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Support Material

GCE Religious Studies

OCR Advanced GCE in Religious Studies: H572

Unit: G588
This Support Material booklet is designed to accompany the OCR Advanced GCE specification in Religious Studies for teaching from September 2008.
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Introduction

Background

A new structure of assessment for A Level has been introduced, for first teaching from September 2008. Some of the changes include:

· The introduction of stretch and challenge (including the new A* grade at A2) – to ensure that every young person has the opportunity to reach their full potential

· The reduction or removal of coursework components for many qualifications – to lessen the volume of marking for teachers

· A reduction in the number of units for many qualifications – to lessen the amount of assessment for learners

· Amendments to the content of specifications – to ensure that content is up-to-date and relevant.

OCR has produced an overview document, which summarises the changes to Religious Studies. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced this Scheme of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for Religious Studies. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos

All our Support Materials were produced ‘by teachers for teachers’ in order to capture real life current teaching practices and they are based around OCR’s revised specifications. The aim is for the support materials to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in:

· PDF format – for immediate use

· Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work
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	Religious Studies H572: Islam G588

	Suggested teaching time
	12 hours
	Topic
	Beliefs

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	The articles of belief (Allah, angels, scriptures, messengers, the last day, the divine decree) 

their particular significance and importance in Muslim theology
	· The Muslim articles of belief are central to a study of the faith.

· Students can construct a large chart showing the Articles and Qur’anic references to them.

· Homework: Choosing two of the Articles of Belief explain their importance in Muslim theology.
	· J. Mayled, Islam, in S. Tyler and G. Reid, AS/A2 Religious Studies, 2007, Pearson

· J. Green, Islam, Hodder
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	Religious Studies H572: Islam G588

	Suggested teaching time
	20 hours
	Topic
	Scripture

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Surah 4
	
	
	· This section provides an opportunity for in-depth study of a relatively lengthy Surah although students are only required to conduct detailed study of the text for the topics listed they should be familiar with the text as a whole.

	The teachings of Surah 4 in relation to the treatment of women in pre-Islamic Arabia

the changes which Muhammad [image: image2.png]


 introduced
	· Students need to see Surah 4 as one of the later Madinahan Surahs.

· In this section they need to recap material on pre-Islamic Arabia from AS.
	· Surah 4

· J. Mayled, Islam, in S. Tyler and G. Reid, AS/A2 Religious Studies, 2007, Pearson

· J. Green, Islam, Hodder
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The principles of first ummah
	· The concept of ummah is central to Islam. 

· Homework: To what extent can the concept of ummah be seen as operating in the world today?
	· Surah 4

· J. Mayled, Islam, in S. Tyler and G. Reid, AS/A2 Religious Studies, 2007, Pearson

· J. Green, Islam, Hodder
	

	Orphans, family and the roles of men and women, inheritance, Jews and Christians, enemies, hypocrites, jihad, and articles of belief
	· This section again needs to begin by looking back to AS.

· Each section should be considered separately. Students should construct a chart showing how each category was affected by the teachings of Surah 4
	· Surah 4

· J. Mayled, Islam, in S. Tyler and G. Reid, AS/A2 Religious Studies, 2007, Pearson

· J. Green, Islam, Hodder
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	Religious Studies H572: Islam G588

	Suggested teaching time
	20 hours
	Topic
	Muslim life

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Qur’an, Sunnah and Shari‘ah; ijtihad

The nature and importance of each of these and how they form the bases for Muslim life
	· An initial introduction to each of these concepts and their importance in Muslim life.
	· J. Mayled, Islam, in S. Tyler and G. Reid, AS/A2 Religious Studies, 2007, Pearson

· J. Green, Islam, Hodder
	

	Teaching on work and wealth;

teaching on justice, crime and punishment
	· Both of these topics needs to be extracted from the relevant sources and studied in depth.
	· J. Mayled, Islam, in S. Tyler and G. Reid, AS/A2 Religious Studies, 2007, Pearson

· J. Green, Islam, Hodder
	

	The concept of jihad

Jihad as ‘striving for the will of Allah’
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Be able to distinguish between Greater and Lesser Jihad.
	· Begin with an analysis of Jihad taken from the media.

· Jihad needs to be explained with emphasise on Greater Jihad and then a consideration o Lesser Jihad.

