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Introduction
Time management has improved this series with fewer candidates only attempting two 
questions because they ran out of time. However, many candidates are reminded to 
consider the guidance on the front cover of the answer booklet, noting that there are three 
sections, one for each answer. This would reduce the high number of rubric errors.

There are many candidates who underlined parts of their responses. This is not necessary.

It was pleasing to see how many candidates had prepared well for this examination but 
there remain some problems when candidates do not directly answer the question set. It is 
evident that some candidates produce pre-prepared answers, but there were examples of 
excellent responses. Candidates demonstrated a good understanding of what is meant by 
AO1, but a less clearer understanding of what is required by AO2, the evaluative part of the 
question.
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Question 1

1(a): The design argument: 

There was a small minority of candidates who wrote out the story of Paley’s watch, but 
the number who do this is decreasing each year. Generally, Paley was used in a relevant 
and apposite manner and the standards of candidates' answers were good consistently. 
Good candidates addressed the distinctive ‘features’ of the different forms of the argument 
in some detail. Many responses engaged across a range of material including Tennant’s 
aesthetic and anthropic approaches, Swinburne’s probability argumentation, as well as 
reliable standards such as Aquinas and Paley. Many candidates remained focused on the 
question by referring to ‘prominent features’ throughout their responses. Candidates 
tended to use a wide range of traditional and modern versions of the design argument, 
ranging from Ancient Greek philosophers to Michael Behe. However many did not follow the 
requirement to examine strengths.

In part (ii) most candidates knew some of the difficulties with the arguments and good 
candidates tackled the issue of a ‘coherent explanation of the universe’ by using the 
difficulties raised by Hume, Dawkins and others. Candidates were able to refer to critiques 
of the argument and scientific evidence against it. Some candidates found it difficult 
to put forward a hypothesis which would allow for a designer God who is omnipotent, 
omnibenevolent and transcendent, and this resulted in a one-sided evaluation.

This candidate examines the prominent features of the design argument and then argues a 
case for and against it before coming to a conclusion.

This scored level 4 in both parts of the question.
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This clip shows the candidate's AO2. 

Darwin's evolution, Hume and analogy are discussed and a case 
is steadily built up before coming to a conclusion. This was in 
level 4.

Examiner Comments

Make sure you steadily build up a case in AO2.

Examiner Tip
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1(b): Cosmological argument: 

Generally, this was well answered with better candidates going beyond a rehearsal of 
Aquinas and his three ways, and engaging, not only with the Kalam argumentation, but 
also Leibniz and his ‘principle of sufficient reason’. There was a noticeable quality in some 
responses that gave more than a brief reference to the Copleston/Russell debate and with 
some including a wider range such as McCabe. Some very good reponses gave scholarly 
accounts of the argument from contingency and the need for a necessary being.

In part (ii) many candidates responded well but some lacked depth of analysis and tended 
to give brief reasons as to why the argument fails as convincing proof of the existence of 
God. Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution was the mainstay of most arguments against the 
cosmological being convincing. As in 1(a) some candidates found it difficult to say anything 
positive about it.

This candidate carefully goes through the strengths of the cosmological argument in answer 
to the question and as a result scores highly in level 4 for both AO1 and AO2. 

There is no need for the candidate to underline parts of the response.
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Here is the AO1 section. The candidate examines Aquinas, Craig 
and Leibniz and the Kalam argument, as well as the structure of 
the argument, including observance and contingency.

Examiner Comments

Make sure you answer the question that is actually set.

If it asks for strengths, give the strengths!

Examiner Tip
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Question 2

2(a): The problem of suffering: 

There was an impressive range of responses in what clearly was a popular choice among 
the candidates, with high-scoring responses incorporating discussion on Hick’s ‘epistemic 
distance’ and ‘counterfactual hypothesis’ in a meaningful and insightfully sustained manner. 
The better answers remembered to detail the ‘purpose’ of their chosen solutions and these 
ranged from the usual Augustinian and Irenaean theodicies to various Freewill versions and 
Process, as well as a sprinkling of ‘religious persuasions’. 

Scholars like Plantinga, Swinburne and Leibniz were used.

