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General Marking Guidance 

 
 

• All candidates must receive the same treatment. Examiners 
must mark the first candidate in exactly the same way as they 
mark the last. 

• Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must 
be rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather 
than penalised for omissions. 

• Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not 
according to their perception of where the grade boundaries 
may lie. 

• There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark 
scheme should be used appropriately. 

• All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be 
awarded. Examiners should always award full marks if 
deserved,   i.e.   if   the   answer   matches   the   mark 
scheme. Examiners should also be prepared to award zero 
marks if the candidate’s response is not worthy of credit 
according to the mark scheme. 

• Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will 
provide the principles by which marks will be awarded and 
exemplification may be limited. 

• When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the 
mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team leader must 
be consulted. 

• Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate 
has replaced it with an alternative response. 



Paper 4: Study of Religion, Option 4D: Islam – June 2019 
Mark scheme 

Question 
number 

Indicative content 

1 8 marks AO1 
 
AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge, understanding 
and specialist language and terminology when responding to the question. 

 
Candidates may refer to the following. 

• The meaning of tawhid may be explained. 
• It is commanded by Allah. 
• Belief in tawhid influences a Muslim’s understanding of Muhammad’s role. 
• The belief in tawhid determines how a Muslim lives. 
• The relationship between tawhid and shirk may be explored. 

 
Level Mark Descriptor 

 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1–2 • A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 
• Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key 

religious ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies (AO1). 
• Provides a superficial understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs 

(AO1). 
Level 2 3–5 • A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies 
(AO1). 

• Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key 
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1). 

• Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of 
understanding (AO1). 

Level 3 6–8 • A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained 
throughout (AO1). 

• Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key 
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1). 

• Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a 
depth of understanding (AO1). 



Question 
number 

Indicative content 

2 4 marks AO1, 8 marks AO2 
 
AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation. 
Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 
using specialist language and terminology when responding to the question, 
and in meeting AO2 descriptors described below. 

 
Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1. 

• The historical context of this period may be explained. 
• The religious context of the Rightly Guided Caliphs may be assessed. 
• The spread of Islam may relate to the period of the Caliphs. 

 
AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and 
evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be 
underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding. 

 
Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2. 

• It may be argued that Abu Bakr was a key figure in the spread of Islam 
because he unified and focused the Muslim brotherhood upon Allah after 
Muhammad’s death and as Caliph he maintained his influence and 
authority over all groups in Madinah whilst supporting the expansion of 
Muslim Territories. 

• Umar continued the expansion of Islam and was significant because of the 
spread from Libya to Persia. 

• It may be argued that Uthman was significant because he was responsible 
for the standardisation of the Quranic text. 

• The Caliphs were influential not only because of the geographical spread of 
Islam but also in terms of their influence on the developments within 
Islam. 

 
Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain 
marks beyond the top of Level 1. 



Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1–4 • A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 
• Information/issues are identified (AO2). 
• Judgements are supported by generalised arguments (AO2). 

Level 2 5–8 • A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 
selected, most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies 
(AO1). 

• Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simplistic 
chain of reasoning (AO2). 

• Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made 
(AO2). 

Level 3 9–12 • A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained 
throughout (AO1). 

• Critically deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to coherent 
and logical chains of reasoning (AO2). 

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of 
elements in the question (AO2). 

 
 
 

Question 
number 

Indicative content 

3(a) 10 marks AO1 
 
AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding and specialist language and terminology when responding to 
the question. 

 
Candidates may refer to the following. 

• These surahs contain core teachings of the Qur’an. 
• These surahs reveal knowledge of Allah and key attributes. 
• The surahs show important features of the relationship between Allah and 

humanity. 
• The surahs teach that the ‘straight way’ leads to the grace of Allah. 
• The surahs provide guidance on how to pray. 
• Overall the surahs build up a synthesis of faith and aspiration. 



Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1–3 • A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 
• Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is 

superficial (AO1). 
• Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key 

religious ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies that are not directly 
linked to the extract (AO1). 

Level 2 4–6 • A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 
selected, most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies 
(AO1). 

• Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is 
detailed, however it is not fully developed (AO1). 

• Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key 
religious ideas and beliefs and are linked in most cases to reference 
from the extract (AO1). 

Level 3 7–10 • A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained 
throughout (AO1). 

• Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is 
detailed and fully developed (AO1). 

• Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key 
religious ideas and beliefs and are fully linked to references from the 
extract (AO1). 



Question 
number 

Indicative content 

3(b) 5 marks AO1, 15 marks AO2 
 
AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation. 
Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 
using specialist language and terminology when responding to the question, 
and in meeting AO2 descriptors described below. 

 
Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1. 

• Details about the revelation of the Qur’an may be given. 
• The idea that the Qur’an is seen as a miracle may be clarified. 
• The Qur’an details key beliefs about Allah. 

 
AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and 
evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be 
underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding. 

 
Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2. 

• The status of Muhammad may be analysed with reference to 
his life because of the central issues about revelation. 

• There may be references to some surahs because these teach 
the significance of submission. 

• This status of the Qur’an is important because of its authority 
over belief and practice. 

• The Qur’an is pivotal in the development of Islam because of 
its influence in legal and social matters and moral codes. 

