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Paper Introduction

General introduction

1. It was fundamentally important to examine the passage itself. All
the level descriptors in the indicative mark scheme for AOl1l begin
with reference to the passage. There are a variety of ways this may
be done. Some candidates presented a detailed exposition of the
passage. This has much to commend it, including those who used this
technique to explore the context of the wider source. One possible
drawback was that this could become a simple comprehension
exercise. This can be overcome by placing the passage in a context
and showing an understanding of a detailed analysis of the more
important terms and ideas. Another popular method was to present
an overview of the whole source from which the passage was derived
in order to examine the key points from within the passage. This
method was useful in enabling candidates to show their
understanding of the ethos of the passage. However, a potential
weakness was that such an overview may be completed without
sufficient focus on the passage itself.

2. Similarly, it was essential to answer the full demands of the AO2
part of the question:

do you agree with the idea(s) expressed

justify your point of view

discuss its implications for understanding religion

discuss its implications for understanding human experience.

It was important that these demands were addressed in an explicit
manner rather than implicitly.

3. This unit is the synoptic part of the GCE RS course. In that respect
candidates are expected to link their answers to related parts of their
studies. Sometimes this may be achieved by relating work to one or more of
the other sources in the anthology and also by drawing on material from
any of the other three units. This enabled some candidates to compare and
contrast a variety of possible responses.



Question Introduction
AO1 features of good quality

Candidates:

presented well-informed answers focused on the passage. Those
candidates who referred to the source as a whole or to related ideas
managed their answers in such a way as to demonstrate their

understanding of the passage. There was effective use of
scholarship.

structured their answers in a coherent manner, with evidence of
analytical thought across the answer.

were clear about the synoptic features of this unit relating their
answers to other sources and related material in other units.

AO2 features of good quality
Candidates:

displayed effective use of argument
referred to scholarly opinion
displayed a thoughtful evaluation of alternative views

were explicit in their material on implications for understanding of
religion and human experience

constructed well-justified arguments leading to a coherent
conclusion.

AO1 features that require improvement

Candidates:

tended to present a basic examination of some ideas but the
answers were not well-focused on the passage. Some treated the
passage like a simple comprehension exercise.



sometimes had a problem with unsatisfactory allocation of time,
related to the two parts of the question. For example, some
candidates spent too much time on part (b) in spite of the mark
allocation. There were a few candidates who combined (a) and (b)
but with those who did there was a tendency to have insufficient
material given the range of demands in AO2.

presented a generic account of the whole source from the
anthology or a general account of related teachings at the expense of
a focus on the selected passage.

AO2 features that require improvement

Candidates:

presented basic points of view with limited use of argument.

displayed limited explicit focus on implications.

Observations from the scripts:

Part (a)

Candidates took a number of approaches when answering this question.
Some focused specifically on the passage selected and explored its key
issues. Others reviewed the main ideas in the whole article by de Silva as a
way of more detailed analysis of the passage. Although this was done well
by many candidates a few paid insufficient attention to the details in the
selected passage itself. An additional technique was to examine key
features of Buddhist ethics as a means of a more detailed analysis of the
passage. However, a generic examination of Buddhist ethics without
adequate attention to the passage was unsatisfactory. Similar issues apply
to a focus on the life of the Buddha or an account of Ashoka. These may be
useful means to an end but the passage must be of central importance.



Karma was the main focus for a number of candidates. Many displayed a
sophisticated understanding of karma with Buddhist traditions and its
unique features in these contexts. Weaker scripts showed confusion
concerning key features of karma. Many candidates showed a thorough
grasp of the role of morality in the Magga and especially in undermining of
the three fires and replacing the unwholesome states with the wholesome
ones in the mind. There was effective use of some of the set texts in
6RAS03, including the Questions of King Milinda.

Some analysed the categorization of Buddhist ethics against Western ethical
theory. Candidates discussed the extent to which Buddhist ethics could be
described as Utilitarian, Kantian, or a form of Virtue Ethics. Some
candidates developed this into part (ii) in which they assessed the merits of
this categorization.

Many candidates used a wide range of scholars who have contributed to the
debate about Buddhist ethics. Most notable were Harvey, Keown and
Peacock and Saddhatissa.

Part (b)

There was a wide variety in the quality of answers to this part of the
question. Some candidates offered a range of robust arguments, both
supporting and challenging aspects of Buddhist morality and the points
made by de Silva. Some interesting arguments included criticism of karma
as a form of social control. Some questioned the Buddhist motivation for
leading a moral life, arguing that it was in fact selfish, aimed at attaining
personal enlightenment or a better rebirth. Others questioned if
consequences of an action was required when assessing the moral worth of
an action.