Unfortunately some of the lower level responses did not go beyond a brief account of the 
distinction between moral and natural evil and a summary of the problem of evil arising by 
making use of Mackie’s Inconsistent Triad. 

Many candidates were able to refer to soul making and soul deciding and several candidates 
ignored that part of the question which asked them to examine the purpose of the solution.

In part (ii) responses addressed the difficulties of their chosen solutions. Good responses 
also assessed whether the two solutions succeeded in removing obstacles to religious belief.

The problem of suffering produced many good responses. 

Most dealt with Augustine and Irenaeus but there were other choices too.

Here a candidate scores full marks for AO1 with a full account of the problem of suffering 
and the two theodicies of Augustine and Irenaeus, as well as dealing with their purpose.

In part (ii) the difficulties of these solutions are evaluated.
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The candidate scored 21/7 in this question.

This clip shows part (ii) evaluating the remaining problems of 
these alleged solutions, with reference to Dostoevesky. This just 
reaches into level 4

Examiner Comments

Make sure you answer all parts of the question that is 
actually set. This one asks for two solutions and their 
main purpose.

Examiner Tip
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2(b): Miracles: 

This question was the least popular, but there were some impressive attempts to examine 
the key ideas in Hume’s definition without being too descriptive. Whilst recognition that 
the quote was from Hume was not necessary, what was needed was for the candidate to 
examine key ideas in this particular definition and not just generally discuss definitions. The 
better answers examined the ‘key features’ of the strong definition of miracle, sometimes by 
using other definitions to do so. Some answers did not deal sufficiently with the (Humean) 
definition of miracle. 

In part (ii) many candidates performed very well in assessing the trustworthiness of 
miracles by referencing not only Biblical accounts but also contemporary claims. Some 
concentrated on the fact that miracles have such a religious significance that it is hard to 
believe that they could have been performed by anyone other than God. A few were also 
able to discuss the Principles of Testimony & Credulity clearly. More depth could have been 
applied here, but candidates were able to make a good attempt at getting to the crux of the 
difficulty posed by miracles.

Some candidates did very well with this question on miracles but many did not.

Some had difficulty with the definition, others with finding any argument that could show 
that miracles were trustworthy; they seemed to have little difficulty with the negative 
argument.
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This candidate confronts Hume head on by saying that the given definition 
of miracle is inadequate as the nature of science is changing. Davies, Wiesel 
and Tyler & Reid are examined. 

In part(ii) Swinburne's principle of testimony and of credulity, along with 
objections that stem from Hume, are juxtaposed with examples of Lourdes. 
Darwin and Holland and dealt with before a conclusion is reached.

This scored high level 4 in both parts.

Examiner Comments

Do not be afraid to challenge any quotation that may 
be given, as long as you can defend your stance.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3

3(a) 

Situation Ethics was more popular this year and there were many good responses. 

Most of the candidates attempting this question showed a reasonable understanding of the 
defining characteristics developed by Fletcher. Higher level responses made reference not 
only to John Robinson but also to Paul Tillich. The better candidates were those who set 
their response in the context of the situation ethicist features of the ministry of Jesus. They 
then showed a clear understanding of the relationship between the issues of antinomianism 
and of legalism demonstrated by the “Establishment” then and now. They were usually 
able to identify the background to the theory and to give the detail about the concept of 
agape. These responses used the working principles and presuppositions to develop the 
understanding of the theory; poorer responses just listed them briefly. 

In part (ii) more limited responses were vague, but there were some especially strong 
responses which dealt with key criticisms identified by Barclay. A few candidates challenged 
the question by briefly exploring whether a useful method actually existed. Some simply 
stated that as Situation Ethics came from a Christian tradition, then it should be rejected 
as not being applicable to all people. Many candidates did relate this to the first part of the 
question and critiqued the work of Fletcher and came to a conclusion. It was clear that some 
candidates thought that they were to prove that Situation Ethics had failed and thus did not 
give both sides of the argument. Some used case studies to elucidate their answer. 

