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Introduction

Candidates had to answer all questions within the paper and most responses reflected a high
standard of teaching and preparation that enabled candidates to cope well with the topics relating
to Islam, though responses did vary in standard. There were a number of scripts that were of an
excellent standard and these candidates and their centres are to be congratulated.
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Question 1

This question required candidates to explore the Muslim belief of tawhid for 8 marks and required
AO1 material only. Most candidates demonstrated a good knowledge and understanding of the key
ideas of tawhid, with many explaining its meaning and how the belief influences the lives of
Muslims. Most candidates also explored the relationship between tawhid and shirk.

Some candidate responses reflected a sound knowledge of the term, but were too brief for this
‘explore’ question.
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1 Explore the Muslim belief in tawhid.
(8)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer was clearly written, reflecting excellent
knowledge and a full understanding. It
demonstrated details of different types of tawhid
and shirk.
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1 Explore the Muslim belief in tawhid. ‘
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Examiner Comments

-
ﬁ | { ResultsPlus

This answer reflected knowledge of tawhid and
shirk, relating the topic to Muhammad, the
Prophets and the Five Pillars whilst referring to
such scholars as V. Watton, S. Sarwar and K.

Armstrong.
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Question 2

Most candidates answered this question competently though the standard of their answers varied.

The stronger answers demonstrated a good use of material and focused closely upon the demands
of the question. Many showed a good knowledge and understanding of the historical context and
provided details of the work of the four Rightly Guided Caliphs to show how they affected the
spread of Islam.

Some responses were too descriptive and contained narrative that did not focus upon the wording
of the question. A few candidates gave their views without supplying evidence for their comments.
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2 Assess the Importance of the Rightly Guided Caliphs in relation to the spread of Islam.
(12)
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-
ﬁ | { ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer focuses upon the importance of the
Rightly Guided Caliphs for the spread of Islam;
using detailed material about the individual

leaders whilst making points that are supported by
evidence.
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2 Assess the importance of the Rightly Guided Caliphs in relation to the spread of Islam.
- (12)
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

In this second answer, the role of the Rightly
Guided Caliphs is detailed and linked with Shariah
Law. The spread of Islam is referenced as being
throughout the world and very important up to the
present day.
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Question 3

QO03(a)

Most candidates answered this question and conveyed the meaning of the passage. Answers were
variable and some were too brief, with candidates closely following the text and addressing only a
narrow range of religious ideas and beliefs.

Stronger answers were more detailed and clear. These responses addressed a broad range of
religious ideas and beliefs that related to the core teachings of the Qur'an concerning knowledge of
Allah; his key attributes, his relationship with humanity and the 'Straight Way'.

Q03(b)

The quality of candidate responses varied. Some were narrative in style, describing Muhammad's
call and what followed, rather than applying this as an indication of Divine Authority.

Other answers selected material relating to the authority of the Qur'an within Islam, the Muslim
umma and Shariah Law. These candidates emphasised the fact that Islam has been, and still is, a
widespread religion. Strong answers considered the question of whether or not it is the revealed
word of Allah, and supported their points with coherent and reasoned judgements.

GCE Religious Studies 9RS0 4D

17



Surah 1. The Opening RPN

1. In the name of Allah, Mo ious, Most Merciful.

2. Praise be to Allah, the Cherisher and Sustainer of the worlds;
3. Most Gracious, Most Merciful; o

4, Master of the Day of Judgment. Rlcsomain
e ——

5.Thee do vgg rsh ip, and Thine aid we seek.

6.Show us the SAIGht way, Vs W 0N

7. The way of those on whom Thou hast bestowed Thy Grace, those whose (portion)
is not wrath, and who go not astray.

Surah 2:21-22 ey, Tnduinan

21, 0 ye people! Adore your Guardian-Lord, Who created you and those who came
before you, that ye may have the rn righteousness; s

22.Who has made the earth your couch, and the heavens your canopy; and sent
down rain from the heavens; and brought forth therewith fruits for your sustenance;

Lthen set not up rivals unto Allah when ye know (the truth), )
m

{Source: Extracts from ‘The Holy Qur'an (Classics of World Literature); by Yusuf Ali, A.,
Wordsworth, 2000, Edexcel Anthology)

3 (a) Clarify the key beliefs about Allah illustrated in these passages.

You must refer to these passages in your response.
(10)
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odwk Loatmmas.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Q03(a)

Akirah. The candidate demonstrates a pleasing
knowledge and understanding of the passage.

Q03(b)

This level 5 example uses material well and

made by a Muslim relating to the Qur'an as the
revealed word of Allah is explored by the

order by Muhammad before his death, the bea
of the language, Muhammad's illiteracy, its

to live a good life, and refers to Muhammad's

great respect for the topic and an even handed
clear approach.

