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Introduction

Background

A new structure of assessment for A Level has been introduced, for first teaching from September 2008. Some of the changes include:

· The introduction of stretch and challenge (including the new A* grade at A2) – to ensure that every young person has the opportunity to reach their full potential

· The reduction or removal of coursework components for many qualifications – to lessen the volume of marking for teachers

· A reduction in the number of units for many qualifications – to lessen the amount of assessment for learners

· Amendments to the content of specifications – to ensure that content is up-to-date and relevant.

OCR has produced an overview document, which summarises the changes to Religious Studies. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced this Scheme of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for Religious Studies. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos

All our Support Materials were produced ‘by teachers for teachers’ in order to capture real life current teaching practices and they are based around OCR’s revised specifications. The aim is for the support materials to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in:

· PDF format – for immediate use

· Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work
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	Religious Studies H172: New Testament G574

	Suggested teaching time
	28 hours
	Topic
	First Century Gospel Setting

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Introduction to course


	· Generate discussion about some of the key issues that will be touched on over the year. Give students a series of statements relating to the course for debate – e.g. the gospels are accurate history books, Jesus had nothing in common with the Jews of his day, Jesus was a failure who died the death of a common criminal etc…

· Create a time line of Jewish history- drawing out the key phases and important figures– e.g. Exodus, Monarchy, Exile, Persian Period, Maccabean period. Important ideas can be noted in a glossary.
	· Create a worksheet or a PowerPoint to kick off discussions.
	· It can be useful to return to these statements at the end of the course so that students may apply what they have learnt. 
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Common Judaism
	· Discussion – what are key features of a religion? Link from students knowledge of the 5 pillars of Islam to Dunn’s idea of there being 4 Pillars of Judaism.
· Monotheism – present class with key texts – Deut 6:4, Exodus 20:3, Isaiah 45:20-25 etc.
· Tease out reasons for monotheism – the relationship of Yahweh to other gods and whether Judaism was always monotheistic – extra texts may include Judith 8:18,  2 Macc 6:1-2Deut 32:8-9, Amos 5:25-7.

· Law & Covenant.
· Explore different types of relationships e.g. parent/child, state/citizen boyfriend/girlfriend – what demands do they make?, Who imposes rules?  How do they work?

· Look at law and covenant texts e.g. Gensis 12, Exodus 19-24, 2 Sam7 Jeremiah 31 – what is the nature of God’s relationship with Israel? What is the place of law?

· Introduce bright students to Sander’s key idea of covenantal nomism.
· Temple & Sacifice.
· [image: image4.jpg]


Draw plan of temple – a series of concentric courts.  Explore idea of sacred space and function of the temple. E.g. Holy of Holies God’s dwelling, place of creation- where the waters of chaos were capped, site of Garden of Eden – menorah’s representing trees etc. 

· Explore political and religious function – introduce concepts of sacrifice (communion, holocausts, sin offerings, festival and martyrs.

· Use EP Sanders’ recreation of a visit to the temple as a catalysis for role play or empathy exercise. 

· Create a table of Temple versus church – similarities/differerences as a way of bringing home the significance of the temple.

· Synagogue.
· Explore the hazy history and origins of the synagogue movement. What roles would it have had in society at the time of Jesus? Why did the existence of the synagogue movement ease the survival of Judaism post-70 CE.
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Students can compare the function of the synagogue with the temple- how would a Palestinian and a Diaspora Jew feel towards both institutions?
	· JDG Dunn Parting of the Ways – chapter 2.
· EP Sanders Judaism: Practise & Belief.
· CC Rowland – Christian Origins Part 2.
· CK Barrett – The New Testament Background Selected Documents.
· EP Sanders Jesus & Judaism.
· www.ust.ucla.edu/ustweb/Projects/israel.htm for digital reconstructions of the temple.
· EP Sanders Judaism: Pracisce & Belief pp112-116.
· www.columbusmennonite.org/Bible/default.htm excellent info on temple including a version of the temple/ church comparisons suggested opposite in Class 10.
	· All biblical passages may be copied into resources from: www.biblegateway.com/  

· The books opposite are excellent guides for the whole of this section.

· This could be incorporated into the Pharisees section.

	Religious Parties: Pharisees, Sadducees, Zealots, Essenes
	· As an introduction to this section, evaluate sources – How reliable is the evidence of the Pharisee Josephus? When was the Mishnah written? What was the bias of the NT writers? – Research and feed back.

