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Introduction
 It was extremely pleasing to see an excellent range of responses to all the sections in this new 
advanced level unit. Many centres had clearly prepared candidates carefully for the different 
requirements of the translation (section A), the creative or discursive essays (section B) and the 
Research-Based Essay (section C). The vast majority of answers from learner candidates were 
of a very high standard, showing an impressive command of the grammar and lexis required at 
this level. In many cases, candidates wrote lively and interesting essays which either taught 
the examining team something new (in the case of the RBE) or very neatly persuaded us of a 
particular point of view (in the case of the discursive essays).

This unit requires candidates to answer three questions in two and half hours. The translation 
(section A) is worth 10 of the 100 marks available and a proportionate amount of time to spend 
on this would be around 20-30 minutes. Section B and Section C are worth 45 marks each and so 
an hour on each of these would represent appropriate division of time. It was clear that some 
candidates had not spent as much time as they should have done on Section C, indicating perhaps 
that they had run out of time towards the end of the examination.

A considerable number (perhaps fewer, though, than in the legacy unit 6c) of answers for 
Section B and Section C were overlong. The upper word limit for both sections is 200 words and 
examiners stopped reading at the end of the sentence in which the 200th word fell. The majority 
of overlong answers were written by non-learner candidates, but centres are reminded that 
candidates are signifi canly disadvantaged if answers are overlong. In the case of both section B 
and C, overlong answers lost marks for Organisation and Development. It is also true that they 
often failed to answer the question fully as key information was contained in the section which 
lay beyond the word limit. Centres and candidates should note that there is far more space 
provided that a 200 word answer would take and that the space is not an indicator of how much 
candidates should write. There were very few answers which were too short.

The approach to individual questions is considered in the reports on each of the options which 
follow. An example from a candidate's response in the examination is given for each question. 
Please note that in some cases only part answers are given as exemplifi cation, not full answers. 
However a general summary of areas for improvement in sections B and C is given below as this 
may prove helpful to centres.

In the creative essays in section B, the best essays (scoring 13-15 for Understanding & Response) 
were succinct and succeeded in telling the whole story in the space available, or built suffi cient 
suspense to leave the reader wanting more. Candidates choosing the creative option must make 
sure that they pay attention to planning; poorly planned essays often resulted in lengthy scene 
setting and little action. Many candidates would have performed much better if they had decided 
the ending for their piece before they had started. Centres should ensure that candidates have 
plenty of practice in writing creatively in response to a stimulus if they are preparing for this 
section. There were very few irrelevant creative essays (entirely off the topic) although some 
could be considered to be 'pedestrian' in their approach (perhaps not 'attention grabbing') and 
therefore scored only 7-9 for Understanding & Response ('satisfactory [...] response to stimulus).

The section B discursive essays were usually very well handled. Candidates have been prepared 
well for this part of the examination and there was helpful continuity from the legacy unit 6c. 
Many candidates had produced extensive plans on their exam paper and this is a practice to be 
encouraged as the essays with evidence of planning were considerably better (after the plan 
has been used, candidates should neatly cross it through). Careful planning results in good, 
balanced discursive essays and it seems diffi cult to imagine how an essay could be well written 
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without such a plan. In order to score 10-12 or 13-15 for Understanding & Response, essays 
must be balanced and consider both sides of the argument. Centres are strongly advised to 
ensure that both learner and non-learner candidates are aware of this requirement (suggested 
in each of the questions by the 'Почему? Почему нет?'). One-sided essays scored a maximum of 
9 for Understanding & Response. Balanced essays needed a conclusion and a decision to come 
down on one side of the argument or the other in the closing statements. In order to score well 
under Range & Application of Language, candidates are encouraged to include a range of more 
complex constructions such as passives, gerunds, relative clauses, compound conjunctions and 
conditionals. They should ensure that they have suffi cient topic vocabulary for the question they 
are attempting.

