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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. They should be applied alongside the 
specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these 
marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 
• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 
• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question 
• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 
• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond the 

scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 
• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 
• marks are not deducted for errors 
• marks are not deducted for omissions 
• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assessed by the 

question as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level 
descriptors. 
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GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the full mark range may 
be limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thresholds or 
grade descriptors in mind. 
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1 General Marking Notes 

2 General Marking Principles 

2.1 Please note that it is not possible to list all acceptable alternatives in the Detailed Mark Scheme provided on the following pages. You will need 
to consider all alternative answers and unexpected approaches in candidates' scripts, make a decision on whether they communicate the 
required elements, in consultation with the Principal Examiner if necessary, and award marks accordingly. 

2.2 Crossing out: 
 

(a) If a candidate changes his/her mind over an answer and crosses out an attempt, award a mark if the final attempt is correct. 
 

(b) If a candidate crosses out an answer to a whole question but makes no second attempt at it, mark the crossed out work. 

2.3 More than one response offered by the candidate in Questions 1 and 2: 
 

If a candidate gives more than one response to any of the items in Questions 1 and 2 and does not indicate which is their final response, mark 
as follows: 

 
Both answers correct = 1 mark 
One answer correct and one answer incorrect = 0 marks 

2.4 No response and '0' marks 
 
There is a NR (No Response) option. 

 
Award NR (No Response): 
• If there is nothing written at all in the answer space or 
• If there is only a comment which does not in any way relate to the question being asked (e.g. 'can’t do' or 'don’t know') or  
• If there is only a mark which isn’t an attempt at the question (e.g. a dash, a question mark). 

 
Award 0: 
• If there is any attempt that earns no credit. This could, for example, include the candidate copying all or some of the question, or any 

working that does not earn any marks, whether crossed out or not. 
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Detailed Mark Scheme 
 
Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Question 1 
 
Do not allow answers which are copied directly from the text.  
 
Candidates must use the word(s) exactly as printed in the question. Do not penalise spelling errors unless the meaning is changed. 

1(a) 䂬ä⧋ 
1  

1(b) 䕉ä䑨 
1  

1(c) î⢻ä 
1  

1(d) çⲛäþ 
1 Ⲧäþ 

1(e) ç㩕ä㘯ä 
1 ûä㘯ä 
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Question 2 
 
Responses which do not fit directly into the ‘footprint’ left by the original word(s) are not allowed – i.e. no additions, no deletions. Accept minor 
spelling errors in transcription. 

2(a) ᅋĨû⣹ 
1  

2(b) ㈊Ĩ䥞ĨᜯĨ䜫Ĩ⮫➟ä 
1  

2(c) 䞈ĨĚïîþĨøῳ 
1  

2(d) 㐖Ĩ䜫Ĩ䣊Ⱄ 
1  

2(e) Ĩ䯆ä䜫Ĩû㸈Ĩ䮪 
1  
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Question 3 
 
Candidates must not copy word for word from the text. 

3(a) ė㈀Ĩ⯞ĨⵇĨė㫱ỜĨ䆀ĨẽĨ㈉Ĩėþ㇡Ĩ⢟ằĨ㶩Ĩ㈉Ĩøä䯆äရĨຝǖחîì
ĜƾǒƸǋļŋĨᓟǌ˄ĨᓕÝ䞈 

3  

 ᅋĨⵇė㍉Ĩ㥀Ĩ䯎Ĩç㩕㹬䂬ä⧋ 1  

 Ěî⪙䯆ĨㅎĨė䁡㭓 1  

 ㇿĨ⇥䞀ĨᒖᜯĨ䜫ĨõĨ㯧�Ĝ䞈ĨᒖᜯĨㄚîĨ䎁Ĩ䯎Ĩ⪘îĨþĨ㱄ĈäĨㅎĨ䩢䯍  1  

3(b) 䆀Ĩěîǌ Ĩ˄㈉ĨðäĨîþäĨ䞀ĨᓧᜯĨ㈈ĨúäĨė㈀Ĩě㇡Ĩ⢟ằĨî䯀äĨ㈉Ĩė㥀≸äĨ䕉⸡Ǎ˄
ĨÝ䞈Ĩ䥞äîĨㅏĨㅎĨė㍉㥀ĜƾǒƸǋļŋĨᓟǌ Ĩ˄þì 

