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Introduction
At Standardisation meetings examiners considered three important documents for 
assessment and marking. First, the General Marking Guidance document sets out the policy 
of positive marking. Secondly, The Generic Mark Scheme divides each level across both 
AO1 and AO2 into 3 sublevels and this is helpful to achieve precise marking. Finally, the 
Indicative Mark Scheme is not intended to be prescriptive but to indicate possible legitimate 
ways of answering a question. The teams of examiners, by adopting these policies, have a 
broad and detailed understanding of the assessment process. 

There are two fundamental principles for examining this paper based on the assessment 
objectives:

• One is that in AO1 it is essential to examine the text, noting that there are various ways 
of achieving this.

• Two is that in AO2 it is essential to answer the full demands of this evaluative objective. 
This includes: ‘Do you agree with the idea(s); justify your point of view and discuss its 
implications for understanding religion and human experience’. 

The source used in this paper was ‘The Sikhs: their Religious Beliefs and Practices.’ By 
W.O.Cole and P.S.Sambhi. 
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Question 1
Good practice regarding AO1:

• Candidates showed evidence of a systematic focus on the passage, noting that this may 
be achieved via a variety of methods. 

Both scripts used in this report demonstrate a close focus on the passage though their 
material is selected in a different order. The first begins by highlighting the importance of 
balance between miri and piri for achieving union with God whereas the second examines 
living the life of a Householder and breaking through self-reliance to achieve oneness 
with God.

Both scripts reflected an excellent understanding of the source and detailed knowledge 
of beliefs and practices within Sikhism. Both were able to explain the importance of Guru 
Nanak’s three principles of work, worship and charity for achieving good Karma and a 
Gurmukh way of life.

Both used specialist vocabulary and explained its meaning such as Guru: from darkness 
to light; understood and explained the significance of the five treasures and also the 
importance of avoiding the five thieves which provide a barrier against union with God. They 
also showed an understanding of the implications of living as a ‘lotus in a dirty pond’ and 
focusing on spirituality but ensuring that they remained connected to society.

• Candidates presented synoptic links to the source as a whole, and to related anthologies 
and to links in other units such as 6RS03.

The candidates used their material from 6RS03 Sikhism that taught about the Gurus and 
living a Gurmukh way of life. They also referred to other scholars and made links and 
reference to Ninian Smart and his ‘Religious Dimensions’ from their anthology. 

Good practice in AO2:

• The best answers in part (b) struck a balance between insightful personal 
engagement with a critical analysis of the implications for understanding religion and 
human experience.

These candidates were able to explain and discuss their reasons for agreeing with the 
points made in the passage and were able to emphasise those they considered to be very 
important such as balance between practical and spiritual. They also demonstrated an 
awareness of those who disagree or hold a different view referring particularly to those of 
different sects and were also able to suggest that the focus upon the three principles alone 
would lead to a limited view point because a knowledge of all the teachings of the Gurus up 
to and including Guru Granth Sahib were important for a Sikh to gain Mukti. 

• There were some excellent answers with sound arguments and thoughtful discussions 
based on a range of scholarship.

These answers are based upon an excellent knowledge of the Sikh Teaching from Guru 
Nanak, the Guru Granth Sahib that states that ‘sweetness and humility are the essence of 
all virtues’, the Rehat Maryada that highlights the main duties a Sikh must perform, Ninian 
Smart and the Dimensions of Religion.

Areas for improvement for AO1:

• A comparatively small number paid scant attention to the passage. An examination 
of the passage is essential, noting that there are various different methods of 
achieving this.

• Some presented a mere comprehension of the passage with little analysis or comments 
on significant points.

• Some mentioned a few scholars but at this level there was limited understanding of 
their contributions. 
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Areas for improvements for AO2:

• Some answers did little more than express an opinion, making sweeping claims, without 
supporting justifications using the ideas of scholars. 

• More attention could have been given to alternative views of a topic and this is one of 
the criteria of Level 4.

• There was a limited ability to comprehend the implications for religion and 
human experience.
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Paper Summary
This paper was first examined in 2010. It has been a significant and worthwhile feature 
of the current Spec, enabling candidates to study, in detail, sources and to develop 
synoptic links.

In 2018 the new A level Specification will be first examined (with AS in 2017). The new 
A level develops the opportunity to study sources. All A level components will have 
anthologies, normally with four sources and these will have a compulsory question on all A 
level papers. The new Specification incorporates the Cole and Sambhi source already used in 
the current Specification. There are two sources by N K Singh dealing with origins and also 
feminism and finally a comparison with Jakobsh on women.

It can be noted that the ideas in the current anthologies can continue to be used in various 
ways across the new Specification.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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