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Introduction
1.The question in AO1 says, ‘Examine the argument and/or interpretation in the passage.’

All the level descriptors in the mark scheme for AO1 and AO2 begin with reference to
the passage. There are many techniques which candidates used to demonstrate their
understanding of the passage and examiners were alerted to this range in order to credit
various methodologies. The essential point is that whatever approach was adopted the
passage must be central and pivotal.

Some candidates presented a basic summary of the whole article, in this case Reid and
Tyler, with limited reference to the passage in the question. Where material was applicable,
candidates were credited but in some cases the passage received only scant attention. In
many other cases candidates used the passage as the focal point, analysing it further with
reference to the overall article and this method, used correctly, may be seen as an example
of good practice.

2. Candidates have improved in answering all the range of demands within AO2:
Do you agree with the idea(s) expressed?

eJustify your point of view

eDiscuss its implications for understanding religion and human experience.

In some cases candidates failed to address one or more of these requirements and
presented partial answers and this was reflected on their level of achievement.

3. A feature of good practice was that most candidates made effective use of the synoptic
requirements of this paper. In AO1 levels 3, 4 & 5 of the Mark Scheme there is reference to
crediting answers that demonstrate the application of different elements of their course of
study in this paper.

4.The question was divided into parts (a) and (b): AO1 and AO2 respectively. This was done
to help candidates answer the whole question rather than bypassing elements within an
assessment objective. Over the years most candidates have followed through the structure
of the question but some have conflated these two parts and this has often affected the
standard of the work where relevant material in AO2 has been omitted. Exceptionally, a few
using this holistic approach have succeeded and produced good quality answers. There was
some evidence that the quality of work was higher in AO1 compared to AO2.

5.A number of candidates developed commendable styles of writing including a commanding
and confident tone with ownership of the text.
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Question 1

Good practice and areas for improvement

AO1 characteristics of good quality:

e well-informed answers focused on the passage
e comprehensive understanding of the passage

e reference to the article as a whole or to related ideas and managed effectively in order
to demonstrate an understanding of the passage

e structured answers in a coherent manner.

o effective use of scholarship.

AQO2 characteristics of good quality:

o effective use of argument and sustained debate

e material related to other anthology sources and to relevant material in the other three
units

e explicit attention to the implications for an understanding religion and human
experience.

e AO1 work that requires improvement:
e not focused on the passage in an explicit and systematic manner
e basic and too short in the analysis of key points and ideas

e a generic account of the whole article or a general account of related teachings at the
expense of a focus on the passage in the question

e scattered references to the names of scholars but without further analysis of their work.
AO2 work that requires improvement:

e largely unsupported by evidence or argument

e limited explicit focus on the implications demands of the question.

e poor paragraphing techniques that restricted the quality of evaluation.
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Observations from the scripts

It was pleasing to read the considerable numbers of very well-written answers to this
question. This was helped greatly by an effective stimulus passage, enabling candidates

to explore a whole range of theological and Christological approaches. Some candidates
chose to adopt an adversarial stance against the authors’ supposed argument, whilst others
understood that the passage was essentially descriptive of the presentation of the events
which lead up to Jesus’ death as suggested in the NT and by later commentators. The scope
for debate lay in what could be considered the more significant causes for Jesus’ death.
Teachers are to be warmly congratulated for the excellent preparation of their students, the
vast majority of whom were able to engage fully with the passage and in the spirit of the
exam.

Candidates at the highest level of part (a) were able to offer a plethora of different
approaches - using the biblical text, including both the Old and New Testaments and
diverging into philosophical and Christological arguments to support their viewpoints.
Scholarship abounded and most students were well-supplied with useful and relevant
quotations from original texts and established scholars. Some candidates made very
good use of Ellis Rivkin’s What Crucified Jesus? showing a good understanding of how
the situation at Jesus’ time directly impacted on his ministry and his death. In part (b)
candidates were able to offer both supportive and alternative evaluation of the issues raised
by the passage, together with realistic - and sometimes quite imaginative implications.
Even though it was a fairly non-controversial passage, which enabled candidates to
concentrate more closely on the theological aspects some candidates took a critical and
argumentative approach.

Mid-range candidates in (a) tended to concentrate more on re-telling biblical narrative,
particularly the events leading to conflict between Jesus and the Authorities. Better answers
related this information to Old Testament prophecy and supported with modern scholarship.
Answers tended to be a little shorter and lacking depth. In (b) many candidates resorted to
a personal response, giving their own opinion, but often unsupported by evidence or text.
Some, unfortunately, adopted a more confessional approach. Overall, answers were solid
but lacked the depth of the higher level.