It is important to realise that there is no absolute list of defining charcteristics. The 
candidates have the freedom to deploy their own skills of analysis. This candidate chose the 
following for defining characteristics:

•	 social background

•	 via media

•	 agape

•	 the Four Presuppositions

•	 the Six Fundamental principles

•	 the divorce law as a working example

These may not be the perfect list but they are more than good enough. They show that the 
candidate has used material to the best advantage.
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This scored 19 for AO1



22 GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01



GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01 23

This clip shows that the candidate moulds the material to the 
question.

Here is the whole of the part(i) showing AO1

Examiner Comments

Make sure you directly answer the question that is set.

Examiner Tip
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3(b) 

Utilitarianism was popular as in previous years and there were many good responses. 
However some candidates only provided general responses on utilitarianism without 
addressing the issue of the weaknesses that could make it considered a failure. Other 
candidates responded with skill to the question itself, and explored weakness as illustrated 
by the ideas expressed mostly (but not exclusively) by Bentham and Mill. Some candidates 
used Singer, Hare and others, either to further note weaknesses or to explain how their later 
work overcame these weaknesses. A high proportion of candidates did not recognise the 
need to account for the failure of utilitarianism and just listed its main characteristics. Some 
then realised their mistake and added a paragraph at the end to detail the failure. 

In part (ii) the success of Utilitarianism was explored in better responses by a detailed 
consideration of, for example, the benefits of the hedonic calculus which indicated a clear 
engagement with the question rather than simply a list of its features. Other responses 
in both parts of the question simply provided information about Utilitarianism with a final 
sentence or two outlining weaknesses/strengths as appropriate. Many argued that it worked 
because it was simplistic and human nature desired pleasure. 

This candidate examines Bentham and Mill and then also examines Peter Singer's preference 
utilitarianism and then Karl Popper's negative utilitarianism. For each one the issue of failure 
is examined and this scored a midway level 4 mark.
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This clip shows how the candidate clearly moulds the material 
available to the demands of the particular question that is set.

Examiner Comments

Use your material in a way that directly answers 
the question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4

4(a) 

Candidates attempting this question generally showed a clear understanding of the issue 
and many candidates identified the different types of pacifism. Some candidates looked at 
Christianity using the example of Jesus and Martin Luther King, and some used Ghandi. 
Level 4 candidates were able to refer to the question consistently and used knowledge and 
understanding of different stances to justify why it may be persuasive, without resorting to 
long historical narratives. These candidates were also able to draw out the complexities of 
fighting in the modern era and explain why pacifism may be seen as even more persuasive 
in the current climate. There was limited reference to scholars, but often very helpful and 
focused exemplification. 

In part (ii) some candidates drew very clear links regarding Just War Theory and many 
candidates just focused on an explanation of the Just War theory. When addressing the 
second part of the question many candidates were able to state something about the idea 
of a Just War with a good number of them able to name the key players in the formation of 
the theory. Many of the responses were quite brief and lacked real depth of discussion. The 
general assumption for many was that as war is inevitable the Just War Theory has to be 
the most realistic approach. Some used the idea of relative pacifism or Christianity having 
to become a non pacifist religion with the imminent fall of Rome. 

This candidate scored highly in level 4 in both parts of this question, beginning by explaining 
why pacifism may be thought more persuasive. Differing types of pacifism such as absolute, 
nuclear and active were examined. The whole structure of the answer is framed by the 
question.
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In part(ii) this candidate begins by tackling the question immediately: "the 
theory of the just war is more realsitic. . ." rather than launching into a 
descripton of just war principles. This is maintained throughout the answer 
so that this is clearly an AO2 answer and not an AO1 answer.

Examiner Comments

Make sure you fully grasp the difference between 
AO1 and AO2.

Examiner Tip
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4(b) 

Dilemmas in sexual ethics were well known but some candidates had difficulty in delineating 
reasons for why they arise. 

Many candidates gave as many dilemmas as they could and explained why they are 
problems. Many candidates could only refer to homosexuality and explain the different 
views about it, but not why these dilemmas actually arise in the first place. Stronger 
responses dealt with the wording of the question effectively and used a mixture of religious 
teachings and scholarly principles to support their answers. Some used the Bible to explain 
why it was a problem particularly with homosexuality and extra marital affairs. There 
were many generalisations of the Christian view which did not explain the complexities of 
attitudes within denominations. 

