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Introduction

Background

A new structure of assessment for A Level has been introduced, for first teaching from September 2008. Some of the changes include:

· The introduction of stretch and challenge (including the new A* grade at A2) – to ensure that every young person has the opportunity to reach their full potential

· The reduction or removal of coursework components for many qualifications – to lessen the volume of marking for teachers

· A reduction in the number of units for many qualifications – to lessen the amount of assessment for learners

· Amendments to the content of specifications – to ensure that content is up-to-date and relevant.

OCR has produced an overview document, which summarises the changes to Religious Studies. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced this Scheme of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for Religious Studies. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos

All our Support Materials were produced ‘by teachers for teachers’ in order to capture real life current teaching practices and they are based around OCR’s revised specifications. The aim is for the support materials to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in:

· PDF format – for immediate use

· Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work
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	Religious Studies H172: Developments in Christian Theology G575

	Suggested Teaching Time
	25 hours
	Topic
	Foundations of Christian Theology

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	God and creation: Aquinas

(5 hours)
	· Read Genesis 1 and brain storm on the problems posed by God’s relationship to the creation.

· Consider how we explain how things happen. 

· Introduce Aristotle’s four causes and the relationship of matter and form (i.e. efficient, material, formal and final).

·  Explain that Aquinas treats Aristotle as his scientific basis for understanding the creation. So God is both efficient and final cause. 

· Consider why it is important that God acts freely and that there is no necessity for him to act. God can do anything (providing it does not create a contradiction). As God exists separate from matter, he cannot change.
	· Alister McGrath Christian Theology pages 289, 296-307 

· Aquinas Summa Theologica I.1 questions 1-119) in particular the ‘Treatise on Creation and Treatise on the Work of the Six Days’. 

· [image: image3.jpg]


Use PowerPoint slides to illustrate each point
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	Religious Studies H172: Developments in Christian Theology G575

	Suggested Teaching Time
	25 hours
	Topic
	Foundations of Christian Theology

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	
	· Pair work: If matter does change how can God be involved with it?

· Illustrate a possible solution by comparing and contrasting Aquinas’ teaching on angels who have an imperishable bodies yet still act freely to love God.

· Evaluate Aquinas’ teaching. Do angels have to exist for his argument to be true?
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Consider the modern notions of uncertainty and quantum physics. Do these reinforce Aquinas’ teaching or reject it?


	· Use PowerPoint to illustrate each point 

· Anthony Kenny Aquinas on Being

· Set up a TV debate of scientists and theologians.  


	

	Knowledge of God: Calvin

(5 hours)
	· Brain storm: can God be known? The question should raise ideas of what God is and if he is totally other can his existence be grasped by finite minds?

· Introduce Calvin – who he is when he was writing. 

· Explain Calvin’s presentation of the twofold nature of knowledge of God: knowledge of God the Creator and knowledge of God the Redeemer.

· Pair work: Using the image of the world as a theatre in which we are the actors and God the unseen director what could the actors really know of the director?
	· Think back to what God’s relationship to the creation is.

· Use PowerPoint to outline Calvin and his place in the reformation

· Alister McGrath Christian Theology chapter 7

· Project an image as if from theatre stage in which the lights obscure the director to aid the thought exercise
	




	Religious Studies H172: Developments in Christian Theology G575

	Suggested Teaching Time
	25 hours
	Topic
	Foundations of Christian Theology

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	
	· Explain Calvin’s teaching on: ‘awareness of divinity’ and ‘sense of divinity’, sin, and place of Jesus Christ and the Trinity. 

· Read a modern reformed theologian, Karl Barth and summarise his view. 


	· Use PowerPoint to outline these points of Calvin’s teaching

· Karl Barth Dogmatics in Outline chapter 3
	

	Human nature: Augustine

(5 hours)
	· Brain storm. Are humans essentially good or bad? Consider whether students are optimists or pessimists.

· Outline Augustine’s life and influences.
· Look at his teaching on men and women and the affects of the Fall, on bodies and souls. Place of concupiscence. 

· Look at Augustine’s own argument from the City of God.
· Evaluation might look at other theories of human nature such as the atheist ideas of Sartre and contrast with Augustine. 
	· Read Romans 7:7-25 to consider whether Paul is right

· Video: The Examined Life: What is Human Nature? (In-Tele-Com)

· PowerPoint presentation

· Peter Brown The Body and Society chapter 19.

· Augustine The City of God Book 14:16-26


	




	Religious Studies H172: Developments in Christian Theology G575

	Suggested Teaching Time
	25 hours
	Topic
	Foundations of Christian Theology

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities
	Suggested resources
	 Points to note

	The person of Christ: Cone

(5 hours)
	· Show various images of Jesus and ask what they tell us of the artist or the period in which they were composed.

