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Introduction
The fifth year of this advanced level GCE unit has again provided examiners with a full 
range of interesting and informative responses. As usual, those centres where Russian is 
taught have prepared their candidates extremely well for the examination. The examiners 
are pleased to note that teachers seem to pay careful heed to the examiners' reports from 
previous years. It is clearly shown in students' work that teachers have excellent knowledge 
of the specification and the requirements of the examination. There are a range of centres 
where candidates' command of the grammar and lexis required at this level is truly 
impressive. As in previous years, the best Research-Based Essays were outstanding in their 
marshalling of factual information and their analytical approach. The discursive essays which 
scored the highest marks were persuasive yet balanced, and the creative essays which 
pleased the examiners most were lively yet focused.

This unit requires candidates to answer three questions in two and a half hours. The 
translation (section A) is worth 10 of the 100 marks available and the proportionate amount 
of time to spend on it would be 25-30 minutes. Section B and Section C are each worth 
45 marks, so an hour on each of these would represent an appropriate division of time. 
Candidates have clearly been well trained on time management in this examination.

The number of answers to question B and C which were overlong continues to reduce. The 
majority of overlong answers appear to be from native or near-native speaker candidates 
who have not been taught or offered advice on the examination by their centres. Examiners 
would like, once again, to remind centres that the upper word limit for these sections is 200 
words. Examiners stop reading at the end of the sentence in which the 200th word lies. This 
may impact candidates who have not had appropriate guidance and have therefore written 
overlong essays.

In both Section B and Section C, overlong answers lost marks for Organisation and 
Development, and it was also often true that they failed to answer the question fully, as 
key information was contained in the section which lay beyond the word limit. Centres and 
candidates, especially non-learners in centres where Russian is not taught, should note that 
there is more space provided than is usually necessary for 200 words and that the space is 
not an indicator of how much candidates should write. There were very few short answers, 
as always, but where an answer was short, it often contained very little information or 
argument and therefore scored very low marks.

The approach to individual questions is considered in the reports on each of the options 
which follow. An example from a candidate's response is given for each question. Please 
note that, in some cases, only part answers are given as exemplification. A general 
summary of areas for improvement for Sections B and C is also given as this may prove 
useful for centres.

Overall, the examining team would sincerely thank once again those teachers of Russian 
in schools who present such excellent candidates. These teachers work tirelessly to keep 
the language on school curricula and their candidates are a credit to them. It is genuinely 
a pleasure to read their work which shows such excellent understanding of Russian history, 
culture and society. There can be no doubt that Russian remains alive and well at Advanced 
Level.
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Question 1
Section A of this paper required candidates to translate a short passage of English into 
Russian. The passage is split into 30 assessable elements and one 'point' is gained for each 
correct element at the marking stage. A mark out of 10 is awarded based on the number 
of correct elements (see the mark scheme). For an element to be considered correct it 
must have all the details contained in the English original (i.e. no word omitted) and all 
the grammatical endings (case endings, agreements and verb endings) had to be correct. 
One spelling or transliteration error was allowed per element, provided that it was not 
grammatical and did not affect the sound significantly when read aloud. 

Overall, the majority of candidates performed reasonably well at this task, although the 
range of marks awarded was wide. Very many learner candidates were able to gain 7 or 8 
marks, but very few learners succeeded in achieving 9 or 10. Many native speakers once 
again lost marks through insufficient attention to detail of the English passage, for example 
omitting 'every year' from the second paragraph. Those with very little ability to manipulate 
the grammar of the language scored very low marks, perhaps 1 or 2, despite knowing a 
great deal of the required vocabulary. They often gained points for elements such as 'когда', 
'что школа', 'пробдема' and 'у меня', these having been designed to allow candidates to 
gain marks at the lower end because no grammatical manipulation is required. As has been 
said before, this question is chiefly a test of the grammar in the A2 specification and those 
who have not mastered this will not perform well.

Candidates faced the most difficulties with the following elements: 

•	 'is the best time' was often translated incorrectly because candidates assumed the 
gender of 'время' to be feminine, leading them to write 'самая лучшая время'. 'лучшее' 
was also often spelt with an 'ое' ending which also lost candidates the point for this 
element.

•	 'in your youth' often caused learner candidates to write something like 'в молодёжи', 
which was not accepted.

•	 'your most serious' often led to alternative translations for the word 'serious', such as 
'большой', 'важный' or 'главный'. These were not accepted as being equivalent to 
'serious'. The correct use of the superlative 'самый' is well embedded, however.

•	 the three elements making up the phrase 'whether your friends will like your new 
trainers' caused the most difficulties for all candidates, both learners and non-learners. 
'whether' was often translated as 'если' and this was not accepted; candidates were 
required to use 'ли' to get the point for this element. Some candidates misunderstood 
the whole phrase and tried to translate something like 'your friends will be like your new 
trainers'. 