2  

 ⊚ĨᜯĨㄚîĨę䑘Ĩ䯎Ĩė⦂Ĩ ǌѬ⟷Ĩ〪 Ĩ ǖ˄ 1  

 䬗þ ǖ˄ 䆀ẽîþäøῳ 1  
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

3(c) ĜƾǒƸǋļŋĨᓟǌ˄ĨᓕĨÝᑽĨė㈀Ĩ䨜ᇰĨ〨Ĩę ǔ ǖ̔ äĨ䆀Ĩěîǌ Ĩ˄㈉ĨúäĨ㈉Ĩėþ㇡Ĩ⢟ằ 
3  

 ῴä㱄ĨᜯĨ౹ĨㅎĨ䭆㘪äþ�äĨ䕊Ĩ ǎäĨïþîĨ Ǐɝ�㱉䣊⮫➟äĨ䆀  
1  

 ĚìäïßĨ▜ĚïîþĨøῳĨㅎ  1  

 䭆㘪äþĨîþäĨú≸äĨîþäĨę ǔ ǖ̔ äĨîþäĨ䋢䯎ǔ˄ ᜯĨ䜫ĨέĨì⣠äĨü䂭îìĨ㈉  1  

3(d)  îᨴĨÝ㐖Ĩ䜫Ĩ䫡ႩĨç㑔⁔Ĩ㈉Ĩę ǔ ǖ̔ äĨ╌ĨᣆþĨ⸘ĜƾǒƸǋļŋĨᓟǌ˄ 4  

 䞈Ĩᒖ䜫Ĩ䲉Ĩ❓ἶĨㅎĨė䮩þîĨ⨾Ĩ㈉Ĩėݵ�ĚĨ䆀Ĩė䮩þî 䞈ĨᒖĈä  1  

 䆀Ĩėݵ䗂äîĒ䗂䠄ìîþä⾒Ĩ䆀ĨėþĨ䤈ä㘮  1  

 䞈Ĩ䯉Ĩ䜫Ĩ⮫➟ä䆀Ĩì⣠äĨ㈉Ĩ䭆㘪äþ䯎Ĩę ǔ ǖ̔ ä 1  

 䗝îĨ䔽Ĩø⁏ĨⵇĨç㩕ä㘯äĨ᛭ᦧĨ〨Ĩę ǔ ǖ̔ ä 1  
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

3(e) ĜㆁĨ ǖ̵ ➟þĨㅎĨ⦡ĨìîĨ㈉Ĩ⡍Ĩ䆀Ĩěîǌ Ĩ˄㈉Ĩėþ㇡Ĩ⢟ằ ĜƾǒƸǋļŋĨᓟǌ˄Ĩᓕ 3  

 ⡍Ĩⷑäǖ ǎҍĨⷑäĨㅎñ⁏Ĩ╌ĨᣆþĨㅎĨėþ㇡䞈 1 ø✜ � ⢜ằĨĚî ǏʦĨ╌Ĩėþ㇡ĨüäĨ䞈Ĩᙕ䞈Ĩᒖ䜫Ĝ 

 ęþຊäĨ ǖ ǖ͋ þĨ Ǐɝᓧ⸗Ĩ䔽Ĩ൯Ĩ䕉ä䑨 1  

 ⡍Ĩ⸁䁠Ĩ㈉Ĩě㇡䗂⸗Ĩᓟîä▧䞀Ĩ㟢 1  

Quality of Language – Accuracy  [5] 
 
5 Very good 
 Consistently accurate. Only very few errors of minor significance. Accurate use of more complex structures (verb forms, tenses, 

prepositions, word order). 