This level 3 answer reflects knowledge of Allah's
attributes and core teaching relating to Allah and

attempts a balanced answer within the analysis of
the claim that the Qur'an is the revealed word of
Allah. The answer deals with the Night of Power
and how the Qur'an was written down. Every point

candidate through the view point of a sceptic. The
answer refers to the Qur'an's lack of chronicled

importance for knowledge of the afterlife, and how
character even before Prophethood. Reference is

also made to the differences of the Shi'a and Sunni
approach to the Qur'an. The whole essay reflects

uty

1
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Surah 1. The Opening W k)
Mlodn

1.In the name of Allah, PQOLG@QQ_H&MQME__ Ay
el adl

2. Praise be to Allah, the C erof the worlds; “V o)

3. Most Gracious, Most Merciful; ™ C“"""\"j

o bemed
4. Master of the Day of Judgment. —v afte (< ~uuides O hut
5. Thee do we worship, and Thine ald we seel:

-~ = S ONUINASS
6. Show us the straight way, M 3“’”0" pait ol (Sl ~ 5 bk
7. The way of those on whom Thou hast bestowed Thy Grace, those whose (portion)
B

is not wrath, and who go not astray. ~> fo-"M ve (1ece ame # love
Surah 2: 21-22

21. 0 ye people! Adore your Guardian-Lord, Who created you and those who came
before you, that ye may have the chance to learn righteousness; —% e !/

22. Who has made the earth your couch, and the heavens your canopy; and sent
down rain from the heavens; and brought forth therewith fruits for your sustenance;
then set not up rivals unto Allah when ye know (the truth). ﬂ :J e fivin Bty

(Source: Extracts from ‘The Holy Qur'an (Classics of World Literature); by Yusuf Ali, A.,
Wordsworth, 2000, Edexcel Anthology)

3 (a) Clarify the key beliefs about Allah illustrated in these passages.

You must refer to these passages in your response.
(10)
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ﬁ | { ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

Q03(a) - This level 3 answer demonstrates a very
good understanding of the passage, with a clear
knowledge of the names of Allah as well as key
beliefs which they have explained well.
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Question 4

This question required candidates to consider the different ways that men and women are viewed
in the Muslim community.

Less successful answers tended to be subjective rather than analytical. Stronger answers
considered the topic carefully, often focusing on the attitude of Muhammad and the teachings of
the Qur'an, Shariah Law, modern day issues in western cultures (eg relating to clothing), as well as
considering the treatment of women in such places as Saudi Arabia. Many discussed the difference
between culture and Islamic teaching.

Links were made with ethics, philosophy and New Testament studies, with candidates raising issues
relating to equality and mentioning people such as Martin Luther King Jr. Some raised the fact that
the Caliphs and disciples of Jesus were all male. The answers often mentioned changes taking place
in the modern day; though honour killings and forced marriages were also raised.
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4 Evaluate the ways in which men and women are viewed in the Muslim community.

In your response to this question, you must include how developments in Islam have
been influenced by one of the following:

Philosophy of Religion
Religion and Ethics
New Testament Studies.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

In this answer, the candidate set out a balanced
and fair argument relating to how males and
females are viewed in Islam.

The answer focused closely upon the question. It
was detailed and wide ranging with reasoned
judgements and conclusions that were fully
supported by a comprehensive appraisal of
evidence. Reference was made to scholars Ahmed
and Nasr.

The response was borderline between level 4 and
level 5.
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4 Evaluate the ways in which men and women are viewed in the Muslim community.

In your response to this question, you must include how developments in Islam have
been influenced by one of the following:

+ Philosophy of Religion
+ Religion and Ethics
+ New Testament Studies.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This answer suggests that what is seen as the
inequality of women in Islam is due to cultural and
social attitudes and takes extreme attitudes to
make the point. The essay was wide ranging,
making reference to Radical and Soft Feminism
which is regarded as contrary to the teaching of
the Qur'an. Other material relates the teaching of
the Qur'an in relation to equality and also the way
in which women should be treated, for example,
the U.N. statement of equality, female warriors in
early Islam, Sufi Rabia's book 'Love of the Real Self'
and comments from other scholars.

The response was borderline between level 4 and
level 5.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

* Candidates should continue to be familiar with all topics within the specification and should
attempt all questions on the paper.

* Candidates should plan their time carefully, spending longer on Q03(b) and Q04 where there is
the possibility of attaining a higher number of marks.

¢ Candidates should read questions carefully and direct their responses to the question being
asked, rather than simply writing all they know about a topic. Hence material should fully focus
on the question.

* Some answers were accurate but brief, and therefore, only partially answered the question.
Questions requiring AO2 material required comment and explanation.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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