In part (ii) the wording of the question allowed candidates to identify specific religious 
attitudes and therefore to fulfil the demands of the question with most candidates 
suggesting that religion was not very helpful in resolving issues in the modern world. Only 
a limited range (and rather polarised) exploring religious approaches was given. Some 
candidates believed that following Christianity would help and others believed it would not. 
The tensions within the religious approaches, indicating that this was not an entirely black 
and white debate, were generally not demonstrated. Many candidates were very negative 
when referring to religious approaches.



32 GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01

This candidate scored level 4 in part(i).

This clip shows that the candidate is aware of the difference 
between Churches in their teaching on sexual ethics. This 
paragraph is key.

Examiner Comments

Make sure you directly answer the question that is set.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5

5(a) 

In past series, with regard to similar questions, some candidates focused too much on 
biographical material of the life of the Buddha. For this series, candidates drew on the 
extensive material available on the religious characteristics prior to the time of the Buddha. 
Many candidates were able to couple breadth of material with attention to detail, where 
appropriate. 

In part (ii) there was a good level of critical understanding regarding the Buddha’s 
adaptation of these characteristics, supported by precise attention to detail.

This candidate scored high level 3 in AO1 but moved into high level 4 for an excellent AO2. 
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5(b) 

There were fewer responses to this compared to question 5(a). Some responses placed 
undue emphasis on recounting biographical details of the life of the Buddha. The better 
quality responses shaped their material in such a way as to examine the importance of the 
various events to the life of the Buddha. 

In part (ii) there were some lively debates on the view that an understanding of the life of 
the Buddha is of little significance for Buddhists.

Here the candidate structures the evaulation very well, choosing 
three adaptations of the Buddha and going through them 
systematically. It is a model of clarity.

Examiner Comments

Analyse what you put into the evaluation.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6

6(a)

There were fewer answers to question 6(a) than to question 6(b). The lower level responses 
tended to present basic, descriptive answers. Some candidates amplified their material in 
order to show the range and detail applicable to the Three Refuges. 

Some answers to the AO2 part displayed a critical response to the charge that ‘taking 
refuge’ indicates a type of escapism.    

6(b)

There were some outstanding answers to the fundamental features of meditation in 
Buddhism. Typically, candidates focused on samatha and vipassana and showed a clear 
understanding of their fundamental features and some achieved this by a comparative study 
of these two types of meditation. A few candidates included work on Zen to good effect. 

In part (ii) the same good standard of work was followed through concerning the 
significance of meditation, with evidence of insight into the purposes of different types of 
meditation. This slant on the topic of significance worked well, noting there are of course 
other valid approaches.
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Question 7

7(a)

There were very few candidates who chose this question. There were a number of high 
quality answers on the Early Church controversies about who Jesus was and the definitions 
of his person including the distinction between homoousios and homoiousios as a result of 
the controversy with Arius.

Very few centres cover this Early Church period but there are some high calibre candidates 
from the centres that do. 

This candidate scored full marks in both AO1 and AO2. There is a clear grasp of the 
terminology and issues involved and a broad spectrum of thinkers and scholars discussed.
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7(b)

There were fewer Reformation resoponses than in previous years and more dealing with 
modern situations like Bonhoeffer and Nazism or Cone, and black issues.

This clip shows the entire answer to the question. This demonstrates 
that it is possible to gain full marks and indeed how to do so.

Examiner Comments

High marks come from clarity not length.

Examiner Tip
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Question 8

8(a)

There were some good responses based on material of God as personal as seen through the 
work of Spinoza and Buber. 

Not many centres offer this but there were some excellent responses from those who did.

This candidate uses Tertullian, Boethius, Webb, Spinoza, Buber, Brunner, Moltmann, Parker, 
Pinnock, Luther, Feinberg and Basinger.
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8(b)

There were a few entries dealing with practices of the Eucharist.

This candidate uses wide ranging examples and handles the material 
with great skill. It is a good example of how to handle material.

Part (i) gains full marks.

Part (ii) there is extensive quotation of material but there is insufficient 
discussion of this material to get to the higher parts of level 4.