The requirements of the Section C Research-Based Essay have been embraced by many centres 
and the team would like to thank candidates and centres for some extremely interesting essays. 
Many of them showed considerable in-depth research and were a genuine pleasure to read. 
Candidates are reminded of the importance of addressing the question on the paper; essays 
which did not actually answer the question scored a maximum of 13-18 for Reading, Research 
& Understanding. In order to score in the 19-24 or 25-30 boxes, essays needed to offer opinion 
and analysis as well as factual content. Unfortunately, some candidates had clearly not been 
prepared for the examination and either wrote entirely irrelevant essays or offered considerable 
factual content but no analysis (or sometimes, vice versa). A small number of unprepared 
candidates wrote answers to questions 3a, 3b or 3d which, while often interesting, scored zero 
as they did not meet the requirements of the specifi cation for the research to be based around 
a Russian-speaking country or area. Examples of this are discussions of Barack Obama or Nelson 
Mandela for question 3a, the Industrial Revolution for question 3b and the 'Twilight' fi lms or 'Lord 
of the Flies' for question 3d. Examiners accepted any country which formed part of the former 
Soviet Union or the former Russian Empire as being 'Russian speaking' for the purposes of this 
section. Candidates are also reminded of the importance of writing a structured essay in this 
section. There were many essays which gave lots of information but which really were simply a 
regurgitation of all that was known on the topic; candidates must use their factual knowledge 
to answer the question and support their assertions in order to reach the higher mark bands for 
Organisation & Development. Essays should have an introductory paragraph and a conclusion 
which refers to the question set on the paper. 
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  Question 1 
 Section A of this paper required candidates to translate a short passage of English into Russian. 
The section provided continuity from the legacy 6b paper, but there is no stimulus text provided 
in the new specifi cation. The passage is split into 30 assessable elements and one 'point' is gained 
for each correct element at the marking stage. A mark out of ten is then awarded based on the 
number of correct elements (see the markscheme). For an element to be considered correct, 
all the grammatical endings (case endings and agreements, verb endings) had to be correct. 
One spelling or alphabet transliteration error was allowed per element, provided that it was not 
grammatical and did not affect the sound signifi cantly when read aloud.

Overall, the vast majority of candidates performed very well on this task, with very many 
learners gaining 8 or 9 marks. Those with very little ability to manipulate the grammar of the 
language often scored very low marks, perhaps 1 or 2, despite knowing a great deal of the 
required vocabulary. This is because this is chiefl y a task of grammatical accuracy; candidates 
who do not know or understand the grammar required at A2 will not perform well.

Candidates faced the most diffi culties with the following elements:

•   for 'is everywhere' many did not know 'везде' and various other attempts were made - 'повсюду' 
was accepted but examiners often encountered 'все' and 'всё' here

•  for 'in our lives', there was often some mismatch between the prepositional plural noun and 
adjective, with 'в нашей жизне' also being a common mistake

•  many candidates did not know 'particularly'. Examiners accepted 'очень' but thought that 
'особенно' would be more widely known

•  'they remember it' caused many problems, with 'они помнят' being found quite rarely

•  weaker candidates had diffi culty with the passive 'are forgotten'; many could not use ся to 
make a passive. 'Забыли' was a common mistranslation. Examiners accepted the sentence being 
turned around and made active, e.g. 'они забывают быстрее'

• the genitive plural of 'книга' was often incorrect in 'меньнше книг' with many not spotting that 
they needed genitive here. 'мало' was also a common unaccepted translation of 'fewer'

•  a surprising number of candidates did not know the Russian for 'a quarter', with one even 
translating it as 'половина половины'. Some changed it it '25 процентов' and this was accepted.

•  the most diffi culties were encountered with the last two elements 'in which they are 
interested'. Here, many candidates were not able to spot that 'интересоваться' required the 
instrumental and often began 'в котором'. This was, of course, accepted if combined with 'они 
заинтересованны' - but if candidates wrote 'в котором они интересуются', which was the most 
common translation, then only one element was considered correct 
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    This translation shows a good command of the grammar of the language but refl ects many of the 
errors outlined above. 

Examiner Tip

Make sure you know all verb and case endings thoroughly - and 
practise translating from memory often.

Examiner Comments

This scores 6 out of 10. Overall there is not enough attention to the detail of the 
grammatical endings.
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     The fi rst paragraph of this candidate's translation is given here for comparison. 