· For each of the parties explore their origins and key distinctive ideas – free will, eschatology and afterlife, scripture and tradition, setting in life modes of behaviour. Students should extract points under each heading from Josephus, rabbinic sources and the NT.

· Wright gives useful reasons for distinctive beliefs- a teacher led, critical discussion to be incorporated where appropriate.

· Influence: students should explore what Josephus says about the influence of each party. Imagine you are ordinary 1st century Jew struggling to live – Why would the Sadducees be unpopular? Would you have any problems with the strict purity laws of the Pharisees? Would the Zealots have any appeal? Does the Essenes’ eschatology fill you with hope?  Who really had power over your lives?   Would the oral law have made your life harder or easier? Etc…Then reappraise Josephus’ ideas.
· Consolidation: Hot seat exercise – four members of the class each represent a religious party and take questions from other members of the group on aspects of their religious beliefs and importance.
	· http://virtualreligion.net/iho/texts4.html key texts on Pharisees, Sadducees and Essenes.
· NT Wright – New Testament & the People of God.
· G Theissen – Historical Jesus p138-139 – contains a useful table and discussion on influence.

· Horsely Bandits Prophets Messiahs – good on the Zealots.

	· This should be the most time consuming part of this section.

· Each party is best considered independently.
· Homework should be two part exam style essays on a number of topics- stress the importance of independent research.

	Roman Occupation of first century Palestine and its impact on Jewish life and religion
	· Draw time line of the Roman period -70CE highlighting main event.

· Teacher led discussion on official Roman policy towards the Jews.

· Students analyse key events from the time of the procurators from Josephus – What happened? Why did things go wrong? Was the destruction of the temple inevitable? What effect did it have on Jewish religion and life?
	· http://virtualreligion.net/iho/texts3.html key texts on Judea under the procurators.
· Film: Life of Brian – scene – What have the Romans ever done for us?
	· No need to dwell on the causes or course of the Jewish war.

· A good opportunity to recap on Common Judaism – How did Roman rule effect Monotheism, Law, temple, synagogue movement, view of land?

	Synoptic Problem
	· Present class with three passages from a synopsis – two triple tradition (Stilling of the Storm is a classic example), one double tradition (Matt & Luke) – students should underline similarities in the standard way. What inferences can be made about the way in which the gospels were constructed?

· Discussions of theories: Greisbach hypothesis - one source theory and ancient evidence of Papias and Irenaeus. Why that is considered implausible? 

· Two document hypothesis – Mark and Q – strengths and weaknesses of this theory. Students should refer back to their synopsis work – for evidence.

· Q – Students in pairs present evidence for and against Q using scholarly theories and textual evidence.
	· www.ntgateway.com/synoptic   link to Synoptic problem sites – especially good on the case against Q.
· EP Sanders & M Davies – Studying the Synoptic Gospels.
· http://virtualreligion.net/primer/   outlines relevant ancient texts, key theories and some sample pages from a synopsis.
	· Underlining – Triple tradition (Matt, Mark, Luke) underline similarities with Mark in Red – but don’t mark Mark! Then compare Matt and Luke and underline and words they have in common, but have not already been highlighted, in Green – Double tradition.




	Religious Studies H172: New Testament G574

	Suggested teaching time
	32 hours
	Topic
	Mark’s Gospel

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Mark’s Gospel
	· Introduction: present students with examples of lots of different genres of literature – history, poetry, biography, popular science etc. Get them to identity the various genres – how do they know? Lead into a discussion about the genre of the gospels which is not so easily categorised and the historical reliability of the genre.

· Authorship & Intended Readership – examine ancient evidence e.g. Papias, Anti –Marcionite prologue and various texts from NT (e.g. Acts 12:12, 25; Col4:10, 2Tim 4:11 etc) – what can we know about Mark? Is Mark more Pauline or Petrine? 

· Introduce ideas about Jewish and Gentile Christianity. Give students examples from Mark 10:53-54, 66-72, 7:14-17, 2:23-8 etc.  Whose side was Mark on?

· Date –  Students should evaluate what the implications of the authorship discussion then focus on Mark 13 – is this a coded reference to events in the Roman empire leading up to 69CE or does the repetition of enduring to the end suggest a post 70 date. Bright students may like to consider JAT Robinson’s radical ideas.

