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Introduction

1. It was fundamentally important to examine the passage itself. All the level descriptors
in the indicative mark scheme for AO1 begin with reference to the passage. There are a
variety of ways this may be done. Some candidates presented a detailed exposition of the
passage. This has much to commend it, including those who used this technique to explore

the context of the wider source. One possible drawback was that this could become a simple

comprehension exercise. This can be overcome by placing the passage in a context and
showing an understanding of a detailed analysis of the more important terms and ideas.
Another popular method was to present an overview of the whole source from which the
passage was derived in order to examine the key points from within the passage. This
method was useful in enabling candidates to show their understanding of the ethos of the
passage. However, a potential weakness was that such an overview may be completed
without sufficient focus on the passage itself.

2. Similarly, it was essential to answer the full demands of the AO2 part of the question:
e do you agree with the idea(s) expressed

e justify your point of view

e discuss its implications for understanding religion

e discuss its implications for understanding human experience.

It was important that these demands were addressed in an explicit manner rather than
implicitly.

3. This unit is the synoptic part of the GCE RS course. In that respect candidates are
expected to link their answers to related parts of their studies. Sometimes this may be
achieved by relating work to one or more of the other sources in the anthology and also
by drawing on material from any of the other three units. This enabled some candidates to
compare and contrast a variety of possible responses.
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Question 1

AO1 features of good quality
Candidates:

e presented well-informed answers focused on the passage. Those candidates who
referred to the source as a whole or to related ideas managed their answers in such a
way as to demonstrate their understanding of the passage. There was effective use of
scholarship.

e structured their answers in a coherent manner, with evidence of analytical thought
across the answer.

e were clear about the synoptic features of this unit relating their answers to other
sources and related material in other units.

AO2 features of good quality
Candidates:

o displayed effective use of argument
e referred to scholarly opinion

o displayed a thoughtful evaluation of alternative viewswere explicit in their material on
implications for understanding of religion and human experience

e constructed well-justified arguments leading to a coherent conclusion.
AO1 features that require improvement
Candidates:

e tended to present a basic examination of some ideas but the answers were not well-
focused on the passage. Some treated the passage like a simple comprehension
exercise.

e sometimes had a problem with unsatisfactory allocation of time, related to the two parts
of the question. For example, some candidates spent too much time on part (b) in spite
of the mark allocation. There were a few candidates who combined (a) and (b) but with
those who did there was a tendency to have insufficient material given the range of
demands in AO2.

e presented a generic account of the whole source from the anthology or a general
account of related teachings at the expense of a focus on the selected passage.

AO2 features that require improvement
Candidates:
e presented basic points of view with limited use of argument.

o displayed limited explicit focus on implications.
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Observations from scripts:

There were some excellent scripts. The better quality scripts were good on analysis of key
themes (e.g. virtue ethics) with effective links to the Schneewind’s article and to his major
ideas. Candidates drew on the 3-fold structure about marked recent developments in moral
philosophy and used this to good effect. A number of scripts were scholarly, including
reference to Aristotle, Kant, Maclntyre, Mill and Williams. Successful candidates related their
answers to pertinent emphases in Jamieson and La Follette. The best answers were precise
and used technical language proficiently. Synoptic approaches included reference to ethical
theories and ideas in other units, especially 6RS03.

In some cases candidates focussed on the whole Schneewind article to the detriment of
the selected passage. Some candidates referred to other ethical theories but did not relate
them to the selected passage. The lower levels contained little reference to the article and
used basic accounts of a few ethical theories.

Good AO2 answers were rooted in academic debates with extensive use of scholarship.
Some considered reasons and evidence to support their own stance followed by criticisms
against their own initial position. In AO2 candidates drew on a wide range of relevant
material such as cultural relativism and relevant implications derived from sociology and
psychology. Candidates made effective use of topics such as medical ethics, war and peace,
environment, animal rights and gender issues.

Less successful candidates relied on knowledge from AO1 but were unable to develop this
into a cohesive argument. Material on implications was minimal and these failed to arrive at
a justified conclusion.

The first and second examples below illustrate good practice and the third represents a
problem with unequal quality across the two parts of an answer.
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ﬁ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This is an example of a script gaining full marks. The candidate
paid scrupulous attention to the full question and addressed the
range of demands in a clear, explicit manner. The candidate kept
quite close to the text in part (a) and elaborated on key points
when required. Throughout there was good use of a variety of
scholars.

In AO2 the candidate thought through the various points of view
and drew out a good range of implications.

18 GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1B



7 el ) .
i A
-, % = -~

L T
. - e =

WMMLQSW%%SWMJMLsWnﬂ
{wwmmswmmmmma}wmm ________

Zeoneuns’ A BA%. AMHUL. modm. mova pALos-
mpryﬁLL«h(&’r:smacﬂJ.w,mam ...... w ..... potiti.cad
padbloms” that ot mor

SN, QURSHONS... G . MOVALSTL. . (AL ON€. bouRd.
mmawammfmﬂmwsmmm

for axoumple Al UULUNA. WMAR. Sk Wl LS.

fov polibical pessons.