4 Good 
 Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in spite of lapses. Some capacity to use 

accurately more complex structures. 

3 Sound 
 Fair level of accuracy. Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed. Some problems in forming correct agreement of 

adjectives. Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions. 

2 Below average 
 Persistent errors in tense and verb forms. Prepositions frequently incorrect. Recurrent errors in agreement of adjectives.  

0–1 Poor 
 Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness. Most constructions incomplete or incorrect. Consistent and repeated error. 
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Additional marking guidance for Quality of Language  
 
The five marks available for Quality of Language are awarded globally for the whole performance on each set of answers. 
 
A concise answer, containing all mark-bearing components for Content is scored on the full range of marks for language, i.e. length does not 
determine the Quality of Language mark. 
 
Answers scoring 0 for Content cannot contribute to the overall Quality of Language mark. 
 
Identify the answer(s) scoring 0 for Content in the whole set of answers. Then add together the number of Content marks available for each of 
these questions and reduce the Quality of Language mark according to the following table:  
 

Total Content marks available on questions 
where a candidate scores 0 

Reduce Quality of Language mark by: 

2–3 1 

4–5 2 

6–7 3 

8–14 4 

15 5 
 
Note: A minimum of one mark for Quality of Language should be awarded if there are any Content marks at all (i.e. 0 Quality of Language marks 
only if 0 Content marks). 
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Question 4 
 
Candidates must not copy word for word from the text. 

4(a) ĜƾǒƸǋļŋĨᓟǌ Ĩ˄ᓕĨĜ䞀Ĩė㈀Ĩ⬚㮷Ĩěî ǏʦĨě㇡Ĩ〪 ĨㆁĨ ǖ̵ ➟þĨ䆀Ĩõ㜞äĨຓä 3  

 Ǐɝǌ˄Ĩ╌Ĩ㎛Ĩ䞀Ĩᓧ䜫Ĩ ǖ ǌҍĨ Ǖ˄ Ĩî㈊Ĩì㱄Ĩ䆀Ĩ⢜ằĨㅎĨĐßĨě㇡ 1  

 䞀Ĩ䮿îĨ䎁Ĩ䯎Ĩ䲹ṡĨ䔙㩕㭓ĨㅎĨê⠪Ĩ Ǐɝ 1  

 þîĨ╌Ĩ䣘ä ǌؼĨ〨Ĩė䁡㭓䞀�䣘ä ǌؼĜ䞈Ĩᒖ䜫Ĩ⾒Ĩ䆀  
1 㭓䞀Ĩᓧ⸗ĨäမĨ䕉ĨĈäĨǎ˄ Ĩ䞀Ĩᓧ⸗Ĩì㱄Ĩ䆀Ĩ䗂භĨ〨Ĩė䁡Ĝ 

4(b) þìĨÝ䞈Ĩ≢ĨᜯĨㅏĨ䔽Ĩė㈀Ĩî⣓äĨ䯎Ĩç ǔ˄ Ĩ㈉Ĩė㥀äþĨ䗂 Ĩৄě㇡Ĩ⢟ằ ĜƾǒƸǋļŋĨᓟǌ˄ 2  

 ęþǔ˄ ⸗Ĩî㵢Ĩ〨Ĩ⽙Ĩຊä䞀Ĩ䗹ᨴ 1  

 䞈Ĩ䯎ĨⴶĨᵟä〨ėþ Ĩᷚ䤈䜫Ĩ䤈ৄຊä 1 ǔ˄  Ĩ䛲äĨㅎĨç⣇㶔ۈ
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

