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Edexcel is one of the leading examining and awarding bodies in the UK and throughout 
the world. We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, 
occupational and specific programmes for employers. 

Through a network of UK and overseas offices, Edexcel’s centres receive the support they 
need to help them deliver their education and training programmes to learners. 

For further information, please call our GCE line on 0844 576 0025, our GCSE team on 0844 
576 0027, or visit our website at www.edexcel.com. 

If you have any subject specific questions about the content of this Examiners’ Report that 
require the help of a subject specialist, you may find our Ask The Expert email service 
helpful. 

Ask The Expert can be accessed online at the following link: 
http://www.edexcel.com/Aboutus/contact-us/ 

Alternatively, you can contact our Russian Advisor directly by sending an email to  
Alistair Drewery on languagessubjectadvisor@edexcelexperts.co.uk.  
You can also telephone 0844 576 0035 to speak to a member of our subject advisor team.

Get more from your exam results
…and now your mock results too!

ResultsPlus is Edexcel’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your 
students’ exam and mock performance, helping you to help them more effectively.

•	 See your students’ scores for every exam question

•	 Spot topics, skills and types of question where they need to improve their learning

•	 Understand how your students’ performance compares with Edexcel national  
	 averages

•	 Track progress against target grades and focus revision more effectively with NEW 
	 Mock Analysis  

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus. 
To set up your ResultsPlus account, call 0844 576 0024
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Introduction
This paper has now been running since 2009 and tests candidates' understanding and 
written response to Russian. The tasks vary from short cloze tests to longer comprehension 
sections, culminating in a substantial writing task.

The paper lasts two and a half hours and contains 3 sections: listening comprehension (20 
marks), reading comprehension (20 marks) and a written task (30 marks divided between 
15 for content and 15 for language). Candidates require their own CD or Mp3 player 
and must complete the listening section within 45 minutes. This leaves approximately 
45 minutes for the reading comprehension and 1 hour to complete the written task. It is 
important that for this last task they remain within the word limit of 150 to 165.

Material for this paper is drawn from a range of authentic sources and covers the four 
general topic areas as AS: 

•	 Youth culture and concerns

•	 Lifestyle: health and fitness

•	 The world around us: travel tourism, environmental issues and the Russian-speaking 
world

•	 Education and employment

•	 For details of the linked subtopics, please refer to page 30 of the specification.
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Question 2

Candidates found this question very accesible on the whole. By far the majority gained all 
four marks for the question. A small number may have jumped to the conclusion that as the 
course was an English one it must include a trip to England. It is also worth remembering 
that the 4 correct answers may be bunched and not necessarily evenly distributed among 
the incorrect answers.

Question 3

This close test for listening comprehension was, like Question 2, well done by the majority 
of candidates who generally gained all four marks. Very rarely was the year mistaken in 
which the public canteens were opened. Careful listening was required in order to choose 
between nouns дома, города, работы, и страны, though an accurate knowlege of case 
endings proved an asset.
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 Question 4 

  This question is intended to be the most challenging to candidates, as it is a more extended 
recording with questions set and answers required in Russian. 

    This 8-mark question concerning the best strategy to acquire a job on Russian radio was 
intended as a challenge, as both question and answers are in Russian and more extended. 

 

 

  

 
 

Candidates, generally acquitted 
themselves well, however, often scoring 
close to full marks. The candidate whose 
work is displayed here lost the fi rst mark 
through lack of clarity in wording. The 
third question was clearly misinterpreted. 
Despite a misunderstanding in part (e) 
a mark was allowed as it was clear that 
the producer needed to check her voice 
qualty was understood.
This is an example of a candidate who 
has understood most of the recording, 
but lost a couple of marks through lack of 
clarity or misinterpretations

Examiner Comments

Candidates, generally acquitted 

Examiner Comments

Read the questions fi rst, then listen 
through the text as a whole before 
jumping to conclusions about what is 
being said or asked.

Read the questions fi rst, then listen 
Examiner Tip
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     Question 6 

     This question about a bycle event for a wide range of people proved quite challening to 
some, though many gained full marks. 

 

    
 

 

      

Many acceptable renderings were given 
for пожилые люди и ветераны. Some 
candidates fell short of full scores as they 
appeared to misread part (c) about the main 
aims (plural) of the festival. An extremely 
large number of synonyms for товары для 
велосипедного спорта were offered.

Examiner Comments

Many acceptable renderings were given 

Examiner Comments

Always read the questions in English 
carefully to ensure that the target 
information is found in the text.