· Homework: How wrong is the media in its portrayal of Jihad?
	· J. Mayled, Islam, in S. Tyler and G. Reid, AS/A2 Religious Studies, 2007, Pearson

· J. Green, Islam, Hodder
	· This section must obviously be handled very carefully in order that students understand the true concept of jihad.

	The ummah and its implications for Muslim ethics.

The theological basis and practical implications of this ‘worldwide community of Muslims’;

The importance of ummah in the way in which it can influence and affect Muslim ethics.
	· This builds on the work done on Surah 4 and teachers may decide to deliver it whilst the Surah is being studied or use this section to revise the concepts.
	· J. Mayled, Islam, in S. Tyler and G. Reid, AS/A2 Religious Studies, 2007, Pearson

· J. Green, Islam, Hodder
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	Religious Studies H572: Islam G588

	Suggested teaching time
	20 hours
	Topic
	Development of Islam

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	The first four Khalifahs and the spread of Islam to 732 CE
	· Students needs an understanding of the role of the Khalifah and their appearance following the death of Muhammad [image: image3.png]



	· J. Mayled, Islam, in S. Tyler and G. Reid, AS/A2 Religious Studies, 2007, Pearson

· J. Green, Islam, Hodder
	

	The importance of the first four Khalifahs: Abu Bakr, ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, ‘Uthman, Ali
	· Students should undertake an historical study of Islam from the death of Muhammad [image: image4.png]


 to 732CE.

· They need to study in detail the life of the first four Khalifahs and the reasons for the delay in the election of Ali.
	· J. Mayled, Islam, in S. Tyler and G. Reid, AS/A2 Religious Studies, 2007, Pearson

· J. Green, Islam, Hodder
	

	The expansion of Islam to 732 CE (when the Muslim forces were defeated at Poitiers by Charles Martel's Franks.)
	· This again involves an historical study.

· Students should obtain and annotate a map showing the expansion of Islam to 732CE.

· They should also consider particular cultural aspects of this such as the Alhambra.
	· J. Mayled, Islam, in S. Tyler and G. Reid, AS/A2 Religious Studies, 2007, Pearson

· Film: The Message
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The split between Sunni and Shi’a Islam
	· Building on their work on the four Khalifahs students need to consider the Sunni / Shi’a split and the reasons for this. They also need to tabulate the differences in belief and practice between these groups.
	· J. Mayled, Islam, in S. Tyler and G. Reid, AS/A2 Religious Studies, 2007, Pearson

· J. Green, Islam, Hodder
	

	The different Shi’a groups of Seveners and Twelvers
	· This extends the work of the previous section by considering the differences within Shi’a Islam.
	· J. Mayled, Islam, in S. Tyler and G. Reid, AS/A2 Religious Studies, 2007, Pearson

· J. Green, Islam, Hodder
	

	Origins and beliefs of Sufi Islam 
Its origins and goals as a mystical group within Islam
	· Students need to be aware that Sufism is not a group in the same way as Sunni and Shi’a and that Sufis come from both of these groups.

· They should research the particular origins and beliefs of Sufis as well as considering their practices.

· Homework: Sufi poetry.
	· J. Mayled, Islam, in S. Tyler and G. Reid, AS/A2 Religious Studies, 2007, Pearson
	· Students need to extend their consideration about Sufis beyond the standard concept of the Whirling Dervishes.

	Practice of Islam in non-Islamic countries challenges to family and community values posed by non-Islamic world (including how this affects Muslims in United Kingdom).
	· Begin with a consideration of Muslim life in the United Kingdom based on media presentation.

· Compare these representations with known Muslim beliefs and family values.

· Students to undertake research into what particular challenges have faced the Muslim community in the UK and bring presentations back to the rest of the group.
	· J. Mayled, Islam, in S. Tyler and G. Reid, AS/A2 Religious Studies, 2007, Pearson

· The media

· Film: East is East, Bend it like Beckham

· J Mayled, Wearing your religion on your sleeve, RS Review, Summer 2007
	· This is obviously an area which will deal with a considerable amount of negativity. Although this can be challenged in the classroom, ultimately students must reach their own conclusions when presented with the evidence.




Sample Lesson Plan: Religious Studies H572 Islam G588

An introduction to Jihad
OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind, this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour. 

Learning objectives for the lesson

	Objective 1
	Students to understand the terms Greater Jihad and Lesser Jihad.

