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Support Material

GCE Religious Studies

OCR Advanced GCE in Religious Studies: H572

Unit: G585
This Support Material booklet is designed to accompany the OCR Advanced GCE specification in Religious Studies for teaching from September 2008.
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Introduction

Background

A new structure of assessment for A Level has been introduced, for first teaching from September 2008. Some of the changes include:

· The introduction of stretch and challenge (including the new A* grade at A2) – to ensure that every young person has the opportunity to reach their full potential

· The reduction or removal of coursework components for many qualifications – to lessen the volume of marking for teachers

· A reduction in the number of units for many qualifications – to lessen the amount of assessment for learners

· Amendments to the content of specifications – to ensure that content is up-to-date and relevant.

OCR has produced an overview document, which summarises the changes to Religious Studies. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced this Scheme of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for Religious Studies. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos

All our Support Materials were produced ‘by teachers for teachers’ in order to capture real life current teaching practices and they are based around OCR’s revised specifications. The aim is for the support materials to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in:

· PDF format – for immediate use

· Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work

[image: image5.png]OCRY

RECOGNISING ACHIEVEMENT




[image: image1]

	Religious Studies H572: Developments in Christian Theology G585

	Suggested Teaching Time
	25 hours
	Topic
	Theology of Religions

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Introduction

(2 hours)
	· Explain that one of the great challenges Christianity faces is its relationship to other religions.

· Explain what is meant by post-Enlightenment ‘modernity’ and ‘post-modernity’.  Give presentation of major characteristics. 

· Brain storm/group work as to what is meant by religion: get pupils to prioritise what they regard as the essential elements of religion.
	· PowerPoint presentation.
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· The Simpsons: Heaven and Hell (20th Century Fox, 1998) – Homer the Heretic.
	

	Attempts to define religion
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(6 hours)
	· Explain that the relationship of Christianity to other religion is often one of rival truth claims. 

· Brian storm/group: what is true religion?

· Outline of what Feuerbach meant by religion. Feeling of dependence: ‘self-feeling feeling’.

· Read Feuerbach and analyse by comparing views expressed in their own definition of religion. 
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· Outline of what Ninian Smart meant by religion: 6 dimensions. 
	· Feuerbach in Alister McGrath The Christian Theology Reader pages 607-611 or Colin Gunton et al The Practice of Theology pages 211-214.

	

	
	· Phenomenon of religion, the ‘invisible’ dimension.

· Read Smart and analyse by comparing views expressed in their own definition of religion.
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Outline of what Don Cupitt meant by religion: solarity, self transcendence, language and outsideless reality. 

· Read Cupitt and analyse by comparing views expressed in their own definition of religion.
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Consolidation: pupils present the various views of religion (with additional views) studied so far and suggest what the implications are for Christianity.
	· Ninian Smart The Religious Experience chapter 1.
· Colin Gunton et al The Practice of Theology pages 358-359.
· Don Cupitt After God chapter 18.
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Possible use of PowerPoint/interactive whiteboard.




	Religious Studies H572: Developments in Christian Theology G585

	Suggested Teaching Time
	25 hours
	Topic
	Theology of Religions

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Exclusivist/particularist responses of Christianity to other world religions

(6 hours)
	· Set out the argument of Hendrik Kraemer: biblical realism and Calvinism. 

· Pupils look at extracts from Dominus Iesus, summarise its message and compare to Kraemer.

· Introduction to Karl Barth. When he was writing and how he developed his theology in particular his use of Feuerbach and suspicion of experience and natural theology. Teaching on the Trinity, grace the Word and election.

· Class debate: is Barth an exclusivist, an inclusivist or universalist?

· Comparison of Barth and Calvin (revise from AS course) on knowledge of God. 


	· PowerPoint presentation.
· Watch video discussion of Dominus Iesus (Ewtn, 2001).
· John Webster Barth chapter 4.
· Karl Barth Church Dogmatics II/2.
	· Revise knowledge of God from AS.