More positively, some candidates praised the focus on the virtues of
Buddhist ethics, rather than a rule-based ethic. This was seen as being
more effective as it came from the individual and was presented as a form
of self-development. Some scripts made a comparison between the Middle
Path and Aristotle’s Virtue Ethics.Candidate identified the variation in
practice and approaches amongst some BuddhistTraditions, including Pure
Land and Zen schools. Some wanted to argue that the classification of
Buddhist ethics depended upon upaya. For example, if an adherent were
aiming for a better rebirth, then Buddhist ethics took on a utilitarian
character, if they were on the bodhisattva path, it became more like virtue
ethics. Thus it was argued that Buddhist ethics was beyond simple
classification in a western sense, since it was only part of the Path.



Exemplar

This script gains high marks across both (a) and (b). In part (a) the
candidate displays an overview of key themes in Buddhist ethics and uses
this method to focus on significant ideas in the passage. For example the
candidate pays careful attention to ethics as practical concern and liberation
from suffering.

Part (b) is commendable for its scholarly debates and discussions about
Buddhist ethics and ethical theories.



). Alhough. thare is na_dusect ansiation d e verd @ucs inte. 2 R0
buddhist vermaculos . D& Sive claums  Hhak  ethics s in Fui:lﬂ}ﬂlb
tare  tothe buddha's ftachungs . He daims that aflcs runs .
3 morks of ewisience -anatm,anteca , dukkha, — and He four
e trths, o dne Jure o of e noble ones os it IS mone
The wod  rnormally wsetl to desce(be ebuies usigga.
buddhist  verraculbr is  Sila) which  acbually means.
“moroldyy. Slo. forms s Haths of e Hagga, wiien is
e muddle oy Hhod e buddha. foughts |, asel. enomposes
M ght speech. sFight oction. and. Mght Wehincod. Kight
Speach. . referste Octiors. swhias nok Uiing. or. qossiping .,

Accortiig to. Horvey, “maora) uirtue is on af fu
spurthol path , mussuag - dhok  pecpl. efen begln by
culbivaiing Sita. .. Howerer ik is rot . o.cose nfmﬂbmﬂ.ﬁ
Sila., Huen pajoa. and then Semodhi =os. Rhuling  Suggests,
s lngic. M cpsing. of. oner. s e s,
a5 Silo.is fu ensiest tungto focus on. it.is genasally.
Hor Jocss of e loy communiy , whisse. paja and.
samadis one gerelly dha fos of e monastic. - cvmnity




-

or Hu.&lnahn.hzﬂllﬂ. W tho ensiest 4o cultivate, buk it
olso hme,s oboutlostant e Y m
o dulllcho_ s it reducs Ha Quilk w't_[?en.l.ﬂﬁ.r
ﬂ.t.m}guﬂrrunﬂg ...... - also decreases the w papa tat
_Tha..buml-mfmmqs;s. and_i0sighes infp. ethucal issues.” ...
thak  broygat obout WS teachings on dulekha. , vere oyt
aboauk by s experancas. of e fwio extremas of luwry.
osceticism. He lived . fhrough great Lucory 0 #e palace
with 0. hatem of dusciag gris, & loaswsle: beoutidl gamtans.
Yok Wi ded hod 4o lowe dais i fo.go ard beova
O QSeabic. ek entailiad  hin . puthing his bodey Huough
Ochocchies Sueh. as. busnisg bast. Aduself in o s He only
Haised. -Ha  Mogaa after thase e _fencds, urdarstardig.
ok you aedecl o owddle. wouy to. Sweiee - beome
enlighrenol . This is. @mbodied 0 e l0shment  analegy ..
whore i e Sings. ore mwmm Sap, but
if Hhe  shings aretoo loose , Huwy W= play’.
The Bt af the buddha's cuscouras. oe has. callad
about tha ¢ tamns of e woba onas . Taase toths deagh
e twin  obout  dideche, how itis ereppokare and
adoouthow e nand te Enimﬂu'r‘{aﬁmﬂm
bo- Olaskou it the main Basef Wibention . Acordisg o




Soid " | feach duldha anel the cassation of dulkkho” . Thare are
Harer types of  duldeho. - duuecho dukche, toseet M241i04
plan, orcsnang affenig, Sonhom dukkko, Waning .
ﬂmﬁanmﬁmdmh
ndabioned Stedes o

