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Ethics

Three concerns have marked recent developments in moral philosophy. (1) Much work
is being done on actual social and political problems. Questions concerning abortion,
environmental ethics, just war, medical treatment, business practices, the rights of
animals, and the position of women and children occupy a considerable part of the
literature and teaching considered to be moral philosophy or ethics. (2) There has been
a return to the Aristotelian vision of morality as centrally a matter of virtue, rather than
abstract principles. Alasdair Macintyre and Bernard Williams, among others, attempt to
develop a communitarian view of moral personality and of the functioning of morality.
(3) Finally, there has been a rapid growth of interest in the problems posed by the need
to co-ordinate the behaviour of many individuals if effective action is to be taken. If too
many people use a lake for a rural retreat, no-one will get the solitude each desires; but
one person’s decision to stay away may do no good; how are we to decide what is to be
done? Many issues, including preservation of resources and the environment, population
control, and the prevention of nuclear war seem to have similar structure, and moral

philosophers along with economists, mathematicians, and others are being drawn to
them.

(Source: adapted from ‘Modern moral philosophy’ - Schneewind J in Singer P (editor) - A Companion
to Ethics (Blackwell, 2001) pages 147-156. Edexcel Anthology page 153)

1 (a) Examine the argument and/or interpretation in the passage.

(b) Do you agree with the idea(s) expressed? Justify your point of view and discuss its
implications for understanding religion and human experience.

(Total for Question 1 = 50 marks)

Start your answer on page 3.
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