	Objective 2
	Students to be able to begin to distinguish for themselves how these terms apply to Muslim life and belief.

	Objective 3
	Students to evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of these concepts.


Recap of previous experience and prior knowledge

· Set a test. Students to provide answers to the following questions, with examples. What does Islam say about submitting to the will of Allah? What does Islam teach about pacifism and war?

Content

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Warm up activity to define ‘Jihad’. Give students a choice of three different definitions for jihad; ask them to choose which one they think is correct. Now ask for explanations of why their answers are correct. 

	15 minutes
	· To consider, from newspaper articles, what Jihad is assumed to mean. 

· To consider, using textbooks or research materials, what Jihad means in Islam.

	5 minutes
	What is meant by ‘Holy War’ – how is this different from a ‘Just War’?

	5 minutes
	What concept in another religion might be considered to be similar to Greater Jihad?

	15 minutes
	In groups students produce their own considered definitions of what is meant in Islam by Jihad.

Is Jihad a positive or negative concept in Islam?

To what extent do the media misrepresent Jihad?


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	What should be done to correct misinterpretations?


Other forms of Support

In order to help you implement these new specification effectively, OCR offers a comprehensive package of support. This includes:

OCR Training
Get Ready…introducing the new specifications
A series of FREE half-day training events are being run during Autumn 2007, to give you an overview of the new specifications.

Get Started…towards successful delivery of the new specifications

These full-day events will run from Spring 2008 and will look at the new specifications in more depth, with emphasis on first delivery.

Visit www.ocr.org.uk for more details.

Mill Wharf Training

Additional events are also available through our partner, Mill Wharf Training. It offers a range of courses on innovative teaching practice and whole-school issues - www.mill-wharf-training.co.uk. 

e-Communities
Over 70 e-Communities offer you a fast, dynamic communication channel to make contact with other subject specialists. Our online mailing list covers a wide range of subjects and enables you to share knowledge and views via email.

Visit https://community.ocr.org.uk, choose your community and join the discussion!

Interchange

OCR Interchange has been developed to help you to carry out day to day administration functions online, quickly and easily. The site allows you to register and enter candidates online. In addition, you can gain immediate a free access to candidate information at you convenience. Sign up at https://interchange.ocr.org.uk
Published Resources
Published Resources

OCR offers centres a wealth of quality published support with a fantastic choice of ‘Official Publisher Partner’ and ‘Approved Publication’ resources, all endorsed by OCR for use with OCR specifications.

Publisher partners

OCR works in close collaboration with three Publisher Partners; Hodder, Heinemann and Oxford University Press (OUP) to ensure centres have access to:

· Better published support, available when you need it, tailored to OCR specifications 

· Quality resources produced in consultation with OCR subject teams, which are linked to OCR’s teacher support materials

· More resources for specifications with lower candidate entries

· Materials that are subject to a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement

Heinemann is the publisher partner for OCR GCE Religious Studies
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Heinemann is producing the following resources for OCR GCE Religious Studies for first teaching in September 2008. 
Taylor, I, Eyre, C and Knight, R. AS Philosophy and Ethics Student Book. 

ISBN: 978-0-435-30362-4

Eyre, C and Knight, R. AS Philosophy and Ethics Teacher Planning and Delivery Pack.

ISBN: 978-0-435-30363-1
Eyre, C and Knight, R. A2 Philosophy and Ethics Student Book. ISBN: 978-0-435-30358-7
Eyre, C and Knight, R. A2 Philosophy and Ethics Teacher Planning and Delivery Pack. 

ISBN: 978-0-435-30358-7
Approved publications OCR still endorses other publisher materials, which undergo a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement.  By offering a choice of endorsed materials, centres can be assured of quality support for all OCR qualifications.
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Endorsement

OCR endorses a range of publisher materials to provide quality support for centres delivering its qualifications. You can be confident that materials branded with OCR’s “Official Publishing Partner” or “Approved publication” logos have undergone a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement. All responsibility for the content of the publisher’s materials rests with the publisher.

These endorsements do not mean that the materials are the only suitable resources available or necessary to achieve an OCR qualification. Any resource lists which are produced by OCR shall include a range of appropriate texts.
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= Innovative Teaching Idea


All the teaching ideas contained in the SOW are innovative, but the icon is used to 


Highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.
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This icon is added at the end of text when there is an explicit opportunity to offer


Stretch and Challenge.











= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.
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