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Introduction

This paper has now been running since 2009 and tests candidates' understanding and
written response to Russian. The tasks vary from short cloze tests to longer comprehension
sections, culminating in a substantial writing task.

The paper lasts two and a half hours and contains 3 sections: listening comprehension (20
marks), reading comprehension (20 marks) and a written task (30 marks divided between
15 for content and 15 for language). Candidates require their own CD or Mp3 player

and must complete the listening section within 45 minutes. This leaves approximately

45 minutes for the reading comprehension and 1 hour to complete the written task. It is
important that for this last task they remain within the word limit of 150 to 165.

Material for this paper is drawn from a range of authentic sources and covers the four
general topic areas as AS:

® Youth culture and concerns
e |ifestyle: health and fitness

® The world around us: travel tourism, environmental issues and the Russian-speaking
world

® FEducation and employment

® For details of the linked subtopics, please refer to page 30 of the specification.
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Question 2

Candidates found this question very accesible on the whole. By far the majority gained all
four marks for the question. A small number may have jumped to the conclusion that as the
course was an English one it must include a trip to England. It is also worth remembering
that the 4 correct answers may be bunched and not necessarily evenly distributed among
the incorrect answers.

Question 3

This close test for listening comprehension was, like Question 2, well done by the majority
of candidates who generally gained all four marks. Very rarely was the year mistaken in
which the public canteens were opened. Careful listening was required in order to choose
between nouns goma, ropoaa, pabotbl, n ctpaHbl, though an accurate knowlege of case
endings proved an asset.
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Question 4

This question is intended to be the most challenging to candidates, as it is a more extended
recording with questions set and answers required in Russian.

This 8-mark question concerning the best strategy to acquire a job on Russian radio was
intended as a challenge, as both question and answers are in Russian and more extended.

(@) Mo MHeHMIo AHHbI, Ha KaKoW paguoCcTaHUMK Nyyille Bcero uckarb pabory? l
|

HOL O OOGMOCMMOR A (1)
(6) Mae oHa coBeTyeT uckaTb BakaHcUn?
(1)
(8) Yto Hapo caenars, YToOLI Bac npurnacunu Ha UHTEpBLIO?
(m

(r) Kak AHHa coeeTyeT oaeBaTbCa ANA UHTEPBbLIO?
(2)

oy b
e DEAAITIRAFC FORMOIAILAD...., MR, & COAR

R QJ‘!‘-%C‘(.J\‘»H\ e T S T

(n)YT0 Hapo Gypert genate Ans npogwcepa?
(2)

e PBHANOMND. . WARCEEAARKS. 0RO, ¢ (A CNEMb
UMOOR NPOOYCceo Dy npolepuae QoL ek

T O\ F%L\_I%ON\PJ& ,
(e) Movyemy Bel He yanaeTe cpasy, 4to Bac npuHamd Ha pabory?
t'\(.arvmwa WA (1)

LENQuOGenols e HOL ety POy

5

UILSFIUS OO ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments . .
Examiner Tip
Candidates, generally acquitted Read the guestions first, then listen
themselves well, however, often scoring through the text as a whole before
close to full marks. The candidate whose jumping to conclusions about what is
work is displayed here lost the first mark being said or asked.

through lack of clarity in wording. The
third question was clearly misinterpreted.
Despite a misunderstanding in part (e)

a mark was allowed as it was clear that
the producer needed to check her voice
qualty was understood.

This is an example of a candidate who
has understood most of the recording,
but lost a couple of marks through lack of
clarity or misinterpretations
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Question 6

This question about a bycle event for a wide range of people proved quite challening to
some, though many gained full marks.

(a) Apart from young people and sport-loving families, name one other specific
group of people mentioned in the second sentence who took part in the ‘Day of
the Bicycle.

o Mv‘%m _____________________________

(b) What activities were included in the programme for children from three years old
and those with physical disabilities?