Weaker candidates in (a) tended to offer narrative re-telling of isolated incidents in the life
of Christ with little support or obvious structure. Some presented all they knew about Jesus.
Most found (b) almost impossible and resorted to writing about their own faith or religious
viewpoints. A large number of candidates offered an extensive and rather imaginative
introduction to the authors of the passage which was unneccesary.

Overall, a good examination with an accessible stimulus passage to which candidates
responded with confidence.
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This was an elegant and scholarly piece. Scholarship and text were used to great
effect. The essay was well prepared and flowed effectively in the exam - no

crossings out or false starts. The candidate knew what they intended to do and
used the time really well.

3 In e puge, Tyles aad Reid present Ao mw
L0y Tews chodth  Und s Adong AL CLooH .

?mewaamlwmaihuguzmw@kmw
A Sau\faua uﬂuu_ i e,tfe,mueb.t

e K God s ,uwm 5 w.wr—ﬂus mw@cﬂm
beilhiik. A dhe finite, e Canndt pay

| T Jerus' oo, ans ere.Ha\_pW
_1HLH 3»! A Wy 4} ol.ﬂawui Wl WS e

1.8 Tgo0d -Men'. AL 003 he hestas wwm
A sl st huaa, ha i Gblsed To. Yet,
.A!SU.U!'\EA msw utl el anal BUffesH
AL tﬁ}&ml}

6 GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1]



el , 000 hao - by hos fid. wy.fs: (2
qu Al ead.

W ......... d}wL '[Lu& . sl L (Gregiry.
Ao Oredr  Liwb N%&D‘*.’MM Anedad't
gy fa.c.ﬁm. n‘h_cmd ........ b&M n s au,mLH:.

] 4.8 | At ,;.42.* 1«-
1\1 ot m.mm,:: mmsu Tleu_ idea & .
Jexvy' caast. hem‘.a m O el it Rhav
Y - dang IS'\JM_ 84 Ths.
W MM pmukm VR Ay @AiRahdly
on e s on s day. et thougl HowRd
e MEMIULI
a pmuec d} Wharis o eonn; el Wl
uJ...‘ ..... loe wu Tus ___m Ye.ms

) me mm%ﬁ _______

Yei Jen.u Q2. s At Arny( Ureded ik o
weglogicl Light Ay Tyler angl Peid outit: ‘The
N.e.u.\ TefmMand Lddreuet Ay ifkve b TWO CliHereat

RS T Ohe Rt IS bRued vpinthe  ITTINCY,
dr. the Do s led o Temvt’ dadth and

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1]

7



8

e WJD Conftick W e peligioul

u @-m M&?M

Yo a_.m S fw,ﬁl Moo MAITaAS OYTHL
Hua,m 3:15 ¥ ear fUF yous. buww. wu uzmim

I/ VST I E R B CUB NI

ot T for ks b 2 T m b
Ple he fpika o} ea ut hadag Ths o

[V Iy Blaprarous br..mua m

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1]




Nnu«c_d} AwaLord mummq I&fnum

rEPue? _%H_Le ,sa.ana 12

a 'uw\ a Hng ,e. u & e

:.:.,.;\Esus ’w'nm o, Lo Lt Hes ﬁ[ﬁiﬁﬁﬁfj
feligiont Qudl embied &b Tae Tnurghat Enmy
__________ A Unagier (2. Ifmn ML, clacdared

ik ettt “You Lord it_cs M feard one

u'S el FuMarione Jexus can be feaa 12

be b ot Rdaa Macabbeol Lo
uwt. pu._n arcba b 164 BC . B’udu bbbuu.! _________

Wt 'k._'"m";wu,‘ K Tyles ana Ped pus ik,
Ay fcm Rsthe . people. WO, 2@t
40 0} 3 fa.m r»uuneh In agdition,

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1]

9



10

:;M‘laﬁmﬂup 7. m Ea.,b‘bm '!Iu e c.mmn-ugd .
h Ts.ile! el Resd s ‘Teaut Uyered the Tersith.

bw‘" bo i€ Nﬂ' QJA +n Zual o talw e
Jerus. h.ae,u Aar laris Huatﬂ

e T Rl T m.w_._,_i_

é} b—um
- Jexus

_Baprror or ﬁm&&mhm BuLiHE-M-
| qum Hhag Tt OTrypie d e
r‘i} :!'(};.;U"l Aol e H--ﬂ-u-! cJang.h
e rd.na fnr.a;c " Lc nuu,uu

: B#T 4

onct WS heka-}wm beng O Auif (o,
T upu rehinihy fo Aknodledye Heo

.0 Pome . T adaition TFRAUS Hay hke |

MMM& area o Tibenvs (QAY/

fﬂfﬁtﬂ J:Mla.%h&l da-ur 'hi IA,JE C,ML;C-*
Ahe peligpioue Qudtgrtien.
o Juler ang Reid aus mthum“m __________
....__Hla A0vs A L ologroa heaxans oY Wt chedh !