Examiner Comments

This candidate scored 2 out of 10. Unfortunately he / she knows much of 
the required vocabulary but the grammatical accuracy is much weaker. 
This candidate is also hindered by not knowing the word for 'read'.

Examiner Tip

Make sure you revise vocabulary from AS Level and GCSE 
throughout the A2 course. The translation will draw on 
vocabulary which all A2 students would be expected to know.
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     This last example is one candidate's whole translation. 

Examiner Comments

This is a very good translation indeed. It shows an excellent knowledge of grammar 
and a wide vocabulary which is used to fi ll in where words are not known. It is not 
fl awless, but does score 9.
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    Question 2(a) 
 This question was the least popular of the creative options open to candidates and the vast 
majority of the answers were written by non-learner candidates. This may be because some 
candidates felt they lacked the vocabulary which they felt they needed (such as the words for 
'metal detector', 'spade', 'treasure' etc.) but some creative responses showed that such specifi c 
vocabulary was not needed. A small number of responses simply listed the things which the two 
people on the beach had found and therefore lacked any kind of narrative. Centres should ensure 
that candidates have the tools to build a narrative response (such as sentence starters and 
structural devices) if they are to answer the creative questions. 

 In this essay, the candidate tells the story of two people who fall victim to a newspaper’s April 
Fool prank and go looking for money on the beach. 
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Examiner Tip

When writing a story, think about the scene, the characters and the events. Try 
not to spend too long on one aspect - within 200 words, we have to believe in the 
characters but we have to see something happen as well.

Examiner Comments

This is reasonably creative response to the question. An interesting idea, it is within the word limit 
and is logical and clear. It scores 10-12 for Understanding & Response (and not 13-15) as we do not get 
much of a sense of the characters' imagined feelings or emotions. There is a reasonably wide range 
of language here (despite some lexical errors) and the errors do not usually impair communication 
signifi cantly. The candidate has some of the tools needed for narrative writing ('однажды') and the story 
is logically structured.
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   Question 2(b) 
 This was the most popular of the creative essay questions and was answered by many learner 
and non-learner candidates. The best answers were imaginative and offered lots of detail, as 
well as opinions and thoughts, about the fi rst week at university. Most 'freshers' went to lots of 
night clubs and met lots of new people, many had worries about how to cook for themselves, and 
one candidate imagined having spent the fi rst week fl ying around the world, visiting Africa and 
America with a newly found boyfriend. 

  This candidate offers a neat story of an encounter which led to much interest and excitement in 
the fi rst week at university. The candidate meets a new friend, goes out dancing and sightseeing, 
visits many places and suggests, in the end, that her parents might not approve of her activities. 

Examiner Comments

This is a very good response which gets into the 13-15 band for Understanding & 
Response as it is an imaginative piece which shows some insight into emotion and 
conveys the 'whirlwind' experience of a fresher well. There is a good range of language 
(e.g. the conditional constructions in the second extract here) and the candidate 
succeeds in structuring the story well.
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Examiner Tip

To make sure you get higher marks for Range & Application of Language, 
make a list of the constructions which you are going to include: range of 
tenses, conditionals, relative clauses, compound conjunctions, negatives, 
etc.
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    Question 2(c) 
 This question required candidates to write a newspaper article in response to a headline given 
on the exam paper. It was reasonably popular although some answers were verging on the 
implausible with fl ying cars and time travel being mentioned as things we might see in 2030. The 
requirement to write an article was often not fully realised and some answers read more like 
discursive essays. Candidates are reminded that a newspaper article requires a particular style 
which they should ensure they are familiar with before they attempt a question like this. 

  This candidate discusses the house of the future, imagining much smaller houses than we have 
now. He or she also mentions the environmental impact of housing in 2030, and theme which is 
carried through to the conclusion. The article is less successful in the middle two paragraphs, 
where some implausible ideas are mentioned. 
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Examiner Tip

Make sure you know some ways to make your writing like a newspaper article, 
e.g. use rhetorical questions at the beginning and avoid referring to yourself.

