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Introduction

Background

A new structure of assessment for A Level has been introduced, for first teaching from September 2008. Some of the changes include:

· The introduction of stretch and challenge (including the new A* grade at A2) – to ensure that every young person has the opportunity to reach their full potential

· The reduction or removal of coursework components for many qualifications – to lessen the volume of marking for teachers

· A reduction in the number of units for many qualifications – to lessen the amount of assessment for learners

· Amendments to the content of specifications – to ensure that content is up-to-date and relevant.

OCR has produced an overview document, which summarises the changes to Religious Studies. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced this Scheme of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for Religious Studies. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos

All our Support Materials were produced ‘by teachers for teachers’ in order to capture real life current teaching practices and they are based around OCR’s revised specifications. The aim is for the support materials to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in:

· PDF format – for immediate use

· Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work
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	Religious Studies H172: Jewish Scriptures G573

	Suggested teaching time
	12 hours
	Topic
	Time line of the scriptures

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Placing Jewish scriptures in their historical context and considering the probable dates of principal events and people
	· Students need to consider the context of the Jewish scriptures and their chronology.

· It is both the probable dates of the scriptures and also of the events within them which need to be considered.

· Construct a timeline from Creation to 70CE.
	
	· Throughout this AS/A2 course there must be sensitivity towards the personal beliefs students whether they by Jewish, Christian or other.

	Dates for: the life of Abraham, life of Moses, the Exodus, life of David,  the Exile, the life of Isaiah, the Maccabean revolt, the destruction of the Temple
	· This need to be researched preferably from both a faith and historical perspective and placed on the timeline. The different evidence and types of evidence need to be noted.
	· J. Mayled, Judaism, Hodder.
· Charpentier, E How to read the Old Testament SCM Press.
	

	The different opinions about the dates of the Jewish scriptures and also, therefore, of the possible dates of the events contained in them.
	· In conclusion a consideration of why there are different dates for these scriptures and events and the merits, strengths and weaknesses of the evidence and argument deployed.
	· Charpentier, E How to read the Old Testament SCM Press.
	· Candidates may use either Gregorian or Jewish dating and may employ historical, literary or archaeological evidence.
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	Religious Studies H172: Jewish Scriptures G573

	Suggested teaching time
	12 hours
	Topic
	Form criticism

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	The types of literature found in Jewish scriptures: myth, history, prophecy, poetry, law, wisdom (hohma), liturgy;

the origins and purpose of the different types of literature found in Jewish Scriptures;

the main types of literature found in the Tenakh. 
	· This section provides an opportunity for a detailed study of the types of literature found in the Jewish Scriptures and their origins and purpose. It provides essential preparatory work before beginning study of the texts themselves.

· Produce a chart showing types of literature and as many examples of them as possible.

· Homework: Research the theories of Gunkel in relation to Form Criticism.

· Discussion: What is the value, if any, of Form Criticism?


	· J. Mayled, Judaism, Hodder.
· Charpentier, E How to read the Old Testament SCM Press.
	· (Their origins can be viewed either from a traditional Jewish standpoint or from a more modern critical one.)
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	Religious Studies H172: Jewish Scriptures G573

	Suggested teaching time
	16 hours
	Topic
	Themes from the Jewish scriptures: covenant


	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Covenant 

Genesis 1:26-30, (Adam) 8:20-9:29, (Noah) 12, 15, 17 (Abraham); Exodus 19-24 (Moses); 2 Samuel 7 (David); Jeremiah 31 (the new covenant).
	· A general introduction to the legal and religious concept of Covenant – defining the term. For each covenant there needs to be a consideration of its nature and to what extent it is a true covenant. The results of these discussions should be recorded and tabulated.
	· J. Mayled, Judaism, Hodder.
· Charpentier, E How to read the Old Testament SCM Press.
	

	Genesis 1:26-30, (Adam)
	· Students need to consider the detail the Covenant with Adam and should consider its implications both at the time and now.