•	 'your friends will like' often led to the incorrect use of 'нравиться', the problem for 
learner candidates often being the lack of dative case, or a slightly incorrect dative 
plural 'друзьям'. The incorrect use of a singular verb form where plural is required 
('trainers') was common. The word order issues which the use of 'ли' creates were not 
often handled well, and such structures are clearly a point for development for some A 
Level candidates.

•	 'trainers' was known by surprisingly few candidates, with non-learners often translating 
this as 'штаны'. 'Кроссовки' was very frequently spelt with one 'c'.

•	 'school is a stressful place' caused candidates to come up with many variants for the 
word 'stressful', although the most successful often went for the more natural sounding 
'место, где много стресса'.
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•	 with 'so many', candidates often lost marks because they omitted a word for 'so' - both 
'очень' and 'так' were accepted here.

•	 'мне надо' was a discriminating element and there were several variations which were 
accepted - candidates would benefit from further practice of constructions with the 
dative case such as this.

•	 'to get very good grades' demonstrated that some candidates struggle with the spelling 
rules - 'хорошые оценки' was encountered reasonably frequently. Candidates often lost 
a point because they missed out 'very' in their translations.

•	 'next year' often resulted in incorrect spellings of 'в следующем году', particularly from 
non-learner candidates who tended to write the word 'следующий' phonetically.

•	 the weakest candidates did not recognise that they needed 'чтобы' to translate 'to get'. 

•	 a number of candidates did not spot that they needed the accusative for 'into a good 
university' (if they had used 'поступить' or 'попасть', which were the most common 
translations of 'to get'), often using the prepositional instead, or getting the adjective 
ending wrong on 'хороший'.
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This candidate demonstrates an excellent knowledge of the required vocabulary and 
grammar at this level, but does show a number of the errors outlined above, as well as 
some others.

This answer scores 7 out of 10. A number of minor errors 
mount up, and there are a few vocabulary issues. This 
candidate has an excellent command of Russian but would 
benefit from checking his / her work thoroughly.

Examiner Comments

It can be a good idea to go through the translation 
and annotate it with the case endings or 
particularly difficult structures you are going to 
use. This can help you make the right decisions.

Examiner Tip
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This is an example of an excellent translation. The candidate has a strong grasp of the 
vocabulary required at this level.

This translation scores 10 out of 10. The only error is 
the incorrect spelling of 'кроссовки'.

Examiner Comments
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This is an excellent translation from a learner candidate which shows that it is possible to 
score the very highest marks.

This translation scores extremely well, but the most 
difficult structure at the end of the first paragraph has 
caused some difficulties. Examiners expected this to be 
the hardest structure and this proved to be the case.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should examine the required grammar 
appendix in the specification and ensure they know the 
most difficult structures. It is likely that the translation 
will test a range of the grammar in this appendix.

Examiner Tip
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This translation is a demonstration of a candidate who knows virtually all the required 
vocabulary for the task, apart from perhaps 'say', 'serious', 'trainers', 'worry' and 'soon', but 
has little ability to manipulate the grammar required at this level.

This answer scores 3 out of 10, because the candidate 
has elements correct which require only a knowledge of 
vocabulary. Such translations are rare, but a lack of attention 
to grammatical awareness is an issue for some candidates.

Examiner Comments

Candidates must ensure that they learn their 
grammatical endings thoroughly and have 
plenty of practice in applying these in exam-
type settings. A knowledge of vocabulary is 
not enough to score more than 3 out of 10.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a)

General Comments on Section B: Creative or Discursive Essay

In the creative essays in Section B, the best essays (scoring 13-15 for Understanding and 
Response) were succinct and succeeded in telling the whole story in the space available, 
or built sufficient suspense to leave the reader wondering about the characters or what 
might happen next. Good answers to question 2c, the newspaper article, were written in 
an appropriate journalistic style. Almost exclusively, the creative essays were attempted by 
non-learner candidates who had not received guidance on what might constitute successful 
creative writing; candidates must pay careful attention to the planning of their work. 

Poorly planned pieces often contained lengthy scene setting or description of character 
but little action. Writing a successful piece of creative writing in 200 words is a challenging 
task and not something which should be embarked upon without first planning content 
or structure. There were very few completely irrelevant essays, although some were 
considered to be 'pedestrian' or failed to grab the examiners' attention. They usually scored 
no more than 7-9 for Understanding & Response ('satisfactory [...] response to stimulus').

