to be based around an Urdu-speaking country, area, or community or society.
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  Section A  
Question 1 

    The passage, for translation, was about Urdu language in   Pakistan   and involved words like 
'Cultural heritage', 'sub-continent', 'adopt', 'rare quality' and 'capable of'. By and large this 
question was attempted very well, with many candidates gaining 7 or 8 marks. However, 
some candidates could not differentiate between the words 'culture and customs' and 
between 'sub-continent and the whole world' in Urdu and thus lost marks. There was a 
tendency for candidates to paraphrase when they did not know the exact translation. Again, 
like last year, every effort was made to cover as many acceptable alternatives as possible 
but where the candidates paraphrased they had to be penalised. It goes without saying that 
teachers must give practice and provide guidance to their students to tackle translation 
tasks. 

     This translation shows a good command of the grammar of the language but refl ects some 
paraphrasing. 

1660822/2

8 Q01

This is a very good translation 
indeed. The candidate has 
lost some marks because of 
some paraphrasing.

Examiner Comments

This is a very good translation 
Examiner Comments

Translate directly, do not paraphrase and make 
sure you have covered all key words and phrases.
Translate directly, do not paraphrase and make 

Examiner Tip
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Section B
Question 2(a)

Although this question was the least popular of the creative options offered to candidates, 
many interesting stories were produced which were well connected to the stimulus i.e. the 
picture of a gathering.

In this essay, the candidate describes a cricket match between India and Pakistan which 
is being watched by a big gathering on a big screen. The essay also uses some very good 
descriptive vocabulary.

1941723/6

12SecBOD
12SecBUR
5 SecBA

9 SecBRA

1941723/7
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1941723/7

1941723/8
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1941723/8

1941723/9

38
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1941723/9

38
This is a very good response to the 
question. The candidate shows plenty of 
imagination and reacts well to the stimulus. 
However, it is much over the word limit.

Examiner Comments

This is a very good response to the 
Examiner Comments

Study the stimulus carefully and try to include 
everything relevant in the picture. Try to match 
the mood of the picture. Use descriptive language.

Study the stimulus carefully and try to include 
Examiner Tip
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Question 2(b)

In this question, candidates were given the opportunity to show their creative ability by 
completing the story which begins in the stimulus. The best answers were imaginative and 
offered a lot of detail, as well as opinions and thoughts, about a fire in the hotel where they 
were staying in Dubai.

Question 2(c)

This was the most popular of the creative essay questions. It would be expected that essays 
in response to this question would be written in the style of a newspaper. This was generally 
ignored by those who chose to attempt it and it was usually a love story without any clear 
content.

This candidate appears to have ignored the stimulus completely.

1730669/6

5 SecBOD

6 SecBUR

2 SecBA

4 SecBRA
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1730669/7

1730669/8

This is a very poor response. The candidate 
has completely ignored the stimulus. 

Examiner Comments

This is a very poor response. The candidate 
Examiner Comments

Make sure you respond to the 
stimulus correctly!
Make sure you respond to the 

Examiner Tip
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Question 2(d)

This question required candidates to consider whether all religions teach peace and love 
or not. Although it was the second least popular of the discursive options, it did lead to a 
number of interesting responses. The majority of the candidates offered a balanced essay 
and came up with a reasonable conclusion at the end.

This candidate offers a well-structured essay, which has a proper introduction and 
conclusion with a balanced and logical approach.

1799517/6

8 SecBRA

4 SecBA

13SecBUR
13SecBOD

1799517/7
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1799517/7

1799517/8
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1799517/8

A very good response to the question which 
includes an introduction and conclusion 
as well as excellent vocabulary and very 
balanced opinion.

Examiner Comments

A very good response to the question which 
Examiner Comments

Organise your material into paragraphs. You 
should begin with an appropriate introduction and 
conclude with your fi nal opinion.

Organise your material into paragraphs. You 
Examiner Tip
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Question 2(e)

This was the most popular of the discursive essay options and was answered by more than 
60% candidates who opted for a discursive essay. The question required candidates to 
consider the effects of computers on youngsters and whether these effects are good or bad. 
There were many convincing arguments in favour or against computers. Some impressive 
language performances were also found in these essays, however a considerable number 
of candidates had good ideas but did not have the range of language to express them 
appropriately.

1730043/6

14SecBOD
14SecBUR
5 SecBA

9 SecBRA

1730043/7
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1730043/7

1730043/8



16 GCE Urdu 6UR04 01

1730043/8

1730043/9

42
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1730043/9

42
This is a good example of a response to 
this question but it is a little on the long 
side. The upper word limit is 270 words 
and centres are reminded that candidates 
are signifi cantly disadvantaged if answers 
are overly long.

Examiner Comments

This is a good example of a response to 
Examiner Comments

Try to remain within the 
prescribed word count limits.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2(f)

This question invited candidates to shed light on the health and education problems in 
poor countries and how these problems can be solved. There were many excellent essays 
but also some very weak ones which were too general or which did not really answer the 
question.

