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Introduction

There were examples of good quality, competent and outstanding work. This introduction will
mention some good practices and the summary will consider some areas for improvement. Where
it was applicable, candidates made good use of the context of the topic under consideration eg
Q03(b) Mendelssohn and Reform Judaism. Work in response to Q02 was good in terms of the range
of topics covered. Many candidates were proficient in their use of technical language. This was seen
in answers to Q03(a) showing a good analysis and understanding of the text.

There were many examples of good practice in creating high quality work in introductions and

conclusions. Some developed effective skills in working on evaluative skills for AO2, often seen in
QO03(b).
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Question 1
Higher range scripts provided a selected context to the topic of Zionism, including topics such as

‘the promised land’, diaspora and anti-Semitism. Some candidates produced very good material on
types of Zionism keeping the focus of ‘aims’ to the fore. Good use was made of influential figures

related to Zionism.
The weaker answers lacked focus on the aims of Zionism.

SECTION A

Answer ALL questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided.
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate presented a variety of types of Zionism and their various
aims together with some causes of Zionism related to aims, achieving 8
marks.
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1 Explore the aims of Zionism.
(8)
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% ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

The candidate focused on some ideas linked to the origins of Zionism,
including the covenant relationship and generally related the material to
‘aims’, again achieving 8 marks.
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Question 2

Some candidates understood the implications of types of Orthodox Judaism on work on practices.
Halakhah was well understood by many candidates, together with varied implications across public
and domestic practices according to different Orthodox communities. Key topics included the
significance of circumcision, dress, educational implications, kosher rules and practices, marriage,
Shabbat and synagogue.

Lower quality was seen in descriptive accounts without analysis.
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S\ :
N (ResultsPlus
E/N Examiner Comments

The candidate presented a clear introduction and throughout the answer
displayed proficient use of terms. The candidate combined a breadth of
material with some precise details of practices. 12 marks.
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Question 3
Question 3(a)

Good examples provided a selected context to Maimonides and his key writings. Candidates
clarified the roles of revelation and reason, noting the primary importance of revelation and fully
linking ideas to the extract. A key focus of the extract is that there is no contradiction between what
God has revealed and the investigations of the human mind.

Weaker answers presented narrative material on Maimonides with generalised accounts of
revelation and reason.

Question 3(b)

There were clear accounts of the beginnings of assimilation and Reform and the role of
Mendelssohn. This included Mendelssohn’s views about haskalah. It could have been useful to
compare Mendelssohn with Maimonides, provided the focus was on Mendelssohn. Effective
evaluative material was provided by critical debates arising from critiques across different Jewish
traditions. Higher evaluative standards were seen in answers that fully addressed the demands of
the question with a comprehensive appraisal of the evidence.

Lower level work referred to biographical material at the expense of significant analysis.

12 GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 4E



Read the following passage before answering the questions.

- Y
The way that we come to know God and the world is through a combination of
revelation and reason. Prophecy, for example, is not merely a gift from God processed

ﬂ through human imagination. According to Maimonides, prophecy also requires

perfection of wisdom and morality as well as a developed imagination. And that
gift from God is passed through the mediation of the Active Intellect (a “rational
emanation” of the presence of the Almighty in the world), so reason must always play

apart.

Indeed, reason must play a role in the love of God, Mai I holds. It is in large
part through the intellect that we attain religious and ‘goals. By the same
token, the sacred writings of Judaism are truthful and do not require us to accept’ <
anything that cannot be proven by reason. Where they appear otherwise, we are to

read them as allegory. For this reason, study of Torah is one way of achieving greater
knowledge of God, engaging the intellect in the search. Faith and reason are not

enemies but, in Maimonides’ thought, essential to each ?r if we are to understand
God.

o r;,,r ) J
(Source: Extract adapted from ‘Essential Judaism: A Complete Guide to Beliefs, Customs

and Rituals’, Chapter 8, ‘The Philosophers: The continuing evolution of Jewish Thought’,
Robinson, G., Simon and Schuster, 2008, Edexcel Anthology)

3 (a) Clarify the key ideas of Maimonides about prophecy and reason illustrated in this
- passage.

You must refer to the passage in your response.
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(b) Analyse the distinctive contributions of Moses Mendelssohn to an understanding
of Judaism.

(20)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

QO03(a) The candidate had a clear idea of the relationship between
prophecy, wisdom and morality. There was a very good level of
understanding of the links between faith and reason with a detailed
analysis of the Active Intellect. 8 marks.

QO03(b) The candidate presented a full account of the relationship between
Mendelssohn and the early days of Reform Judaism. There was a good
selection of distinctive features of Mendelssohn and this was assisted by
relevant studies of Maimonides. 20 marks.
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20

3 (a) Clarify the key ideas of Maimonides about prophecy and reason illustrated in this
passage.

You must refer to the passage in your response. _
(10)
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(b) Analyse the distinctive contributions of Moses M to an understanding
of Judaism. '
(20)
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QO03(a) The candidate had an accurate understanding of the relationship
between faith and reason from the extract. There was a good analysis of
the Active Intellect. The role of Aristotle in this context was well-observed.
8 marks.

QO03(b) The candidate had a good understanding of the significance of
Mendelssohn and of the criticisms made against his beliefs. There was
effective use of limited scholarship. The candidate was successful in
incorporating ideas from Maimonides including views about life after
death. 18 marks.
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Question 4

Higher levels of work were seen in the standard of understanding given to the context of pluralism,
inclusivism, inter-faith dialogue and the Holocaust. Some debates engaged with exclusivist strands
within Judaism. Effective use was made of the Covenants on Jewish belief and practice. Some
candidates made effective use of case studies dealing with interfaith dialogue. Links included
testing truth claims as seen in Philosophy, Situation ethics, beliefs about the Messiah in NT studies,
and some Jewish traditions. Candidates at the higher levels made effective use of reasoning
coupled with convincing conclusions.

A feature of lower levels showed vague and generalised references to various Jewish traditions.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This was a reflective, thoughtful study of this topic in Judaism. There was a
considerable range of material and reference to various Rabbis and
scholars and some of these displayed links. Links were also seen in the
case studies on gender issues. The answer was characterised by frequent
mention of ‘conclusions’. Such a method is not necessarily recommended
although in an answer of thoughtful responses it was prudent to
summarise the various stages within the overall answer. This was a
sophisticated probing answer worthy of full marks.
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Paper Summary

There are some areas for improvement:

* |t is essential that candidates know the relevant information as seen in eg Q04. The specification,
for example, provides some relevant topics related to Jewish attitudes to other faiths such as
inclusivism and pluralism.

* All questions require a careful selection of relevant material and this is especially true with those
guestions with only 8 marks allocated.

* In some questions (eg Q02) candidates presented a limited range of material.

* Some candidates displayed barely adequate AO2 skills and materials as seen in eg response to
the evaluative dimensions to Questions 3(b) and 4.

GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 4E 33



Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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