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Introduction

Background

A new structure of assessment for A Level has been introduced, for first teaching from September 2008. Some of the changes include:

· The introduction of stretch and challenge (including the new A* grade at A2) – to ensure that every young person has the opportunity to reach their full potential

· The reduction or removal of coursework components for many qualifications – to lessen the volume of marking for teachers

· A reduction in the number of units for many qualifications – to lessen the amount of assessment for learners

· Amendments to the content of specifications – to ensure that content is up-to-date and relevant.

OCR has produced an overview document, which summarises the changes to Religious Studies. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced this Scheme of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for Religious Studies. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos

All our Support Materials were produced ‘by teachers for teachers’ in order to capture real life current teaching practices and they are based around OCR’s revised specifications. The aim is for the support materials to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in:

· PDF format – for immediate use

· Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work
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	Religious Studies H172: Judaism G579

	Suggested teaching time
	18 hours
	Topic
	Importance of scripture

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	The importance of Tenakh and Talmud 

Tenakh and Talmud as written and oral Law respectively and the differences between them.
	· An introductory consideration of Jewish Scriptures as the Written and Oral Torah. They need to have a clear idea of the Torah as Written Torah and the Talmud as Oral Torah.

· The nature of Revelation. Students will not have studied the philosophical concept of revelation at this point even if they are also studying Philosophy of Religion. Therefore there needs to be some study of what is meant by revealed scripture and the ideas of propositional and non-propositional revelation together with objections to these concepts. An exercise on what might be revelation – see M Taylor.

· Homework: What sacred or other texts might be regarded as ‘revealed’? In relation to those considered ‘revealed’ is that revelation propositional or non-propositional?
	· M Taylor, Philosophy of Religion – Routledge

· Cohn-Sherbok – Judaism – Routledge


	· Common errors: many students confuse the Oral and Written Torah. Also many refer to the Tenakh as though it is the same as the Torah whilst others believe the Tenakh to be identical to the Old Testament.
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The origins, content and use of Tenakh
	
	
	

	The origins of the Tenakh either in traditional belief or through modern criticism
	· Following from the previous section the study of the Tenakh here can be from traditional Jewish belief or from modern criticism.
	· Art Scroll Tenakh

· Alexander, P S Judaism: Textual Sources in the Study of Religion Manchester University Press

· Charpentier, E How to read the Old Testament SCM Press

· Coggins, Richard Introducing the Old Testament Oxford University Press
	

	The principal contents of the Tenakh: Torah, Nevi’im, Ketuvim; 
	· Candidates need to consider the giving of the Torah in Exodus

· For non-Jewish students a side-by-side comparison of the Tenakh and the Old Testament showing structures and books.

· In relation to the revelation of the texts a consideration of the different status afforded to the Torah in comparison with the Nevi’im and Ketuvim. 
	· Exodus

· Alexander, P S Judaism: Textual Sources in the Study of Religion Manchester University Press

· Charpentier, E How to read the Old Testament SCM Press

· Coggins, Richard Introducing the Old Testament Oxford University Press

· J Mayled, Judaism, Hodder

· Siddur
	

	The way in which these are used in both daily life and worship
	· The comparison of the sections of the Tenakh needs to be allied with the different ways in which they are treated particularly in synagogue worship.

· Take a section of prayers from the Siddur and see how much of the text is taken from which parts of the scriptures.
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The purpose of Torah within Judaism as divine revelation to guide the people
	· This can be undertaken as a homework revision activity. A researched essay on Jewish understanding of the Written Torah as a divinely revealed guide.
	· www.jewishencyclopedia.com

	

	The origins, content, use and purpose of Talmud 
	· In studying the section students need to acquire a very clear understanding of the difference between the Oral and Written Torah.

· There should also be discussion of the different ways in which these are regarded by Jews from different groups.
	
	

	The origins of both the Jerusalem and the Babylon Talmuds and the principal differences between them
	
	· Alexander, P S Judaism: Textual Sources in the Study of Religion Manchester University Press

· J Mayled, Judaism, Hodder

· Cohn-Sherbok, Judaism, Routledge

· Some pages from the Talmud to show the layout of text.
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The use of the Talmud and the ways in which it has continued to develop.
	· This can be studied by the use of examples:

· What do the Ten Commandments say about the observance of Shabbat?

· Now consider the 39 melichot in the Talmud.

