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Introduction
This is the first run of Paper 8SP01, and it is positive to be able to report that centres had 
responded well in preparing their candidates. There was evidence of much good practice in 
teaching translation skills and in answering comprehension questions coherently.

Overarching advice for future candidates in future sessions is to ensure that they read 
questions carefully, looking for the grammatical clues, such as the tense of the question, 
as a guide to how they formulate their answer. They should look in particular at how the 
question is phrased to find out if their answer will require a finite verb or if an infinitive or 
noun phrase is likely to be sufficient. There is guidance in this report, which can be viewed in 
comments on individual questions, and teachers are, therefore, advised to read and digest 
the report in full. 

The summary task in question 4 (b) caused candidates particular problems and advice is 
given in the report for that section. 

Whilst we do not normally comment on the performance of candidates in multiple choice 
questions, it would be useful for teachers to give some students practice in dealing with 
them, for example by working out not just the correct answer, but why the other options are 
incorrect. Most alternative incorrect options will contain an element of distraction, such as a 
word or phrase from what candidates have heard or read, and learning to look for these can 
be a helpful skill.

In general terms the paper differentiated very effectively across all grades and represented 
a good start to the new specification. It is worth noting that this paper has the same basic 
structure as paper 9SP01 and so guidance provided here may also be helpful to teachers 
preparing candidates for that paper too.
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Question 2 (a)
In this question many candidates did not read the question carefully enough, and missed 
the word ‘saber’. This meant that in many cases lower-scoring candidates wrote ‘tener un 
carné de conducir’, which did not score a mark because it is not an answer to the question, 
not being something you can ‘know’. In preparing candidates centres can usefully focus their 
attention on checking carefully that what they have written is a coherent and logical answer 
to the question as it is asked. 

This question required candidates both to recall and write verbatim from the recording, as 
well as to process and manipulate language.

This response to question 2 (a) 
scores 1 mark.

Examiner Comments



5GCE Spanish 8SP0 01

Question 2 (b)
This question was generally well answered and correctly rendered with a future tense verb 
or a future time-frame, although this was not essential to answer the question.

This question required candidates to process what they had heard and express it in a 
different way.

This response to question 2 (b) 
scores 1 mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2 (c)
This question challenged lower-scoring candidates, perhaps because they were unfamiliar 
with the vocabulary item ‘plazo’, often understanding it as ‘plaza’. This question required 
candidates to make a deduction as to why the date was mentioned, piecing together 
evidence from what they had heard to reach a conclusion. In terms of their responses, the 
most common issues were with the use of ‘aplicar’ which is not the correct use of the word 
in Spanish. In order to gain a mark they needed an answer that made it clear that this was 
the last date you could submit your application.

This response to question 2 (c) 
scores 0 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (a)
This question was generally answered well. Most candidates correctly identified the 
difference in newspaper reading habits at weekends and during the week. Higher-scoring 
candidates typically also rendered a comparative correctly, rather than expressing the two 
separate notions. Lower-scoring candidates often wrote ‘lunes y viérnes’ and so did not gain 
the mark.

This response to question 3 (a) 
scores 2 marks.

Examiner Comments



8 GCE Spanish 8SP0 01

Question 3 (b)
This question required candidates only to recall and transcribe correctly from the recording. 
Most candidates scored well and also expressed their answers clearly. In preparing their 
candidates, centres can usefully draw candidates’ attention to the in-built pattern of 
differentiation in the papers they will sit. This question typifies a simple item targeted in 
such a way as to be accessible to the vast majority of candidates.

This response to question 3 (b) 
scores 2 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (c)
Most candidates scored well in this question and often with a ‘por que’ at the start of the 
response indicating full comprehension.