The vast majority of candidates who have been taught Russian in schools wrote excellent 
discursive essays. There is a great deal of good practice in centres as shown in the 
candidates' work. Many candidates wrote extensive plans on their examination papers 
and such good practice is to be encouraged as carefully planned essays were, in virtually 
all cases, more successful. Careful planning by candidates results in balanced discursive 
essays where the ideas are well thought through and it seems difficult to conceive why a 
candidate would choose to launch into such a piece of writing without a plan. In order to 
score 10-12 or 13-15 for Understanding & Response, essays must be balanced and consider 
both sides of the argument. As every year, centres are strongly advised to take careful 
note of this requirement. Non-learner candidates taking GCE Russian, in centres where 
Russian is not taught, are significantly disadvantaged if they are not made aware of this 
requirement, and so write unbalanced essays. One-sided essays can score a maximum of 
9 for Understanding & Response and some overlong essays were considered one sided as 
the entirety of the second half lay beyond the 200th word. Such essays scored a maximum 
of 9 for Understanding & Response and also for Organisation and Development, even if 
they were linguistically impressive. Balanced and well-structured discursive essays should 
have a conclusion in which the candidate comes down on one side or the other, but until 
this point, the best candidates remained neutral themselves and discussed ideas in abstract 
terms, avoiding the use of the first person. In order to score 9-10 for Range & Application of 
Language, learner candidates are encouraged to use wide or more complex constructions, 
such as passives, gerunds, relative clauses, compound conjunctions and conditionals. A 
range of varied essay phrases is also useful as this enables weaker candidates to score 
higher marks. They should be aware, though, that a string of such phrases is not able to 
make up for a lack of content or ideas; careful planning and consideration of the depth 
of ideas which the candidate has before beginning will result in a better essay across 
the board. Candidates should also be encouraged to ensure that they have sufficient 
topic vocabulary when they select a discursive essay to answer. It is perfectly possible 
for candidates to achieve 5 for Accuracy for their discursive essay; indeed many learner 
candidates did so. Accuracy does not have to be perfect to achieve this, but the essay 
must show an impressive command of noun and verb grammar and give the impression of 
accuracy throughout.
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Question 2 (a)
This question was the least popular of the creative essays and there were very few answers 
from candidates who had learned Russian in schools. Candidates were required to present a 
creative piece based on the photograph of a girl reading what appears to be a test in which 
she has performed poorly. There was a nice range of answers, mostly based on the idea 
of the girl having failed a maths test. Some of the best answers were written in the first 
person; this often brought a sense of urgency to the narrative and helped the candidate 
to avoid lengthy scene setting. In some answers, the girl retook the test and scored much 
more highly, and in others the narrative revolved around her having to explain to her 
parents why she had done so badly.

This candidate tells the story of some parents who put their daughter under pressure to 
achieve higher grades and live up to their own achievements, until the daughter discovers 
the truth about her mother's past. The story is pacy and engaging, and demonstrates how 
creative pieces can be very successful in 200 words.
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This is an excellent answer. It scores full marks 
in all mark bands. The reader is swept along by 
the combination of dialogue, the lack of lengthy 
scene setting and the engaging content. There 
is a sense of completeness here; the story has a 
beginning inspired by the stimulus (the terrible 
grades), a middle (the parents' overblown pride) 
and an ending (the daughter's discovery). The 
whole thing is something of a cathartic experience. 
The vocabulary is sophisticated and the language is 
well manipulated. As often is the case with creative 
pieces, the dialogue helps move the story on, but 
very few candidates employ this technique.

Examiner Comments

When writing a story in 200 words, you 
need to think about plot carefully. You do 
not have space to describe the scene or 
the characters more than might be gained 
incidentally from the plot. It is best to jump 
straight in. Suspense and surprise are good 
tools for this task, and as we see here, a 
sense of humour also works well.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (b)
There were a number of very good answers to this question, which was the most popular 
creative essay attempted. Candidates were required to continue a story which begins with 
Maria arriving home and finding nobody there. Answers tended to fall into two categories, 
either a surprise birthday party where the girl's relatives jump out or horror where she finds 
them murdered. The best answers did not spend too long describing the house as Maria 
returns, but rather got on with the action. There were some particular creative answers, 
with one candidate having the girl arrive home to find Lenin sitting in the front room.

This candidate narrates an horrific tale which is not for the faint-hearted. The terror aside, 
the story is fast paced and the action begins straight away.
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This is an excellent piece of suspenseful writing. A 
careful combination of short and long sentences is used 
to create the terrifying effect. The essay scores full 
marks on all categories apart from Understanding and 
Response, where the score is 14. It is well organised and 
constructed, and not over ambitious in content. There is a 
sense that it is (rather horrifically) resolved at the end.