I dems of the practieal  @ncarn of buddhast
Oihics |, laymen and. wonaen. hawe o dudy o prowchics
by @ na@s  Hie buddiio to o man named. Smeda
Seto  Sigalo. Thase Yhos adisw incuded respect for
menoy is used. Thus demonsoraxes how \mportant
Hio relationships Wmfuxﬂq orein buddhism.
s reagn oS busdist kg . He did s Huoygh
0chenng +o the buddhust  enpof ahivsa , non vaencs,
by banntng. onemal Su.uﬂusf,aﬂ. @dh  Spreading
harellos . Ond. . even,  OCComung o Liny, baining e
..... Moy . buddhists commant ok buddinist ebucsis
of practical  concarn. bodauia e medarn wortd. Thase
buagdsts lnclude . Sivasaksa , inho comments thok

Y ideo. of aulekha in B [dus noble tuths shavd




be Qpplud to. Saciol . Stuchures hodowy — he saus that
Macs wauy, Yo ethics of boddiist Browld ke applied 4o
Muman. Nghts. issves oS the human. rights. of sentient:

The _extoct 0kso commonts o the ebhical path de .
libuation from. seffang: . As has akready bean marctiosod,
Seths of e Maggo. s constibited by sila, B hauwerer
the othar twe ports of e Hogge are samadhi and.. .
projoa..  Smm Samoadhi means modatahion, Houygh

Lo : 7 1
Thaerge bage ose tue Tupes of vaditation in buddhism
Pesly  Sonokha, - colm abidmgs . and  vipasSana.
an_analogy do. duscrbe Sarvetha. s Maddiy odes
o A glass - Hhea fhe dossis  ghll, Hie o seiter
Includes moduntang on c eincpre susk. a3 Qnatkn, andeco,
aundcca han - Huuiking. abosk. how a. Plower wilene
oy Withee _and. coose o Yo baauhll. Avcthar form

relovard: nithing o @ncopt of othics ore
bama  vinouwas, wWhith are the. nodctntions on  love, Thae




e mahto. , oruno. [ muodutn. O fieielen. ool
cppehikan Ound Hhuny  Peus on sendiag ouk loving felings.
. Tha othes seckion is prajao in whach  ong  gauns more
nowiege of tha ideoasof He 3 marks and  her relotod
dootrinas.. Ingaining mose undestandig. of the
buddhist  concapts one  ill bess begin to. destroy Hha
faner fires nhich 0/t banha, orondg , Owsa, hadved,
andl  Ouidgo, e jgnerante. One. one has. pefect realisadion

of hase  Hhings ona. con  progress D to the spintal path.
________ hibe.catiion fom. slfering in buddiniom. comes 10 Wa. [em

of mivona Which maans blowing oat o esttnguishing
nduch. felats fo the  Howag eut or extinguisiu

of e 2 fes. lbis auffowt h...undnﬂfn.ndw mha.:{ﬂ
Ainona. . ig. So many onaloges.  Oore. used o tuydo
(oraprenoad it Buch Qs i;,uﬁa:- Seeds do not gow. .
grow in. nivara. . ndedd mansy syggest -1 ke dasertblng
colowi  to o blind. person. Some schobus ever]  dasenka
i+ os “dotally  othar ', R
_TTo corduda, tertfore, ebhics IS parbrulorty ngertont
v hudahusm as it me&gﬂm&ﬂpﬁmm
of the BFold. path cnd othar of the huddhas teackings. His
ethical. anoluss of o s really are s porticulady
crueiol , fox ma, Ao tha entire  buddhist teolibion.




B Thus, i has. obreadyy bean mendioed Hiat sitla is
porticdorty  importast to  buddiism, ﬂ%hmm
15 greatenad onta we. Se ok B olse fags o Ia.nat.
pout vin He Hahou@gsa 10 singe path. as itis. present.
_inthe _paramitas, most notmbly e dandtanc:
kanwo. (conpossion) . Tee Th-.mfam one. Coun. . Cndem

Suggest. s importont  tHuought Huw path - Ha.nn:.u.
Sous ok “'Hu...-pn.ﬂ'i .h@smm..ﬁimmﬂ ..... EndS with Sila
owd. proyas.” !

H{LL p::.!.h to l-hemd:.m mmm ebhics,. Which
Coulds be. ompared to ublitnnoaism. BEBE  Delivi. Sygerts
Hok 4.5 & ke neost \ka Q. conseqrenhiolaf ..
ehhic. becowse great wweigat s put on. m_wqrﬂnm
of achons . I fact. , Rhws Dowis caims " Hhe buddha was .
o hodonist " dotte taa Ea;t'ﬂm.t' Hﬂﬂmmu_mga ________

%ﬁspunnbﬁqumw
Sk

Maoum, howets , dasogyeos 05 he S0AS rhok is .
hfa.U.q imporitondt in_buddhist ebhics is Hha ctana apm

Hh&% s whoadk ouises koumdle, auﬁmu: Aisa,
i utldonongsm,  Hha ockis good or bod. becauge g .