· Setting & Purpose. Students should examine ancient evidence about Nero’s persecution (Tacitus etc) – empathy exercise – what would it have been like to have been a Christian in Rome at the time? Then be given a selection of texts – how would these have helped a community under persecution?
	· www.ntgateway.com/mark lots of excellent links to Mark.
· MD Hooker – The Gospel According to St Mark.
· CK Barrett – New Testament Background Documents.

	· Examples of Mark’s historical accuracy may be left until the next section on the Passion Narrative.




	Religious Studies H172: New Testament G574

	Suggested teaching time
	32 hours
	Topic
	Themes and Texts of Mark’s Passion Narrative

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	The Passion Story, trial and Death of Jesus Mark11, 14:1-15:42
	· This section is best taught via a commentary on the Passion Narrative drawing out the themes and key points mentioned in the specification. Delivery can be varied from teacher led discussions to students presenting a commentary on stories they have researched.
	· Geza Vermes – The Passion.
· S Legasse – The Trial of Jesus.
· MD Hooker – The Gospel according to St Mark.
· EP Sanders- Historical Figure of Jesus.
· http://atheism.about.com/od/biblegospelofmark 
	

	
	· Stories & key themes:

· Triumphal Entry:

· Imagine being one of the crowd – what would you have seen? Would it have made sense? Would you have known who Jesus was?

· What does this story show about Jesus?  How does Zechariah 9:9 help us unpack its meaning?  How might this story have brought about Jesus’ death? Was it a small or large-scale event? Why is it possible that Mark created the story? (to contrast with the crowds you demand his death a few days later and link in with Maccabean victory parades etc…)

· Cleansing of the Temple.
· Recap on significance of the temple.
· Why were there money changers and traders in the temple?  Were they essential? Analyse Jesus’ OT quotations from OT – what do they imply?  What context do they bring with them? Was Jesus action a cleansing? An eschatological sign? A demonstration about the corruption of the priesthood? A sign that the temple was no longer valid and had been replaced by himself and the eucharist? 

· How might the ‘cleansing’ of the temple have led to his death?  Imagine reactions from High Priest, Roman Governor, ordinary people, the disciples.

· Anointing at Bethany.
· What could the anointing signify? Is it a sign of Jesus’ impending death? A sign of Messiahship (the anointed one)? What’s the significance of a woman doing the anointing? Is it anti-disciples? Has it an anti semitic charge (the high priest was supposed to anoint the Messiah, here a lowly woman does it)?

· Last Supper.
· Compare accounts of Last supper in 1 Corinthians and Luke.  Explore the Passover story and the content and function of the meal. What are the similarities and differences? Explore ideas of sacrifice, new covenant/ renewal of old covenant, fellowship meal, messianic banquet.

· Peter’s Denial.
· How does Peter’s denial highlight the trauma of the Passion?  Revisit Mark’s relationship with Peter – why show Peter failing?  What is the significance of the quotation from Zechariah?

· Gethsemene.
· What is the picture of Jesus here?  Is it believable? Who would have been around to record Jesus’ prayer if the disciples were asleep?  Explore the meaning of Abba – does it show a closeness to God or would every Jew have used the phrase? What does it say about discipleship (link back to Mark 10:38)?

· What happens to David on the Mount of Olives (2 Sam 15)? How is it relevant for this passage?

· Arrest:

· Why was Jesus arrested – what does the gospel say? What could have been the real reasons? Why did Judas betray Jesus? Is it possible to find a credible reason? Could Judas be a creation of Mark?  Why is the kiss so shocking (see Romans 16:16, “2 Sam 20:9)? How does this passage parallel 2 Samuel 17? Why weren’t the disciples arrested? Is the streaker Mark, an ironic comment of Mark 10:28 or a link to Amos 2:16?
· Jewish Trial.
· Recap on Sadducees, Sanhedrin and power of High Priest. What is odd about this passage? How are the Jews portrayed? Does the trial meet the requirements laid out in the Mishnah? Are the charges and accusations fair? What was blasphemy at the time of Jesus? Had Jesus really committed blasphemy? What does son of God mean in its first century Jewish context? How is Jesus shown to be like the suffering servant (Isaiah 53:7)?  

· How does Psalm 2 link in? How historical is the trial? What are the key Markan themes?  Who would have been there to record it?

· Peter’s Denial part 2.
· Why was Mark fond of using the sandwich/ intercalation structure? How does it relate to what has gone before? What contrasts is Mark trying to draw out?