Lower-scoring candidates sometimes included extraneous material that invalidated their 
answer. It is useful for centres to train candidates to ensure that their responses are concise 
and give only the information required by the question as stated. This question could be 
answered by recall and transcription from the recording, but many candidates had also 
found other ways to respond. Commonly the idea of wanting to know people appeared as a 
wrong answer.
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Question 3 (d)
Candidates often misread this question and didn’t understand the ‘aparte de’. They focussed 
on ‘reading’ not ‘doing’. This question required candidates to make deductions from what 
they had heard to reach conclusions about the speaker’s father’s interests. Again, careful 
reading of the question, which was worded in such a way as to exclude newspaper reading, 
was needed. Centres can usefully use this question to train candidates for future sessions. 

This response to question 3 (d) 
scores 0 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (e)
Only the higher-scoring candidates got the full sense of ‘to see if he is sophisticated 
or not’. Others had missed the need to give a reason and wrote answers such as ‘es 
sofisticado’. Here again, centres can usefully guide future candidates to look carefully at the 
interrogatives used in the question to be able to produce a response which is consistent 
with them.

This response to question 3 (e) 
scores 0 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (a) (i)
Most candidates scored well and, as this was a question that could be answered by 
recalling and transcribing from the recording, the only issues that arose were the inclusion 
of extraneous material, which invalidated answers, sometimes because the principles of 
marking, which can be viewed in the published mark schemes, mean that examiners will 
take the candidate’s first answer as their intended response. Centres can usefully train 
candidates to cross out any material that is not part of the intended response they wish to 
have marked. They cannot hedge their bets by writing multiple answers. 

This response to question 4 (a) (i) 
scores 1 mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (a) (ii)
This question required candidates to process and manipulate the language that they had 
heard in the recording. Most had answered well, and correctly said that the aim was to be 
able to advise the tourists. Only the lower-scoring candidates experienced difficulty with this 
question.

This response to question 4 (a) (ii) 
scores 1 mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (a) (iii)
This question required candidates to select information precisely from the recording that 
was a coherent answer to the question about the type of tourist. Many were distracted 
by the idea that Spain has something for everyone, and used this as a basis for part of 
their answer. Here again, the need for careful training by centres in question reading 
is highlighted. Other candidates had focused their answer on city breaks, but had not 
processed the full recording to understand that the opposite was true in terms of the 
question asked. 

Centres can usefully train candidates that they need to select information carefully and 
should use the opportunity to listen several times to check if their answers are correct. Not 
everything they hear will be part of an answer, and indeed may sometimes be designed to 
test their ability to understand and select appropriately. 

This response to question 4 (a) (iii) 
scores 0 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (b) (i)
This summary task is a new feature of the specifications for AS and A level. Candidates 
are required to listen and select one piece of information in two categories, which are 
signposted by bullet points. There was considerable evidence of rubric error in both parts 
of the summary task. This fits with a pattern of comments in this report about the need to 
prepare candidates to be able to read questions and, here, instructions well. 

To be clear, candidates must give only one piece of information for each bullet point. 
Where they give more, they run the risk of losing the second mark because, in line with the 
published marking principles that accompany the sample assessment materials, examiners 
mark in the order the information appears. This means that where candidates had offered 
more than one piece of information for the first bullet point, they lost the second mark, 
even if an otherwise creditable answer was present in the third or subsequent point they 
made. 

Some centres had usefully trained candidates to formulate their answers in the form of 
bullet points, following the layout of the question and giving just one piece of information 
for each of the bullet points. 

Candidates naturally want to show all that they know to the examiners. However, the 
purpose of this task is to summarise by selecting only one piece of information. If they 
translate and transcribe large chunks of the recording, this is not summary.

Centres should be mindful that the requirement to summarise is part of the Department 
for Education Programme of Study for Languages at this level. Whilst the number of marks 
available for these summary questions is small, it is important for centres to digest carefully 
the published mark schemes and marking guidance, and ensure that their candidates are 
aware that they need to follow all rubrics to the letter. 

In this item, many scored for the notion of young people travelling in groups, but became 
confused about the older people’s preferences.
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This response to question 4 (b) (i) 
scores 2 marks.