	Inclusivist responses of Christianity to other world religions

(6 hours)
	· Define inclusivism and consider general revelation and conscience.
· Worksheet on biblical texts: Sirach 24; Matthew 25:31ff; Luke 10:25ff; John 16:12-15; Acts 17, Romans 1:18ff, 8:18ff.
· Presentation of Church teaching on Christianity and other from the liberal protestant tradition.
	
	

	
	· Worksheet: extracts from Mystery of Salvation. Pupils to produce poster and flow diagram of the Anglican/liberal Protestant position. 

· Introduction to Karl Rahner: Solus Christus universal salvation; experience of Grace in history, the invisible Church and anonymous Christianity. 

· Class discussion: why should an anonymous Christian wish to become a Christian?  
	· The Mystery of Salvation chapter 7.
· Karl Rahner Theological Investigations Volume 5 (1966) chapter 6; Foundations of Christian Faith (1978) Part VI chapter 10.

· William Dych SJ Rahner chapter 6.
	

	Pluralist responses of Christianity to other world religions

(5 hours)


	· Introduction to the basic claims of pluralism: one reality many ways of understanding it. 

· Presentation of John Hick’s pluralist paradigm: phenomenal/noumenal relationship (Kant); global theology; language and myth in religions.
· Worksheet: take an extract from The Rainbow of Faiths (written in dialogue form) and continue the dialogue giving a defence for pluralism and objections. This could be done in pairs. The dialogues could then be read out. 
	· John Hick God and the Universe of Faiths.
· John Hick The Myth of God Incarnate chapter 9 (on language).
· John Hick The Rainbow of Faiths.
· Christopher Sinkinson The Universe of Faiths: A Critical Study of John Hick’s Religious Pluralism.
	· Revise Bultmann from AS course. 




	Religious Studies H572: Developments in Christian Theology G585

	Suggested Teaching Time
	33 hours
	Topic
	Feminist Theology

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Introduction

(2 hours)
	· Presentation of the rise and challenge of feminism. How it has developed over 200 years. Its relationship to politics and philosophy.

· Explain the challenge of secular feminism to Christian theology.

· Pupils research and present the life and thought of Mary Wolstonecraft (for example).
	· PowerPoint presentation.

· Ann Loades Feminist Theology: Voices from the Past chapter 2.

	· Use of internet for research.

	Presentation of women in the Bible and Christian tradition

(4 hours)
	· Old Testament. Interpretation of various texts: Genesis 1:27. Genesis 2-3. Women of virtue such as Esther, Ruth and Deborah; ‘temptress’ model of Rebecca, Delilah and Jezebel. True and false wisdom in the book of Proverbs with the woman as a prostitute and the women of virtue (Proverbs 31).

· Worksheet and discussion the Biblical view of the body? ‘Texts of terror’ (e.g. Judges 19:1-30) Levitical laws (e.g. Leviticus 15 and 20) holiness and cleanliness.
· New Testament. Presentation and analysis of Jesus’ teaching on the Kingdom of God and its social impact on women such as Mary and Martha (Luke 10:38-42), the woman with bleeding (e.g. Mark 5:24-34) women at the tomb and the resurrection (e.g. Luke 23:55-24:12). 
	· Phyllis Trible Texts of Terror.
· Elisabeth Schüssler Fiorenza Searching the Scriptures. 
	

	
	· Worksheet and analysis of Paul’s letters and his views of women and men (e.g. Galatians 3:28, 1 Corinthians 11:2-16, Ephesians 5:21-33, 1 Timothy 2:9-15). 

· Presentation of biblical scholars on early Christianity. Acts 4:32-35 and development of conservative modifying (e.g. 1 Peter 2:12) of the radical early start.
	
· PowerPoint presentation.
· William Countryman Dirt, Greed and Sex.
	