Examiner Comments

Remember that you must get straight into the 
action. Creative essays are invariably more 
successful when this is done.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (c)
This question required candidates to write a newspaper article in response to the headline 
given on the exam paper, in this case the story of a 12-year old boy found behind the wheel 
of a car. It proved more popular than in previous years, although there were still very few, 
if any, answers from learner candidates. The requirement to write a newspaper article was 
realised much more successfully than in the past, with some pieces in a very convincing 
journalistic register. The stories tended to follow one of two paths: either the boy was 
driving the car due to some kind of emergency (often an ill parent) or he turned out to be a 
delinquent who had stolen it. The very best answers picked up the style of a particular type 
of newspaper, for example a tabloid, and some ended their articles by suggesting to the 
reading public that they ought to take more care of their children or know more about what 
they are up to.

This candidate tells the story of a boy driving a car who was stopped by the GAI in Kiev. It 
turns out he has a Russian passport which says that he is 18, to the surprise of the traffic 
police. The story brings in an interesting angle about identification documents in Ukraine to 
the 'boy behind the wheel' story, and is written in an appropriate journalistic style.
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This is an excellent response and scores full marks 
in all categories. The register is appropriate and the 
subject matter engaging and interesting.

Examiner Comments

Make your writing more like a newspaper article by 
using rhetorical questions or devices, addressing 
the reader, using quotes or speculating about 
outcomes. Think about what you have read in a 
newspaper and the kind of language that is used.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (d)
This question, requiring candidates to reflect on whether fast food should be sold in schools, 
was the most popular of the discursive essay titles. There were some outstanding answers, 
although there seemed to be a large number where candidates had strong arguments for 
a ban on fast food in schools, but rather weaker ones for no ban. The strongest answers 
began by setting out the controversies surrounding the eating habits of young people, and 
went on to give brief details of the consequences of a poor diet. Less successful answers 
gave great detail about illnesses such as diabetes and the effects of obesity, which, while 
demonstrating good understanding, took up too much space and prevented candidates from 
arguing convincingly from both sides. Indeed, this problem meant that this question had the 
greatest number of one sided essays of all the discursive questions. Weaker answers also 
tended to concentrate on general aspects of poor diet rather than linking this to schools and 
their responsibilities. The very best candidates had clear and convincing arguments for both 
sides, arguing against a ban because people should have a freedom of choice over their 
diet, and because of the futility of such a ban when there are fast food outlets near many 
schools. They went on to point out, though, the importance of setting a good example to 
young people who may not get good nutritional information at home. The vast majority of 
essays, good and bad alike, concluded that a ban on fast food in schools is indeed a good 
thing.
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This candidate has produced an excellent essay which considers the argument from both 
sides convincingly. The fundamental role of schools in setting a good example is set out in 
the first half, and the attractiveness of fast food to young people is considered. The second 
half spells out the fact that fast food alone is not the problem, and that rather than an 
outright ban, the government ought to work more on getting pupils to do more sport and on 
providing better education on nutritional issues.
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The essay shown here is excellent from a linguistic 
point of view, scoring 10 for Range and Application 
of Language and 5 for Accuracy. There is an 
impressive command of grammar shown, and 
a wide range of essay phrases used to frame 
the points made. The arguments are reasonable 
and well explained, and the essay scores 14 for 
Understanding and Response. The chief reason 
it is presented here, though, is because it is 
overlong and therefore the mark for Organisation 
and Development is capped at 9. The 200th word 
lies at the beginning of the final paragraph, which 
means the examiner will read until the end of the 
sentence ending 'на первый взгляд'. This means 
that the candidate's conclusion makes sense, and 
so there is little loss of marks for Understanding 
and Response.

Examiner Comments

You must carefully count the words in your 
essay and ensure that it is not too long. The 
200th word must lie in the final sentence 
to avoid the mark for Organisation and 
Development in otherwise excellent essays 
being capped at 9.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (e)
This question was the least popular of the discursive essay titles. Candidates were required 
to reflect on whether charity money is better spent at home, or abroad. There were many 
general essays which did not give good examples of charities and the types of work which 
they might undertake in developed or developing nations, rather tending to settle on the 
thread of argument that 'charity begins at home', without elaborating fully why this might 
be of benefit. There were some excellent answers from native or heritage speakers who 
were able to compare the charity situation in Russia with that in the UK, often reflecting 
positively on the willingness of British people to donate to charities which support people 
abroad. The best essays showed an understanding of the subtleties of the economic and 
social arguments for and against charities, on the one hand, the creation of a dependency 
culture in developing nations, and on the other the responsibility that developed nations 
might have to share the wealth which they have accumulated through former colonialism.