• The interpretation of the Qur’an varies within different schools 
in Islam. 

• The status of the Qur’an is complex when considered in the 
context of the Hadith and Sunnah and the significance of 
Imams. 

 
Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain 
marks beyond the top of Level 1. 



Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 
Level 1 1–4 • A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 
• Information/issues are selected (AO2). 
• Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements in the 

question (AO2). 
• Judgements are supported by generic arguments (AO2). 

Level 2 5–8 • A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 
selected, some of which are used appropriately with some 
inaccuracies (AO1). 

• Deconstructs religious information/issues (AO2). 
• Makes connections between a limited range of elements in the 

question (AO2). 
• Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made 

with little or no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2). 
Level 3 9–12 • A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 

selected most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies 
(AO1). 

• Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simple 
chain of reasoning (AO2). 

• Makes connections between many but not all of the elements in the 
question (AO2). 

• Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made, 
which are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence (AO2). 

Level 4 13–16 • A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 
carefully selected, most of which are used appropriately and 
accurately throughout (AO1). 

• Deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and 
logical chains of reasoning (AO2). 

• Makes connections between a wide range of elements in the question 
(AO2). 

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many but not all of 
the elements in the question, which are supported by the appraisal of 
some evidence (AO2). 

Level 5 17–20 • A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are 
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained 
throughout (AO1). 

• Critically deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to 
coherent and logical chains of reasoning (AO2). 

• Makes connections between the full range of elements in the question 
(AO2). 

• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of 
elements in the question, which are fully supported by the 
comprehensive appraisal of evidence (AO2). 



 
Question 
number 

Indicative content 

4 5 marks AO1, 25 marks AO2 
 

The mark scheme draws on some ideas from L Ahmed’s work which is listed as a source in 
the Anthology. Candidates will be credited with this material although it is not essential to 
draw on this source. 

 
AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation. 
Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding using 
specialist language and terminology when responding to the question, and in 
meeting AO2 descriptors described below. 

 
Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1. 

• The key roles of women may be explained in the Qur’an. 
• Material on gender can be found in the Hadith. 
• Views on gender roles within Islam have changed over time and 

across cultures. 
 

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and evaluative 
skills to address the question. Such responses will be underpinned by their use of 
knowledge and understanding. 

 
Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2. 

• Evidence of a sexual hierarchy can be evaluated because this may lead to an 
androcentric interpretation of Islam. 

• Historical factors may provide evidence of gender inequalities because of 
perceived cases of discrimination. 

• Geographical cases highlight some complexities because of such examples as the 
role of women in Saudi Arabia. 

• Western influences on Islam may be evaluated because of a supposedly more 
liberal attitude to females. 

• Ahmed draws attention to some gender issues within Islam because of her use of 
case studies and these therefore show how they influence critical judgements 
about gender studies. 

• The analysis of terms and evaluative use of language is important in Islam (This 
shows links with Philosophy of Religion). 

• Sexual morality in Islam has a religious base that may or may not be consistent 
with different ethical arguments (This shows links with Religion and Ethics). 

• Islamic teaching on gender has comparisons and contrasts with those of the New 
Testament (This shows links with New Testament Studies). 

 
 
 

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain marks 
beyond the top of Level 1. 



 
 

Level Mark Descriptor 
 0 No rewardable material. 

Level 1 1–6 • A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected but are 
unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1). 

• Information/issues are identified (AO2). 
• Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements in the question (AO2). 
• Judgements are supported by generic arguments (AO2). 
• Judgements made with no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2). 
• Conclusions are provided but are simplistic and/or generic (AO2). 

Level 2 7–12 • A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected, some of which 
are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

• Deconstructs religious information/issues (AO2). 
• Makes connections between a limited range of elements in the question (AO2). 
• Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made (AO2). 
• Judgements made with little or no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2). 
• Conclusions are provided, which loosely draw together ideas but with little or no attempt to 

justify (AO2). 

Level 3 13–18 • A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected, most of which are 
used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1). 

• Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simplistic chain of reasoning (AO2). 
• Makes connections between many but not all of the elements in the question (AO2). 
• Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made (AO2). 
• Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence (AO2). 
• Conclusions are provided, which logically draw together ideas and are partially justified (AO2). 

Level 4 19–24 • A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are carefully selected, most of 
which are used appropriately and accurately throughout (AO1). 

• Deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and logical chains of reasoning 
(AO2). 

• Makes connections between a wide range of elements in the question (AO2). 
• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many but not all of elements in the question 

(AO2). 
• Reasoned judgements are supported by the appraisal of some evidence (AO2). 
• Convincing conclusions are provided, which fully and logically draw together ideas and are 

partially justified (AO2). 
Level 5 25–30 • A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are carefully selected and 

used appropriately, accurately and sustained throughout (AO1). 
• Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and logical chains of 

reasoning (AO2). 
• Makes connections between the full range of elements in the question (AO2). 
• Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of elements in the question 

(AO2). 
• Reasoned judgements are fully supported by the comprehensive appraisal of evidence (AO2). 
• Convincing conclusions are provided, which fully and logically draw together ideas and are fully 

justified (AO2). 
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