	Christian Tradition

(6 hours)


	· Presentation and introduction to Augustine. The effects of the Fall on men and women’s bodies and reason. Equal spiritual natures but subordination of women to men in practical reason. Platonic influence: man’s obedient to God and rule over nature, (deliberative self) including his wife and family; women to be obedient to her husband. 
· Pupils read Augustine and analyse his view of marriage.
· Presentation and introduction of Luther. ‘Headship’, natural order and as divine decree. His view of celibacy as vocation. Marriage as procreation and companionship. Women ontologically different from men. The Fall due to Eve’s weaker mental state. Women must accept their present subjugated state as due punishment.
	· Genevieve Lloyd The Man of Reason.

· Internet: Augustine Of the Good Marriage (www.newadvent.org/fathers/1309.htm)

	· Reference should be made back to the study of Augustine in the AS unit and the place of sin and concupiscence.


	
	· Work sheet on Mulieris Dignitatem to cover ‘equal but different’, role of women as mothers and as creators of life,  Mary (as theotokos), natural order of Men and women’s role, dangers of feminism. 

· Class debate/presentation: to what extent does Christianity still hold its traditional values of men and women?
	· Mulieris Dignitatem (1988) Use: www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_letters/documents 
· Pupils may wish to research at the teaching of the Moral Majority in the USA and ‘family values’.
	
· Internet search of ‘moral majority’ ‘family values in USA’



	Liberal/equality feminist theology

(4 hours)
	· Explain that liberal feminism is concerned with equality of rights, autonomy and the irrational basis of patriarchy. Response of liberal or equality feminist theologies reinterpret the traditional patriarchal presentation of Christianity indicating where women have often been given an equal role with men. 

· Class discussion. Go over Bible texts (above) and explain how these texts can be accommodated in the liberal paradigm.

· Pupils research and present the ideas of Elizabeth Cady Stanton.  

	· Daphne Hampson’s Feminist Theology.
· Video: Ideas that changed the world: feminism (Channel 5, 2005).
· Ann Loades Feminist Theology: Voices from the Past pages 89-96.
	

	Reconstruction feminist theology

(6 hours)
	· Presentation: explain reconstruction aims of liberation not just equality. Examples might be given of Marxist and existentialist secular feminists e.g. Simone de Beauvoir.

· Analysis of Fiorenza’s reconstructionist history from: hermeneutic of suspicion, ‘lost’ history of women and early patriarchy. 

· Discuss the importance of religious language on consciousness. 

· Worksheet on: Rosemary Radford Ruether and her challenge of the incarnation to the warrior messiah expectation. Fiorenza’s investigation of the wisdom tradition and its ability to combine male/female characteristics into the person of Christ. The Trinity and challenge to patriarchy - insights of Julian of Norwich.
	· Rosemary Tong’s Feminist Thought.
· Video: The Examined Life: What is the meaning of Life? (In-Tele-Com).
· Simone de Beauvoir The Second Sex.
· Elisabeth Schüssler Fiorenza In Memory of Her.
· Video: Something about Mary Magdalene (ITV 2007).
· Rosemary Radford Ruether Sexism and God-Talk.
· Elisabeth Schüssler Fiorenza Miriam’s Child, Sophia’s Prophet.
· Janet Soskice The Cambridge Companion to Feminist Theology.
	




	Religious Studies H572: Developments in Christian Theology G585

	Suggested Teaching Time
	25 hours
	Topic
	Feminist Theology

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Radical/naturalist feminist theology

(6 hours)
	· Presentation: explain aims of radical or naturalist feminism are diverse but all focus on the body either as radical androgyny or radical difference. 

· Read and discuss Virginia Woolf’s ‘looking glass’ world metaphor and consider how this might apply to Christian theology.

· Worksheet on Lisa Sowle Cahill’s (Catholic) argument that natural law and the communitarian aspects of Christian theology and ethics can be re-worked to offer a radical form of Christianity. 