Examiner Comments

This is an example of a creative 'newspaper article' essay which shows a generally 
good response (10-12 band for Understanding & Response). It is well structured, 
logical and clear and the language is suffi cient for the purpose. There are some 
grammatical errors but mostly of a minor nature. This candidate could have 
performed better if the theme of the environmentally sound house had been the 
sole focus and if he / she had taken care to write in the style of a newspaper 
article.
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    Question 2(d) 
 This question required candidates to consider whether teachers or schools teach anything useful 
for the modern world or not. It was, perhaps surprisingly, the least popular of the discursive 
options but it did lead to a number of interesting responses. There were many differing 
approaches, e.g. some candidates concentrated on which subjects might be more of less useful, 
whilst others looked at whether or not teachers have a role in developing teenagers' social and 
emotional skills. Overall, the majority of candidates offered a balanced essay and came up with 
a reasonable conclusion at the end. 

  This candidate offers a well structured essay which has a strong introduction and conclusion 
(both reproduced here). The candidate offers a nice justifi cation of how and why schools teach 
students how to think, and he / she makes reference to this in the conclusion. 

Examiner Tip

Organise your discursive essay material into paragraphs with points for and 
points against collected together. Make sure you come down on one side of the 
argument in the conclusion.

Examiner Comments

This example of an introduction and conclusion shows how the candidate can structure their essay 
to help them score marks for Organisation and Development. The candidate uses a rhetorical 
question in the introduction after fi rst stating one side of the argument. He / she then returns 
to this point in the conclusion, after having made points on both sides. He / she clearly states at 
the start of the conclusion which side of the argument he / she agrees with. This is an example 
of a essay scoring in the 10-12 boxes for Organisation and Development and Understanding and 
Response.
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    Question 2(e) 
 This question required candidates to consider the question of traditions and whether or not we 
should preserve and protect them. There were many convincing arguments, and many made 
excellent reference to Russian traditions to back up their points (although this was not required). 
There were some extremely interesting examples that, for example, concentrated on traditions 
relating to the role of women in Russian society. One considered, on the one hand, that women 
are traditionally expected to run the home and family (a tradition which should be abandoned, 
according to candidate), and on the other hand the tradition of International Women's Day which 
should be protected. The contradictions and moral questions which arose were not lost on that 
candidate or on many others. Some candidates, though, found it diffi cult to structure their 
arguments well and tended to mix up the two sides of the argument, and in some cases not really 
considering in any depth why it might not be worth protecting some old traditions beyond stating 
that some people prefer the modern world. 

  This candidate offers a reasonably good consideration of the question. She suggests that we live 
in an international world nowadays and that people want to live differently to their parents, and 
so if we don't protect old traditions, they will die. 
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Examiner Comments

This essay is an example of one where there are lots of very good points made but they 
are jumbled. The candidate would have scored much higher than 7-9 for Organisation and 
Development if she had clearly organised the material into 'for' and 'against'. The candidate 
states her view in the fi rst line and this often makes for an unbalanced or confused discursive 
essay in the examiners' experience; the best examples made a neat introduction hinting at 
both sides of the argument, and reserved the fi nal judgement for the end.
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     Question 2(f) 
 This question invited candidates to consider whether television and the internet are the enemies 
of art and literature. Candidates took a wide range of valid approaches, with the most common 
being the suggestion that despite some negative effects of the internet and television on book 
sales and art gallery attendance, new technology could be used to make the experience of art 
and literature even richer. Very few candidates actually decided in the end that television and 
the internet did present a threat to art and literature. Some candidates considered the whole 
question from the point of view of music piracy and artists' diffi culties in making money, which 
usually worked well also. This question was by far the most popular in section B of the paper, 
perhaps because of the accessible nature of the material. 

  This candidate, interestingly, suggests that the state is the biggest enemy of art and literature 
and not new technology. In the extract here, though, the candidate suggests that young people 
ought to be stopped from using the internet so that they can appreciate the beauty of literature 
and art. 