· Discuss to what extent Christian theology can be free of culture.

· Give brief introduction to Cone, civil rights movement, and place of the black churches.

· Explain why some theologians have distinguished between the Jesus of history and the Christ of faith. 

· Explain why Cone rejects such a distinction and what he means by the Black Christ.

· Research assignment. Students to find out how others have presented Jesus: as giver of knowledge (Gnostic), prophet, apocalyptic revealer, etc. 
	· PowerPoint of range of images including one of the black messiah 

· PowerPoint of Cone, USA civil rights, Martin Luther King etc. 

· Cone’s God of the Oppressed chapter 6 an accessible introduction. Alister McGrath Christian Theology pages 345-350

· Students to give presentation. 

· Jaroslav Pelikan Jesus through the Centuries
	· Students could give PowerPoint presentation






	Religious Studies H172: Developments in Christian Theology G575

	Suggested Teaching Time
	25 hours
	Topic
	Foundations of Christian Theology

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Interpretation of the Bible: hermeneutics

(5 hours)
	· Pair work. Front page of different newspapers. How are they to be interpreted? Students report back.
· Explain that the Bible is a collection of books, articles etc, but we don’t know who the editors are.

· Explain the purpose of hermeneteutics especially the basic notion of exegesis and eisegesis.

· Outline what is meant by the hermeneutical circle as suggested by Schleiermacher.

· Outline hermeneutic of suspicion as developed by Paul Ricoeur.
· Pair work. Read  and analyse the Chicago Statement on scriptural authority and inerrancy.
· Student presentation of Bultmann’s notion of demythologising.  


	· Questions to ask. Can they see how the stories have been edited? Does it matter if an article has no author? What is the relationship of articles to each other 

· The Cambridge Companion to Biblical Interpretation
· Video: The Examined Life: Are Interpretations True? (In-Tele-Com)

· PowerPoint to give key ideas

· www.bible-researcher.com/chicago1.html 
· Students to give a demythologised version/presentation of the birth or resurrection narratives.
	· Presentation could be on PowerPoint 




	Religious Studies H172: Developments in Christian Theology G575

	Suggested Teaching Time
	30 hours
	Topic
	Liberation Theology

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Preferential option for the poor 

(4 hours)
	· Introduction: Latin America in the 1960s-1990s. A brief historical and political over view. The problem of dependency.

· Brain storm: what is justice? What is Christian justice?

· Explain Gutierréz’ teaching on exodus, history, justice and judgement and a God who sides with the poor. 

· Look at the Biblical themes of reversal and consider what this means in political and religious terms. 

· Read and discuss Gutierrez’ Theology of Liberation pp 64-71. 


	· Use the film Salvador to set the scene

· Guierrez’ A Theology of Liberation    chapter 2

· Video: The Examined Life: What is justice? (In-Tele-Com)

· Christopher Rowland Cambridge Companion to Liberation Theology    chapter 1

· PowerPoint presentation of key ideas

· Video: Romero (Warner, 1989)

· Guierrez’ A Theology of Liberation
	

	Praxis: three mediations (3 hours)
	· Explain the difference between orthodoxy and orthopraxis.
· Students read Boff carefully and note chapter 3.
· Student’s draw flow diagram to illustrate first/second act praxis and the mediations.
· Consolidate by testing the notions of socio-analytic, hermeneutical and practical mediations.
	· Leonardo and Clodovis Boff Introducing Liberation Theology, chapter 3

· Large coloured card for posters 

· Video: 'Make it Happen' (Christian Aid, 2006) on poverty 
	

	Hermeneutics

(5 hours)
	· Revise what is meant by the hermeneutical circle. 

· Groups to interpret the Rich Young Man. Some as rich yuppies some as poor Latin Americans, some as devout Christians. Results to be compared. Is there a definitive interpretation? 

· Explain the purpose of hermeneutical circle as conscientization in the second mediation.

· Reading of key texts and explanations: Exodus 3:7-8 where the cry of the oppressed Israelites is a prototype for the poor of Latin America; prophecy and justice (Amos 8:5-6; Micah 2:2, Isaiah 3:14-15); the rejection of ‘religiosity’ (Amos 5:21-25, Hosea 6:6); the suffering of God with the poor (Luke 4:18-19; 6:20-24); judgement of those who have spurned and exploited the poor (Matthew 25:31-46); those who sacrifice themselves as martyrs (Matthew 5:11-12; 16:24-25). The book of Revelation is also used by many for its symbols of victory, martyrdom and justice.