· Presentation of alternative Christianity, in particular Christian Gnosticism through Elaine Pagels’ argument. Androgynous God, combined male-female principal, role of Mary Magdalene. Gnostic Christianity today. 
	· PowerPoint presentation.

· Virginia Woolf A Room of One’s Own.

· Lisa Sowle Cahill Sex, Gender and Christian Ethics – in particular chapter 4.


· PowerPoint presentation.
· Elaine Pagels Gnostic Gospels and Adam, Eve and the Serpent.

· Video: ‘The Lost Gospels’ (BBC4, 2007).
· PowerPoint presentation.
	




	Religious Studies H572: Developments in Christian Theology G585

	Suggested Teaching Time
	25 hours
	Topic
	Feminist Theology

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	
	· Presentation and explanation of post-Christian feminism. Mary Daly’s use of Nietzsche and transvaluation of Christian values, movement beyond God the Father, to an open-ended ‘new be-ing’ (non teleological) where women will ‘unveil’ the present phallic ethics of church and society.

· Pupils read different parts of Daly’s book and summarise ideas in five or six bullet points to the rest of the class.  



	· Mary Daly Beyond God the Father.
	

	Feminist theological ethics

(5 hours)
	· Brain storm on the role of women as ministers/priests/bishops. 

· Worksheet on the traditionalist view: men and women have different roles, role of minister was not one Jesus ordained nor is it supported in natural law; cannot represent Christ at the Eucharist. Liberal, reconstructionist and radical views.

· Brain storm on the role of women as mothers. 

· Worksheet with quotations from secular and Christian feminist and traditional views on motherhood and reproduction. Pupils have to determine what kind of feminist position the speaker holds.


	· PowerPoint presentation.

· Video: Should women become bishops? (Channel 4, 2005).
· Video: The Handmaid’s Tale (Pinter, 1990).
· Rosemary Tong Feminist Approaches to Bioethics (for secular ideas).
· Cahill Sex, Gender and Christian Ethics chapter 6.

· PowerPoint presentation.
	· This section could be taught or the whole left to pupils to research and present themselves. The following suggests a teacher-led course.



	
	· Presentation to Womanist theology.  Third wave feminist theologians: emerged from oppressed minorities, problems of colour, racism, forced surrogacy, class and sexual exploitation. Dolores Williams ‘wilderness’ paradigm of Hagar. 

· Pupils read The Color Purple and present their views on what they think book is saying (with examples) about gender, colour and class.  


	· Dolores Williams Sisters in the Wilderness chapter 6.

· James Cone and Gayraud Wilmore Black Theology volume 2 Part IV.

· Alice Walker The Color Purple.
· Video: Speilberg The Color Purple (Warner, 1985).
	· Revise AS work on James Cone and his black Christology and presentation work done on liberative theologies.




Sample Lesson Plan: Religious Studies H572 Developments in Christian Theology G585
An introduction to Augustine and human nature

OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind, this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach, but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour.
Learning objectives for the lesson

	Objective 1
	Pupils to understand Ninian Smart’s teaching on religion.

	Objective 2
	Pupils to understand Smart’s notion of phenomenology.

	Objective 3
	Pupils able to identify how Smart’s approach is similar/different from Feuerbach.

	Objective 4
	Pupils able to form an evaluative assessment of Smart’s view point.


Insert Recap of previous experience and prior knowledge

· Headings on the board about Feuerbach: self-feeling feeling, consciousness, objectification and false-consciousness.
Content

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Introduce who Ninian Smart was and his view that religion can be defined objectively as a discernable phenomenon not just as objectification of consciousness.

	10 minutes
	Pupils in pairs to consider the question: what do all religions share in common?

· Groups brain storm and agree on at least four areas;
· Each area to be given a key word or phrase (eg. worship, belief in an absolute).

	5 -10 minutes
	Pupils feed back.