(n

____________________ 677727 2

(c) What were the main aims of the festival?

(1)

Ikean. D beged s poaibndy do. @ sl and .
Gyl o fgicdaridy @ gaot . 4

(d) How many more bicycle parking areas are to be built in the city?
(1

____________ ﬂa%&oﬂmzﬁofx o

(e) What was it possible to buy at the festival?

g\ﬂ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Always read the questions in English
carefully to ensure that the target
information is found in the text.

Many acceptable renderings were given

for noxwunele noam 1 BeTepaHbl. Some
candidates fell short of full scores as they
appeared to misread part (c) about the main
aims (plural) of the festival. An extremely
large number of synonyms for ToBapbl ans
BenocmneaHoro cnopta were offered.
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Question 7
This question proved to be generally well tackled by candidates who clearly had a good deal
of background knowledge about the subject

This question was generally well tackled by candidates who had good background
knowledge of this topic of humanity's responsibility towards the environment and energy
issues.

7 OtsetbTe Ha cnegyiowue sonpochl, ynOTpeﬁnﬂn, HaCKONbKO BO3IMOXHO, CBOW
cnosa no-pycckun.

(a) Movemy Mbl fOMKHBLI BONbLLE MCNONL30BAaTEL ankTepPHAaTUBHLIE WCTOMHUKN
aHepruu B Byaywem?
(1)
a
Chc\om.é RO, MLLPTA M4 AOKI S A, HOLNBYA DO UG Y.

(6) Movemy aBTop cTaTbi 0BCYKAAET TONLKO TPW anLTepPHaTUBHbLIX UCTOMHUKA
aHeprun?
(1)

.c}\m oMY 2O, QRIOA.. TOMKO. MOKIT [0.CONOTALTS. . 5 gy FHAN . .

(8) Movemy MAIC 3aHumaloT cegbmoe MecTo U3 11-u B cnucke Akobecona? fdaite
ABe NpU4rHBbI.
.
JQMPXO-P %MH w2, CoMne TOUTUINY W OOty P UL

. JF!oro;w_s. U0 DU, . s ..gm;mé’m

DOALULOR. .. MOMSICTA.. FUGAMLA. ...

(r) Yro aHad4aT aTu cnoea B YeTBépTtom abaaue? OBGBLACHWTE CBOUMM
CNnoBamu NO-pyCcCKu:

(i) axonoruyHLIA
(1)

- )ﬁz MnOeaT. -gl""ﬂ& oqud.xame& cpRg L.

(i) MUHUManNbHBIA
(1

COMBUR.. fAdg b .(jp.og.eﬂb_ )

(a)4YTo HyxHo, uToBbI BeTporeHepaTop 6bin apdekTUBHLIM?
(2)

»H%xm ARMAROTMRQL AR U AROUYIOGON TR AL AT e
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(e) CornacHo TeKCTY, KTO NPOM3BOANT ANEKTPUYECTBO C NOMOLLBIO COMHEYHbIX
Garapei ?
(2)

(i) njoane. .. !\LQ%M- -

us

Examiner Comments

he opening question allowed a variety of answers to be accepted and caused few problems.
Likewise, part (b) provided little difficulty with candidates recognising B sTton Hebonbon ctatbe. The
mark was gained provided that some manipulaton such as ctatba Hebonbwas was offered.
Part (B) was found challenging some candidates who needed to deduce the positive reason and
negative reason for hydroelectric power stations occupying 7th position out of 12.
The definition questions were successfully rendered by most with some impressive answers for
MUHMMasbHbIM such as HaMMEeHbLUUNA.
Good reasons for locating windfarms were recognised by almost all, but the need for minor
manipulation such as placing these in the nominative rather than genitive case should be
remembered.
The same applies to the final questions about sun batteries where Ha 3aBogax and npocTeiM Nt04SM
needed to be manipulated to at least the nominative cases in order to gain credit for their answers.
This is a good example of a competently done question overall, but with common errors which might
have been avoided through careful reading of the question and/or text