This candidate argues convincingly on the one hand that there are many people in this 
country living in poverty and it is our responsibility to help them first, adding that we do 
not have enough money to help everyone else and so we should start with those in our 
own country. On the other hand, we are told that problems in some developing countries 
are often much more serious than our own citizens face and in the times of empire the UK 
took resources from these countries and so now has a responsibility to help them. Much like 
many of the essays for this question, the conclusion is a little indecisive, with the candidate 
suggesting that we should help people here first and then abroad when there is more 
money to do so.
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This is a very good essay which is well planned. We have 
included the candidate’s plan here to indicate how this has 
been achieved. The best discursive essay answers virtually 
always show some evidence of planning. The essay scores 
13 for Understanding and Response and Organisation and 
Development. It is well developed, if a little indecisive in its 
conclusion. The mark for Range and Application of Language 
is 8 and for Accuracy is 4.

Examiner Comments

Make sure you plan your discursive essay 
thoroughly. A carefully planned argument, 
which brings in the main issues but does so 
in a sophisticated and not simplistic way, will 
lead to a better outcome. This candidate's 
plan is an example of how this might be 
done in the examination.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (f)
This question, which required candidates to express an opinion on whether foreign 
languages are the most important school subject, was the second most popular discursive 
essay choice. There were a range of convincing answers, although there was a tendency in 
this question to present a first-person argument on the pro side (for example, that foreign 
languages are extremely useful for them and have allowed them to communicate whilst 
on holiday) and also a first-person argument on the contra side (such as 'However, I think 
that maths is a very important subject because we use it every day'). This approach is 
highly unconvincing in a discursive essay, where the best essays do not use first person 
constructions at all until the final conclusion. Arguments are presented in abstract, with 
appropriate distance (for example, 'It is thought by some that maths is the most important 
subject'). This approach also has the benefit of generally improving the linguistic register of 
the language used. The most successful essays here often appreciated the unique cultural 
insight which foreign languages can bring, and their utility both for work and for leisure. 
Some candidates mentioned the positive esteem in which universities might hold language 
qualifications and others argued that globalisation means that the ability to communicate 
with others is an essential skill. On the other hand, arguments tended to fall into two types: 
some candidates argued that one other subject is more important than a language (usually 
maths), although they often failed to give convincing reasons for this, whilst others argued 
that languages are not the most important subject for a range of reasons (usually because 
everyone speaks English). The latter approach was generally more successful because the 
arguments presented tended to counterbalance those in the first half of the essay rather 
better.

This candidate begins by pointing out that the number of students choosing to study foreign 
languages in the UK is small. Arguments are firstly presented for why there is no need 
to study them - technology and dictionaries can be used for translation, it is easier for 
graduates who have studied maths and science to find jobs, and that these subjects help 
develop analytical skills better. On the other hand, we are told, the labour market is now 
international and the freedom of movement within the EU creates a need for language skills. 
The advantages in terms of cultural understanding are also pointed out, and the benefits of 
this for business. The candidate concludes, within 200 words, that languages are the most 
important subject.
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This is an excellent essay because the candidate presents 
arguments which reflect each other and thus we are offered true 
balance. An example of this is the idea that it is easer for maths 
graduates to find work on the one hand, but on the other that 
businesses need cultural understanding in an age of globalisation. 
The essay is very accurate and scores 5 for Accuracy and 9 
for Range and Application of Language. It scores 14 for both 
Understanding and Response and Organisation and Development.

Examiner Comments

Develop a range of essay phrases to use to help structure 
your arguments. Examples might be, 'надо задать 
вопрос','с одной стороны надо понимать', 'однакою 
нельзя забыть', 'из вышесказанного можно сделать 
вывод, то', 'ясно, что', 'прибавляя к этому', etc.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (g)
This question on whether rap music has a bad influence on young people was the third most 
popular of the discursive essay options. The best essays reflected extremely thoughtfully on 
the positive aspects of rap music, explaining the creativity in the lyrics and the opportunity 
for self expression which the music gives. They went on to argue, though, that some rap 
music can influence young people to objectify women or encourage homophobia or drug 
use. Weaker essays tended to argue the point from a personal point of view, often declaring 
a stance at the beginning and being very one sided. Many candidates explained their own 
passion for rap music and mentioned examples of the music they like, and while this is 
interesting, it does not help to convey a convincing argument in an appropriate register.

This candidate offers a reasonable discursive essay which is argued mainly from personal 
experience. On the one hand, we are told that rappers often use bad language and lead a 
bad life, taking drugs, etc. Younger fans can be encouraged to copy this. On the other hand, 
the candidate (rather more convincingly) suggests that this is a stereotype and that rap 
music allows young people to express their feelings, as well as helping the development of 
their brain. Personal examples are given of people who are educated and intelligent and who 
enjoy rap music.
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This essay is an example of one which is linguistically strong but 
where the arguments and structure / development need attention. 
The candidate loses no marks for language, but scores only 12 for 
Organisation and Development and Understanding and Response. 
The ideas presented are expressed too personally and are too 
simplistic. The candidate does make relevant and properly explained 
points for both sides, which is why the mark is 12 for Understanding 
and Response, but the second half is clearly a personal response.

