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Introduction  
 This is the second examination of Unit 2 under the new specifi cation and was marked online. 

In order to prepare centres and teachers for the new GCE Specifi cation, Edexcel provided Sample 
Assessment Material and training (online and live events) in 2008 and this had proved very useful. 
However in 2009, most of the training events organised by Edexcel had to be cancelled due to 
the low number of delegates.

This unit is entirely different to the legacy Listening paper. The paper set for this unit has three 
sections.

Section A: Listening

Candidates are required to listen to authentic recorded Urdu-language material and to retrieve 
and convey information given in the recorded material by responding to a range of Urdu-language 
questions. The questions elicit non-verbal responses and target-language answers.  Candidates 
have individual control of the recording:  they may stop, rewind and replay the recording at will, 
and they may make notes and write their answers at any point.  Dictionaries are not permitted in 
the examination.

Section B: Reading

Candidates are required to read authentic Urdu-language material and to retrieve and convey 
information by responding to a range of mainly Urdu-language test types. The questions elicit 
non-verbal responses, Urdu-language answers and English answers that require a transfer of 
meaning from Urdu.

Section C: Writing

Candidates are required to write 200-220 words in the form of an article in Urdu, based on a 
short printed Urdu-language stimulus. 
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Sections A and B

   Section A: Listening
There were four questions in this section. The fi rst two questions required non-verbal responses. 
Question 3 was based on a passage about the increasing population in Pakistan and candidates 
were required to fi ll in the gaps from the given vocabulary in Urdu. Question 4 was an interview 
of a journalist about the impact of the Internet on our lives and the candidates were required to 
write answers to the questions in Urdu.

In general, candidates’ answers refl ected a positive response to the Listening section.  It was 
pleasing to see such a good performance. Some centres had clearly prepared candidates well 
and most scripts refl ected an appropriate level of competence and knowledge.  For question 
3 candidates had the choice to either fi ll in gaps with the correct vocabulary from the list of 
word provided or insert the appropriate English letter corresponding to the selected word. The 
majority of the candidates who were prepared for carrying out such tasks, managed to use either 
of the options correctly. However, there were some candidates who did not read or understand 
the instructions and lost valuable marks by putting in the right letter and incorrect vocabulary 
or vice versa .For 3b the correct word was “bana” but a few candidates opted for “taameer” 
also meaning to construct but did not match the remaining part of the sentence and was 
grammatically incorrect.

Section B: Reading
There were three questions in this section. Question 5 was about  opinions on the education of 
women in Pakistan, requiring a non-verbal response. The majority of candidates had no problem 
in matching the statement with the correct name and scored full marks. Question 6 was a 
passage about the  lack of primary schools in the villages of the Northern part of Pakistan and 
candidates were required to read the passage in Urdu and then answer the questions in English. 
Quite a large number of candidates conveyed the relevant information (in some cases the quality 
of English was very poor) and scored high marks.

It goes without saying that although the candidates are not being tested for their English 
language they must have enough vocabulary and good spelling to tackle these types of questions 
and avoid writing surplus or unnecessary long responses.

 Question 7 
 Question 7 was a narrated passage about a mountaineer in a remote village of Northern Pakistan 
and candidates were required to answer the target-language questions in their own words in 
Urdu. It was pleasing to note that quite a large number of centres had prepared their candidates 
for this task and there were some excellent responses. However, a substantial number of 
candidates did not rephrase their answers and in some cases total lifting of a whole paragraph 
was carried out, thus losing valuable marks. It is imperative that teachers work closely with 
students and prepare them for such type of questions. 
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Examiner Comments

7a) although the candidate has mentioned Northern Pakistan 
the sentence implies that Gul Khan lives in a small village of 
Northern Pakistan which does not answer the question.
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Examiner Comments

Q7h) The candidate has manipulated the relevant language from 
the passage and also used his own words to explain the reason. 
As this part of the question only carries one mark the fi rst part of 
the answer is enough to get the mark.
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  Section C: Writing

Question 8 
 Question 8 was based on a stimulus about parks in big cities of Pakistan and the candidates were 
required to write an article of 200-220 word in Urdu, including the given four bullet points.

Centres and teachers were well informed about the inclusion of this writing element in the new 
GCE Unit 2 through the Sample Assessment Materials and training sessions in 2008. However, a 
large number of scripts indicated that either the candidates were not prepared thoroughly or 
they did not understand the given task and wrote what they thought was appropriate. Some 
scripts with very good Urdu language and vocabulary were marked down as the content was 
mostly irrelevant or none of the bullet points were covered in detail. On the other hand, there 
were some examples of excellent articles on the given bullet points with each bullet point 
elaborated and discussed in detail. Teachers must keep in mind the assessment grid and mark 
allocations for content and language while preparing their candidates for this task. 
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Examiner Tip

A very effective way to start the essay is to give 
the reasons for the importance of parks in the 
cities of Pakistan thus covering the fi rst bullet 
point. This can then be followed by discussing the 
rest of the bullet points making sure that at least 
3 of the 4 bullet points are mentioned in detail. 
The word count is also important but must contain 
relevant information.

Examiner Comments

The essay starts well with an opening paragraph about the 
importance of parks but the rest of the bullet points are not 
discussed in detail. The candidate has  good communication and 
has used a variety of lexis and structures. Had s/he written a bit 
more about the last bullet point, the response would have been 
awarded the top band range for content and response.
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  Grade boundaries: 

Grade Max. Mark A B C D E 

Raw boundary mark  57 51 46 41 36 

Uniform boundary mark  112 98 84 70 56 
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