· Analysis and discussion. Have the liberation theologians been too selective and uncritical in their choice of texts?
	· Video: The Examined Life: Are Interpretations True? (In-Tele-Com)

· Bible: Luke 18:18-30
· Bible

· Jose Miranda Marx an the Bible

· Phillip Berryman Liberation Theology chapter 3


	

	Jesus the Liberator

(3 hours)
	· Explain the political language by the bishops: sin is considered to be the result of social and ‘structural conflict’, revolutionaries are the prophets of change not traditionalists, and base communities are commended. 

· Brief introduction to  Latin American Bishops’ (CELAM) meetings at Puebla, Mexico (1979) and Medellín Colombia (1968).
· Brain storm: how many roles does the phrase Jesus the liberator suggest?

· Present Jesus’ political role as zealot leader; the one who sides with the poor against oppression and justice; action against religiosity, nomialism and hypocrisy and sin.

· Compare and contrast the views on liberation theology with those of Cone and other Christologies studied in the foundation (above). 
	· Video: 'Challenging Beliefs' : Jesus on retaliation (BBC Curriculum Bites, 2004)

· Gutierrez A Theology of Liberation pp167-177


· PowerPoint summary

· Pasolini: The Gospel according to Matthew (Tartan video, 1967)
	




	Religious Studies H172: Developments in Christian Theology G575

	Suggested Teaching Time
	30 hours
	Topic
	Liberation Theology

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Base communities (CEBs)

(3 hours)
	· Group work: students to describe how a small community would be constructed which would make all its members have a sense of justice. 

· Outline historical roots of base communities and their developments.

· Explain CEBs challenge to ‘religion’ and its new ecclesial theology founded on secular and sociological principles. 

· Ratzinger and Boff affair.
· Research on the state of CEBs today.
	· Video: Believe it or Not: Living in Community (ITV, 1995)

· Christopher  Rowland Liberation Theology chapter 5


	· Comparison the kibbutzim in Israel could be made –both religious and secular 


· Internet research on CEBs 

	Environment and situation

(2 hours)
	· Types of poverty and oppression: infrastructural and socio-economic terms. Poverty can be viewed in empirical, functional, and dialectical terms. 

· Class discussion: is private ownership of land important?

· Explain land is a powerful symbol in political terms, because the poor are tenants and subject to rich landowners; in theological terms because land is associated with the biblical covenants and eschatological terms because the renewed land is the manifestation of the Kingdom of God. 

· Explain ideas of alienation in Marxist and Christian terms.
	· Boffs Introducing Liberation Theology chapter 7.

· Task sheet with key terms to annotate and aid focus
	




	Religious Studies H172: Developments in Christian Theology G575

	Suggested Teaching Time
	30 hours
	Topic
	Liberation Theology

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Influence of Marxism

(5 hours)
	· Outline of Marxist views of history, class struggle, alienation, reversal and exploitation.

· Explain how Marxism has influenced liberation theologians: Segundo, Miranda and Boff do make explicit use of Marx, Gutierrez explicitly denies using Marx. 

· Research: have liberation theologians use Marx to much or to little? 


	· Video: The Great Philosophers: Hegel and Marx (BBC 2, 1987) or The Examined Life: What is the meaning of Life? (In-Tele-Com)

· L and C Boff Introducing Liberation Theology chapter 3

· Denis Turner in C Rowland Cambridge Companion to Liberation Theology chapter 9.
	

	Impact and influence of liberation theology

(5 hours)
	· Students to research a liberative theology and make a presentation to the class e.g. Black theology, gay theology, queer theology, Dalit theology, Mujerista theology.

· Explain Roman Catholic and Protestant reactions to liberation theology notably Raztinger.
· Some pupils might look at more recent challenges of liberation theology to globalisation and ecology. 
	· Student presentations

· Christopher Rowland Cambridge Companion to Liberation Theology Part one and Part three.


	· Presentation could use PowerPoint  






Sample Lesson Plan: Religious Studies H172 Developments in Christian Theology G575

An introduction to Augustine and human nature
OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind, this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour.
Learning objectives for the lesson

	Objective 1
	Pupils to understand Augustine’s teaching on human nature.

	Objective 2
	Pupils to distinguish why there is a variety of opinion about human nature.

	Objective 3
	Pupils able to identify why the issue of human nature is so important to Christian theology.

	Objective 4
	Pupils able to form an evaluative assessment of Augustine’s view point.


Insert Recap of previous experience and prior knowledge

· Headings on the board about Augustine’s life: Manichees, Neo-Platonism, Pelagians, rhetoric, conversion experience, Monica. Pupils to write one sentence under each title. Go through briefly.
Content

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Introduce Augustine’s own life experience as an insight into the issue of human nature. Augustine’s life illustrates many of the paradoxical aspects of human nature and the battle between the desire to do good and the failure to do so.