Examiner Comments

Essays should be balanced. The best essays have introductions 
which do not state the side of the argument which you will come 
down on. Keep the introduction general; state the question and 
suggest that there are different opinions about it. Introductions 
should not be long; you should keep the space for examples 
when discussing the main points of the essay. You should also 
make sure that your essay is not a 'personal response' - try to 
avoid using first person constructions until the conclusion where 
you state the side of the argument you are supporting.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (a)

General Comments on Section C: Research-Based Essay

The Section C Research-Based Essay was, as last year, very well handled by a high 
proportion of candidates from those centres where Russian is taught in the curriculum. 
In nearly all cases, the essays from learner candidates were a pleasure to read and the 
examiners would once again like to express their gratitude to teachers for their excellent 
preparation of candidates for this section. Many candidates' essays demonstrated their 
considerable, in-depth research and showed an impressive command of language and 
structure. Candidates are reminded of the importance of addressing the question on the 
paper; essays which did not actually answer the analytical part of the question scored 
a maximum of 13-18 for Reading, Research & Understanding. In order to score 19-24 
or 25-30, essays need to offer opinion and analysis as well as factual content. This will 
usually involve stating a fact and then telling the reader what this fact shows us or why 
it is important or relevant. Conversely, the stating of opinion without sufficient evidence 
will also often lead to lower marks; their requirement for this unit is that candidates do 
detailed, sustained research in advance and come to the examination armed with facts 
which they then use to back up their analysis. Sadly, as in previous years, poor preparation 
for the examination led to a number of candidates writing almost entirely irrelevant essays 
or essays which simply retold the plot of a book or film, thus scoring very low marks. A 
far smaller number of candidates wrote answers to 3(a), 3(b) or 3(d) which, while often 
interesting, scored zero as they did not meet the clear requirement on page 40 of the 
specification for the research to relate to the 'culture and / or society of a Russian-language 
country, countries or community.' The new rubric on the question paper explaining that 
essays must relate directly to a Russian-speaking country has helped considerably to 
alleviate this problem, but it is still surprising to read essays on tourism in Cornwall or 
'Pride and Prejudice'. Examiners accepted any country which formed part of the former 
Soviet Union or the former Russian empire as being 'Russian speaking' for the purposes of 
this section, and, as usual, there was a range of interesting essays on the former Soviet 
republics for 3(a). Candidates are reminded of the importance of writing a structured essay 
in this section. Those candidates who had written detailed plans virtually always performed 
better, and the examiners again expressed surprise at the relative lack of such plans. There 
were many essays which gave lots of factual information but which were really, in essence, 
a regurgitation of all that is known on the topic or the plot of the book or film they had 
read; candidates must use their factual knowledge to answer the question and support 
their assertions if they are to reach the higher mark bands for Organisation & Development. 
Essays should have an introductory paragraph and a conclusion which refers back to the 
question set on the paper. Examiners were surprised at the increasing number of essays 
which show no evidence of paragraphing and attention to the order of the points being 
made. Centres are reminded that quotations do not count within the word limit and also 
that proper names need not be included. Very few essays contain a bibliography or sources 
of factual information. Whilst this is not a requirement for the higher mark bands, some 
'facts' used by candidates did seem unlikely and proper referencing of sources would help 
candidates to prove that they have done extensive research.
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Question 3 (a)
This question required candidates to demonstrate their research about and understanding 
of a Russian-speaking geographical region or city, and specifically what there is for tourists 
and whether tourism is important for the region. Most candidates were able to offer a 
lengthy list of tourist attractions, although some were able to give very few details (if any) 
about the numbers of visitors or the advantages which the area might offer over others. 
Some pieces read rather like an advertisement or a brochure, detailing about a region or 
town rather than presenting a serious piece which follows in-depth research. It was rare for 
answers to this question to score highly because the focus was too often on the attractions 
themselves as opposed to tourism and its advantages and disadvantages. The analysis 
of the importance of tourism to the area was virtually always tacked on the end and not 
integrated throughout. Centres and candidates are reminded that, although the questions 
are expressed in two parts, the best essays will integrate these two parts together. The 
most common cities studied were Moscow, St Petersburg, Sochi, Kiev, Minsk and other 
capital cities of countries of the former Soviet Union, with Almaty and Astana topping this 
list.