4(c) îᨴĨÝ䞀Ĩᓧ⸗Ĩì㱄Ĩê⠪Ĩ⸘ĨㅎĨ㧗ດĨě㇡Ĩ⢟ằĜƾǒƸǋļŋĨᓟǌ˄ 4  

 㧗ດĨ䆀Ĩçî❼ĨㅎĨçǌ Ĩ˄ĕ㵕ĨĨ⹔�㪼〨Ĩėþîäìä䞈Ĩ≢ĨᜯĨǎ˄ Ĩۈ 1  

 ㅎĨěῗĨ〨Ĩė㍉㥀䗺Ĩ╌Ĩ᠁ǎ˄䞈Ĩ≢Ĩᜯ 1  

 ěමĨ㈉Ĩû㭓䞀ĨᓧᜯĨĘǗ ǌɟĨç ǔ˄ 㺕äĨ㈉Ĩ䗂ᜯ 1  

 ė㍉㥀ę ǔ˥ Ĩ౹Ĩ〨ǖ ǌҍ Ǖ˄≢ĨᜯĨㅏ䞈 1  

4(d) Ĝ䞀Ĩ㈈Ĩç➟ä⣙äĨė㈀Ĩ䯎ĨúäĨ㈉Ĩėþ㇡Ĩ⢟ằĨ䗂Ĩ䜡îĨ㈉ĨᎲĨㅎĨùểĨ䕉 ǔ˶ ä
ĜƾǒƸǋļŋĨᓟǌ˄Ĩᓕ 

3  

 䲹ṡĨ ǏɝĨĚî Ǐʦ�䂬ⱎĨ�䗂 ĨᮬĚē㈊�çïᜯäĨࢇ ㈉⭷� Ĩ䮩 Ǘ ǎ̔ þ䤈ৄ䞈Ĩᒖᜯ  1 㩔Ĩ Ĩৄ⭷ĨĚî ǏʦĨ�ø✜ 

 䞈ĨĨẽĨⵇĨ㐗䯀ïĨᒖäíĨຊäĨ〨Ĩ ǌח�䎁Ĩ䯎Ĩüäㄚîᜯ 䥞  1  

 ü⏔Ĩû㭓�ǎî ǖ˄㑒Ĩ䮨⸗ĨëîĨⵇĨė㋰ 1  
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

4(e) ᓕĨĜ䞀Ĩᒖ⸗ĨúäĨê⠪Ĩ⸘Ĩ〨Ĩėþ㇡Ĩ⢟ằĨ㩓Ĩ㈉✛㹬Ĩ⑬⑭ĨຓäĨ㬉Ờ
ĜƾǒƸǋļŋĨᓟǌ˄

3  

 ûä⧋䜫ĨäမĨîĒĨ䆀 1  

 䥞ᜯĨ Ǘ ǏϥĨ╌ç㻭㷍Ĩ䂬ⴑ ü䡐ìĨⵇüä 1  

 Ĝ䆀 çî❼ĨㅎĨė䔘㩕 ǌؼ 䞀Ĩ㼀Ĩ〨Ĩ ǖ֫ ỜĨေĨ╌Ĩûä⧋ 1  

Quality of Language – Accuracy  [5] 
 
5 Very good 
 Consistently accurate. Only very few errors of minor significance. Accurate use of more complex structures (verb forms, tenses, 

prepositions, word order). 

4 Good 
 Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in spite of lapses. Some capacity to use 

accurately more complex structures. 

3 Sound 
 Fair level of accuracy. Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed. Some problems in forming correct agreement of 

adjectives. Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions. 

2 Below average 
 Persistent errors in tense and verb forms. Prepositions frequently incorrect. Recurrent errors in agreement of adjectives.  

0–1 Poor 
 Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness. Most constructions incomplete or incorrect. Consistent and repeated error. 
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Additional marking guidance for Quality of Language  
 
The five marks available for Quality of Language are awarded globally for the whole performance on each set of answers. 
 
A concise answer, containing all mark-bearing components for Content is scored on the full range of marks for language, i.e. length does not 
determine the Quality of Language mark. 
 
