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Introduction
At Standardisation meetings examiners considered three important documents for 
assessment and marking. First, the General Marking Guidance document sets out the policy 
of positive marking. Secondly, The Generic Mark Scheme divides each level across both 
AO1 and AO2 into 3 sublevels and this is helpful to achieve precise marking. Finally, the 
Indicative Mark Scheme is not intended to be prescriptive but to indicate possible legitimate 
ways of answering a question. The teams of examiners, by adopting these policies, have a 
broad and detailed understanding of the assessment process. 

There are two fundamental principles for examining this paper based on the assessment 
objectives:

•	 One is that in AO1 it is essential to examine the text, noting there are various ways of 
achieving this.

•	 Two is that in AO2 it is essential to answer the full demands of this evaluative objective. 
This includes:’ Do you agree with the idea(s); justify your point of view and discuss its 
implications for understanding religion and human experience’. 

Most of the religions in this unit used Ninian Smart’s source on the dimensions of religion, 
including the ritual dimension. This source in the unit 6RS04 anthologies provides a context 
to the study of religion and illustrates a method used within religious studies. 
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Question 1
Good practice regarding AO1:

•	 Candidates showed evidence of a systematic focus on the passage, noting that this may 
be achieved via a variety of methods.

•	 Candidates focused on meditation with the ultimate aim of achieving nirvana.

•	 It was important to show an understanding of terms such as yoga and mysticism.

•	 The better quality scripts highlighted the significance of the place of ritual in Smarts 
dimensional analysis of religion, and how this is illustrated within Buddhism.

•	 Some examined the distinction between pragmatic ritual compared to sacred ritual.

•	 Good practice displayed the role of ritual across a range of Buddhist traditions, including 
Pure Land and Zen. 

•	 Candidates presented synoptic links to the source as a whole; to related anthologies and 
to links in other units such as 6RS03.

Good practice in AO2:

•	 The best answers in part (b) struck a balance between insightful personal engagement 
with a critical analysis of the implications for understanding religion and human 
experience.

•	 There were some excellent answers with sound arguments and thoughtful discussions on 
this example of a phenomenological approach to the study of religion.

•	 There were interesting discussions based on Smart’s ideas about issues regarding 
definitions of religion.

Areas for improvement for AO1:

•	 A comparatively small number paid scant attention to the passage. An examination of 
the passage is essential, noting that there are various different methods of achieving 
this. However, to evade the passage is very poor practice.

•	 Some presented a mere comprehension of the passage with little analysis or comments 
on significant points.

•	 Some mentioned a few scholars but at this level there was limited understanding of their 
contributions. 

Areas for improvements for AO2:

•	 Some answers did little more than express an opinion, making sweeping claims, without 
supporting justifications with the ideas of scholars. 

•	 More attention could have been given to alternative views of a topic and this is one of 
the criteria of Level 4.

•	 There was a limited ability to comprehend the implications for religion and human 
experience.

The two scripts below illustrate some good practice with room for improvement:-

•	 the first had full marks. It was good in terms of understanding the significance of Smart 
and his multi-dimensional analysis of religion and the answer was linked to the text and 
to Buddhism, making effective use of scholarly debates;

•	 in the second example there was a good wide-ranging analysis of ritual from a Buddhist 
perspective, although there could have been a more explicit focus on the wording of the 
question.
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Paper Summary
This paper was first examined in 2010. It has been a significant and worthwhile feature of 
the current Specification, enabling candidates to study, in detail, sources and to develop 
synoptic links.

In 2018 the new A level specification will be first examined (with AS in 2017). The new 
A level develops the opportunity to study sources. All A level components will have 
anthologies, normally with four sources and these will have a compulsory question on all 
A level papers. The new anthology includes Karen Armstrong on the enlightenment of the 
Buddha; texts on the Bodhisattva ideal and the interpretation and application of ahimsa. 

It can be noted that the ideas in the current anthologies can continue to be used in various 
ways across the new Specification. 
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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