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Introduction

The 2022 sitting of the GCE Religious Studies 9RS0_03 specification is unique in its claim to 
fame as the first post pandemic examination to return to summer examinations. Centres 
were also given Advance Notice headlining topics expected to appear on the 2022 paper 
because the cohort suffered disruption from school closures imposed by the impact of Covid. 
Candidates and centres have risen to the challenge of in-depth preparation and despite 
pandemic disruption have still produced some very high-quality responses clearly based on 
the preparation that had taken place. It was good to see some excellent responses which 
clearly demonstrate the academic grasp of the subject and the focused preparation 
facilitated by the Advance Notice information. This focus is clearly meaningful because 
candidates could engage with the subject matter at a deeper level. The standard of 
responses was very high overall and centres across the country are to be congratulated for 
the clear success of their candidates. 

Areas suggested for development in 2019 have been acted upon because it appears that 
there is a great improvement in examination technique and time management. Candidates 
show greater awareness of how much each question is worth, used their time appropriately 
and there were very few unfinished or ‘not attempted’ responses overall. However, this does 
seem to go hand in hand with more ‘out of clip’ responses because candidates are planning 
the next question on the space intended for the previous question.

There was a great improvement in the handling of the demands for Q4 – the synoptic 
element of the question was done to a very high standard and there were some very good 
responses that drew on a range of detailed and carefully selected knowledge to deconstruct 
the issues in the question before offering a fully justified conclusion based on review and 
analysis of material. Some excellent examples of well-crafted and pertinent links made with 
other components studied, demonstrated that this aspect of the question can be done 
without a ‘bolt-on’ paragraph approach. This is not an optional part of the question and the 
full range of marks cannot be accessed if this is omitted. There was much higher awareness 
of this aspect of the paper this year.

Given that future examination sessions will likely return to ‘normal’ without Advance Notice 
next year some key approaches worth remembering would include the following:

Firstly, centres are expected to teach the whole specification and should not make 
assumptions about what may or may not be tested on the exam paper or in what 
combination. There is no relationship between this paper and AS Religious Studies apart 
from the possibility of co-teaching similar content between AS and AL in Year 12. There 
should be no assumption that a ‘co-taught’ topic will appear on an A Level paper although it 
is likely that in some sittings this might be the case. Candidates can be asked a question from 
anywhere in the specification and are best advised to ensure that revision covers the whole 
course because there are no ‘options’ or ‘choices’ of questions available.
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Secondly, both the two-part essay question 3a/b and the extended essay question 4 
represent a significant proportion of the marks for the whole paper and should be given 
sufficient time and attention. Candidates who spend too much time on Q1 and/or Q2 would 
be better advised to answer the essay questions first, whilst keeping an eye on timings, as 
cumulatively these add up to 60 out of 80 marks.

Thirdly, there is no substitute for accurate knowledge. Questions 1 and 2 could not be 
answered through guess work – given that Q1, an ‘Explore’ question attracts 8 marks solely 
for A01 it can be expected that factual information is required for full marks because there is 
no requirement to discuss or analyse. In Q2 it was clear that some candidates did not know 
the topic and used other information instead that could not be credited. It is important to 
note that candidates who gave general responses to a topic rather than addressing the 
question tend to be less successful as they do not answer the question fully. It remains the 
case that candidates invariably perform better when they are able to apply information they 
have carefully learnt to the specific demands of a question, rather than just reproducing a 
previous essay with no reference to the question.

Fourthly, candidates continue to misuse the answer booklet by not writing their answers in 
the correct sections; this can cause serious complications in the marking process and is best 
avoided. It is imperative that centres explain to candidates where to write their answers 
ahead of the exam and encourage them to read the instructions page on the front of the 
paper in the exam room carefully. This practice also includes advising them to write their 
plan in the correct question space. It is not good practice to encourage unnecessary attached 
paper when there was already sufficient space in the booklet to write the answer. Some 
candidates did this with every question and ultimately this wastes time turning backwards 
and forwards. Great care is taken to ensure candidates’ work is marked wherever it appears 
on the paper although this process is much lengthier when candidates answer one question 
in a variety of sections of the booklet, or indeed answer two or three of their questions in a 
section reserved for one. It does not necessarily follow that these papers will be marked by 
senior examiners because the alternative system used for scanning papers with attachments 
can be allocated to any available examiner. Since 2019 no hard copy papers were posted to 
examiners because developments in scanning now cover what were formerly called 
‘unscannables’. The official statement by Pearson on this issue is thus: ‘Both ePen items and 
scripts with attachments are directed to all examiners. There is no advantage whatsoever in 
needlessly attaching additional pages when there is space available for the item in the answer 
book’.

