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Support Material

GCE Religious Studies

OCR Advanced GCE in Religious Studies: H572

Unit: G584
This Support Material booklet is designed to accompany the OCR Advanced GCE specification in Religious Studies for teaching from September 2008.
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Introduction

Background

A new structure of assessment for A Level has been introduced, for first teaching from September 2008. Some of the changes include:

· The introduction of stretch and challenge (including the new A* grade at A2) – to ensure that every young person has the opportunity to reach their full potential

· The reduction or removal of coursework components for many qualifications – to lessen the volume of marking for teachers

· A reduction in the number of units for many qualifications – to lessen the amount of assessment for learners

· Amendments to the content of specifications – to ensure that content is up-to-date and relevant.

OCR has produced an overview document, which summarises the changes to Religious Studies. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced this Scheme of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for Religious Studies. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos

All our Support Materials were produced ‘by teachers for teachers’ in order to capture real life current teaching practices and they are based around OCR’s revised specifications. The aim is for the support materials to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in:

· PDF format – for immediate use

· Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work
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	Religious Studies H572: New Testament G584

	Suggested teaching time
	64 hours
	Topic
	New Testament

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	
	· In groups students research and present an overview of the authorship and purpose of Matthew, Mark & Luke. 

· Test learning by presenting key passages from each gospel and getting students to pick out key themes peculiar to the particular evangelist.

· Diagram – History of Early Christianity – explain the development and factions of the early Christian church – where do Matthew, Mark and Luke fit in.
	· G Stanton -  Gospels and Jesus


	· Specific Jewish background is best considered as an introduction to each topic rather than here.

· A2 style essays should be set as early as possible for homework and appropriate advice given on structuring. Insist they know their conclusion before beginning and then think backwards at the planning stage.
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	· Present students with a series of conflicting sayings from the gospels on kingdom of God. What did Jesus expect the kingdom to be like?

· Ask students to imagine their perfect world then: explore Jewish views about the kingdom through key texts and introduce the notion of apocalyptic. 

· Discuss scholarly view – discuss context of Schweitzer and the rediscovery of the futuristic view – which of the set texts support this?
	· EP Sanders – Historical Figure of Jesus

· EP Sanders Jesus & Judaism

· Theissen – Historical Jesus

· J Knight – Jesus


	· It is important that some parables and miracles are introduced here to give a rounded  view of the k of G

· Sanders’ Historical Figure of Jesus makes an excellent ‘set text’ for the whole of A2. A review of all or key chapters of Sanders can be set for homework.

· Candidates should be introduced here to some detailed textual analysis  - Matt 12:28  should receive considerable attention
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	· Look at CH Dodd and the realised view – how is his view born out by the sayings parable and miracles? Could this be a creation of the evangelists? Introduce ideas about the delay of the parousia. Ask students to imagine they are fervent members of the early Christian movement 50 years after Jesus death – how might they interpret the future sayings?

· The Inaugurated view – students should investigate the pros and cons of this view. If the realised sayings have been dismissed can this view stand?

· Symoblic view – as an extension exercise – students may enjoy looking at the work of writers such as Marcus Borg who says the K of G is a ‘lingustic symbol’. Would this have been how Jesus saw the kingdom? What is Borg trying to do?

· Students should present the solution they think best – throw in the idea that Jesus was not a clear systematic thinker and might have said different things at different time. Is this a possibility?
	· Jeremais – New Testament Theology

· M Borg Jesus: A New vision
	· Bright students might find Theissen’s attempts to find a tension between present and future  in Jewish thought interesting

	
	· Focus in on Mark 13/ Matt 24/ Luke 21 as a way of exploring the evangelists eschatology.  Bright students may wish to consider whether this was a Jewish or Christian text and arguments about its dating. However, does each gospel have a distinctive eschatology?

· What would the kingdom be like and who was it for? What did Jesus mean by sinners Mark 2:16? The 12 tribes Matt 19:28, Gentiles Matt 22:1-10 etc.
	
	

	Parables

Mark 4, 12:1-12, Luke 15-16, Matthew 25
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10 hours
	Parables: 
· What are parables? Definition and discussion – students may create their own on given ‘message’ different to that found in the gospels. Is their purpose clear to the rest of the class?