Examiner Tip

Candidiates should be trained to write in a register which will help their writing 
appear more 'detached' in the discursive essays. Examples might be encouraging 
them to give generalised opinions, e.g. 'some say that...', 'others say that...' 
or 'it can be argued that...'. This will enable them to present both sides of the 
argument in a neutral way. This always had the benefi t of making the register 
higher and the language more impressive.

Examiner Comments

This answer is a good example of one where the candidate gives their own opinion throughout. 
It would have score higher than 10-12 for Understanding and Response if opinions in the body 
of the essay and been offered in a general sense rather than in the fi rst person, perhaps 
attributed to 'some people'. The conclusion can then be reserved for the candidate's personal 
opinion.
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     This candidate offers a well-planned response to the question in which he / she considers 
that, on the one hand, young people do not appreciate art and literature nowadays due to 
the internet, but that on the other hand, people can fi nd out more about them using modern 
technology. 

Examiner Tip

Candidates and teachers should prepare for the discursive essay by developing a structure 
which works for them. The language of discussion and debate, and organised writing is key.

Examiner Comments

This is an example of a response which scores in the top 13-15 box for Understanding and Response. 
The arguments are not complex, but the candidate appreciates well how they link together and 
how one is a response to the other. The fi rst extract here, which begins the second half of the 
essay, demonstrates well how by not using the fi rst person, the candidate distances him- / herself 
from the point being made. There is a nice use of a statistic to back it up as well. The conclusion 
offered here starts with a well-rehearsed formula (В заключение, я считаю, что это очень 
трудный вопрос. Это возможно считать, что...), and fi nshed very neatly indeed with a reference 
back to the essay title. This candidate had a good, pre-prepared, essay structure and uses the fi rst 
person in the conclusion only, and even then sparingly. The effect of this is an essay which, despite 
being reasonably straightforward linguistically, comes across as sophisticated.
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    Question 2(g) 
 This question invited candidates to consider the suggestion that the most important issue facing 
world leaders nowadays is poverty. This was generally well answered, and was the second most 
popular of the discursive essay questions. Most candidates worked out the best way of offering 
a counter-opinion was to suggest another problem which might be more pressing than poverty, 
such as global warming or the world fi nancial crisis. Most candidates drew a distinction between 
poverty in the developing world and poverty in the UK or Russia, and some offered useful 
statistical data to back up their opinions, perhaps acquired from their research for section C. 

  This candidate suggests that, despite poverty being an important question facing world leaders, 
there are other more important questions. The essay is reproduced here in full. 

Examiner Comments

This is an example of a candidate who, despite linguistic inaccuracy (a good knowledge of grammar 
is evident, though)and some vocabulary errors, is able to present a well-structured argument. The 
essay just scores in the 13-15 box for both Organisation and Development and Understanding and 
Response due to the candidate's neat consideration of the different viewpoints and logical structure. 
Essay phrases are used well (e.g. само собой разумеется...; важен тот факт, что; вдобавок) to 
enable the candidaite to put together a logical succession of points.
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    Question 3(a) 
 This question required candidates to demonstrate their research about and understanding of 
a Russian-speaking geographical region or city, and specifi cally of a person from that region 
or city. This addressed the specifi cation requirement that candidiates study 'key people' from 
their chosen region or city. The most popular regions / cities were, predictably, Moscow and 
St Peterburg, with Luzhkov, Putin and Peter the Great being the most common choices. Many 
candidates wrote about poets, politicians and others from the former Soviet republics of central 
Asia or the Baltics, which is entirely acceptable. Candidates who had researched their chosen 
area well were able to describe someone from the area and discuss his / her importance, but 
some gave a general description of a city (e.g. Omsk) and did not mention a person from that 
place. This affected their mark. It was also important for candidates to address the second part 
of the question (Объясните,почему Вы считаете этого человека важным) in order to get into 
the higher mark bands. Indeed, essays which were simply descriptive and offered no analysis of 
the person's effect or infl uence did not score well. 

    For the purposes of this question, it was accepted if candidates write about a person who had 
infl uence on a particular area even if they he or she did not actually come from this area - as in 
the case of this candidate who write about Lake Baikal and Putin. 