· Discussion: Is this a true covenant?
	· Art Scroll Tenakh: Genesis 1:26-30.
· Standard commentaries.
	· For each of the listed Covenants students need to have thorough knowledge of the text and context as well as details of the covenant(s) itself.

	Genesis 8:20-9:29, (Noah) 
	· Students need to consider the detail the Covenant with Noah and should consider its implications both at the time and now.

· Discussion: Is this a true covenant?

· Students could usefully consider whether the Flood constituted a natural evil.
	· Art Scroll Tenakh: Genesis 8:20-9:29.
· M. Taylor, Philosophy of Religion, Routledge.
· Standard commentaries.
· Film: Greatest Story ever Told.
· Film: The Bible.
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Genesis 12, 15, 17 (Abraham)
	· Students need to consider each of the three covenants with Abraham.

· The nature of each covenant should be considered separately. In particular students need to look at the Covenant of the Cutting and research whether there are similar ideas in ANE religions.

· Discussion: Is this a true covenant?
	· Art Scroll Tenakh: Genesis 12, 15, 17.
· Standard commentaries.
	

	Exodus 19-24 (Moses); 
	· Students need to consider the whole of the Sinai Covenant and not just Exodus 20.

· Homework: What are the continuing implications of the Sinai Covenant for Judaism today?

· Discussion: Is this a true covenant?
	· Art Scroll Tenakh: Exodus 19-24.
· Standard commentaries.
· Film: Ten Commandments.
· Film: Moses the Law Giver.
	

	2 Samuel 7 (David)


	· Some may study this suzerainty treaty and contextualize it as such.

· Students should consider what lies behind this covenant.
· Discussion: Is this a true covenant?
	· Art Scroll Tenakh: 2 Samuel 7.
· Standard commentaries.
	

	Jeremiah 31 (the new covenant).
	· This Covenant needs to be considered in detail and leading to:

· Homework: What is ‘new’ about the ‘new covenant’ with Jeremiah?

· Discussion: Is this a true covenant?
	· Art Scroll Tenakh: Jeremiah 31.
· Standard commentaries.
	

	The idea of covenant as a particularly Jewish concept and of the way in which this idea develops through the listed texts, moving from a largely single-sided agreement on the part of G‑d to a two-way agreement between G‑d and humanity; and the way in which they show the developing relationship between G‑d and the Jews and, in particular the idea of the Promised Land.
	· This section will summarise on the material studied.

· Students need to reconsider their tabulated responses to discussion?

· Questions: to what extent is covenant a particularly Jewish concept? How does the idea of covenant change? How do the covenants who the developing relationship between G-d and the Jews? How does the idea of covenant continue to relate to the Promised Land?
	
	




	Religious Studies H172: Jewish Scriptures G573

	Suggested teaching time
	16 hours
	Topic
	Themes from the Jewish scriptures: g‑d and suffering

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	G‑d and suffering

Job 1-14; 19; 38 & 42

Jonah
	
	
	· Nothing replaces or compensates for detailed knowledge of the text. Students are required to study specified chapters of Job but should be familiar with the whole of the book as with Jonah. They should be able to refer to passages of Job beyond those set for examination in order to contextualise their answers.

	Job: candidates should have good textual knowledge of:

the Prologue (chapter 1);

the impact on Job of G‑d speaking from the whirlwind (chapter 38) which led to his acceptance of G‑d’s will and; 

the Epilogue (chapter 42) as well as;

the first series of arguments with his ‘comforters’ (chapters 2-14) and his suffering (chapter 19).
	· Candidates need to consider the nature of Job’s suffering beyond the simple basis of the text and would benefit from considering the concept of evil in a philosophical sense.

· There should be consideration of the role of the Adversary (Satan) and the relationship between the Adversary and G-d.

· Discussion: to what extent does the book of Job raise issues about the nature of G-d?