Always read the questions in English 
Examiner Tip
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Question 7
This question proved to be generally well tackled by candidates who clearly had a good deal 
of background knowledge about the subject

This question was generally well tackled by candidates who had good background 
knowledge of this topic of humanity's responsibility towards the environment and energy 
issues.
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The opening question allowed a variety of answers to be accepted and caused few problems.
Likewise, part (b) provided little diffi culty with candidates recognising В этой небольой статье. The 
mark was gained provided that some manipulaton such as статья небольшая was offered.
Part (В) was found challenging some candidates who needed to deduce the positive reason and 
negative reason for hydroelectric power stations occupying 7th position out of 12.
The defi nition questions were successfully rendered by most with some impressive answers for 
минимальный such as наименьший.
Good reasons for locating windfarms were recognised by almost all, but the need for minor 
manipulation such as placing these in the nominative rather than genitive case should be 
remembered.
The same applies to the fi nal questions about sun batteries where на заводах and простым людям 
needed to be manipulated to at least the nominative cases in order to gain credit for their answers.
This is a good example of a competently done question overall, but with common errors which might 
have been avoided through careful reading of the question and/or text

Examiner Comments
The opening question allowed a variety of answers to be accepted and caused few problems.

Examiner Comments

Read the text through carefully before committing to answers which may seem common sense. 
Answers need not be in full sentences, but should be relevant to the questions and show some 
manipulation in the foreign languages.
It is not advisable to spend too long on this question as at least an hour should be spent on question 
8 which is worth 30 marks and where time is needed to check work through carefully.

Read the text through carefully before committing to answers which may seem common sense. 
Examiner Tip
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Question 8

The final writing question about health proved accessible to virtually all candidates who 
were clearly well prepared for this topic and were generally able to obtain high scores both 
for content and use of language.
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 This particular candidate dealt in detail with the fi rst bullet concerning their defi nition of what con-
stitutes a healthy lifestyle. They refer to the need to drink plenty of water and eat a lot of fruit. They 
then mention the undesirability of drinking alcohol or smoking before returning to the positive point 
of practising sport daily. 
 Moving on to the second bullet they say what they did last week: visitiing the gym and walking rather 
than taking the bus to town and eating less fast food. (Many candidates were unable to be given 
credit for this bullet point as they omitted reference to last week and did not use the past tense). 
 Turning to the third bullet, the candidate says that nowadays people fi nd it hard to visit the gym as 
they have too little time. They eat less healthy food as it is too expensive. At fi rst it is not clear that 
the third bullet is being addressed with respect to whether the candidate believes there will be more 
unhealthy people in the future. However, he/she then says that many people will want to make time 
to attend the gym. 
 The fi nal bullet is just about adequately dealt with as the candidate mentions that healthy food 
should be made cheaper to help unhealthy people. A little more detail would have made possible and 
even higher mark for Content and Response. 
 The mark for Quality of Language is lower than for Content and Response, as although 
communication is generally good and there is a wide successful use of lexis and structures, there are 
quite a number of spelling and grammatical errors. 

Examiner Comments
 This particular candidate dealt in detail with the fi rst bullet concerning their defi nition of what con-

Examiner Comments
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 For this question it is important to cover all the bullet points of the task within the 165 word limit. 
Candidates often reach this before the fi nal bullet point. This limits their content mark to 9, as 
the mark grid states that in order to access 10 marks or above the task must be understood and 
developed sucessfully. 
 Candidates must be especially careful to read the task and bullets very carefully in order to gain 
the maximum marks of which they are capable for Content and Response. 
 Ideally, candidates should aim to address all the bullets in roughly the same amount of detail, but, 
as individuals some candidates will have more to say about some bullets than others. Therefore, 
fl exibility is given when marking for Content and Response. 
 It is advisable to attempt the bullets in the order in which they are set. 
 As set out in the marking grid, in order to maximise marks for Quality of Language, candidates 
should aim to use as wide a range of lexis and structures as possible and pay attention to accuracy, 
checking their spelling and grammar once they have completed the task. 

 For this question it is important to cover all the bullet points of the task within the 165 word limit. 
Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary

This paper was tackled well by the majority of candidates many of whom displayed an 
impressive understanding of spoken and written Russian.

The written task produced many interesting responses in which the strongest candidates 
covered a wide range of different aspects of healthy living, predictions about the future and 
ideas for assisting unhealthy or unfit people.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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