· Take the same approach in relation to kashrut.

· Homework: Take an example of a Jewish ethical teaching such as on abortion – find the roots in the Torah and how it has since been interpreted.
	· J Mayled, Judaism, Hodder

· Cohn-Sherbok, Judaism, Routledge

· How to run a traditional Jewish household – Blu Greenburg
	

	Their importance for Jewish belief and life today
	· Homework: Revision – Using examples, explain how the Talmud continues to influence Jewish life and belief.
	· www.jewishencyclopedia.com
· www.myjewishlearning.com

	




	Religious Studies H172: Judaism G579

	Suggested teaching time
	18 hours
	Topic
	Practices

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Halakhah and mitzvot

The purpose of the 613 mitzvot and the ways in which these generally affect Jewish life
	· A consideration of halakhah – ‘walking with G-d’ and how this is reflected in Jewish life.

· Students should consider what they, and members of other religions, might have which is similar to this concept.

· Students need to look at the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20) and the extent to which these form the basis for the 613 mitzvot.

· Homework: how general codes of behaviour can influence people’s lives.

· Students should conduct an in depth analysis of the Ten Commandments and research how each of these are interpreted in the broader context by Jews.

· They should also research how Judaism regards the differing responsibilities of men and women in relation to the 613 mitzvot and how Judaism deals with the idea that some of the mitzvoth can only be performed in the Temple.

· Students should also research the Noachide Code, its purpose and relationship to the Ten Commandments. 
	· Cohn-Sherbok - Judaism – Routledge

· Exodus 20
	· The Ten Commandments are a code for Jews and cannot be used as a universal code for other faiths as has sometimes been suggested.

· The mitzvoth do not apply equally to men and women.

	The principles of Jewish life, worship and practice, observance and kashrut
	· Students need to look at the basic principles of Jewish life and how halakhah and mitzvoth influence all aspects of life, not just ‘religious life’ and ‘worship’.
	· Cohn-Sherbok - Judaism – Routledge
	

	The basis of Jewish life and worship as devotion to G‑d and the way in which this is carried out
	· A study of the way in which all Jewish life is based on halakhah and mitzvoth and how all life is therefore seen as worship.

· Look at a typical week in the life of a Jew how consider how, from waking to sleep, life is influenced by devotion to G-d. Students should consider how this way of life differs from their own and/or those of different faiths.
	· Cohn-Sherbok - Judaism – Routledge

· How to run a traditional Jewish household – Blu Greenburg.
	

	Kashrut in relation to food, clothes, objects and money.
	· It is important that this study goes beyond a GCSE approach to kashrut.

· Students need to understand the concepts of kashrut and terefah and whether something is fit or unfit for Jewish use.

· Each aspect of kashrut then needs to be considered separately.

· Food concerns types of food, preparation and consumption.

· Clothes deals with shaatnez and also with the rules of modesty

· Objects relates to eg Sefer Torah, Tefillin, tzitzit, mezuzah and sukkot as well as the four species

· Money relates to the correct acquisition and use of money.

· Students need to examine each of these and look at the implications of observing them.

· To what extent do these laws serve a purpose in their own right and how do they serve to strengthen the idea of separation.
	· Cohn-Sherbok - Judaism – Routledge

· How to run a traditional Jewish household – Blu Greenburg.

· Pictures of Jews from different traditions across the world demonstrating how the modesty rules are interpreted.
	· At AS there should be no need to deal with issues such as planning kosher menus. Whilst it is necessary that students have good understanding of the laws this should be done in an academic fashion.




	Religious Studies H172: Judaism G579

	Suggested 
teaching time
	24 hours
	Topic
	Worship

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Worship in the home and synagogue 

The forms of worship in the home, private as well as worship as a family, and the purpose and practice of prayer both at set times and spontaneous prayer
	· Students should study worship which is particular to the home and the synagogue as well as worship such as prayer which may take place in either.

· Students should also consider the concept of worship being the whole of life.

· Consider the set daily prayers and their structure looking particularly at the role of the Amidah.

· A consideration of Grace before and after meals.

· Spontaneous prayers might involve a consideration of the Berachot in the SIddur.

· Homework: the purpose of prayer together with a consideration of the merits of set versus spontaneous prayer.
	· SIddur

· Cohn-Sherbok - Judaism – Routledge

· How to run a traditional Jewish household – Blu Greenburg.
	