· Chapter 38 needs special consideration as does the Epilogue.

· Homework: What can be learnt from Chapters 38 and 42 of the book of Job?
	· Art Scroll Tenakh: Job 1, 2-14, 19, 38, 42.
· Standard Commentaries.
· M. Taylor, Philosophy of Religion, Routledge.
	

	The unique nature of the book of Job;

the particular teachings about the nature of G‑d which are found within it;

the suffering of the Jews as demonstrated in the texts, in relation to the Jewish understanding of the nature of G‑d.
	· This section serves to draw together the study of the text into a broader consideration of the particular teachings about the nature of G-d and Jewish suffering which is found there.
	· Art Scroll Tenakh: Job 1, 2-14, 19, 38, 42.
· Standard Commentaries.
· M. Taylor, Philosophy of Religion, Routledge.
	

	Jonah

obedience;

the inability to hide from G‑d or resist G‑d’s wishes;

the relationship with non-Jews.
	· Candidates need to consider the nature of Job’s suffering and punishment beyond the simple basis of the text and would benefit from considering the concept of evil in a philosophical sense.

· There should be consideration of the relationship between Jonah and G-d.

· Discussion: to what extent does the book of Jonah raise issues about the nature of G-d?

· The question of relationships with non-Jews also needs to be considered closely as does that of obedience to G-d.

· Homework: What can be learnt from the book of Jonah about obedience?
	· Art Scroll Tenakh: Jonah.
· Standard Commentaries.
· M. Taylor, Philosophy of Religion, Routledge.
	· The study of Jonah needs to go well beyond any GCSE study and needs to show a very detailed knowledge and understanding of the text as well as the concepts found within it.

	The unique nature of the book of Job;

the particular teachings about the nature of G‑d which are found within it;

Jewish understanding of the nature of G‑d.
	· This section serves to draw together the study of the text into a broader consideration of the particular teachings about the nature of G-d and obedience which is found there.

· In conclusion students should consider what can be learnt from these two books about the nature of suffering.
	· Art Scroll Tenakh: Jonah.
· Standard Commentaries.
· M. Taylor, Philosophy of Religion, Routledge.
	




	Religious Studies H172: Jewish Scriptures G573

	Suggested teaching time
	16 hours
	Topic
	Themes from the Jewish scriptures: the prophet Elijah

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	The Prophet Elijah: 

I Kings 18, 19, 21.
	· This section provides the opportunity to consider something of the life and teachings of one of the Prophets of the Jewish Scriptures.
	
	

	The role of the Prophet as exemplified by Elijah;


	· Students should research general information about the prophets of the Jewish Scriptures. This should include ideas about walking prophets, true and false prophets. This information will then also support their A2 study.
	
	· Students may need to be reminded or have explained to them that ‘false’ does not necessarily mean ‘evil’ in this context.

	The Elijah stories connected with Mount Carmel, Mount Horeb and Naboth’s vineyard.
	· Students need good, detailed knowledge of the specified texts from 1 Kings. However, they should also have read the whole of the story of Elijah so that they can place these incidents in their broader context.

· Homework: presentation of the life and work of Elijah detailing the specified incidents and explaining their theological significance.
	· Art Scroll Tenakh: I Kings 18, 19, 21.
· Standard commentaries.
	




Sample Lesson Plan: Religious Studies H172 Jewish Scriptures G573

The Covenant with Adam (Genesis 1:26-30)
OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind, this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour. 

Learning objectives for the lesson

	Objective 1
	Students to understand the terms hedonism and utility.

	Objective 2
	Students to be able to begin to distinguish for themselves how these terms are applied to ethical theory.

	Objective 3
	Students to evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of using hedonism and utility as the basis of an ethical theory.


Recap of previous experience and prior knowledge

· Set a quick test. Students to provide answers to the following questions: What is a Covenant? What do we know about Adam?