	20 minutes
	Teacher now to set out Smart’s six dimensions: ritual, mythological, doctrinal, ethical, social and experiential and explain.
Teacher to explain Smart’s notion of:

· non-propositional religious experience (rather than revelation);
· his dialectical view of doctrine and experience;
· the ‘invisible dimension’.
Main ideas to be written on the board or via PowerPoint or as worksheet. Pupils to take notes and elaborate.

	10 minutes
	Pupils to compare and contrast Smart’s six dimensions with their own - which dimensions are not necessary?


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Teacher to pose key question to class for brief discussion: can religion be defined as discrete phenomenon?

	5 minutes
	Teacher draws discussion to a conclusion and sets some of Smart’s The Religious Experience chapter 1 to be read for homework with specific questions.


Other forms of Support

In order to help you implement these new specification effectively, OCR offers a comprehensive package of support. This includes:

OCR Training
Get Ready…introducing the new specifications
A series of FREE half-day training events are being run during Autumn 2007, to give you an overview of the new specifications.

Get Started…towards successful delivery of the new specifications

These full-day events will run from Spring 2008 and will look at the new specifications in more depth, with emphasis on first delivery.

Visit www.ocr.org.uk for more details.

Mill Wharf Training

Additional events are also available through our partner, Mill Wharf Training. It offers a range of courses on innovative teaching practice and whole-school issues - www.mill-wharf-training.co.uk. 

e-Communities
Over 70 e-Communities offer you a fast, dynamic communication channel to make contact with other subject specialists. Our online mailing list covers a wide range of subjects and enables you to share knowledge and views via email.

Visit https://community.ocr.org.uk, choose your community and join the discussion!

Interchange

OCR Interchange has been developed to help you to carry out day to day administration functions online, quickly and easily. The site allows you to register and enter candidates online. In addition, you can gain immediate a free access to candidate information at you convenience. Sign up at https://interchange.ocr.org.uk
Published Resources
Published Resources

OCR offers centres a wealth of quality published support with a fantastic choice of ‘Official Publisher Partner’ and ‘Approved Publication’ resources, all endorsed by OCR for use with OCR specifications.

Publisher partners

OCR works in close collaboration with three Publisher Partners; Hodder, Heinemann and Oxford University Press (OUP) to ensure centres have access to:

· Better published support, available when you need it, tailored to OCR specifications 

· Quality resources produced in consultation with OCR subject teams, which are linked to OCR’s teacher support materials

· More resources for specifications with lower candidate entries

· Materials that are subject to a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement

Heinemann is the publisher partner for OCR GCE Religious Studies
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Heinemann is producing the following resources for OCR GCE Religious Studies for first teaching in September 2008. 
Taylor, I, Eyre, C and Knight, R. AS Philosophy and Ethics Student Book. 

ISBN: 978-0-435-30362-4

Eyre, C and Knight, R. AS Philosophy and Ethics Teacher Planning and Delivery Pack.

ISBN: 978-0-435-30363-1
Eyre, C and Knight, R. A2 Philosophy and Ethics Student Book. ISBN: 978-0-435-30358-7
Eyre, C and Knight, R. A2 Philosophy and Ethics Teacher Planning and Delivery Pack. 

ISBN: 978-0-435-30358-7
Approved publications OCR still endorses other publisher materials, which undergo a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement.  By offering a choice of endorsed materials, centres can be assured of quality support for all OCR qualifications.
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Endorsement

OCR endorses a range of publisher materials to provide quality support for centres delivering its qualifications. You can be confident that materials branded with OCR’s “Official Publishing Partner” or “Approved publication” logos have undergone a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement. All responsibility for the content of the publisher’s materials rests with the publisher.

These endorsements do not mean that the materials are the only suitable resources available or necessary to achieve an OCR qualification. Any resource lists which are produced by OCR shall include a range of appropriate texts.
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= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.








= Stretch & Challenge Activity 


This icon is added at the end of text when there is an explicit opportunity to offer


Stretch and Challenge.





= Innovative Teaching Idea


All the teaching ideas contained in the SOW are innovative, but the icon is used to 


Highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.
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