	10 minutes
	Pupils in pairs to consider the question: are humans essentially good or bad?

· Use projector to show two pictures of Nazi concentration camp and 
Salvation Army looking after the poor

· Pupils to divide page into two and list their reasons (with examples)

· Pupils to provide one overriding reason for their choice – and to be 
prepared to defend it.

	5 -10 minutes
	Pupils feed back.

	20 minutes
	Teacher now to introduce Augustine’s interpretation of the Fall: that Adam and Eve enjoyed a relationship as friends in Eden, that the relationship was sexual but not lustful, that the first act of rebellion was foreseen by God but not willed, that the fall affected the relationship between body and soul, that the results of the sinful body is expressed as concupiscence and manifested differently in men and women, that the Platonic notion of soul helped Augustine explain the difference in terms of deliberative and obedient soul. 

Main ideas to be written on the board or via PowerPoint or as worksheet. Pupils to take notes and elaborate.

	10 minutes
	Show video extract from the Examined Life on human nature. Look at the relationship between Greek and Christian views. 


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Teacher to ask questions about the video i.e. to what extent do Augustine’s views correspond to Greek ideas? 

	5 minutes
	Teacher to ask whether Augustine holds an optimistic view of human nature or pessimistic. Pupils answers to provide examples from Augustine’s thought. 


Other forms of Support

In order to help you implement these new specification effectively, OCR offers a comprehensive package of support. This includes:

OCR Training
Get Ready…introducing the new specifications
A series of FREE half-day training events are being run during Autumn 2007, to give you an overview of the new specifications.

Get Started…towards successful delivery of the new specifications

These full-day events will run from Spring 2008 and will look at the new specifications in more depth, with emphasis on first delivery.

Visit www.ocr.org.uk for more details.

Mill Wharf Training

Additional events are also available through our partner, Mill Wharf Training. It offers a range of courses on innovative teaching practice and whole-school issues - www.mill-wharf-training.co.uk. 

e-Communities
Over 70 e-Communities offer you a fast, dynamic communication channel to make contact with other subject specialists. Our online mailing list covers a wide range of subjects and enables you to share knowledge and views via email.

Visit https://community.ocr.org.uk, choose your community and join the discussion!

Interchange

OCR Interchange has been developed to help you to carry out day to day administration functions online, quickly and easily. The site allows you to register and enter candidates online. In addition, you can gain immediate a free access to candidate information at you convenience. Sign up at https://interchange.ocr.org.uk
Published Resources
Published Resources

OCR offers centres a wealth of quality published support with a fantastic choice of ‘Official Publisher Partner’ and ‘Approved Publication’ resources, all endorsed by OCR for use with OCR specifications.

Publisher partners

OCR works in close collaboration with three Publisher Partners; Hodder, Heinemann and Oxford University Press (OUP) to ensure centres have access to:

· Better published support, available when you need it, tailored to OCR specifications 

· Quality resources produced in consultation with OCR subject teams, which are linked to OCR’s teacher support materials

· More resources for specifications with lower candidate entries

· Materials that are subject to a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement

Heinemann is the publisher partner for OCR GCE Religious Studies
Heinemann is producing the following resources for OCR GCE Religious Studies for first teaching in September 2008. 
Taylor, I, Eyre, C and Knight, R. AS Philosophy and Ethics Student Book.

Eyre, C and Knight, R. AS Philosophy and Ethics Teacher Planning and Delivery Pack.

Eyre, C and Knight, R. A2 Philosophy and Ethics Student Book.

Eyre, C and Knight, R. A2 Philosophy and Ethics Teacher Planning and Delivery Pack.

Approved publications OCR still endorses other publisher materials, which undergo a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement.  By offering a choice of endorsed materials, centres can be assured of quality support for all OCR qualifications.

Endorsement

OCR endorses a range of publisher materials to provide quality support for centres delivering its qualifications. You can be confident that materials branded with OCR’s “Official Publishing Partner” or “Approved publication” logos have undergone a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement. All responsibility for the content of the publisher’s materials rests with the publisher.

These endorsements do not mean that the materials are the only suitable resources available or necessary to achieve an OCR qualification. Any resource lists which are produced by OCR shall include a range of appropriate texts.
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= Innovative Teaching Idea


All the teaching ideas contained in the SOW are innovative, but the icon is used to 


Highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.

















= Stretch & Challenge Activity 


This icon is added at the end of text when there is an explicit opportunity to offer


Stretch and Challenge.











= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.
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