Finally, one more general comment: centres must ensure their students have accurate 
awareness of just what is in Luke and John. For example, the ‘I am’ sayings are only in John. 
The Good Samaritan parable is core ethical teaching, but NOT found in all four Gospels. The 
Walking on Water sign is not found in Luke’s gospel.
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Overall, the most successful candidates produced impressive responses that evidenced 
sound learning, engagement with the subject matter and accurate knowledge of the textual 
content and relevant scholarship.
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Question 1

The best responses understood the intended target of the question and were able to relate 
specific, detailed knowledge of Matthew’s proof texts in their exploration of these texts to 
prove Jesus is the Messiah. Precise chapter and verse related to this topic was very 
impressive and clearly laid out in most responses. There were some excellent full, yet 
concise, structured responses to this question where key ideas about the proof texts 
incorporated into Matthew’s birth narrative supported the candidate’s exploration. Most 
candidates understood that the proof texts contained references to the Old Testament that 
set out to prove Jesus is the Messiah. Strong responses engaged with this topic fluently and 
extrapolated from each text an account of Matthew’s attempt to prove Jesus was the 
Messiah.

Responses that failed to achieve the highest levels were mostly off topic because they just did 
not know the material and some responses offered up the messianic secret instead. This did 
not work for a question with a specific focus on a different topic.

Poor and weak responses could account for one proof text and thus presented a narrow 
range of knowledge.

The main lesson to learn is that this question should be answered succinctly without any 
discussion or analysis. Personal opinion does not gain credit.
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This exemplar demonstrates a valid approach to this question. Whilst many candidates 
presented different material this candidate summarised succinctly a full range of proof texts 
used in Matthew’s gospel to prove Jesus is the Messiah.
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The candidate has solid knowledge of the content and covers with 
precision a comprehensive range of relevant proof texts.

This response earned full marks and demonstrated that the question 
can be answered in the space provided. Legibility is also very helpful.
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This is an example of a response that did not have the same control over the material. The 
structure is helpful for setting out different proof texts. Some attempt to refer to different 
proof texts but the importance of the genealogy of Jesus traced through the line of Joseph is 
completely missed. Another link with the third dream of Joseph (inaccurately stated as the 
second dream) resulting in the warning ‘to take baby Jesus to Nazareth’ is not linked to ‘he 
shall be called a Nazarene’ (inaccurately stated as ‘he is “chosen one” by God’.
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The candidate writes out the question in each paragraph and this adds 
nothing to the overall achievement.

The highest levels can only be accessed through presenting accurate 
material – including important details increases the quality of the 
response.
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Question 2

This was also a well-received question with many excellent answers that assessed effectively 
the eschatological themes presented by Jesus in the two parables: the Great Banquet and the 
Narrow Door. Relevant scholarship was evident and approaches to eschatology were 
rehearsed accurately. Candidates were very much in control of the material and assessed 
effectively the importance of the themes.

Weaker responses gave a brief account of the parables or offered a series of definitions 
about eschatology. Such responses were often characterised by either a lack of detailed 
knowledge of the specification or an overly simplistic interpretation of each parable.

Overall, this was a clearly well taught and well prepared for topic.

This answer on the parables of the Great Banquet and the Narrow Door in Luke’s Gospel 
focuses on the question and presents more than just a brief narrative of two parables. The 
full range of elements in the question is assessed and enough is done to score 12 marks.
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Comprehensive accurate coverage of the required textual material and 
identification of the significance of appropriate eschatological themes 
makes this a very clear accurate answer.