Hu_ msw are geod or bod.  beouse. an acti.
9ted o bad.. )
Oe_ SivoL _aksa ﬂau.nmim.t buodhist—etics nAdL




rcsembie.  deondology 1a s Sociad. ebhies . This is because

WOS. O \ouge  enap houts. pust e Moy Qs Not-beng
dona iy Onay ClceumStonces ,Suda a8 lliag .

Howstrer, Has.. s Dddbo. enovaged Sto thuik. for

owselres ia thase . Stuakons and not- just Blow bing
,E:u]h che Soul " be a rﬂ‘%: undo L.rpu:mlf v, Kaown
0Uso  pounks oukts thokr tho olhowme is 7t obligotonf.
05 ikis_passibe 0 Some  cuusinnos te ot adhde

Hothe precogts. For exampla, O bodiisobbva. may lall

o traudd. be naldoesc. He AlCupwdads i poga of
o _'E_[Ja,m losy buodiist napuy betame a Fstw 1%
[:deiirhl.s Leeown  6lsn topmmants hot Hhe Ohornea

cbligatrions are shil thare., even i we. don't odhere.
to ke . B He up go bad éo lammé wrieguenac
will  pllow o misdodd  regodless of wiakhar or not-one.
e flaak Huang Hak coulol relota o boddhic
ethics )s vidve ethics  —ih the  exbact (F Tals
of ethuics as a oy of life. kewn believes . #at s
5 the Mmast Lks boodhist—etiics as it facuses.on .
changing. one'sbenowsiour . for tha _bettar. Brodhuist et
it all about Oubading the kusla mokwsions of




I

incocdhar. o undoraune e akusads vMchees nihach
are b 2 Res. Cothin Agrecs Mﬁaﬁ;# isnet
.ﬂ.bma.t "oclhgrence ﬁm m.-‘.ﬂ.s Sathes it IS about

Tha.:,ah_ Hu exbioict  soid. 'lrh-th.dd-im Snawed on.

ks T ebhies.. for_Haspath fomous. Ustation, anecan.
Suggest ok ¥his relates 4o onky ene of e 3 of
Miga's mobivabions.. Willianes cikes. a'!:iumnm-hwcﬁ.am,.ﬂ.-md
that fhae. are mudbiple goads. o a’.,ﬁmu&
botdhits. Tho fist is- gtﬂ:gmmﬁ m:.tn}o-fhn
religion e Second IS kbermtion ipﬁ:m Somiosm. ond
T thuid s obaining. endafhtenment ,ﬁﬁgm
of adb. besngs. This. than shous. ket the wasg of-
live. ﬁ o bucdhdst can ke mﬁmz-wm

Hmuﬁru _MUSwncoptions. E.Hum can. occur
o e consicer vhak, b, m#m.inmmqf
wa.m:.i nhith. ore o meoh mdﬂaﬂhw ot
Wnaf&mmmﬂm R L
Incesd,  buoidhis! . ehics did not oma aboul
b L ih.n. l%ﬂi whan o, nestost: dustipana. nf'hddhmr
s . n.ppan.rtd pon s, fortmay do tha  West leoun. .

akinbutes the fact thak ele o mt hiodhis . ethics




lived  under  predonunandly  non-cema ciatic . pouthicad .
Shruchures | Se na. king GFMMM% ansen.
Miswneoptions  often  otar  whea we fog o Optey
O ldn.aquL of o beotcihiat princgtes. + meouns Mat
Cortain ports of what s 0 vast and  Gasplex Nlyion .
Moy ba lft out . Notonly Huis buk Hia Wanclatim o
Ghhas  horhs Moy be. lotarteet  SUC, oS ke
el s donaiokenl ol i%‘, bt Meowe ascumbtly
Moons dis- ease. S .
ebncs . .
_To conclude, #8% Is parbiukarly  IMporcunts in.bodhism,
even i ebhicod dabate did Vot begen bl fha. 10608 Thayt
k is cwifout o Cotupare usectern . Huones 4o buddhism,
b Seoms to me thot  bueldiist ethics s nacst
Whke wfue ethics, due de Hae similarbes o ath
caa'Hu. Culbvation uP ictues.

Paper Summary

There are four aims in the Religious Specification. This paper encourages
students to:

Develop their interest in a rigorous study of religion and relate it
to the wider word. To succeed in this paper candidates must show

evidence of a thorough study of the selected passage and fulfil the
demands of A02.

Treat the subject as an academic discipline and this paper

requires specialist study, drawing on their knowledge, understanding
and skills.

Adopt an enquiring and critical approach whereby they may
reflect on all their previous units.

Develop their own values and views in the light of their learning.
AO2 in particular enables candidates to engage in this creative
process.
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