· Consider parables in OT – eg Isaiah 5:1f, 2 Sam 12:1ff and in rabbinic Judaism eg Johanna ben Zakkai and the banquet (compare to Matt 24 and Matt 25).
· The allegory debate – were Jesus parables allegories or later interpretations? Note shifting scholarly opinion.
· Commentary on Major parables:

· Outline role of Parables in gospels – where are they placed and what do they contribute to the story?

· Eg Sower Mark 4/ Matthew 13.
· Compare Matt and Mark’s account – how do you account for the changes?
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Links to OT eg Pslam 29:10, Hosea 10:12, Isaiah 55:10. The parable is in two halves – what is the message of the first half? How is this changed by the allegorisation? Consider, remembering Mark’s sitz im leben, how it might have functioned for his community? John Drury links to allegorisation to key parts in Mark is this plausible? Explain Mark 4:8-12. Did Jesus intend parables to be riddles? Why would Mark suggest they are?  How does Matthew interpret this?
	· Jeremias Parable of Jesus

· Drury- Parables in the Gospels

· MD Hooker Gospel of Mark

· Longenecker – Challenge of Jesus’ Parables – excellent on parables’ setting in the gospels.

· Perkins – Jesus as Teacher 

· www.thebricktestament.com/  can be a fun way of illustrating parables and other stories


	· Essentially students should build up a commentary on the parables in the set texts, drawing out their message, how they relate to the evangelists themes and links with Jewish thought and Jewish parables. Jeremias is good on the latter and should certainly be referred to with the Parable of the Great Banquet and Prodigal Son.

	Miracles

Mark 1:22-2:12, 3:21-30, 4:33-5:43, 6:32-52, 7:24-8:10, 8:22-26 

Matthew 8:5-13, 

Luke 7:1-10

8 hours
	Miracles: 
· Defining miracles – give students a list of possible miracles - eg finding a cure for AIDS, walking through a wall, a square circle etc… to work towards a definition of miracles. How would their understanding of miracles have changed had they been living in pre-enlightenment times?


	· EP Sanders - Jesus & Judaism

· EP Sanders  - Historical Figure of Jesus

· Theissen  - Historical Figure of Jesus

· Vermes  - Jesus the Jew

· Remus- Jesus as Healer

· www.jhom.com/topics/miracles/ben_dosa.htm
· www.christian-thinktank.com/mq7.html

	· Bright students might enjoy a brief diversion into the Philosophy of religion here and look at Hume’s critique on Miracles – though it should be stressed this will not be examined or particularly relevant to any exam questions.

· Incorporate Jewish Miracles into commentary for comparison. Vermes is good on this.
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	· Sin and illness in Judaism.

· An overview of scholarly views on miracles eg Meyer – used to authenticate himself, Anthony Harvey Battle with Satan, Wright – Reality of God’s Kingly rule, Sanders – miracles don’t show much.
· Commentary on miracle stories drawing  out - Jesus message-(relating back to scholarly opinion), the evangelist’s messages, out links to OT and other miracles eg Mark 5 Geserene Mad Man and Eleazar in Ant 8:46-48, Mark 1 the Leper and 1 Kings 5, Mark 2 Paralytic and 2Sam 12, Jairus Daughter  Appollonius & raising of the maiden & 1 Kings 7 & 2 Kings 4, Stilling of Storm Jonah 1, Feeding of 5000  Hanina ben Dosa and the bread & 2 Kings 4:4304, Exodus 16 & Isaiah 25:6-9.
· Create summary sheets or mind-maps exploring function of Miracles in gospels and key themes.
	· www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/history/miraclesofjesus_1.shtml 

	

	Law and ethics

Matthew 5-7, Mark 7 and 10:1-31

12 hours
	Law & Ethics: 
· Ethics.
· Consider what makes an ethical theory – introduce key ethical terms such as deontological, teleological etc.
· Commentary on Sermon on Mount (Matt 5-7). Revisie Matthew’s theology – what were his key ideas and terms? Explore the setting of the Sermon in Matthew and Jewish background for a new teaching.  Which ethical topics does Jesus address? What reasons does he give for ethical living? How realistic are they? Is love or perfection more central to Jesus? How important is eschatology? Does Jesus preach a reward ethic?  Are they Jesus’ ethics or Matthew’s? Do they add up to a key ethical theory?

Law: 
· Re-cap on importance of Law for Jews and views of the religious parties.