Solid learning pays off. Stay on topic. If the question asks for a specific 
topic then a comprehensive assessment of the right material will 
achieve a high outcome.
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This answer hits the brief for half of the question. One parable and not two is assessed and 
the whole response is self-limiting in that respect to a maximum of Level 2 as stated in the 
Mark Scheme. There is no requirement to cover each parable equally, but BOTH must be 
addressed.

The response indicates that the candidate did not know the other parable or might have 
misread the question. It is a shame that the question was not fully addressed.
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Be careful to address the whole question and all of its elements.

Read the question carefully. Marks cannot be awarded if the material is 
not there.
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Question 3

The strongest responses to Question 3a recognised both the demand of the question in 
regard to its focus on AO1 and the need to ‘clarify key ideas’ rather than regurgitate the text. 
Some excellent responses explored the breadth of interpretations that have been made in 
regard to the ‘I am‘ saying itself and some candidates also did well to add the overall midrash 
context of the ‘I am the bread of life’ saying and discussed how Jews linked the Torah and 
bread and noted that both were life giving. Some candidates saved the detail for part b so 
that they could discuss a range of I am sayings and compare their meanings. The best 
candidates were able to give a full clarification of the extract and also add new material in 
part b without repeating aspects of part a.

Unfortunately, the major failure for some candidates on this question was the inability to 
focus on ‘clarifying’ and what they offered instead was a regurgitation of the passage itself 
with some attempting to add a sermon along the lines that this demonstrated how Christians 
should attend the Eucharist. Important relevant detail and context were lost in a ‘translated’ 
narrative as we were exhorted to follow Jesus and the basic response is not enriched by 
salient further detail/comment/scholarship. The weakest responses often retold the ‘I am’ 
saying with little or no clarification of the text itself. It was this failure to clarify elements of 
the text that led to some responses getting ‘stuck’ in level 2.

Moving on to Question 3b

Question 3b about the person of Jesus could be answered using the titles of Jesus in the 
synoptic gospels or selected ‘I am’ sayings from the Fourth Gospel. The choice of material 
often influenced the style of the response – for example, essays about the titles of Jesus 
tended to go into much more depth about the three titles in the specification whilst 
responses focused on the I am sayings tended to have more breadth if candidates attempted 
to include all seven ‘I am’ sayings. Generally, some very good responses limited their choice 
of ‘I am’ sayings to three or four sayings. All approaches were valid and credited accordingly. 
The best responses offered a wide range of knowledge that was carefully selected and used 
appropriately.

The quality of responses to this question indicate that this is an area that the students both 
enjoy studying and centres deliver to an impressive standard. Many responses accessed level 
5 or high level 4, and these answers were characterised by a detailed grasp of key texts within 
the topic such as the ‘I am’ sayings or the titles of Jesus. Most candidates were clearly able to 
quote directly from the Gospel and describe the various sayings that related to the question. 
These candidates were then able to identify the significance of these sayings or titles for 
understanding the person of Jesus. Scholarly input was utilised well and drew upon a wide 
range of prominent contributors. Many candidates focused on the word ‘significance’ in the 
question and managed to offer some sustained critical analysis. Other high-quality responses 
took a ‘wider lensed’ approach, using the unit specific texts to explore the wider theology 
surrounding the person of Jesus and his message.
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Those responses that remained in and around the bottom of level 4 or level 3 did not analyse 
the significance of the material for understanding Jesus. This lack of analytic focus impaired 
their progress. The weaker responses were either very short (suggesting perhaps this 
question was left until last) or that the candidates struggled to add new material to part b) 
and instead were over reliant on part a) material thus risking repetition. This lack of clarity in 
regard to the knowledge of some candidates resulted in a struggle to make valid and helpful 
analytic comment. Others got tied up in repeated narrative from part a) and failed to note 
anything of significance for understanding the person of Jesus. Finally: much time was 
wasted by discussing a link to another paper that is the specific requirement for Q4. This is 
evidence of pre-learning a topic from Q4 without the skill for adapting elements of the topic 
for another question.