Examiner Tip

Teachers and candidates should 
make sure they have prepared 
the full range of aspects of the 
specifi cation requirements for the 
Research-Based Essay. Candidates 
offering a geographical region 
should be able to write comfortably 
on key people, events and issues 
(demographic, environmental, 
economic, social and political), and 
the customs, traditions and beliefs 
of people from that area.

Examiner Comments

Linguistically, this essay is low to mid range, scoring in the 3-4 box, but it does score in the lower end of the 19-
24 box for Reading, Research and Understanding. The candidate has clearly researched his / her chosen topic 
and has been able to say why he / she thinks that Putin is important with respect to Lake Baikal. Some of the 
assertions need more evidence and do appear a little simplistic, and the second paragraph here (which is the 
conclusion) is a little confusing due to shortcomings in the candidate's language. Overall, this is a good attempt.



    Question 3(b) 
 This question was the second most popular of the Research-Based Essay questions. Candidates 
were required to discuss an event from the historical period which they had studied and explain 
why they consider that event important. Some candidates did not distinguish between the wider 
period and a particular event from that period, offering events such as the Great Patriotic 
War. For the purposes of this question, such 'events' were accepted by the examiners, although 
candidates would perhaps have scored better had they been more specifi c in their choice of 
event from their chosen period. The most popular historical 'events' were the founding of St 
Petersburg, the October Revolution, the Great Patriotic War, the Siege of Leningrad, the 1980s 
and Perestroika and the Collapse of the Soviet Union. There were many other, less common, but 
by no means less interesting topics such as the battle at Stalingrad and the Decembrist Uprising. 
A small, but signifi cant, number of candidates had not been prepared for the examination and 
wrote in very general terms about their chosen period without reference to factual information. 
Such answers did not score well for Reading, Research and Understanding. 
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  This candidate describes the Decembrist Uprising and goes on to explain, in detail, why he / she 
considers it to be important. The extract reproduced here shows where the candidate considers 
the event from an analytical point of view. 

Examiner Tip

Teachers should ensure that candidates offer full analysis. Essays 
which are chiefl y descriptive will be limited in what they can score for 
Reading, Research and Understanding.

Examiner Comments

This answer shows excellent analysis and is a model for candidates who are answering question 
3b. The extract here follows a concise description of the uprising and demonstrates clearly an 
ability to consider why the event was important, offering well-structured judgements based on 
the evidence. There is evidence of research and reading throughout. This essay scores in the 
25-30 box for Reading, Research and Understanding.



    Question 3(c) 
 This question required candidates to describe an aspect of modern-Russian speaking society 
and explain why they think that this particular aspect is interesting. It was the least popular of 
the Research-Based Essay options available to candidates. The most popular topics for learner 
candidates were alcoholism in Russia, neo-Nazi groups or racism in Russia and terrorism in Russia, 
although the range of other topics was wide, including life in various former Soviet republics, 
the Russian Orthodox Church and the role of women today amongst others. Some (usually native-
speaker) candidates chose to discuss the way that Russians are viewed abroad and this proved an 
interesting topic. Overall, the majority of learner candidates who answered this question seemed 
to present an overwhelmingly negative view of the Russian-speaking world, something which the 
examiners thought was rather a shame, but perhaps to be expected. 

  This candidate discusses the problem of alcoholism in Russia in some detail. She begins with a 
number of questions in the introduction and proceeds to outline the historical background to the 
Russians' relationship with alcohol. She mentions Gorbachev's campaigns of the 1980s and goes on 
to discuss Medvedev's view, referring throughout to sources of her data and research. 
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Examiner Comments

This essay, which we have reproduced in full, is a very good example of this topic being treated 
well, with reference to the historical background. It would score in the 25-30 box for Reading, 
Research and Understanding because it treats the subject fully without over-simplifying the 
problem. It is well researched and the candidate has a range of factual detail together with 
opinion and analysis. The language here is what the examiners would expect of a very good 
learner candidate.