This candidate discusses the Latvian cities of Riga and Jurmala. Factual information is given 
about the attractions of each place, and tourism is mentioned briefly at the beginning.
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This essay is typical of that presented in answer to this question by 
non-learner candidates. The essay scores 6 for Quality of Language 
and 6 for Organisation and Development. The mark for Reading, 
Research and Understanding is 12 out of 30. There is virtually no 
analysis of the impact of tourism on these cities and there is very 
little evidence of research beyond what the candidate might know if 
he / she had heard of these two cities or been to / lived in Latvia.

Examiner Comments

Teachers and candidates should make sure that they have 
prepared the full range of aspects of the specification requirements 
for the Research-Based Essay. Candidates offering a geographical 
region should be able to write comfortably on key people, events 
and issues (demographic, environmental, economic, social and 
political), and the customs, traditions and beliefs of people from 
that area. They should be able to explain, in every case, why they 
think something is important or interesting, offering their own 
opinion or analysis of the facts they present.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (b)
Fewer candidates offered answers to this question than has been the case in previous 
years. Candidates were required to discuss an event from the period of history which 
they have studied and explain why they consider the event to be interesting. Once again, 
the most popular periods studied were the Great Patriotic War (the event was often the 
Siege of Leningrad, the Battle of Stalingrad or Victory Day), the 1980s and the Russian 
Revolution (the February revolution was often discussed as the event). Many candidates did 
not make good use of the question itself and missed the discussion of why they found the 
event interesting or tacked this on at the end, after lengthy description of the event itself. 
Many candidates did have a good understanding of the historical detail, but there were few 
answers in the top bracket for Reading, Research and Understanding because analysis and 
fact were not successfully integrated. As always, the most successful essays analysed with 
the back-up of facts rather than presenting facts and then analysing them.

This candidate has focused research on the late 1980s and discusses the founding of the 
Soviet Cultural Fund in 1986. The essay brings some interesting and unusual ideas forward 
and presents factual information to back up analytical assertions.
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This is a very good essay and shows how the candidate has 
conducted relevant research. Too often, candidates' sole 
source of knowledge is their relatives' tales of the past. In this 
case, there is clear evidence of research. The essay scores 6 
for Quality of Language, 9 for Organisation and Development 
and 28 for Reading, Research and Understanding.

Examiner Comments

Make sure you give your own opinion and analyse facts 
throughout. If you are unsure about how to do this effectively, 
use a 'point, evidence, explain' approach: state your point (e.g. 
'The October Revolution deprived many people of their personal 
freedom'), state some factual evidence (e.g. 'A significant number 
of people were imprisoned by the Bolsheviks for their political 
or religious beliefs') and then explain why you think it could be 
interesting (e.g. 'I think this is interesting because it could have 
led to fear of the regime and this perhaps reinforced its power, 
something which is relevant in many regimes in the world today').

Examiner Tip
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This candidate discusses the 'Great Retreat' of 1915.
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This is a good essay which reaches the top of the second mark 
band; with a score for Reading, Research and Understanding 
of 24. There is a little too much description for the top mark 
band, however there is excellent analysis of the importance of 
the event. The score for Organisation and Development is 8 
and for Quality of Language is 6.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (c)
This question required candidates to describe a significant change in modern-Russian 
speaking society and explain why this change is important. The most common 'changes' 
for discussion were recent laws on smoking in public places in Russia, the situation in 
Ukraine and / or Crimea, intolerance versus the growing number of immigrants, quality 
between men and women, the rise in homophobia, the new leisure culture and, very often, 
the collapse of the Soviet Union. Despite the requirement for areas for study for this topic 
to be post-1991, the collapse of the Soviet Union was allowed. There were very many 
personal tirades in answer to this question, often expressing one-sided or unbalanced views 
backed up by little evidence. The part of the question requiring candidates to explain the 
importance of the change was not always well explored.

This candidate discusses the rise in children in children's homes in Russia. Various aspects 
of the issue are explained and the conclusion is suggested that although children's homes 
are not ideal, there would be more children in poverty without them.
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This is a good Research-Based Essay. It is clearly 
grounded in factual detail, with analysis and opinion 
incorporated in the answer. Some ideas are put 
forward and there is an attempt to use facts to back 
them up. It scores 29 for Reading, Research and 
Understanding, 9 for Organisation and Development 
and 5 for Quality of Language.

Examiner Comments

Plan your Research-Based Essay carefully and 
ensure that you have facts to back up each of 
your opinions. Make sure you analyse information 
and explain what it tells you about the issue being 
discussed.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (d)
This question required candidates to choose a book, play or film which they have studied 
and discuss several themes from it, explaining whether they consider the themes to be 
important for people in the modern world. This required candidates to present some factual 
information about the themes and an analysis of their significance for the modern reader. 
Candidates were required to discuss more than one theme to access the highest mark 
bands, although in the most successful essays the themes discussed were often aspects of 
one wider theme and this enabled the candidate to produce an integrated piece. Lengthy 
retelling of the plot of the book, play or film did not score well, although this was quite 
common amongst native speaker candidates.