This is an example of a fluent clarification of the ‘I am the bread of life’ saying from John ’s 
gospel . The candidate works carefully through the extract as a whole without giving a blow 
by blow account of each verse. The saying is immediately contextualised with reference to 
the tetragrammaton where the Hebrew name of God is transliterated in 4 letters as YHWH 
and the words God spoke to Moses are linked to Jesus’ own ‘I am’ claim through an accurate 
reference to Exodus 3:14 when God says to Moses ‘I AM WHO I AM’.

The response moves on to the meaning of bread with reference to a Jewish teaching: ‘without 
the bread there is no Torah, and without the Torah there is no bread’ and then explains this 
in relationship to the idea that without belief in Jesus there is no eternal life. There is a full 
discussion of the meaning of bread and the difference between the manna given to the 
Hebrews wandering in the desert and the bread that Jesus gives which will never decay. The 
rest of the response continues with the same standard of clarification and overall deserves 
full marks.

Whilst many candidates who achieved full marks wrote three sides, this candidate gets the 
job done effectively in 2¼ pages.
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This answer focuses on the question and the in-depth clarification 
indicates excellent subject knowledge. There is no need to hammer out 
the extract verse by verse in this instance. A very good example of 
what is meant by ‘clarification’.

Fluency in the topic really does achieve high marks. Have confidence in 
expressing subject knowledge.
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This is an example of 0 response. The candidate has written out the extract in full in beautiful 
handwriting. Whilst there is nothing to gain from this activity as such – it is being included 
here to talk about exam preparation and time management and to offer some alternative 
pointers. The Advance Notice sent out to centres would already highlight that the topic was 
on the paper. 10 marks have been thrown away – it must be pointed out that the response in 
part b) from the same candidate indicated some knowledge and maybe the candidate did 
not understand how to address the demand in Part a).

Copying out the extract accurately is plagiarism and does not count as creditworthy because 
the extract is already on the paper. This activity does not address the ‘Clarify’ aspect of the 
question.

The candidate does not know the topic and does not attempt to add anything to the material 
that is already on the page.
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The available excerpt has not been exploited in any way by the 
candidate. Valuable time has been wasted that could have been spent 
on another question.
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An excerpt printed on the paper is a gift that can be used to gain 
valuable marks because the verses are there in front of you. Learn how 
to analyse material and draw out from it the essential concepts .
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This is an example of a Level 5 answer that demonstrated a wide range of knowledge with 
accurate use of relevant scholarship. Specialist language and terminology are carefully 
selected and used appropriately, accurately and the candidate clearly had control over the 
material which was sustained throughout. The interesting aspect of this response is the 
broad knowledge of the topic – the extract was on the ‘I am’ sayings and the candidate 
chooses to use the titles of Jesus for part b).

This material was effectively applied to drill down into its significance for understanding the 
Person of Jesus in the gospels. Scholarly interpretations were deployed to answer the 
question. The response was awarded full marks to acknowledge the quality of religious 
thinking that made this response effective.
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This response demonstrates a well thought-out response with accurate 
scholarship and relevant subject knowledge.

A wide range of knowledge effectively deployed will support coherent 
and reasoned judgments if such selected evidence is appraised fully. 
Knowing the topic and practising essential skills ultimately leads to 
access to high levels of achievement.
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This is clearly a short script that had potential for development if the candidate could offer 
more material or had planned their time more carefully as it is highly likely that time had just 
ran out.

The response contains a reference to the extract in 3a and the comments made on this are 
coherent. Part b) is about the titles of Jesus and begins well but clearly goes off topic in the 
third paragraph and ends with a point about the Logos which cannot be credited. The very 
brief narrative leaves us with not enough material on the page to award more marks. There 
is no evidence of any further knowledge on the titles beyond that first page in Part b).
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The candidate may have ran out of time and the lesson to be learned 
is that of time management. It is also possible that this topic was not 
known despite the Advance Notice given.

Practise time management under examination conditions. Examiners 
cannot award marks if the material is not there on the page.
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Question 4

Candidates clearly enjoyed getting their teeth into this question.