Answers scoring 0 for Content cannot contribute to the overall Quality of Language mark. 
 
Identify the answer(s) scoring 0 for Content in the whole set of answers. Then add together the number of Content marks available for each of 
these questions and reduce the Quality of Language mark according to the following table:  
 

Total Content marks available on questions 
where a candidate scores 0 

Reduce Quality of Language mark by: 

2–3 1 

4–5 2 

6–7 3 

8–14 4 

15 5 
 
Note: A minimum of one mark for Quality of Language should be awarded if there are any Content marks at all (i.e. 0 Quality of Language marks 
only if 0 Content marks). 



9686/02 Cambridge International A Level – Mark Scheme 
PUBLISHED 

May/June 2018 
 

© UCLES 2018 Page 15 of 18  
 

Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Question 5 
 
Length of 5(a) + 5(b) (Summary and Personal Response) 
 
• Examiners make a rough estimate of the length by a quick calculation of the number of words on a line. 
• If the answer to either (a) or (b) is clearly too long, calculate the length more precisely. 
• If the answer to 5(a) exceeds 150 words, insert a slash after the 150th word to show the end of the response to be marked. 
• If the answer to 5(b) exceeds 50 words, insert a slash after the 50th word to show the end of the response to be marked. 
 
Content marks – Summary 
Indicate with a tick in the body of the text the point being rewarded. Do not penalise ‘lifting’ for content marks in this exercise, but excessive reliance 
on the text will reduce the language mark. 
The summary could include the following points (award 1 mark for each point covered up to a maximum of 10 points): 
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