Examiner Comments
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See comments in main report.

This response to question 4 (b) (i) 
scores 1 mark.

Examiner Comments



18 GCE Spanish 8SP0 01

This response to question 4 (b) (i) 
scores 1 mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (b) (ii)
Comments made in relation to 4(b)(i) also apply to this question. The published mark 
scheme does allow a small amount of harmless addition in view of the fact that there 
was a lot of potential information that candidates could offer. The best answers were 
characterised by concision, for example by saying ‘They are for primary school children and 
the challenge is stopping them getting bored’.

This response to question 4 (b) (ii) 
scores 2 marks.

Examiner Comments
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See comments in main report.

Example answer.
Examiner Comments
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Question 6
This was a multiple completion question with inbuilt distractors. Most of the higher-scoring 
candidates correctly identified the four correct letters, and lower-scoring candidates often 
got E and I, but with H as a common incorrect choice.
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Question 7 (a)
Most candidates got the right focus (origin) and also the right comparison between 
inhabitants and outsiders. Some lower-scoring candidates, however, focused on the clothes 
the participants wore and missed the point of the question.

This response to question 7 (a) 
scores 2 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7 (b)
Most of the higher-scoring candidates got the idea of shortage of accommodation and 
produced coherent responses. However some said ‘couldn’t find the festival’ or focused 
their answer around this notion, which made this question a good differentiator.

This response to question 7 (b) 
scores 1 mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7 (c)
Most of the higher-scoring candidates got the full meaning of representative of the local 
goddess and the Virgin Mary, or that it was a translation of the name of the local goddess. 
Some, however, confused the sense and tried to make an answer out of a few words lifted 
from the text. Centres can usefully train candidates that when the question asks why 
something is mentioned, very typically they will need to make an inference. 

This response to question 7 (c) scores 1 mark.
Examiner Comments
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Question 8 (a)
This was challenging for all but the highest-scoring candidates.

Quite a few candidates left this blank or wrote answers like ‘porque las peliculas son 
romanticas’ etc, which steal words from the text without showing understanding. The 
second part of this two-part question was designed to be demanding in terms of the 
inferences the candidates need to draw.
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This response to question 8 (a) scores 
2 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8 (b)
Most candidates answered this question well. It was designed to be answerable by simple 
recall and transcription from the text. The vocabulary was also simple to understand and 
answers were concisely expressed.
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This response to question 8 (b) scores 2 
marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8 (c)
Most candidates understood that it was the rights of children born outside marriage that 
were now protected. A few, however, wrote ‘hijos’ alone or ‘los bienes comunes’, which, in 
line with comments on earlier questions, shows that these candidates had not read the 
question properly or asked themselves if what they had written was a coherent response to 
that question.
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This response to question 8 (c) scores 
1 mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8 (d)
Most higher-scoring candidates understood the sense of living alone / in a dirty house and 
many put down both possibilities or put ‘solitario’ alone, indicating good comprehension 

Only a few lower-scoring candidates were able to produce a coherent answer and there 
were many lifts from the text which did not answer the question.

This response to question 8 (d) scores 
1 mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8 (e)
Most candidates understood this well and produced a coherent answer. The fact that the 
question was designed in such a way that it could be answered just using an infinitive made 
it accessible to most candidates.

This response to question 8 (e) scores 
1 mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8 (f)
Most of the higher-scoring candidates understood well here and rendered the full sense of 
‘lifelong marriage’

Lower-scoring candidates often missed the point of the question and produced answers 
such as ‘hizo una lista’ etc, or other lifts from the text.

This response to question 8 (f) scores 
1 mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 9 (a)
Most candidates focused on the wanting children, and this question was generally well 
answered, although some lower scoring candidates were beginning to struggle by this 
point in the paper and the length and literary style of this text caused them difficulties. For 
example, many wrote answers like ‘porque resistió a Juan’ etc, which made no sense, or 
produced random lifts from the text.
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This response to question 9 (a) scores 
1 mark.