This was by far the most popular Research-Based Essay question, reflecting the fact that 
the majority of centres teaching Russian are continuing to open candidates' eyes to Russian 
culture through the study of literature. A wide range of literary works were featured, and 
the insight which these allow into Russian culture was pleasing. The post popular prose 
works studied by learner candidates in schools this year were Pushkin's 'Пиковая дама', 
Bulgakov's 'Собачье сердце', Baranskaya's 'Неделя как неделя', Chekhov's 'Дама с 
собачкой'. Turgenev's 'Первая любовь' has all but disappeared from school curricula 
and there were also very few answers on the short stories by Tolstaya which have been 
popular in the past. 'Пиковая дама' still remains the most popular work overall when 
native speakers are included, and is still studied in many schools. As last year, Gogol's 
'Ревизор' and Chekhov's 'Дядя Ваня' and 'Вишнёвый сад' are the most popular plays being 
studied by some distance. There were fewer essays on poetry than in previous years, but 
some native speakers again offered essays on themes from some of the great novels of 
Dostoevsky and Tolstoy, although producing a 200-word essay on the themes of 'Война и 
мир' and their importance to readers in the modern world is some feat; these essays all too 
often contained little plot detail and treated the themes much too simplistically. The most 
popular film choice for study in schools continues to be 'Утомлённые сольнцем', although 
this has also decreased in popularity. Amongst other films studied successfully in schools, 
examiners this year most commonly saw 'Живой', with Soviet classics 'Ирония судьбы или 
С лёгким паром' and 'Москва слёзам не верит' continuing to be popular amongst native 
speakers. Overall, the examiners were very pleased with the ability of candidates to choose 
two key themes and relate them to the modern world using short, targeted quotations. The 
weakest candidates sometimes did not seem to understand what a ‘theme’ in a work might 
be – of they gave one very broad theme, often 'love', and then a rather obvious explanation 
of how it might be relevant nowadays. Some essays dwelt too much on the theme and 
therefore offered little actual information about the book read or film watched.

The most successful essays had clearly recognisable themes identified in the first paragraph 
and did not tack the relevance to the modern world discussion on at the end. Less 
successful essays kept the examiner guessing until the final paragraph what the actual 
themes were. Those essays which made it into the top band for Reading, Research and 
Understanding were a pleasure to read. These candidates showed that they knew the text 
very well and their writing was analytical and to the point; no word was superfluous to 
requirements.

This candidate discusses some perceived themes of Chekhov's 'Вишнёвый сад' (conflict 
between former peasants and the aristocracy, the future of Russia) successfully. They are 
analysed with reference to the modern world and short quotations are used to good effect.
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This is a good essay in which the candidate has succeeded 
in marshalling the material available into a response to the 
question set. The analysis is well integrated, although the reader 
is not always convinced of the argument as to why the themes 
are relevant or not. The linguistic standard is very high. The 
essay scores 6 for Quality of Language, 8 for Organisation and 
Development and 27 for Reading, Research and Understanding.

Examiner Comments

Prepare some short quotes from your book or play - this will 
enable you to illustrate your points more effectively. Make 
sure you refer to the question explicitly in your answer.

Examiner Tip
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This candidate discusses some key themes in the film 'Живой' - the effect of the Chechen 
War on veterans and the presentation of the Russian government. Short quotes and 
descriptions are used to illustrate the points made, and the candidate concludes with a 
discussion of the importance of the themes for the modern world.
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This is a very good essay. It is well 
organised and the themes are developed 
well (it scores 9 for Organisation and 
Development). The language is very 
good. The candidate knows the film 
extremely well and is able to draw 
out key themes which might have a 
relevance ot the viewer. The essay 
scores 27 for Reading, Research and 
Understanding.

Examiner Comments

For the literature or film option, 
detailed knowledge of the text is what 
is meant by 'clear evidence of in depth 
reading and research.' Candidates do 
not need to have studied secondary 
literature to access the highest mark 
bands, although this can always give 
further insight and might represent an 
opportunity for stretch and challenge.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

•	 Divide your time carefully in the examination and do not spend too long on any one 
part;

•	 Ensure that you prepare thoroughly for the translation task by studying the prescribed 
grammar list in the specification;

•	 Learn grammatical endings for verbs and nouns thoroughly, paying particular attention 
to the use of cases after prepositions;

•	 Seek to incorporate a range of more complex grammatical structures into your written 
work, such as conditionals, subjunctives, compound conjunctions, gerunds and 
participles.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx



Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828  
with its registered office at Edinburgh Gate, Harlow, Essex CM20 2JE