Examiner Comments

Learn to write densely. The more detail that can be 
included the better.

Examiner Tip
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Question 9

9(a) 

Some responses at lower levels presented descriptive material with little understanding 
of how the material related to the results of investigations to this culture. Some of this 
material was comparatively short and limited in scope and detail. In contrast, the higher 
level answers consisted of a good range of material with intelligent focus on detail and 
related their content to the issue in the question about the results of investigations into this 
culture. For example, these candidates drew attention to the work of key scholars in this 
field of work. 

In part (ii) the better quality responses had a note of caution in their answers about 
possible influences. 

This candidate scored level 4 in both parts of the question. Some candiates were able to 
deal well with the AO1 requirement, but not all with the AO2. 
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9(b)

Very few candidates selected this question.

This clip shows that the candidate understands what is required for 
AO2 and goes through possible influences and comments on them, 
distinguishing each by a separate paragraph. This is a good level 4.

Examiner Comments

Paragraphs can help clarify your thinking.

Examiner Tip
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Question 10

10(a)

Few candidates selected this question, but responses were well-informed.

10(b)

Responses to this question displayed good practice. Inevitably answers on Krishna contained 
some narrative material but this was well controlled with a range of information and some 
evidence of scholarship. 

In part (ii) the quality of material was of a high standard in that it was informative and 
thoughtful.

This candidate was comfortably into level 4 for AO2 and dealt well with both Krishna and 
Sakti. Features are analysed and quotations utilised.
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This clip shows the first part of the AO1 dealing with Krishna. 
This is followed by another part dealing with Sakti.

Examiner Comments

Make sure you answer both parts of the question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 11

11(a)

This was a popular question and quite well answered. Most responses remained focused on 
the religious conditions of the times, with less evidence of mixing the political/historical and 
social.

In part (ii) the better responses looked at what aspects were rejected and which were 
accepted or modified. Others considered how the Prophet responded to these features both 
before and after the revelations started. 

Candidates do not always restrict themselves to the particular context asked, which this 
year is the religious one. 
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This candidate clearly delineates the chosen features and deals 
with them systematically. This shows a high degree of analysis 
and reaches nearly to the top of level 4 for AO1.

Examiner Comments

Paragraphs help systematic analysis

Examiner Tip
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Question 11

11(b)

This was not as popular as question 11(a). Some candidates selected the key events 
and explained why they were significant. Better responses drew on some of the major 
characteristics of traditional Islamic teaching and used the narrative to illustrate these, but 
few responses went beyond the moral characteristics. 

In part (ii) some candidates explored the ways in which Muhammad could be considered 
distinctive or unique but others found this difficult to do.
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Question 12

12 (a)

Many picked up the examples from Salat of physical submission of the body, and a few 
caught the sense of submission of will and mind in the Shahadah, although few really 
crystallised this. Very few candidates developed this further or explored submission in other 
pillars. A few caught the link between submission and peace in ‘Islam’.

In part (ii) quite a number of candidates took it as being about a specific Muslim’s 
submission being inadequate. Others challenged the notion of passivity by pointing out 
that many pillars require considerable willpower and devotion to follow and explaining the 
positive benefits of such active submission. 

This is comfortably in level 4.
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In part (i) this candidate gives a brief analysis of submission before 
going through the five pillars seeking to establish submission. Here 
is the first paragraph. 

Examiner Comments

When asked for a comment try to give both sides of 
the argument.

Examiner Tip
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12(b)

Many candidates simply just described the six beliefs instead of analysing them for what 
they say about God. Alternatively candidates could have approached it the other way round 
starting with the qualities of God and how they are evidenced in the six beliefs. 

In part (ii) many candidates took a general moral approach of how these teachings should 
lead to a greater morality. Some candidates drew out the specific ritual significance of these 
teachings.

Question 13

There were no entries for the Judaism option questions.

Question 15

Very few candidates selected the Sikhism questions.
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Question 17

17(a)

For responses selecting Luke's Gospel, higher level responses reflected a good knowledge of 
Jesus’ parables and incidents where Jesus was involved with outcasts. However, many other 
responses were limited in the range of material used and discussed.