· What does the Sermon reveal about the law? Is Jesus tightening or relaxing it? Students should imagine Pharisees, Saducees and Essenes’ reaction to Jesus’ teaching.

· Explore non- Sermon texts – Mark 7 & 10 & Sabbath breaking traditions. What is going on? Is Jesus opening up the covenant or is it pro-Pauline ideas of the evangelists in view here?
	· Luz – Theology of Matthew

· SG Wilson Luke & the Law

· Theissen Historical Jesus

· Schrage Ethics of the New Testament

· Keck - Who is Jesus?


	· Michael Palmer – Moral Problems – contains good ‘games’ on basic ethical concepts

· It’s useful to compare the beatitudes and antithese with the passages in Luke as an indication of Matthew’s theology.

· Some students tend to focus on parables and miracles as a way into Jesus’ ethics – remind them of the importance of key ethical texts.

	
	· Bright students might like to explore Luz’ ideas about Judaism having a ‘living law’ – a fluid rather than fixed attitude to the law rather than   in set in stone. How does that affect the idea of Jesus and the law?
	
	

	Who was Jesus?

Mark 8:27-38, Matthew 10:23, Mark 11

10 hours
	Jesus as Messiah: 
· Examine key texts about Messiahship – eg Isaiah 7, 9, 11 Daniel 9 Psalms of Solomon 17:25 ff, 1QS 9:11 1QSa 2:11-21 (messianic banquet) 4Q285 – the dying messiah??? Draw out key points eg Davidic, warrior, king, gathers elect, outreach to gentiles.
· Jesus and the Messiah – where did Jesus ‘claim’ to be the messiah? Are these texts reliable?

· Create a table – which points from the Jewish texts did Jesus share?  Is it fair to see him as the messiah? 

Son of Man: 
· Explore Jewish ideas about meaning of Son of Man.
· Apply these ideas to key Gospel texts eg Mark 2:10, 4:21, 8:38, 14:62. etc If Jesus called himself son of Man what did he mean?
Restoration Prophet: 
· Examine  key features of prophetic praxis – students should be given key texts and examples from which to draw out points eg Theudas, the Egyptian,  Jeremiah 7 etc

· Students should find parallels / clashes between Jesus and prophets.

· Balloon debate – Who was Jesus? Son of Man, Messiah or Prophet?

What can we know about Jesus?

· A critical discussion of key criteria to assess ‘true’ Jesus traditions eg multiple attestation, coherence, difference etc.
· Use examples of stories and measure them with the ‘criteria’ – are they useful?

· Create a line – write certain at one end and false at other end – students should place key ideas of Jesus where they think they fit best.

· Assess reasons for difficulty in assessing ‘true’ Jesus traditions – eg Gospel writer’s agendas, Jewish sources etc.
· Why do scholars differ so much in their understanding?  What factors influence them? Religious beliefs, views of Judaism etc. The Kingdom of God is a good example here.
	· W Horbury – Jewish Messianisism and the Cult of Christ

· CC Rowland Christian Origins

· G Vermes –Jesus the Jew

· CC Rowland Christian Origins

· Horsley Bandits Prophets & Messiahs 

· http://members.aol.com/FlJosephus/ntparallels2.htm 

· primary sources on first century prophets

· Theissen – Historical Jesus

· Sanders- Jesus and Judaism

· Kee – What can we know about Jesus?
	

	Revision

8 hours
	Revision:

· Students should blitz exam questions – presenting titles to the rest of the group.

· Construct mind-maps of each topic highlighting scholarly debate, key texts, Jewish parallels, evangelists’ theology and questions of historicity.
	
	



Sample Lesson Plan: Religious Studies H572 New Testament G584

Introduction to the Kingdom of God

OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind, this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour.
Learning objectives for the lesson

	Objective 1
	Students to begin to explore the importance of Kingdom of Jesus.

	Objective 2
	Students to be able to assess the complexity of the problem of understanding what Jesus understood by the ‘Kingdom of God’.

	Objective 3
	Students to evaluate the importance of the Jewish background of the term for Jesus and scholars trying to unlock Jesus’ ideas.


Insert Recap of previous experience and prior knowledge

· Students will remember that at the trials Jesus was crucified for being ‘King of Jews’ – why was that? What was ’kingly’ about Jesus and his teaching?
Content

	Time
	Content

	15 minutes
	· Give students a series of texts relating to the timing of the Kingdom of god (Mark 14:25, Mark 13:25-6, Luke 17:20, Matthew 11:28 etc). When did Jesus think the kingdom of God was coming? Can they synthesise ideas or explain differences?

