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Introduction

It is pleasing that candidates generally accessed the paper well. Most responded to
the challenges resulting from the change of style, where answers were required for all

questions.

Advice for future candidates is listed in the Summary.
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Question 1

Answers that were awarded marks in level three explored key ideas of angels as one of the
Six Beliefs and gave accounts that were detailed and accurate.

These referred to the ideas associated with angels who have been created by Allah for a
specific purpose and to obey him. Many referred to the wide range of tasks carried out by
angels and made special mention of Jibreel’s role in Allah’s revelation to Muhammad and the
role of other named angels in a Muslim’s life, death and judgement.

Some weaker answers were brief, reflecting a narrow range of knowledge whilst others
contained lists about angels with insufficient explanation and failed to relate their points to

key ideas.

Some candidates did not answer this question at all whilst others wrote one or two lines
only.

To gain level three, candidates must use material that reflects a full knowledge of the topic.
Topic: 1. Religious beliefs, values and teachings. 1.1 Specification of Islam

Trigger Word: Explore. Specification for Religious Studies Appendix 1 Page 77

1 Explore the ideas associated with angels as one of the Six Beliefs.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate uses a wide range of accurate knowledge,
specialist language and terminology appropriately.

Examiner Tip

Read the question carefully and select main points,
giving a full, though concise account. AO1 material only.

Plan your answer.

As first item

1 Explore the ideas associated with angels as one of the Six Beliefs.
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Examiner Comments

As first item

A

OO ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip
As first item
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Question 2

Answers awarded marks in level three focused on the question, giving a full, detailed

and accurate account of how the ‘Night of Power’ was important for an understanding

of Muhammad as Prophet. These contained explanations showing the significance of
Muhammad being given the Qur'an, receiving the authority of a Prophet and being the 'Seal
of the Prophets'.

Weaker answers were brief and described the ‘Night of Power’ rather than showing why this
was important for understanding Muhammad and his role as Prophet. To improve such
answers candidates need to focus on the implications of the question. In addition, accuracy,
detail, assessment and evaluation are all vital. A few candidates wrote about the ‘Night
Journey’ which was incorrect for this question whilst others either omitted the question or
wrote only one or two lines.

Topic: Sources of Wisdom and Authority: 2.1f of the Islam Specification.
Trigger Word: Assess. Appendix 1: Command word definitions. Religious Studies
Specification Page 77.

2 Assess the Importance of the Night of Power for an understanding of Muhammad as
the Prophet.
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tzExammer Comments

This demonstrates an understanding that the Night of
Power was 'a reconnection' between man and Allah.
The candidate goes on to discuss whether the events
following the Night of Power are also important for an
understanding of Muhammad as Prophet.

Q ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

This requires AO1 and AO2 material.
Use detailed, clear and concise information.

Plan your answer.
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As first item.

2 Assess the importance of the Night of Power for an understanding of Muhammad as
the Prophet.
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Examiner Comments
As first item

N\
? ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

As first item
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Question 3

Answers awarded marks in level three focused upon the question and demonstrated a

full knowledge and understanding of the terms Halal and Haram. They emphasised the
significance of these for a Muslim's beliefs and practices, giving examples and explaining
that they were commands from Allah found in the Qur'an and Sunnah that must be obeyed
because they would be asked about them on Judgement Day.

Weaker answers were brief and described Halal and Haram rather than assessing their
importance. Some candidates restricted their answers to Halal and Haram food. Many
produced very brief answers that reflected narrow and generalised knowledge.

Topic: Sources of wisdom and authority 2.3c. Islam Specification.

Trigger word: Assess. Religious Studies Specification Appendix 1: Command word definition
page 77.
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Examiner Comments

<@Zl?esultsﬁlus

This Candidate explains the terms, clearly relating
Halal and Haram with the commands of Allah in the
Qur'an and the Sunnah of the Prophet and emphasises
the link between these beliefs and Judgement Day.

A

? ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip
AO1 and AO2 material required.
Plan your answer.
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Same as first item.

3 Assess the importance of halal and haram for Muslim beliefs and practices.
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A
oO ResuitsP
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Question 4

Stronger answers focused on the question and demonstrated an excellent knowledge

of details of both key beliefs and practices relating to salah. These explained the
compulsory nature of practising salah, the number of times it is required each day and
other occasions when salah played an important part. In addition, reference was made to
details of the actions involved in this Pillar. Some candidates also explained the differences
between Sunni and Shi'a Muslims that affect this practice.

Weaker answers tended to be brief and descriptive and sometimes referred only to
practices. Some candidates omitted to answer the question whilst others wrote only two or
three lines as an answer.

Question 4b (This question attracts 20 marks)

Those achieving marks in Level 4 successfully focused upon the question, demonstrating
a full knowledge of religious and social values in both Pre-Islamic Arabia and Islam. The
features of Pre-Islamic Arabia’s polytheism and Islamic monotheism were discussed and
contrasted, as were the characteristics of the earlier tribes and the Muslim Umma. Their
social values such as attitudes towards slaves and women were compared.

Weaker answers tended to be shorter, descriptive and lacking focus on key social and
religious differences between Pre-Islamic Arabia and Islam. The quality of answers was
variable, and candidates in the lower levels did not include AO2 material which requires
discussion and debate.

4a) Topic: Practices that shape and express religious identity. 3.1b, 1.1c Islam
Specification.

Trigger word: Explore. See Appendix 1 Command word definitions page 77 Religious Studies
Specification.

4b) Topic: Sources of wisdom and authority 2.1b, 2.1¢, 2.1e in Islam Specification.

Trigger word: Analyse. See Appendix 1. Command word definitions page 77 Religious
Studies Specification.

4 (a) Explore the key beliefs and practices relating to salah (prayer).
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(b) Analyse the key differences between pre-Islamic Arabia and Islam, with reference
to religious and social values.
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4a) The candidate accurately Examiner Tip
addresses a wide range of beliefs and
practices relating to salah, using a broad
range of specialist language.

43) Give full and accurate material but
be concise. AO1 Material only.

4b) Read the question carefully. AO1
4b) The candidate demonstrates a wide and AO2 Material.

range of knowledge, specialist language
and terminology; reasoned judgements
are supported by appropriate evidence.

Plan your answers.
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(b) Analyse the key differences between pre-Islamic Arabia and Islam, with reference
to religious and social values.
(20)
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Paper summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
+ all questions must be answered

* questions must be answered fully, not cursorily

* be aware of specialist language

+ plan their answers carefully

+ focus on the implications of the questions set

* accuracy, detail and evaluation are essential

* make careful use of the time available.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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