Q Resuits¥

us
Examiner Tip
Read the text through carefully before committing to answers which may seem common sense.
Answers need not be in full sentences, but should be relevant to the questions and show some
manipulation in the foreign languages.
It is not advisable to spend too long on this question as at least an hour should be spent on question
8 which is worth 30 marks and where time is needed to check work through carefully.
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Question 8

The final writing question about health proved accessible to virtually all candidates who
were clearly well prepared for this topic and were generally able to obtain high scores both
for content and use of language.

¢ KaKk MUMHO 1NUMUODIATb HE3LUPUBbLIM 1HILOAM.

@GN0 MORMY JMHLHUIO, WG

CPIMUTO0. HeMes k. N GMBKOAONe UAA KypMThe,

NOVOMY N0 A0 e ROk nudibweal

—

YOO, 3m0  OAAHO yHu\Wﬁwrﬂ C.CNOAIMOM

XOTUAG. G0 . 390db. donee  gonodsal. maxee &
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msgow@w egaC gwmwrmww& %WW

JHO9V  dygum  3gopno8tid. NANOMA. V0. MHME0

MOGUU XOTAL 0t o GO 30000060, rhak
9. gYMOU0. L0, OV JY9gume . PAUTG. UM

Y00l 6 QUM WL KOKETGA 070 HRIgNOD:

MOYUA om0l 6. ':cow b HUM LML Mwe

<IJ\ﬂ OOda NOMOLMG uuo% ra— %90;N66wu*

ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

his particular candidate dealt in detail with the first bullet concerning their definition of what con-
stitutes a healthy lifestyle. They refer to the need to drink plenty of water and eat a lot of fruit. They
then mention the undesirability of drinking alcohol or smoking before returning to the positive point
of practising sport daily.
Moving on to the second bullet they say what they did last week: visitiing the gym and walking rather
than taking the bus to town and eating less fast food. (Many candidates were unable to be given
credit for this bullet point as they omitted reference to last week and did not use the past tense).
Turning to the third bullet, the candidate says that nowadays people find it hard to visit the gym as
they have too little time. They eat less healthy food as it is too expensive. At first it is not clear that
the third bullet is being addressed with respect to whether the candidate believes there will be more
unhealthy people in the future. However, he/she then says that many people will want to make time
to attend the gym.
The final bullet is just about adequately dealt with as the candidate mentions that healthy food
should be made cheaper to help unhealthy people. A little more detail would have made possible and
even higher mark for Content and Response.
The mark for Quality of Language is lower than for Content and Response, as although
communication is generally good and there is a wide successful use of lexis and structures, there are
quite a number of spelling and grammatical errors.
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Examiner Tip
For this question it is important to cover all the bullet points of the task within the 165 word limit.
Candidates often reach this before the final bullet point. This limits their content mark to 9, as
the mark grid states that in order to access 10 marks or above the task must be understood and
developed sucessfully.
Candidates must be especially careful to read the task and bullets very carefully in order to gain
the maximum marks of which they are capable for Content and Response.
Ideally, candidates should aim to address all the bullets in roughly the same amount of detail, but,
as individuals some candidates will have more to say about some bullets than others. Therefore,
flexibility is given when marking for Content and Response.
It is advisable to attempt the bullets in the order in which they are set.
As set out in the marking grid, in order to maximise marks for Quality of Language, candidates
should aim to use as wide a range of lexis and structures as possible and pay attention to accuracy,
checking their spelling and grammar once they have completed the task.
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Paper Summary

This paper was tackled well by the majority of candidates many of whom displayed an
impressive understanding of spoken and written Russian.

The written task produced many interesting responses in which the strongest candidates
covered a wide range of different aspects of healthy living, predictions about the future and
ideas for assisting unhealthy or unfit people.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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