Examiner Comments



36 GCE Spanish 8SP0 01

Question 9 (b)
Most candidates said ‘cocinaba’ or referenced the idea of cooking or selling what she had 
cooked correctly. However, lower-scoring candidates often used random and untargeted 
lifts from the text, which were not coherent as answers. Centres are reminded to train their 
candidates to consider the questions carefully and check if what they have written is a viable 
answer to the question as stated.
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This response to question 9 (b) scores 
1 mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 9 (c)
Most of the middle to higher scroring candidates got the ‘deudas’, but this question did 
depend on knowledge of this item of vocabulary, and where it was not known, there were 
random lifts from the text, such as ‘su marido’.
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This response to question 9 (c) scores 
1 mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 9 (d)
Higher-scoring candidates usually produced quite succinct answers, which were well 
expressed, but the answer depended on knowledge of the vocabulary item ‘vergüenza’ 
and there was evidence that this was sometimes not known. Centres are reminded that in 
preparing candidates, it is important to ensure that basic vocabulary knowledge, especially 
of vocabulary items that form part of the GCSE vocabulary list, is essential.

This response to question 9 (d) scores 
1 mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 9 (e)
This question caused difficulties for all but the highest scoring candidates. There is evidence 
than they misread or ignored the ‘ideas contradictorias’ in the question. This meant that 
they did not put two ideas together that there was a ‘before’ and ‘after’ in regard to the 
issue of marriage. Many candidates, therefore, made two points in the same side of the 
argument.

This response to question 9 (e) scores 
1 mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 9 (f)
This question was designed to target the lower part of the grade range, and as such was 
well answered by the majority of candidates who understood the sense of a fresh start or 
freedom.

This response to question 9 (f) scores 
1 mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 9 (g)
Most of the middle or higher scoring candidates correctly made the inference that the issue 
was ‘gender inequality’.

The lower scoring candidates lifted chunks from the text, which did not answer the question; 
for example ‘iniciar una aventura’.

This response to question 9 (g) scores 
1 mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 10
The translation into English places weight on the transfer of meaning in an unambiguous 
way, so that the English translation candidates produce conveys everything the Spanish text 
contains, and would be comprehensible to an English native speaker, with no knowledge 
of Spanish. The published mark scheme makes the approach to marking and to errors 
in English clear, and teachers should ensure that they are familiar with these as an aid to 
their approach to teaching. They should also note that there are some differences in the 
approach to the translation into Spanish on paper 8SP02.

Higher scoring candidates responded well to the translation and made only minor slips. 
In common with the rest of the paper, each mark is targeted at a grade, and so as a 
consequence the segment which required knowledge of ‘aguantar’ caused the most 
difficulty, even candidates who had a sense of the meaning not being always able to 
find an appropriate English word to cover the economics context of the passage. Lower 
scoring candidates often wrote things that did not make sense. Teachers can usefully train 
candidates to proof-read what they write and run a ‘sense-check’. If it doesn’t seem to make 
sense, then it probably isn’t correct. Tasks in class that focus on correcting or improving 
poorly translated passages could be helpful for this.
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This response to question 10 scores 
5 marks.

Examiner Comments

This response to question 10 scores 
10 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance in this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

• Candidates should read all questions carefully, paying particular attention to the 
question words.

• When lifting material from the texts, candidates should be aware of the need to 
manipulate language in order to answer the specific question asked.

• Candidates should be aware that Q 4 (b) is a summary exercise and that it is therefore 
unnecessary to translate the whole dialogue into English.

• Candidates must ensure that their translation reads naturally in English. It is often not 
possible to translate word for word from the original Spanish text.

• There will probably be unknown words, or even whole sentences, in the translation. 
Candidates should translate the words they do know and then make a sensible guess at 
the unknowns from the context. 
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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