	15minutes
	· Ask students to imagine their perfect world – what would it be like? How would it be governed? Would there be inequalities etc?  Discuss ideas and reasons for them.

	25 minutes
	· Introduce Jewish ideas about the Kingdom of God – stress it is not the same as heaven but ‘this world transformed by God’. Introduce the idea that God was thought to reign eternally in heaven and would one day also reign on earth.

· Give students key Jewish eschatological texts – how did they imagine the world to be transformed?

· Introduce the concept of apocalyptic – what are it’s characteristics etc.
· How different were their dreams of a ‘perfect’ world to those of the Jewish texts? How do they explain similarities and differences?


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	10 minutes
	· Ask students: if Jesus was in-line with Jewish thinking what would you expect him to think about the kingdom?


Other forms of Support

In order to help you implement these new specification effectively, OCR offers a comprehensive package of support. This includes:

OCR Training
Get Ready…introducing the new specifications
A series of FREE half-day training events are being run during Autumn 2007, to give you an overview of the new specifications.

Get Started…towards successful delivery of the new specifications

These full-day events will run from Spring 2008 and will look at the new specifications in more depth, with emphasis on first delivery.

Visit www.ocr.org.uk for more details.

Mill Wharf Training

Additional events are also available through our partner, Mill Wharf Training. It offers a range of courses on innovative teaching practice and whole-school issues - www.mill-wharf-training.co.uk. 

e-Communities
Over 70 e-Communities offer you a fast, dynamic communication channel to make contact with other subject specialists. Our online mailing list covers a wide range of subjects and enables you to share knowledge and views via email.

Visit https://community.ocr.org.uk, choose your community and join the discussion!

Interchange

OCR Interchange has been developed to help you to carry out day to day administration functions online, quickly and easily. The site allows you to register and enter candidates online. In addition, you can gain immediate a free access to candidate information at you convenience. Sign up at https://interchange.ocr.org.uk
Published Resources
Published Resources

OCR offers centres a wealth of quality published support with a fantastic choice of ‘Official Publisher Partner’ and ‘Approved Publication’ resources, all endorsed by OCR for use with OCR specifications.

Publisher partners

OCR works in close collaboration with three Publisher Partners; Hodder, Heinemann and Oxford University Press (OUP) to ensure centres have access to:

· Better published support, available when you need it, tailored to OCR specifications 

· Quality resources produced in consultation with OCR subject teams, which are linked to OCR’s teacher support materials

· More resources for specifications with lower candidate entries

· Materials that are subject to a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement

Heinemann is the publisher partner for OCR GCE Religious Studies
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Heinemann is producing the following resources for OCR GCE Religious Studies for first teaching in September 2008. 
Taylor, I, Eyre, C and Knight, R. AS Philosophy and Ethics Student Book. 

ISBN: 978-0-435-30362-4

Eyre, C and Knight, R. AS Philosophy and Ethics Teacher Planning and Delivery Pack.

ISBN: 978-0-435-30363-1
Eyre, C and Knight, R. A2 Philosophy and Ethics Student Book. ISBN: 978-0-435-30358-7
Eyre, C and Knight, R. A2 Philosophy and Ethics Teacher Planning and Delivery Pack. 

ISBN: 978-0-435-30358-7
Approved publications OCR still endorses other publisher materials, which undergo a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement.  By offering a choice of endorsed materials, centres can be assured of quality support for all OCR qualifications.
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Endorsement

OCR endorses a range of publisher materials to provide quality support for centres delivering its qualifications. You can be confident that materials branded with OCR’s “Official Publishing Partner” or “Approved publication” logos have undergone a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement. All responsibility for the content of the publisher’s materials rests with the publisher.

These endorsements do not mean that the materials are the only suitable resources available or necessary to achieve an OCR qualification. Any resource lists which are produced by OCR shall include a range of appropriate texts.
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= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.








= Stretch & Challenge Activity 


This icon is added at the end of text when there is an explicit opportunity to offer


Stretch and Challenge.





= Innovative Teaching Idea


All the teaching ideas contained in the SOW are innovative, but the icon is used to 


Highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.
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