	Daily prayer and worship
	· Building on work in the previous section a consideration of daily prayer.

· Daily worship in the home should also be studied in the broader context of how daily life in the home, observance of kashrut etc. is worship.
	· Siddur

· Cohn-Sherbok - Judaism – Routledge

· How to run a traditional Jewish household – Blu Greenburg.
	· Worship should not be limited to formal worship but should also extend to all aspects of daily life.

	Sabbath, Yom Tovim, the Pilgrim Festivals, the Rabbinical festivals and later institutions such as Tu B’Shevat and Yom Hashoah.
The origins, practice and observance of the listed festivals; candidates should be able to discuss the relative importance of these festivals.
	· Each of the festivals needs to be studied separately with a consideration of origins, observance and their relative importance.

· Although students need to be familiar with the observations and practices of these festivals this does not need the detail of GCSE but should look to the broader importance of the festival.
	· Siddur


	· Festivals need to be seen in context and not as the most important aspect of the faith.

	Sabbath
	· Students need to consider the institution of the Sabbath and consider its importance as the first festival to be ordained. They also need to have an understanding of the significance of the observation and its general practice from Candle-lighting to Havdalah.

· Students need to make a comparison with the observance of the Jewish Sabbath in comparison with the Christian celebration of Sunday and Muslim Jumuah prayers on Fridays.

· Homework: what is Pikuah Nefesh and how might this affect Sabbath observance?
	· Genesis 1, Exodus 20

· How to run a traditional Jewish household – Blu Greenburg.

· There are many episodes of American television series that contain details of Sabbath observance.

· Film: Fiddler on the Roof
	· It is easy for students to slip into a very non-realistic view of Sabbath observance. The study needs to be rooted firmly in actual observance

	Yom Tovim – Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur
	· Students need to consider the theological importance of these festivals and also the way in which they affect Jewish life and can strengthen community cohesion.

· Homework: To what extent may asking for forgiveness in a formal context affect the spiritual life of a Jew?
	· Scriptural references to Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur

· SIddur

· Cohn-Sherbok - Judaism – Routledge

· How to run a traditional Jewish household – Blu Greenburg.

· Film: Jazz Singer (for Yom Kippur)
	

	Pilgrim Festivals – Pesach, Sukkot, Shavuot
	· Students need to consider each of the three pilgrim festivals separately and also look at the broader context of these three distinct celebrations of harvest.
	· Scriptural references to the festivals.

· Siddur

· Film: Rugrats’ Passover
	

	Rabbinical Festivals – Purim, Hannukah
	· Students need to understand the origins of these festivals and the scriptural and non-scriptural texts associated with them. They need to consider the basis of observance as well as observance itself.

· The theology of the festivals.

· A comparison of the importance attached to these Rabbinical festivals compared with the Torah festivals already studied.
	· Scriptural texts related to these festivals: Book of Esther, Maccabees, Talmud texts relating to the oil in the Temple.

· Prayer book services.

· Film: Rugrats’ Hannukah
	

	Later institutions such as Tu B’Shevat and Yom Hashoah
	· Students should look closely at the origins of these celebrations;

· They should consider the Torah and Talmud origins of Tu B’Shevat and how this festival has become particularly important in Israel and its environmental connections – tikkun olam.

· In relation to Yom Hashoah – comparison of the services and theology of the day compared with Christian / secular remembrance services. To what extent do these latter remember the dead of war or just the service dead rather than civilians.

· Yom Hashoah clearly needs to be studied in the light of the Holocaust and this may be an opportunity to begin a consideration of post-Holocaust theology for A2.

· Homework: the difference in observance between Yom Hashoah and Holocaust Remembrance Day.
	· Services designed for Tu B’Shevat and Yom Hashoah

· Examples of services for Holocaust Remembrance Day and Christian / secular ceremonies in the United Kingdom.
	· Students should be aware that all Tu B’Shevat is generally considered a modern observance it has its origins in scripture and was discussed by Hillel and Shammai.




Sample Lesson Plan: Religious Studies H172 Religious Ethics G579

Kashrut and Food
OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind, this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour. 

Learning objectives for the lesson

	Objective 1
	Students to understand the terms kashrut, kosher and terefah.

	Objective 2
	Students to be able to begin to distinguish for themselves how these terms apply to food in Judaism.

	Objective 3
	Students to evaluate the complexities of using kashrut in relation to food.