This is a very good response to this question and seems to have been written by a mature 
native speaker.

1660822/6

9 SecBRA

5 SecBA

13SecBUR
13SecBOD

1660822/7
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1660822/7

1660822/8
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1660822/8

1660822/9

40

A very good response. There is a short but 
very appropriate introduction, good description 
of problems and in the conclusion candidate’s 
own thoughts to solve them.

Examiner Comments

A very good response. There is a short but 

Examiner Comments

Produce a plan and stick to it!Produce a plan and stick to it!
Examiner Tip
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Question 2(g)

This was the least popular of all the questions available in Section B and only a few 
candidates attempted this question. Most essays were very poor or largely irrelevant.

Section C

Question 3(a)

This question was the most popular on Section C. However, it was the question which 
produced the weakest responses. This question required candidates to demonstrate their 
research about and understanding of the job opportunities and their importance in an 
Urdu-speaking geographical region or city. The vast majority of candidates attempted 
this question without bothering to understand or even read it carefully. As a result, there 
were a significant number of essays which showed no evidence of reading/research and 
understanding. Quite a lot of candidates wrote about regions/cities such as London, Bristol, 
Leeds and Afghanistan. Candidates should have been aware that the specification clearly 
states the chosen region/city must be Urdu-speaking.

This essay does not show any real research or analysis. 

1940778/11

6 SecCQL

4 SecCOD

10SecCRU
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1940778/11

6 SecCQL

4 SecCOD

10SecCRU

1940778/12
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1940778/13

1940778/14

20
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1940778/14

20

The word count is much over the prescribed 
limit. The candidate does not show that any 
real research has been undertaken. At the 
same time, there is no real analysis. The very 
long introduction is completely irrelevant.

Examiner Comments

The word count is much over the prescribed 
Examiner Comments

Make sure the information you supply is 
up to date and relevant. Always try to 
remain within the prescribed word limits.

Make sure the information you supply is 
Examiner Tip
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Question 3(b)

In this question, candidates were required to discuss the political situation in the historical 
period which they had studied and explain how this situation effected the country. The 
question was attempted by more than 15% of candidates but the vast majority did 
not respond to the question set and instead wrote pre-learned long essays on famous 
personalities such as Quaid e- Azam, Allama Iqbal, Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto and Doctor Qadeer 
Khan.

This candidate has written a largely irrelevant answer on Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto, the former 
Prime Minister of Pakistan.

1661253/11

12SecCRU
5 SecCOD

5 SecCQL
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1661253/12

Largely irrelevant pre-learned essay. The 
candidate has not bothered to read the question.

Examiner Comments

Largely irrelevant pre-learned essay. The 

Examiner Comments

Always read the question carefully before attempting 
it. Do not depend on pre-learned material.
Always read the question carefully before attempting 

Examiner Tip
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Question 3(c)

This question was the least popular choice of the four options offered in Section C with 
only a few responses on modern Urdu society. All essays were either very poor or largely 
irrelevant.

Question 3(d)

This question was by far the most popular option for the research-based essay and led to 
some outstanding answers. This question required candidates to discuss the two important 
characters of their chosen book, play or film and also to explain how successfully the 
author or director has managed to present these characters. All in all, credit goes to many 
candidates who managed to read and research and came up with excellent responses. 
What was disappointing to note was that some very able candidates got penalised by either 
not getting proper guidance or support from their teachers or doing very little preparation 
themselves. Quite a few candidates who spent time in research and reading/seeing 
books/films in other foreign languages, which is not allowed under the specification, were 
unfortunately not credited.

As expected most candidates chose ‘Mirat-ul-Uroos ‘ and ‘Umrao Jan ada’ as the novel and 
‘Anarkali’ as the drama. When it came to the choice of films some favourite chosen films 
were like last year: ‘ Baghban’, ‘Kabhi khushi kabhi gham’, ‘ Khud ke lieye’ and ‘ Mera nam 
Khan hai.’ Quite a few candidates opted for star Plus and Geo drama serials.

This candidate has chosen to write about the two main characters of the film ‘Khuda ke 
lieye’. The candidate has a very good knowledge of the film and its characters. The language 
is good and the structure is logical, but the candidate has completely missed the second 
part of the question.

1730043/11

6 SecCQL

8 SecCOD

21SecCRU
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1730043/11

6 SecCQL

8 SecCOD

21SecCRU

1730043/12
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1730043/12

1730043/13
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1730043/14

35

 The candidate has described the two main 
characters of the fi lm successfully, but did 
not attempt the second part of the question. 
The language and development is quite good. 

Examiner Comments

 The candidate has described the two main 
Examiner Comments

 Focus carefully on the question. Remember that 
you have a limited number of words. Do not try to 
exceed the prescribed word limit. 

 Focus carefully on the question. Remember that 
Examiner Tip
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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