Overall Q4 was answered well, and the lack of very short responses suggested that centres 
have worked with students on how best to divide their time as they attempt the paper. The 
question was handled very well and candidates presented a very wide range of possibilities 
for the responsibility of the death of Jesus showing great insight into the influence of various 
religious and political factions of that time. A wide range of options were discussed in 
addition to the idea that Jesus himself is responsible for his own death because of all the 
controversy that surrounded his ministry and the possibility that it was all part of God's plan . 
All the options were discussed sensitively, and the objective information was evaluated with 
great skill and final conclusions were mostly very convincing. Level 5 was accessed through 
the demonstration of a wide range of accurate knowledge that was used appropriately. 
Religious information was critically deconstructed and connections between the full range of 
elements in the question was clearly apparent. Candidates understood the question and 
offered convincing conclusions about the responsibility for the death of Jesus which fully and 
logically drew together all the ideas that were discussed and in the end their judgements 
were fully justified. The best candidates made effective connections to their other areas of 
study and this year marked a great improvement in how this element was addressed.

Weaker responses were incomplete or dealt with general knowledge about the events 
leading up to the death of Jesus and the general context within which Jesus carried out his 
ministry. Such responses were few and it is a shame that the potential of this question was 
missed by some candidates who did not know, or could not distinguish between, the 
influence of different groups that existed in the first century. Such responses lacked the 
element of debate that higher achievers set up in response to the question. Some glimpses 
of the theological significance of Jesus’ death emerged if any of the scholarship was 
understood. Typically lower level responses outlined some elements of the question before 
rambling on to an unjustified conclusion. Some tried to stretch out the essay with an 
unbalanced rendition of the synoptic element of the question by appealing to more than one 
other area of study rather than focusing on the actual question.

Centres are to be congratulated for the very high standard of responses to Q4. This was a 
very good year in this respect.

There has been evidence of very high-quality work this year and many essays that were 
awarded full marks did not necessarily fill 8 pages but they all have an academic purity about 
them whereby the non-expert could learn about the subject by reading these. The hallmark 
of such essays is the clarity with which the different arguments and counter arguments are 
juxtaposed and an awareness of the question which takes you all the way to a fully justified 
conclusion that can be accepted on the merit of how well it was argued and justified. It does 
not matter which position is arrived at, what matters is how the candidate gets there.
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This is an example of a response that earned full marks for a balanced debate which 
answered the question. Even the synoptic link was integrated very intelligently into a line of 
argument that made full use of the link to support the thrust of the argument as opposed to 
being a ‘bolt-on’ affair. This whole section was also used to support the candidate’s own point 
of view about God but not in a way that detracted from the answer. Scholarship is included 
and could have been broadened to include more but, in this response, enough has been 
done to achieve the marks awarded.
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The candidate covers the topic comprehensively and clearly answers 
the question.

Know why you are selecting your material and keep the question in 
mind in the same way as this exemplar. Consider the inclusion of 
relevant scholarship.
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This is an example of another answer that demonstrated a wide range of knowledge with 
accurate use of relevant scholarship. Specialist language and terminology are carefully 
selected and used appropriately, accurately and the candidate clearly had control over the 
material which was sustained throughout 6¼ pages. The interesting aspect of this response 
is the more extensive use of relevant scholarship and the candidate also deploys a different 
approach to the synoptic link. The choice of utilitarianism was very clever because it achieved 
its purpose of commenting on what is going on when Pilate put it to the people to decide 
whether to release Jesus or Barabbas – the influence of the majority is clear in this situation 
and the candidate goes on to argue that it was the people’s choice that resulted in Jesus’ 
death. This second exemplar has a different style to the first exemplar and achieved its goal 
overall.
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The candidate is really in control of the topic and selects relevant 
scholarship and detail to support the debate.

There is no substitute for knowledge of the material, and it is sensible 
to select a link which inevitably adds to the quality of the answer 
because of its aptness.
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Paper Summary

A very good year's work has been done by centres and candidates, in general equipping 
candidates to respond well to the demands of this paper. Candidates appear to enjoy the 
material they study and are able to respond with enthusiasm. 

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Respond to the specific demands of the question by tailoring relevant information.
Practice writing to timed practise questions using the exam timing.
Use the answer booklet correctly and avoid unnecessary attachments.
Support points made with examples and relevant textual detail.
Express your viewpoint clearly where AO2 is required.
Continue to develop a good range of scholarship.
Take care with subject specific spellings (terminology and scholars).
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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