Recap of previous experience and prior knowledge

· Set a quick test. Students to provide answers to the following questions, with examples. What is the purpose of kashrut? 

· What aspects of Jewish life does it influence?

Content
	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Warm up activity on food. Answer these questions as quickly as possible: What is food? What is the purpose of food? When and why do we eat food? How do we choose what to eat? Why do we not eat certain things?

	20 minutes
	In pairs, students consider the Levitical texts on kashrut and food.
· List the foods which are kosher and those which are terefah. What reasons are there for putting foods into these categories?

· Now, using a textbook, what are the scriptural reasons for putting foods into these categories.

	5 minutes
	Considering food which is kosher – what are the difference between milk, meat, and parve foods.

	15 minutes
	Ask students to find out what are the requirements in relation to food being kosher for Passover. What are the different requirements of Ashkenazi and Sephardi Jews?

	10 minutes
	In groups students consider why any particular meals or tyoes of meals might be kosher and what the requirements would be to make them kosher.

Do food laws simply create divisions in the world or are they a strength to the community?

What are the benefits of separation?


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Play ‘pictionary’ with the words kosher, terefah, milk, meat and parve.


Other forms of Support

In order to help you implement these new specification effectively, OCR offers a comprehensive package of support. This includes:

OCR Training
Get Ready…introducing the new specifications
A series of FREE half-day training events are being run during Autumn 2007, to give you an overview of the new specifications.

Get Started…towards successful delivery of the new specifications

These full-day events will run from Spring 2008 and will look at the new specifications in more depth, with emphasis on first delivery.

Visit www.ocr.org.uk for more details.

Mill Wharf Training

Additional events are also available through our partner, Mill Wharf Training. It offers a range of courses on innovative teaching practice and whole-school issues - www.mill-wharf-training.co.uk. 

e-Communities
Over 70 e-Communities offer you a fast, dynamic communication channel to make contact with other subject specialists. Our online mailing list covers a wide range of subjects and enables you to share knowledge and views via email.

Visit https://community.ocr.org.uk, choose your community and join the discussion!

Interchange

OCR Interchange has been developed to help you to carry out day to day administration functions online, quickly and easily. The site allows you to register and enter candidates online. In addition, you can gain immediate a free access to candidate information at you convenience. Sign up at https://interchange.ocr.org.uk
Published Resources
Published Resources

OCR offers centres a wealth of quality published support with a fantastic choice of ‘Official Publisher Partner’ and ‘Approved Publication’ resources, all endorsed by OCR for use with OCR specifications.

Publisher partners

OCR works in close collaboration with three Publisher Partners; Hodder, Heinemann and Oxford University Press (OUP) to ensure centres have access to:

· Better published support, available when you need it, tailored to OCR specifications 

· Quality resources produced in consultation with OCR subject teams, which are linked to OCR’s teacher support materials

· More resources for specifications with lower candidate entries

· Materials that are subject to a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement

Heinemann is the publisher partner for OCR GCE Religious Studies
Heinemann is producing the following resources for OCR GCE Religious Studies for first teaching in September 2008. 
Taylor, I, Eyre, C and Knight, R. AS Philosophy and Ethics Student Book.

Eyre, C and Knight, R. AS Philosophy and Ethics Teacher Planning and Delivery Pack.

Eyre, C and Knight, R. A2 Philosophy and Ethics Student Book.

Eyre, C and Knight, R. A2 Philosophy and Ethics Teacher Planning and Delivery Pack.

Approved publications OCR still endorses other publisher materials, which undergo a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement.  By offering a choice of endorsed materials, centres can be assured of quality support for all OCR qualifications.

Endorsement

OCR endorses a range of publisher materials to provide quality support for centres delivering its qualifications. You can be confident that materials branded with OCR’s “Official Publishing Partner” or “Approved publication” logos have undergone a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement. All responsibility for the content of the publisher’s materials rests with the publisher.

These endorsements do not mean that the materials are the only suitable resources available or necessary to achieve an OCR qualification. Any resource lists which are produced by OCR shall include a range of appropriate texts.
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= Innovative Teaching Idea


All the teaching ideas contained in the SOW are innovative, but the icon is used to 


Highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.

















= Stretch & Challenge Activity 


This icon is added at the end of text when there is an explicit opportunity to offer


Stretch and Challenge.











= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.
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