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Introduction

There are two fundamental principles for examining this paper and these are based on the
assessment objectives:

e Oneisthatin AO1 it is essential to examine the text, noting there are various ways of
achieving this.

e Two is that in AO2 it is essential to answer the full demands of this evaluative objective.
This includes: ‘do you agree with the idea(s); justify your point of view and discuss its
implications for understanding religion and human experience’.

At Standardisation meetings examiners considered three important documents for
assessment and marking. First, the General Marking Guidance document sets out the policy
of positive marking. Secondly, the Generic Mark Scheme divides each level across both
AO1 and AO2 into 3 sublevels and this is helpful to achieve precise marking. Finally, the
indicative mark scheme is not intended to be prescriptive but to indicate possible legitimate
ways of answering a question . The teams of examiners, by adopting these policies, have a
broad and detailed understanding of the assessment process.

There has been a pattern over several years that candidates have produced excellent and
outstanding answers and this continued this year.
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Question 1

Good practice re AO1:

Candidates showed evidence of a systematic focus on the passage, noting that this may
be achieved via a variety of methods.

Engagement with the ethical issues, including accurate analysis of the debates in
Schneewind’s passage.

Candidates were proficient in their use of terms such as ‘autonomy’ and ‘virtue’.

Candidates presented synoptic links to the source as a whole, to the related anthologies
of LaFollette and Jamieson and to links in other units such as 6RS03.

There was good use of various ethical theories together with an ability to focus on
significant features such as the primary precepts of Aquinas and ideas about the mean
in Virtue Ethics.

There was wide ranging scholarship to unpack key issues such as the respective roles
of benevolence and self-interest. Candidates included some of the following used across
both AOs:

Aristotle
Ayer
Bentham
Fletcher
Hobbes
Hume
Kant
Moore
Rawls
Ross

Rouseau.

Good practice in AO2:

The best answers in part (b) struck a balance between insightful personal engagement
with a critical analysis of the implications for understanding religion and human
experience.

There were interesting debates arising from Hobbes and issues about self-interest and
the view that we naturally desire the good of others.

This included thoughtful debates about ‘freedom’.

Some developed implications by way of a discussion about ethical language and also
from anthropology with cultural relativism plus sociology and psychology and their
ethical significance.

Areas for improvement for AO1:

A comparatively small number of candidates disregarded the passage. An examination
of the passage is essential, noting that there are various different methods of achieving
this. However, to ignore the passage is very poor practice.
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e Some presented a mere comprehension of the passage with little analysis or comment
on significant points.

e Some mentioned a few scholars but at this level there was limited understanding of their
contributions.

Areas for improvements for AO2:

e Some answers did little more than express an opinion, making sweeping claims, without
supporting justifications with the ideas of scholars.

e More attention could have been given to alternative views of a topic and this is one of
the criteria for Level 4.

e There was a limited ability to comprehend the implications for religion and human
experience.

There are three scripts below all of which gained full marks:-

e the first one displayed excellent analysis of the passage, together with a full answer to
AO2 with its arguments and debates about implications;

e the second displayed very good conceptual analysis, including the use of 'autonomy'
across both AO1 and AO2;

e the third showed detailed scholarly analysis in AO1 and range of relevant topics in AO2
including Virtue Ethics.
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ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The above script displays excellent analysis of the
passage, together with a full answer to AO2 with
its arguments and debates about implications.

14 GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1B



T d«b/ &{# e He /céd"‘l o o W:
o oo o Uik '?ﬁ/" dad vt Schoar]

MW M AR Lak

W“'dt ﬁf& lﬂ V/ﬂez C?;‘AQ

M @nenltal.

-

e, e by s
8 Sleuld bof b s o /"ﬂcéavaé mew. [
ol Wae:i/cm/ ﬂno R tad b 9? k %L

a} Daw:: c?ww‘zj;f /uﬁcmﬁ% Z:Zr /W

Wlﬂ"& b alacmilss. gl veds,
Fx!&y b Al aas2... A aammm{ (DC,)

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1B

15



16

o .. M [1/¢~ W JWM l[k. s ¢f
gy, Wikl ﬂmkw/m re g MA/ "
Jskes  wHin. me@ &r«cﬁ OO MUyda.. Sl f.....
B;..HL oo e yllo 4/,{@}& ool e Voich_alloedd
HP- Musedes.. ﬂfaapr}f. /‘& e command rent ’Daﬂd/ .
ki’ T o Affepeal.. 6 .
| /@s wa /aum f,«w} s, * @%@.

' ;wvfe% Wb Wa zwm ..g, w

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1B




%rﬂmm’ [{,,, AU: o .SMWI N

UM oo MJMM‘J’ u{o‘ cg,
indidua]. 5. o bR m'% /'p-w’ % @f‘é

v I«prm ond C}ok uon/f gm PR ghne’ Hhi)

...............................

M’« n&d pumlfb md mm‘db s d’/ A U
les. o Mo amd. 017 ff/Mf-'—,; ffd Wech... !/" /ao

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1B

17



18

mlessr: Shbraind il ?uaohm' .
v _uob 1t wf%@? N 4 47 .......