_____________________________ Tha  second “CoNCINY s Tha MSSUALChoN.

O VLt EL/ES, Q. ORCRAL TILOY dding. ..
back to the  Stoies oand ARl Huza i .

Ascobe . filst . poiven. i 4aaesy Ardshofelian

/

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1B

19



20

\,

..pm‘m.aaz LO.. fzucrﬁ OS v OM.... AL . Oﬁ/lif LIPALT
AMALALEA A M/LCIMJ ___________ /e GLLCLG( ________ 0. IMMO??
LAorexcimadd  She. ol SIReO. Kadldt [y LS.

../r{_a( ccm&,!/éaf o ﬁﬂmm mmaw A... dzlmu_
Lanc giveh. fo. ML Lldogicad.. by.. mWﬂLe
WLRINESSES. YMLR. LOLA. mm MJ):E,/ JhL ...

ot mmﬂﬁa Pfu,l(cg&a ool /W o @Aew&/
AMMMTR . ANSONLL ... MM LD . dtdhb . SHL... 001 A-...

s Ao OULULS. UK OL . WES. GOOCL. QAOUL Ji-...
Alastow . Alosdacr MaclndYtl. aNA BENAN........
AMMLe NS WLl NG O bR NOARL. T UL

SAULIOPIL Y5 10 CEMMLLE an. FHL. (hEOVY. oiol. .
hey. conmhucleo. Akl ANCINbC. Ok it >

JMM L0AUS O A AP LAAGNLL.. from

LSk problem. 8f wihat fo Qo wMA BACRL.......
WMWWJW ......... OHNOUL ...

x’.x,am,&a a% Qo LULAL. pTLLL . M. O Q.. Lo
YOI WOS fo o o i prebrear v puazua'

AL AL VAU, S0 .,Lg g .cmﬁ Was moral LL.

v

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1B




it fauwj/ .wu /wp,caa,z‘?m camﬂoécux,d
LML ON... 0. Alededdic. NOK.. © f IeCONt X oump.
ﬂ. 15N Korea.... aaumn:g& AOS... Ll

WEARONTY, Wou@h AL S A_zg}uy ...... ,auuibaba
L maSnt. Cgamg 0.0 5B . LU AL ffuycwz

mm z‘o USL... /Mm 4. ﬂ.ma'm.wuc. Mez
wéam;gﬂjab&msmsmwmﬁwym ,,,,,,,,
SLALAL..JRALS... amamj J0OE... Gﬂ,lﬁ 220 RALL050 -
..... ANLULS. bmt........azm amcz?zy . LCONOIUSIS..an ...
fc./mumc,u/ .ézyzm é.z.c .......... amaa_ Lt /imu
Wl WL from.. SUng. 0. amwmmmaay
Ak WAL Ch. Q0 LA O sefnfef2oN and. tod
0. A ALDN00UL . ng A0 LN Maf.z

LronSfor malon.. oM. FLUAL. 2. QUIOADTOUS

L. the ,m.s:rzzrgf ALSC.... AS.. . afu,a,my; W Yor)y
Nl CROAYL.. 0. RLOSP LS. OF. 20 ALULY - hdat..
LLSULICLL .. .. SIS L2042 OU.... AL CUSL O

............... LN QUL LN el L SICLA..NOY L. W@J@W
ALY quo.. foouS€a. .on. Jlad . ackial . . .

2ol . and.. P20l AcaL . . conlerns,. M%offe,m

\

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1B

21



~ S -

ULh ULy BLE QUSO... aMOTE. abutil . polutics
Wﬁaﬂxﬁl{zﬂ < Mc/ Y

QUL e O RLIACD . /Lzs’ /JMJZ Ffounous...
Mfﬂzwmamumsmmwww
Udated. Eits. Tha  annoliemert. of. ARL ...
AL AL L2UDLLNCL.. Wﬂz ......... AU ...

AT ,_Smumw LI h@w_
__y/,%zf.rw s fina”

Lo hus.. /ffz‘..(m,cm ............. SeholasS uch. af. /}'?Wa@
Al aotuds, Jhu frck Lort o] ﬂa/sz Habber.
andl.. Lo.chh.. . .uloudal. A.m/t’ a2 AGNE... frllol
m;c‘ ORI CUANS N f0.. QLS. LUt
LALGARLLINELE. Mcﬁd CNL AN JUM........
.ww P éw,mmé of. e mprac prLtcsp -

22 GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1B




LmctklSE ARmsa . D MRS, He beldlatd
LU L. Jfelt . pal . . ardyal. Jo.. ol gnd) MOTaL ...

VOl LDl JLUL). e LAUDG  arel unsde. .. ...
Wzb WWMMM /Wf ZAH.......

1 B) A parsonally. AGN wlih. Sdunguind,

o AL CONCUMNS o “petuad Sddal and
A anad the  problemm o .wumuftfodo.«lb ......
Ut OAL... ONAL... ﬂnﬂy Qe bAOTOd.