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1]




,_,?Im'm e._sean ai a swﬁuw e h..s.

‘‘‘‘‘ bUp .n.n.i.».\.q

¥ Qodut -m.a, H.xuxuu»m\. ;._

H —ﬂu. :\-UJ'I ﬁb"‘**“t

M |+ 11‘ h&ru fw 08 'ha VALl Hao
: d} Jervuf, Yet Lihoa . lmmkq & —H—m

&memwmw i @wmw

h~1-H~L "hM"ﬂz—Lf\ﬂEJ Qlarl, QMo i 20 AP ha

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1]

eA/ MM & hMe mgrtes 2t
ified, Undowy it

11



12

Mbq-mx__,._ Muq—am MNP fh' bt au&:m

.......................................

wathes ’&ms che.a hu.ph dm,
h mmmu SRAH | O Wi M_cbtd Mh

. |qu a.z( bw he.meu—m Gld T
ﬁ.u\ Q'e.mc M W;.._
e os. 'ﬂm is U ”‘1 LEEUIM ar:fexut
B4 Ahe Db puuaa.l Jardo. Wt b
..psu.r O o:ma, m.uht, @mmmw ;
Teks! Blopd . prared. Oud 0o e RAL, s

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1]




Dufuyiin Mae e Wk fle. WD iS it adter Lngd Ahat

At sentice ﬂmpw e §0

s i LA ,mw.d ndx e Clied. 1kp1m.cﬂ
.W@uﬁ Tt ks bu.;_c;e.

Wﬁwﬁ ﬂ.sr h..u fend

§lom  aael. Jimmm [N NTR ba
‘i’h.,i ,ua..1 lean foa nre b Goapa frunes . T

M M(‘m\. ak oreAr

-_.._._.Orpm ff.m i+_eo be. wc;gmd fat
st i no hepkon ty doulbt thar (od Creded

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1]

13



14

e wod, Thasedone, thart LowAd be 8 lade ¢}
vl duenw aas o Big Bang Ahoong would

..... bty .,‘gzs.Mo\ oo, R
Hon PN MLGOUCR S, ,_,.bfe

Uit chasti voonid e proven pu. B Pl pigges
e A Conbtwann IC it Fers iS nea than we U
bt st Uue g Chnthlogicsl bife. Tuut (o

lean v people. Urihg grears Muvad Gives MM
O LA Al dBul R ge Fo heReen .

- ﬁmmer e NMylow Sde 6y Tery olat,
..... Wowd. mfle. et (oo exitkd ander 3 resuwlt.
'fw,u Woudd. lee; qrwumfﬁmmﬁuk u{e.

1+ Lml A flng 1D ko i 2 wmm

muh i Alutrt Wowd Uro_be huge

e Teror mmm wond mel-n s
(00 lave {arm

) [hcamate That M. s-uw ﬂsm vr-m- R T}
vheoumneds) TF MAGWF & be $uggead thar ‘.

bt cloatt W R Ahdoligied tvak e wodd el
be M Pk ax £ Pard faid o CIf Qonlr it add
N s M#th.ﬂt il var.” T wowd

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1]




_fercet ceat 1t o wold M as
obd w

e frm Hee dend thon it mwa,q@fw .
T Nead Fexriatos LR e Le daa 2000 yeas &t
Uhothany WA Q. Jm ﬁw.m readmakle .
,h;smmewm mm b°-

WA O h Uopnd Wedle QA iU .Conkd. dﬁw,h .
eUtupes tha :Whﬁm a?—-&e. COM Qs

Terus ova Adr cL«e. fmr vl Al -L'Im m.w
................ for ;maﬁmuwm

S m ........ M Comdlictk hce, a4 Fong ..

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1]

15



16

T, '114.44_' QPP Tt beavad

‘J’-Emc m R HM.F&, Ammw ar. Mw
B CAn_ bt uiewed thtoloqmd. TH apan Haoe .

Lkoly by Lotung o Hea ORI L
Ao 0T anal Tere clasd il +oa NT that ho
mwxummaﬁme.usmw .........
Lol s :l"u._al IA-'LI I‘f Iw W MH- 2 Q.m?.r.,u
Seanhie A Ondd haue ador :M;.t:ﬂm ik
de. Mt e Ltwid U be k. Hh .

(b ansl cbed 1o GuR US s i

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1]




Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are encouraged to:
e develop their interest in an academic study of religion

e develop study skills that reflect these academic demands such as thorough study of
the texts, the ability to analyse complex ideas and to manage their material in order to
answer the question in an explicit manner

e adopt a critical approach which reflects on their prior learning in the other RS units

e engage with the implications of their studies.

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1] 17



Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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