· Roman Trial.
· Recap on the ‘real’ Pilate.  How are the Romans & Pilate portrayed? Does it have a realistic feel? How are the Jews portrayed?  Why does Mark show the Jews baying for Jesus’ blood? Why were the Romans involved? Did the Jews have the power to execute at the time?  Does the trial conform to Roman law? Has Jesus done anything to warrant the charge king of the Jews?   Is the appeal to the crowds historical? 

· Mocking.
· Explore examples of crucifixion process from ancient writers.  What is the irony of this scene? How does it link to the suffering servant? Are there hints of Jesus as a scapegoat?

· Crucifixion.
· Explore ancient evidence about the nature and process of crucifixions. Why is the crucifixion and indisputable fact?  What evidence is there of Markan fingerprints on the scene?  Why does Mark include the taunting? How can the cross be seen as an enthronement? Which parts of the story are derived from Psalm 22? Why does Mark reverse the Psalm? How does the use of the OT here effect out understanding of the story’s historicity?  Links to sacrificial ideas?

· Death.
· What is the picture of Jesus? How does Jesus link to the righteous martyrs (2 Maccabees 7) and what role does Wisdom 2-5 play here?

· Explore possible interpretations of the tearing of the temple veil – sign of destruction, rejection of Israel, Jesus as a new high priest (Hebrews 9:11). If the veil was the curtain of the court of the priests decorated with the solar system does this form an inclusio linking back to the baptism (the sky being torn in two)?  Explain the significance of the centurion’s words? 
	· See DR Catchpole – The Triumphal Entry in Bammel and Moule – Jesus and the Politics of his Day.

· JDG Dunn Parting of the Ways.
· Jeremias – Eucharistic Words of Jesus.
· DR Catchpole – Jesus People.
· www.jesus.com.au/html/page/practices texts on ancient crucifixions.
· www.centuryone.org/crucifixion2.html details on ancient crucifixions.
· Film: Jesus of Montreal – for a realistic crucifixion scene.

· www.well.com/user/davidu/veil.html thought provoking article on the inclusion idea.
	· Lots of scope here for stretching the brightest and evaluating scholarly opinions.




	Religious Studies H172: New Testament G574

	Suggested teaching time
	32 hours
	Topic
	Themes and Texts from the Resurrection Narrative in the Synoptic Gospels

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Resurrection Narratives

Matthew 27:57-28;20, Luke 23:50-24:53 Mark 15:23-16:20
	· Synopsis work. Compare and contrast the Resurrection accounts in Matthew, Mark & Luke. What are the similarities and differences? Why is Mark’s account so short?

· Anayse key ideas in Mark. What is the role of Mary and the women? Is v 8 a suitable ending? Reasons for questioning authorship of longer ending?

· Examine Luke’s stories – how does it relate to Luke’s themes? Has the Holy Spirit replaced Jesus? What advice is there for Luke’s church?

· Examine Matthew’s stories – what are his key themes are emphases? 
	· BH Throckmorton Gospel Parallel.
· DR Catchpole – Resurrection People – an excellent commentary and explanation of the Resurrection Narratives.
· Ulrich Luz, The Theology of the Gospel of Matthew.
· Conzelmann Theology of St Luke.

	

	Revision:
	· Blitz exam questions on each topic – students should be given a title each and asked to present a model answer to the group.

· Create revision grids – e.g. Key beliefs of religious parties laid out on one page, work through each story in the PN – drawing out role of Jews, Romans, use of OT, Historicity etc.
	
	




Sample Lesson Plan: Religious Studies H172 New Testament G574

The Crucifixion (Mark 15:21-40)

OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind, this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour.
Learning objectives for the lesson

	Objective 1
	Students to understand how Mark presents Jesus’ death.

	Objective 2
	Students to be able to analyse influences (e.g. Old Testament) on Mark’s portrayal of Jesus’ death.

	Objective 3
	Students to evaluate the historicity of the crucifixion scene.


Insert Recap of previous experience and prior knowledge

· Students re-cap on how Jesus came to be crucified – What had Jesus done wrong? What evidence was used to convict him? etc.
Content

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Quick discussion – why do no scholars doubt that Jesus was crucified?