Content

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Warm up activity to define ‘Covenant’. Each student to write an answer of at least three paragraphs on the Jewish concept of Covenant and then discuss them with their neighbour.

	15 minutes
	Read the Covenant with Adam.

· To explain, the terms of the Covenant with Adam. 

· Discussion: is this covenant apodictic or casuistic?

	5 minutes
	How is this Covenant different from the definitions of Covenant produced earlier?

	5 minutes
	Ask students to list all the things that they would expect to find in a Covenant.

	15 minutes
	In groups students consider the idea of covenant and relate it specifically to the covenant with Adam.

If a covenant is an agreement between two-sides, what principles or practices in modern life might be considered to be covenants?


Consolidation
	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Is this a true covenant?


Other forms of Support

In order to help you implement these new specification effectively, OCR offers a comprehensive package of support. This includes:

OCR Training
Get Ready…introducing the new specifications
A series of FREE half-day training events are being run during Autumn 2007, to give you an overview of the new specifications.

Get Started…towards successful delivery of the new specifications

These full-day events will run from Spring 2008 and will look at the new specifications in more depth, with emphasis on first delivery.

Visit www.ocr.org.uk for more details.

Mill Wharf Training

Additional events are also available through our partner, Mill Wharf Training. It offers a range of courses on innovative teaching practice and whole-school issues - www.mill-wharf-training.co.uk. 

e-Communities
Over 70 e-Communities offer you a fast, dynamic communication channel to make contact with other subject specialists. Our online mailing list covers a wide range of subjects and enables you to share knowledge and views via email.

Visit https://community.ocr.org.uk, choose your community and join the discussion!

Interchange

OCR Interchange has been developed to help you to carry out day to day administration functions online, quickly and easily. The site allows you to register and enter candidates online. In addition, you can gain immediate a free access to candidate information at you convenience. Sign up at https://interchange.ocr.org.uk
Published Resources
Published Resources

OCR offers centres a wealth of quality published support with a fantastic choice of ‘Official Publisher Partner’ and ‘Approved Publication’ resources, all endorsed by OCR for use with OCR specifications.

Publisher partners

OCR works in close collaboration with three Publisher Partners; Hodder, Heinemann and Oxford University Press (OUP) to ensure centres have access to:

· Better published support, available when you need it, tailored to OCR specifications 

· Quality resources produced in consultation with OCR subject teams, which are linked to OCR’s teacher support materials

· More resources for specifications with lower candidate entries

· Materials that are subject to a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement

Heinemann is the publisher partner for OCR GCE Religious Studies
Heinemann is producing the following resources for OCR GCE Religious Studies for first teaching in September 2008. 
Taylor, I, Eyre, C and Knight, R. AS Philosophy and Ethics Student Book.

Eyre, C and Knight, R. AS Philosophy and Ethics Teacher Planning and Delivery Pack.

Eyre, C and Knight, R. A2 Philosophy and Ethics Student Book.

Eyre, C and Knight, R. A2 Philosophy and Ethics Teacher Planning and Delivery Pack.

Approved publications OCR still endorses other publisher materials, which undergo a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement.  By offering a choice of endorsed materials, centres can be assured of quality support for all OCR qualifications.

Endorsement

OCR endorses a range of publisher materials to provide quality support for centres delivering its qualifications. You can be confident that materials branded with OCR’s “Official Publishing Partner” or “Approved publication” logos have undergone a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement. All responsibility for the content of the publisher’s materials rests with the publisher.

These endorsements do not mean that the materials are the only suitable resources available or necessary to achieve an OCR qualification. Any resource lists which are produced by OCR shall include a range of appropriate texts.
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= Innovative Teaching Idea


All the teaching ideas contained in the SOW are innovative, but the icon is used to 


Highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.

















= Stretch & Challenge Activity 


This icon is added at the end of text when there is an explicit opportunity to offer


Stretch and Challenge.











= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.
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