For responses on John (Fourth Gospel) higher level responses reflected good background 
knowldege of the Old Testament and applied it well to the question, often relating these 
sayings to the relevant signs in John and exploring the divine claims of these statements. 

In part (ii) a number of candidates showed how realised eschatology becomes important to 
Jesus’ ministry.

17(a) Luke

This candidate has four paragraphs which deal with Jesus' teachings on outcasts:

•	 Acceptance is not based on morality

•	 The internal is more important than the external

•	 Everyone should be accepted

•	 Jesus is able to lead people directly to God

•	 Each is analysed with illustrations. This is level 4.
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The clip is the second paragraph dealing with the first bullet 
point - Acceptance is not based on morality

Examiner Comments

Paragraphs help in your analysis of the material.

Examiner Tip



62 GCE Religious Studies 6RS01 01

17(b)

This question provided candidates with good choice and the better responses demonstrated 
clear knowledge and maintained a close focus on the question. Those who had studied 
John’s Gospel (Fourth Gospel) were able to explain the writer’s use of miracles as signs, 
as well as putting each episode into an accurate context with the result, reaction and 
significance. Responses achieving the lower levels tended to be descriptive, lacking 
examination of the issues and were sometimes inaccurate or brief.

This candidate chose the healing of the lame man and that of the man born blind, and 
scores full marks for part (i).
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In part (ii) the candidate sees miracles as distinctive because of:

•	 their happening on the Sabbath

•	 the divine number seven 

•	 and because they reached those outside the inner few. 

This is high level 4.

Examiner Comments

It is not your choice of argument that matters as much 
as the way you defend it.

Examiner Tip
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Question 18

18(a)

For responses on Luke's Gospel, most candidates chose to answer on Prayer and Praise, 
rather than the Sabbath. Responses achieving the higher level marks reflected a good 
knowledge of Jesus’ teaching on prayer, his related parables and Jesus’ actions and showed 
a good knowledge of Luke’s use of praise in the gospel. However, other candidates did not 
analyse the songs of praise and simply referred to occasions and teaching relating to prayer 
and praise rather than examining them.

For responses on John, there were some excellent essays on women in the Fourth Gospel. 
Other responses lacked detailed reference to the conversations and details of the incidents 
were sometimes over descriptive, too brief and confused. Some candidates muddled the 
words of the women, such as Mary and Martha at the Raising of Lazarus. 

In part (ii) many showed the relevance of these conversations and teaching to the gospel 
that Jesus proclaimed.

18(a) A response on John's Gospel. This candidate scored level 4 in both AO1 and AO2. For 
part (ii) it is nearly full marks.
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This clip shows the candidate dealing with the second 
conversation with Mary and Martha. The candidate shows how 
this emphasises Jesus' attitude towards women and that women 
could understand him as much as men could.

Examiner Comments

Where two conversations are required, both have to be 
dealt with, but not necessarily equally.

Examiner Tip
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18(b)

Few candidates attempted this question. Some candidates provided responses that dealt 
with the required characteristics but many referred to stories of Jesus and his disciples with 
a descriptive rather than an analytical approach.

The AO2 was often left out, possibly because candidates ran out of time. Those who did 
attempt it found it difficult to justify why Jesus needed to have the twelve.

This candidate scored level 4 in part (i) and level 3 in part (ii).

In part (i) the features of discipleship are analysed in a more spiritual way as a response 
in faith and having a constant relationship with Christ. Other candidates chose to deal with 
more task-oriented features of service. Both interpretations are acceptable.

In part (ii) this candidate simply opens by saying that the twelve were not very crucial to 
Jesus' ministry, but does not build a case to demonstrate this assertion.
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Using separate paragraphs to explain each feature being 
examined will clarify both the writing and the marking of 
the essay.

Examiner Comments

Ensure that conclusions are based on a constructed 
argument.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice: 

•	 Answer questions in the three set spaces provided in the answer booklet

•	 Allow adequate time to answer three, not two, questions

•	 Directly answer the question set (do not provide a pre-prepared response)

•	 Do not underline as there is no benefit gained from this

•	 Demonstrate your analysis of the question. Use paragraphs to help you do this.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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