5(a) ĜㆁĨę⸗ ǔ ǖ̔ ĨⵇĨ䯏ä⮪Ĩ㈉Ĩėþ㇡Ĩ⢟ằĨ╌Ĩ㩔äἶĨ㈉ĨėᏠî⣉Ĩė䔘þì 
Text 1 

• Ĝ䞀Ĩᓧ⸗Ĩì㱄Ĩ䆀Ĩ⢜ằĨㅎĨė㍉㥀Ĩ䯎Ĩç㩕㹬Ĩ䂬ä⧋�⢜ằĨㅎĨú㩕ĨþĨüᜯĨㅎĨė㍉㥀 
Ĝ䞀Ĩᓧ⸗ 

• මĨ〨Ĩė䁡㭓ğ Ĝ䞈Ĩ≢Ĩᜯ�Ĩ〨Ĩė䁡㭓Ĝ䞀ĨᓧᜯĨĘǗ ǌɟĨç ǔ˄ Ĩ㺕äĨ㈉Ĩ䗂භ 

• Ĝ䞈Ĩ䮽ĨᜯĨㄚîĨ䎁Ĩ䯎Ĩ⪘îĨþ㱄ßĨㅎĨ䩢䯍�Ĝ䞈Ĩ ǖ˄ ᜯĨǎ˄ ৄĨõ㯧Ĩ〨Ĩė〨⇥ 

• Ĝ⢜ằĨ╌ĨçäῗĨ㽡Ĩ㈉Ĩìä ǔӒäĨ၀Ĩ䣘ä ǌؼĨîþäĨėþì䯆Ĩ䙆ì 

• Ĝ䞈ĨᒖᜯĨㄚîĨ䎁Ĩ䯎Ĩ⡍ 

• Ĝ䞈Ĩᒖ䜫Ĩ䲉Ĩ❓ἶĨㅎĨė䮩þîĨ⨾�Ĝ䞈ĨᒖĈäĨĚĨ䆀Ĩė䮩þî 

• ĨėþĨ䤈ä㘮�Ĩ䗂䠄ìĨ䗂äîĒĜ䞈ĨᒖßĨ⾒Ĩ䆀 

• Ĝ䞈Ĩ ǖ˄ ᜯĨĘǗ ǌɟĨì⣠äĨⵇĨ䭆㘪äþĨ䯎Ĩę ǔ ǖ̔ ä 

• Ĝ䗝îĨ䔽Ĩø⁏ĨⵇĨç㩕ä㘯äĨ᛭ᦧĨ〨Ĩę ǔ ǖ̔ ä 
Text 2 

• Ĝ䞈ĨᒖᜯĨㄚîĨ䎁Ĩ䯎ĨçⵇṡĨ䔙㩕㭓 

• 䞈Ĩ䮽ĨᜯĨĚìĨö⡋äĨ〨ĨėþîäìäĨ㪼Ĩ䆀Ĩçî❼ĨㅎĨ䗂ĈäĨ䎁Ĩçǌ Ĩ˄ĕ㵕 
• ǌ Ĩ˄╌Ĩ䣘ä ǌؼĨ〨Ĩė䁡㭓Ĝ䞈Ĩ㻽Ĩì㱄Ĩ䆀Ĩ䮾îĨï�䆀Ĩ䣘ä ǌؼĨĜ䞈ĨᒖĈäĨ⾒ 

• Ĝ䞈Ĩ≢ĨᜯĨㅏĨ⽃Ĩø⁏ĨⵇĨû ǌؼ 

• Ĝ䞈Ĩ ǖ˄ 䜫Ĩ⮫➟äĨ䆀ĨðṣäĨ㈉Ĩᅋ 

• Ĝ䞈Ĩ䮽ĨᜯĨㅎĨ ǖ ǌҍ Ǖ˄ Ĩ䜱 ǔ˥ Ĩ౹ĨㅎĨė㍉㥀 

10  



9686/02 Cambridge International A Level – Mark Scheme 
PUBLISHED 

May/June 2018 
 

© UCLES 2018 Page 17 of 18  
 

Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Content marks – Response to the Text 
 
Mark like a mini-essay according to the variety and interest of the opinions and views expressed, the response to the original text stimulus and the 
ability to express a personal point of view. Further, more detailed guidance for particular questions will be given to examiners. 

5(b) ㈉Ĩėþ㇡Ĩ⢟ằĨ䆀Ĩⵆ⥲ĨຓäĜㆁĨ ǖ̵ ➟þĨㅎĨ䥞äîĨຊäĨ䆀Ĩěîǌ Ĩ˄㈉Ĩúä
 
5 Very good  
 Varied and interesting ideas, showing an element of flair 

and imagination, a capacity to express a personal point of 
view. 

4 Good 
 Not the flair and imagination of the best candidates, but 

work still shows an ability to express a range of ideas, 
maintain interest and respond to the issues raised. 

3 Sound 
 A fair level of interest and ideas. May concentrate on a 

single issue, but there is still a response to ideas in the text. 

2 Below average 
 Limited range of ideas; rather humdrum. May disregard the 

element of response to the text, and write a largely 
unrelated free-composition. 

0-1 Poor 
 Few ideas to offer on the theme. Banal and pedestrian. No 

element of personal response to the text. Repeated error. 
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Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

Quality of Language – Accuracy  [5] 
 
5 Very good 

Consistently accurate. Only very few errors of minor significance. Accurate use of more complex structures (verb forms, tenses, 
prepositions, word order). 

4 Good 
Higher incidence of error than above, but clearly has a sound grasp of the grammatical elements in spite of lapses. Some capacity to use 
accurately more complex structures. 

3 Sound 
Fair level of accuracy. Common tenses and regular verbs mostly correctly formed. Some problems in forming correct agreement of 
adjectives. Difficulty with irregular verbs, use of prepositions. 

2 Below average 
Persistent errors in tense and verb forms. Prepositions frequently incorrect. Recurrent errors in agreement of adjectives.  

0–1 Poor 
Little or no evidence of grammatical awareness. Most constructions incomplete or incorrect. Consistent and repeated error. 

 

 