[LSU.F_S

/te,wz,ég /w fﬁ/ﬂ#’ )

...... Vi, Mmmﬂmmmmam%m_ N 7i9.

blcouse W ool L. Kotk and. . . pescare. Ll

VU MOV AA. S alads]
s m&ﬂush LG MILhQmatitiins

AUSL LS. SOcAL. WW,M/{@M&;
VIR .ALLGLS........
ch/ as.. ummce al Ul anel. mwm
W 2 A&nm.&%zméa,wudm
WL SACUUS . COTUT A NL. LLIUCINULS ). afuepacdls

m/%/mwg/mwmﬂwﬁzﬁmmmﬂ _______________ <

v

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1B

23



24

~

forth M. howe @ e KSPCA. He 5. corpea-#hat.
MM GLLL. of..ancMals.” (. a poldical problem Of
LY 1005 Wl RONE . LQUNS. D LOCE L0 o NATM
MWWWJM%W% AL fmantao.
thay hane Kgats, . Che I an. Rachin gs. grokilock
Mok e qre. Juperdr. fo. e Plato was also.
mmm%immwwmmwﬂmf
ﬁWmmMagmf/erwwmym

T — R S

L. .@ _________ UL mawﬁmgymw/mawf@ga_
M%{pm.g/%&ma/m MMW

M}Wﬁmgmﬁmﬁwemam

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1B




by oulliling. wbat alal good. Qboesd. AL /Mg/
Aastae Dallatyre. ana . Besnand. Meileamd

m m c% ”CMMWQ o7 ﬁwaﬂ

iman.. flounihiag . ddll s Ludyl L. e
Ll os el oS I abteact of . preacplis i
Ae.. POV Lol A 400 YR Llavd..........

Do (s 10T LARILYy e as e IEsYdee
gty SPLOKY 0N unolivtadual flocddks 1SSh s’

';ow ﬁ’um WMW .......... or Hhe " dolral M
QY ouu@z ...... A

Lgal o Aa third @nca of eptect)
e MMM@MM anoL.Ahaln. to. fra-ardua.
A pLORLL. offer. SRR A ALY ¢y Lt matyy
QLT 77U WU I _ellbh ritn. UCH AT
Jusan Hoff ko 1taleol lhat . 08 s al
“morad. Satdls.! Lde... o L. Aam'@r,

\,

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1B

25



26

-~

WMW%MWMW ........ woudd.be....
/MIMM&MWMMMW
WOLU L2229 [RLO.GAULL. ! TILS. B &5 SO 29

JMM@M ........ 6. RALIOTY. Thal dudiAontd
bool UL eudel. ok A0.. JOOO, pe. 100 by

COTTYALL 1 AL IZNL LPLMPD. oo
................................. Thy.. afdae. cvenrad  omplacalions. for. <

I mAno(azye/WMd@awzy .......

cal MOores. fach bt froblom of Ludy’ Ho...
Y AL AL JOIME LS. 16 UL LA GIVEL .

Wwﬁﬁgumw/w ....... SO
oy Ak 0N 2707 A SALAIGRAY Bt asd
Mt s Thn. Lipggstn aiORE A Lo CALIONY....

MWMW@M nRe S Thal-. s ,WW
mezb//mmaw&/mm

T Wwég,ézﬂ?ﬂazﬂﬂmu@ ......................

Wﬁhmmwwmmorw%/mgﬁ __

Ullsag. AL Somie/D j L INOT AL 204 SNLCUGA..

%MRGVWM _______ Al....cank.. RINAA -

MDWWJMIW/WWIMMW

\,

GCE Religious Studies 6RS04 1B




3

Luadstud oreit . e 28 fha.  CHLOL Wit
20, e der ! Mderd Loy AL Jldd e bnaw.
i Lo o bl e AORL ... CNOL ALenigRler ...
e U gf b (o USIpely. oAl 7ha.

ﬁ ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is an example of a script gaining full marks. Candidates at
this level of ability have many commendable features. There are
two that are note-worthy for this current task. First, throughout
the essay the candidate makes exemplary use of scholarship.
Secondly, the candidate structures the answer very well indeed,
and this can be seen especially in part (b).
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Examiner Comments

This is an example of an unequal treatment of part (a) and (b). Part (a) is quite full and clarifies

key features in the passage. Part (b) is comparatively short and is a superficial look at a few
pertinent ideas.

Part (a) 25 marks
Part (b) 7 marks
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Develop an interest in a rigorous study of religion and relate it to the wider word.
To succeed in this paper candidates must show evidence of a thorough study of the
selected passage and fulfil the demands of A02.

Treat the subject as an academic discipline. This paper requires specialist study, drawing
on knowledge, understanding and skills.

Adopt an enquiring and critical approach in order to reflect on all previous units studied.

Develop own values and views in the light of learning. AO2 in particular enables
candidates to engage in this creative process.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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