    Question 3(d) 
 This question required candidates to choose a book, play or fi lm which they have studied 
and discuss one important theme or question from it. They were required to explain how the 
author or director treats the theme or question. This was by far the most popular option for 
the Research-Based Essay and led to some outstanding answers. A wide range of literature 
was featured this year, with many centres clearly continuing with their practice of studying 
literature at Advanced Level in year 13, which is extremely pleasing. The most popular prose 
works studied were Pushkin's "Пиковая дама", Baranskaya's "Неделя как неделя", Turgenev's 
"Первая любовь" and Tolstaya's "Милая шура". Many candidates had chosen to study Chekhov 
plays, the most popular being "Дядя Ваня", and Gogol's "Ревизор" was also a popular choice. A 
number of candidates bravely attempted to examine a theme from Dostoevsky's "Преступление 
и наказание" or Tolstoy's "Война и мир", some more successfully than others. A surprisingly large 
number of candidates had chosen a fi lm for their Research-Based Essay, with the most popular 
choices being "Утомлённые сольнцем" and "Москва слёзам не верит". Overall, candidates 
showed an impressive ability to identify a signifi cant theme, plan a well-structured essay and 
use a range of appropriate structures and lexis to write a high-scoring piece. Some centres 
had clearly trained their candidates carefully to write in detail, using short quotations and 
giving thorough analysis. Weaker or untrained candidates often retold the story and offered 
little insight or opinion. There were many overlong essays but these were rarely from learner 
candidates; candidates have clearly been working on writing the Research-Based Essay within 
the 200-word limit and many were very successful. Centres are reminded that quotations and 
proper nouns are not included in the word count for section C (all questions) and so in question 
3d candidates are to be encouraged to quote (briefl y) from the text to support the points which 
they make. 
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    This candidate chooses to examine the theme of 'wasted life' in Chekhov's "Дядя Ваня" for the 
Research-Based Essay. He / she briefl y considers whether 'love' might be the most important 
theme and goes on to give evidence and detail for his / her choice. 

Examiner Comments

The conclusion to the essay, which is reproduced here, is a very good example. Overall, the essay 
scores in the 19-24 box for Reading, Research and Understanding due to fact that the points are 
sometimes a little simplistic. The language here is excellent, though, and the candidate has 
obviously prepared many phrases and structures to use in a literary essay of this type.

Examiner Tip

If you choose the literature option, prepare some quotes from your 
chosen book or play - this will enable you to illustrate your points 
more successfully.



   This candidate has chosen "Утомлённые сольнцем" and how the director handles the theme of 
betrayal. 
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Examiner Tip

For the literature / fi lm option, detailed knowledge of the text is what is meant by 
'clear evidence of in depth reading and research.' Candidates do not need to have 
studied sencondary literature to gain the highest marks, although this can always give 
further insight and might present an opportunity for stretch and challenge.

Examiner Comments

This is an very good essay, which is reproduced here in full. The language is not perfect and the 
structure is not always fully logical, but the candidate has a very good knowledge of the fi lm and 
its historical setting and neatly  explains how the theme of betrayal of the loyal followers of Stalin's 
regime is refl ected in the individual betrayals in the family. This essays scores in the 25-30 box for 
Reading, Research and Understanding.



       Overall, many candidates showed their excellent knowledge of Russian on this paper. They were 
a credit to their teachers and the examiners very much enjoyed reading the range of creative, 
discursive and Research-Based essays. It was extremely encouraging to see so many learners of 
Russian at A2 level who clearly have a command of the language which is to be admired, and who 
had conducted in-depth research into aspects of Russian history, culture and society.

6RU04 Unit Grade Boundaries

Grade Max. Mark *a A B C D E N U

Raw mark boundary 100 82 73 64 55 46 38 30 0

6RU04 Unit Grade Boundaries

Grade Max UMS *a A B C D E N U

Raw mark boundary 130 117 104 91 78 65 52 39 0

a* is only used in conversion from raw to uniform marks. It is not a published unit grade. 

The modern foreign languages specifi cations share a common design, but the assessments in 
different languages are not identical. Grade boundaries at unit level refl ect these differences 
in assessments, ensuring that candidate outcomes across these specifi cations are comparable at 
specifi cation level.
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