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You will be assessed on your understanding of the connections between sociological theory and
methods of sociological enquiry as they apply to the study of social inequality and difference. This is
linked to the core themes of power, social inequality, socialisation, culture and identity. In your answers
to questions you are therefore encouraged to draw upon aspects of social inequality and difference

studied throughout your course.

Answer questions 1 and 2 and either question 3 or question 4.

SOURCE MATERIAL
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Use the source material and your wider sociological knowledge to answer both questions 1 and 2.
1 Outline and explain why mixed methods are used in sociological research. [15]

2 Outline and assess the view that overt observation is the best way to research gender differences
in schools. [25]

Using your wider sociological knowledge answer either question 3(a) and 3(b) or question 4(a) and

4(b).

3 (a) Ouitline the evidence that working classes are disadvantaged in the contemporary UK. [20]
(b) Outline and assess Marxist explanations of social class inequalities. [40]

or

4 (a) Outline the evidence that some ethnic groups are advantaged in the contemporary UK. [20]
(b) Outline and assess Weberian explanations of ethnic inequalities. [40]

[Total: 100]
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A text extract has been removed due to third party copyright restrictions.

Details: Francis, B, The role of The Boffin as abject Other in gendered performances of school achievement.
The Sociological Review (2009).
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