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Instructions

® Use black ink or ball-point pen.

® Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name,
centre number and candidate number.

® Read the passage carefully.

® Answer BOTH part (a) and part (b) of the question.

® Answer the question in the spaces provided
— there may be more space than you need.

Information

® The total mark for this paper is 50.
® The marks for each question are shown in brackets
— use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.
® Quality of written communication will be taken into account in the marking
of all your responses
— you should take particular care with your spelling, punctuation and grammar,
as well as the clarity of expression.

Advice

® The assessment of your answers will be based on your knowledge and
understanding of the topic in question (for 60% of the marks) and your
evaluative skills (for 40% of the marks).
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New Testament

The way, therefore, that God is portrayed in the New Testament is very like that of Jewish
scripture. God is faithful, wise, and true; God is merciful and just, even in anger; God is
the God of peace, of hope, of comfort, and of love. Above all God seeks to bring healing
and redemption to the whole world. It is never questioned or doubted there is only

one who is truly God. Other so-called gods are foolish and dangerous inventions: to eat
food offered to idols is to sit down at a meal prepared with poison. And yet, without
compromising that absolute sovereignty and uniqueness of God, Jesus is related to

God in an equally unique way. Particularly striking is the way that the New Testament
writers claimed the Jewish Bible for Jesus, seeing him as the fulfilment of the purpose

of God from the moment of creation onwards, as well as the fulfilment of specific texts.
They did this sometimes without any reference to the original meaning of the text. Thus
Matthew 1.23 quotes a text that referred originally to the birth of a royal child and may
in the Hebrew have had no reference to a virginal conception, and 2.15 quotes a passage
from Hosea that referred originally to the Exodus. But the point is not whether the New
Testament writers imposed their own meaning on texts in the past, which at times they
clearly did, but rather that in this way they could emphasize how exactly Jesus, in his

life, death, and resurrection, was the continuation and fulfilment of the purpose of God
throughout the whole Biblical period.

(God — a brief history — Bowker J (Dorling Kindersley, 2002) pages 240-245
© Dorling Kindersley Ltd. Edexcel Anthology page 267)

1 (a) Examine the argument and/or interpretation in the passage.

(b) Do you agree with the idea(s) expressed? Justify your point of view and discuss its
implications for understanding religion and human experience.

(Total for Question 1 = 50 marks)

Start your answer on page 3.
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