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Introduction
There are two fundamental principles for examining this paper and these are based on the 
assessment objectives:

• One is that in AO1 it is essential to examine the text; noting that there are various ways 
of achieving this.

• Two is that in AO2 it is essential to answer the full demands of this evaluative objective. 
This includes: ‘Do you agree with the idea(s); justify your point of view and discuss its 
implications for understanding religion and human experience’. 

At Standardisation meetings examiners considered three important documents for 
assessment and marking. First, the General Marking Guidance document sets out the policy 
of positive marking. Secondly, the Generic Mark Scheme divides each level across both 
AO1 and AO2 into 3 sublevels and this is helpful to achieve precise marking. Finally, the 
indicative mark scheme is not intended to be prescriptive but to indicate possible legitimate 
ways of answering a question. The teams of examiners, by adopting these policies, have a 
broad and detailed understanding of the assessment process. 

Over the years, candidates have produced excellent and outstanding answers and this 
continued to be the case.
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Question 1
Good practice re AO1:

• Candidates showed evidence of a systematic focus on the passage; noting that this may 
be achieved via a variety of methods.

• Engagement with the philosophical issues; including accurate analysis with technical 
detail of logical positivism in relation to atheism and agnosticism.

• These candidates carefully explained Ayer’s philosophy, sometimes linking this to early 
Wittgenstein.

• Some explored igtheism to highlight Ayer’s criticisms of atheism and agnosticism.

• Candidates presented synoptic links to the source as a whole, to related anthologies and 
to links in other units such as 6RS03.

There was wide-ranging scholarship that was used to unpack key issues in verification and 
falsification debates. Some were able to locate Ayer within a history of ideas/philosophy. 
Candidates included three or four of the following:

• Aquinas

• Donovan

• Flew

• Hare

• Hull

• Hume

• Kant

• Popper

• Ricoeur

• Westphal

• Wittgestein.

• Past reports have pointed out the potential problems of conflating AO1 with AO2 that 
results in a tendency to present partial answers to AO2. This year a few candidates 
presented holistic answers which in fact succeeded and there is an example below. This 
method is in a minority.

Good practice in AO2:

• The best answers in part (b) struck a balance between insightful personal engagement 
with a critical analysis of the implications for understanding religion and human 
experience.

• There were some excellent answers with sound arguments and thoughtful discussions 
based on a range of scholarship. This included some of those listed above and also e.g.

Bultmann

Otto,

Swinburne

Tillich.
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Some approached this passage and Ayer in particular from the perspective of critiques of 
religion. For example, candidates considered the contributions of Dawkins, Freud and Marx. 
In relation to implications, candidates explored the underlying epistemology and related 
these issues back to debates about materialism and idealism and to science and religion.

• Some developed their implications material by using a discussion about ethical language 
with contributors such as Braithwaite and Randall.

Areas for improvement for AO1:

• A comparatively small number disregarded the passage, making no reference to it. 
Some had developed an understanding of Ayer but were not capable of applying this 
knowledge to the passage under consideration. An examination of the passage is 
essential, though there are various different methods of achieving this. However, to 
ignore the passage is very poor practice.

• Some focused on religious experience at the expense of religious language. In effect, 
some answers were based upon Donovan rather than Ayer. Clearly issues about religious 
experience could have a place in a discussion of Ayer but this needed to be from within 
the context of a study of Ayer.

• Some presented a mere comprehension of the passage with little, if any, analysis or 
comments on significant points.

• There was some confusion about a precise understanding of logical positivism and 
language games.

• Some mentioned a few scholars but at this level there was limited understanding of their 
contributions.

Areas for improvements for AO2:

• Some answers did little more than express an opinion, making sweeping claims, without 
supporting justifications with the ideas of scholars. 

• More attention could have been given to alternative views of a topic and this is one of 
the criteria for Level 4

• Some candidates did not engage in a critical analysis of positions other than Ayer. 

• There was a limited ability to comprehend the implications for religion and human 
experience.

There are four scripts below all of which received full marks:-

the first one was well-organised; 

the second had a good balance between AO1 and AO2;

the third was good in terms of synoptic links;

the final one showed how an integration of AO1 together with AO2 could work well with 
careful planning.
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This first script is well-organised.

Examiner Comments
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This script has a good balance between AO1 and AO2.

Examiner Comments
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This script is good in terms of synoptic links.

Examiner Comments
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This script shows how an integration of AO1 together 
with AO2 can work well with careful planning.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
This paper was first examined in 2010. It has been a significant and worthwhile feature 
of the current specification, enabling candidates to study sources in detail and to develop 
synoptic links.

In 2018 the new A level specification will be first examined (with AS in 2017). The new A 
level develops the opportunity to study sources. All A level components have anthologies, 
normally with four sources and these will have a compulsory question on all A level papers. 
The Philosophy sources are already popular with students and consist of Mackie on the 
problem of evil; the Flew, Hare, Mitchell discussion and also the debate between Copleston 
and Russell.

It can be noted that the ideas in the current anthologies can continue to be used in various 
ways across the new specification. 
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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