	20 minutes
	· Explore crucifixion as a punishment – Give students a series of ancient texts relating to crucifixion (see www.jesus.com.au/html/page/practices/).  There are some useful texts by Seneca and Josephus) and get them to draw out the key points. Why did the Romans use it?  Why was it considered such a good punishment? 

· Show a short clip of the crucifixion scene from Jesus of Montreal to bring home the horror.

	30 Minutes
	Read Mark’s account of the crucifixion.  Students to discuss and take notes on the: Presentation of Jesus – why does Mark show Jesus in utter despair (Link to Isaiah 53)? Is the cross in any sense an enthronement? Why is the titulus so ironic?

Presentation of the Jews – why does Mark show the Jews still attacking Jesus?


	Time
	Content

	
	Use of Psalm 22 – Get students to read Psalm 22:1-22 and compare the details of the story with Mark’s account. Set out the details of the crucifixion on one side of a page and jot down the verses that link to Mark on the other.  Ask them to consider why Mark has reversed the sequence of the Psalm? How do allusions to Psalm help Mark in painting his picture of Jesus? Are the details of the crucifixion historical?


Consolidation

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	A quick fire question round: what were Jesus last words? Why does Mark show Jesus in despair? Why did the Romans use crucifixion?  Name two details of Psalm 22 which appear in Mark’s crucifixion scene? etc.


Other forms of Support

In order to help you implement these new specification effectively, OCR offers a comprehensive package of support. This includes:

OCR Training
Get Ready…introducing the new specifications
A series of FREE half-day training events are being run during Autumn 2007, to give you an overview of the new specifications.

Get Started…towards successful delivery of the new specifications

These full-day events will run from Spring 2008 and will look at the new specifications in more depth, with emphasis on first delivery.

Visit www.ocr.org.uk for more details.

Mill Wharf Training

Additional events are also available through our partner, Mill Wharf Training. It offers a range of courses on innovative teaching practice and whole-school issues - www.mill-wharf-training.co.uk. 

e-Communities
Over 70 e-Communities offer you a fast, dynamic communication channel to make contact with other subject specialists. Our online mailing list covers a wide range of subjects and enables you to share knowledge and views via email.

Visit https://community.ocr.org.uk, choose your community and join the discussion!

Interchange

OCR Interchange has been developed to help you to carry out day to day administration functions online, quickly and easily. The site allows you to register and enter candidates online. In addition, you can gain immediate a free access to candidate information at you convenience. Sign up at https://interchange.ocr.org.uk
Published Resources
Published Resources

OCR offers centres a wealth of quality published support with a fantastic choice of ‘Official Publisher Partner’ and ‘Approved Publication’ resources, all endorsed by OCR for use with OCR specifications.

Publisher partners

OCR works in close collaboration with three Publisher Partners; Hodder, Heinemann and Oxford University Press (OUP) to ensure centres have access to:

· Better published support, available when you need it, tailored to OCR specifications 

· Quality resources produced in consultation with OCR subject teams, which are linked to OCR’s teacher support materials

· More resources for specifications with lower candidate entries

· Materials that are subject to a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement

Heinemann is the publisher partner for OCR GCE Religious Studies
Heinemann is producing the following resources for OCR GCE Religious Studies for first teaching in September 2008. 
Taylor, I, Eyre, C and Knight, R. AS Philosophy and Ethics Student Book.

Eyre, C and Knight, R. AS Philosophy and Ethics Teacher Planning and Delivery Pack.

Eyre, C and Knight, R. A2 Philosophy and Ethics Student Book.

Eyre, C and Knight, R. A2 Philosophy and Ethics Teacher Planning and Delivery Pack.

Approved publications OCR still endorses other publisher materials, which undergo a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement.  By offering a choice of endorsed materials, centres can be assured of quality support for all OCR qualifications.

Endorsement

OCR endorses a range of publisher materials to provide quality support for centres delivering its qualifications. You can be confident that materials branded with OCR’s “Official Publishing Partner” or “Approved publication” logos have undergone a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement. All responsibility for the content of the publisher’s materials rests with the publisher.

These endorsements do not mean that the materials are the only suitable resources available or necessary to achieve an OCR qualification. Any resource lists which are produced by OCR shall include a range of appropriate texts.
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= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.








= Stretch & Challenge Activity 


This icon is added at the end of text when there is an explicit opportunity to offer


Stretch and Challenge.





= Innovative Teaching Idea


All the teaching ideas contained in the SOW are innovative, but the icon is used to 


Highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.
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