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Answer two questions.

1 (a) Explain the importance of Asoka in the early development of Buddhism. [25]

 (b) ‘Asoka harmed Buddhism more than he helped Buddhism.’ Discuss. [10]

2 (a) Explain the importance of the Buddha as a refuge. [25]

 (b) Assess the view that the Buddha is the least important of the three refuges for Buddhists 
today. [10]

3 (a) Explain the relationship between sila, prajna and samadhi in the eightfold path. [25]

 (b) ‘One should begin following the eightfold path by practising sila.’ Discuss. [10]

4 (a) Explain the similarities and differences between village dwelling and forest dwelling bhikkhus.
 [25]

 (b) To what extent can it be argued that forest dwelling bhikkhus are following the Buddha’s 
example better than village dwelling bhikkhus? [10]
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