- S

ek le ke, e UIM eﬂ’“é CV&) R df M
..W\M{b Aaddcvanhale o Yo posan  mh ) He almcg .............
M@ ........... m. e dedd ek k. /“'W'M’a fﬂ@ﬂ. Mt ..
..SWH Mp o 1@ M#ﬂ Hab U bk
S, ood odier  Eudimie. SG we’n  lckm
o) Pe  pge  pem DC Jo M% ue n_afso
kK b hylord  dece of VE nt Hod seven
............ D eserdtad Jar M wse o ethe . /%;n&m 4;@
L0 e iy Mo e onluckel UE o mat lo
a[dar o iditduad e Gm}:‘m@ Wg%&yﬁ
ndhok . thap it Hewible , Mo hlen men adbo tv.
aftme ourge o /‘.;JMM in_Gdainslatin - oo i
e el o Tn .
Geldan pogny . ﬂ%v s ,[cr woy Ve, som vinke
.w}fa, LE# - u:i MW&@M ...................
ok becanss o inktin
Me.. hl:w m@)& oyl war. . PVf alew M‘d AR
LR b\fml:) w’u« LA s m}uh-.n, fd ot m’e
ol ey amf n@‘z ks, d#g Pm¢ il Hcd. ...

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1B




?Wm ﬁ@% ;AGJ/AS)77 f*?— <
m% o Mw@ Mo bl o e
g M He ew’ . Shrauinh
a[auzu{m audonne W he. Aixc kcw‘ ...... W .................
heded %M ...... WW%MM%éz//&
. bﬁv il hese . maxny. Mt e b=
nivegiised. H&M@dw@awmer@m ancd ot
Dk oo o Mo cnchodl e Shouldn't kg m
tbomd olivehn o e . b lecuwe
lo ol e HMe obi (10 h. e o nw. %

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1B

19



20

!

rm{JLP‘Mx/ W ------

[’La!{ Whabs ng}f .. 0 pé/ead /’/b
.....ummm es. aw ach . (emh oud Mar o
W) ] nditlid o'k rm;w/m/- @m;& ...............................
_Aenpli Wl w)wm MJ'KA’ el an. @orenss......

deogl | _end ue ,.s,szf/ bewr cte. ot muntf...
er bi‘. o lthe. &D% Kents L. be M .. g(ﬂ/ﬁ’é ............

be. W ey %co‘%a{ WIN ) AN
...... W ]‘nc’k{a:@c A Gly. Sabde. el U O

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1B




m%#ww s e sanlle Lo done Myl
eyl e @ncidd  wlgias g a1 rengpdy

u{m"bn@m%

o Mu@@}m@ e wil alewt PHO 4 ...

UE ) Tk b boame, P

ke ﬁ[xv‘k—wﬁm%
s Mol Jo Kill Jis v ol jus boke s e
Ve e a Wﬂ&nmw&cf&/&e who bbb
odend Mnes uve'w ik Mo hv%@q%ﬁ%@g

e ptird wdag

MVKL e peD0L) Lo R

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1B

WMM%Mmma%9

21



22

..Aqd f»cd Wrang.. deqd WW’ A“ ayw ..
...... Jmlb besu 'V vad. (—;d e aWJ hae pun ales, .

: awbhm m:awkf—. ...... e % M [ﬂ}?e;f%m VN

oun . acks il md@ Ma&qﬁw nf b Ak o fpit
hdn b o e Hl.;—a I.d‘uﬂ,) <ame.. MJ}MW
e Wbl s e o &,ézgy... Aaelopnet.....
ey mz( be “ . me* Un;aﬂ U
) L?&y o mlr camaM..,.,p M@ ol/ Wc u}k»c/aé/’/) HE

. blaﬁdof Jae. Rewane 4{( .. @W
..ml hw'f‘ lrnk J* Y@}’b lies . Hc: el 1. Swidd .. " Pndens

de(!(of”? Mot rixes Jrewn. P@f(b ...... peed> >

@mm@ s Hongh_peoyla oh cal %/@W
b ecans” Hu-\hé— Scoed . Vitheda .ond . Sarhe......

Wﬁ{ humans. o ba Lkl ke Mo ak ond fe.
.,Mb-s: 4{

DI o pfﬁg cg/ Gcc/ =z ..

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1B




by o e qn - noaty o ds b oy,

e blingor bulkeswor il guilhy o CRE, ik op

ondd. el g e Gelineduad 5

I e we e paft
o

Yok b Sy Sipes ks d

howe o voht fo tmivesid ok . ChEe in. Al

v bl and

! W e

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1B

23



24

“Mﬂ o ) ol e e W b @a%

(el T do. hidwe Hdb  uerx W.,.Cl-ax
WW ividudls,  Prsambe  Widkde  ad S erke

oo it toae Hho b ifficalt- o o

. Jo. bx . auerormry 5!*?@- ..... ﬂé? e L. bmk fo
O e pom

pwﬁ Y

}l Eufﬁ*m ook W Yo eyl

o ctle by maa/ﬂ- |k drwlci kﬂ}‘ h ﬁfb&mh&
;dm of VE e gme. ) AJ@M amfﬁbdu:sag .............
AU S [aecaoue, e ok to a@....)%m od . adiee.. ..

e ¢ _______ bbb oyl uohis. hac ool el
gt ‘*“%?«w g

Py ol e dl hwe rop
Az Wk o Markc wﬂao maw( S5 .. cowqfll S

e ds ety ool choses.. o Uu»m( Yo 2 ce.

e al e M ...... o

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1B




ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This script displays very good conceptual analysis,
including the use of 'autonomy' across both AO1 and AOZ2.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The above script shows detailed scholarly analysis in
AO1 and range of relevant topics in AO2 including Virtue
Ethics.
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Paper Summary

This paper was first examined in 2010. It has been a significant and worthwhile feature
of the current specification, enabling candidates to study sources in detail and to develop
synoptic links.

In 2018 the new A level specification will be first examined (with AS in 2017). The new A
level develops the opportunity to study sources. All A level components have anthologies,

normally with four sources and these will have a compulsory question on all A level papers.
The Ethics sources consist of Barclay on Situation Ethics; Kant on Deontology; Aristotle on

Virtue Ethics and Wilcockson on euthanasia.

It can be noted that the ideas in the current anthologies can continue to be used in various
ways across the new specification.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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