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Introduction
This unit provides for a balance of teacher-directed and more independent student enquiry. 
This ‘Investigations’ unit offers the opportunity to undertake individual research into a topic 
of particular interest to the candidates.  This is the reason why each question includes the 
expression, “with reference to the topic you have investigated’’. The ability to select and 
manage individual research material to fit into the demands of the question is an important 
discriminator in terms of assessment. 

It is for this reason that the mark scheme for this unit is a generic one. There are no 
indicative mark schemes per question given the fact that there are so many legitimate ways 
of answering questions based on independent research.

The two assessment objectives should permeate this whole process. Candidates 
should determine whether there is sufficient material to access a variety of appropriate 
sources (AO1) and to evaluate alternative views (AO2).  Candidates may monitor their 
progress with reference to the criteria in the level descriptors across both AO1 and AO2. 
The assessment criteria are always mentioned in each question. Typically this is achieved 
with the trigger words, ‘examine’ for AO1 and ‘comment on’ for AO2. The assessment of the 
candidates work is based on the application of these objectives.      

Some candidates performed well on this unit. It was clear that some candidates had 
selected topics of genuine interest to them. There was evidence of substantial background 
reading which was used effectively in answers. Candidates presented well-structured 
responses based on the question and were able to use their knowledge to address the focus 
of the question. A feature of high quality answers was the ability to relate to the question 
throughout the answer. Candidates performed well across both assessment objectives with 
detailed content and cogent argument.

Some candidates did not select their material in accordance with the specific question. 
Some candidates could have adapted their same material so as to use it more effectively to 
address the question. In some cases the question was only briefly mentioned and in others 
there was limited reference to the question in the final few sentences. Some responses at 
the lower levels drew on sources that were below the standard required at GCE level. These 
tended to be descriptive and more narrative rather than analytical.  Some responses at 
the lower levels were short and lacked elaboration and the substantiation necessary at this 
level.       

Some centres chose to concentrate on the same topic for a number of candidates. This 
was useful when backed up with relevant sources, whereby candidates could develop their 
own slant and specialism on their selected topics. Occasionally, some responses became 
formulaic without targeted attention to the demands of the specific question. A key aim of 
this unit is to involve candidates as active participants in order to provide possibilities for 
open-ended enquiry and independent learning.  

It is essential that candidates are entered for the area of investigation which is the best fit 
for the question on the paper. Candidates were not penalised if a cross was placed in a box 
that did not match the response.
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Question 1

Some candidates were well-informed on a considerable range and detail about the 
relationship between religion and science. Extensive use was made of a number of 
influential scholars based around prominent themes in this area of investigation. A feature 
of the high standard scripts was their clear, coherent structure based around contrasting 
stances on the relationship between religion and science. In a few cases, some candidates 
presented responses that were not appropriately balanced, with the response heavily 
weighted towards science and only brief reference to religion.

This is a extract taken from the middle of a response. The candidate had examined historical 
debates about the relationship between religion and science up to the time of Darwin and 
after this passage, continues with more recent controversies. 
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The candidate considers the role of Darwin in this debate. The 
exposition of Darwin is limited but the candidate selects some 
key issues for further analysis and discussion.

Examiner Comments

The candidate refers to various scholarly points of view in such a way as 
to build up the evidence regarding major issues in this topic.

There is no clear guidance about the use of underlining at this level of 
work. However, once candidates study at university, they will be made 
aware of other ways of highlighting key scholars and ideas. For example, 
sentence construction can be used to draw attention to significant points, 
as well as using  intelligent paragraphing techniques. 

Examiner Tip
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This is the first part of a response. This examines some controversies concerning the rela-
tionship between science and religion. The response continues (after this extract) by exam-
ining additional debates. 
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The candidate relates their own investigation to the demands of 
the question. The candidate selects key themes such as evo-
lutionary creationism and considers the different contributions 
scholars have made to these debates.

Examiner Comments

The candidate integrates the views of scholars to build up the discussion.

The paragraph structure is reasonable on the first page but later 
becomes unclear. The construction and presentation of coherent 
paragraphs is very important at this level of work because it indicates the 
demarcation of content and stages within arguments. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 2

The most popular figure selected was Freud. The better quality answers adapted Freudian 
views and terms around the thrust of the question regarding his contributions to the study 
of religion. This paper is not designed as a psychology examination, rather its focus is the 
psychology of religion or anthropology and sociology of religion depending on the selected 
scholar(s). Most students were readily familiar with Freudian terms and key ideas. It was 
noticeable that the better quality answers referred to relevant primary sources. Answers 
at the higher levels in AO2 incorporated critical debates alongside alternative approaches.  
Lower level answers presented basic information about Freud with little if any structured 
reference to the question.

This is an extract taken part way through a response on Freud.
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The candidate displays good practice by providing a brief outline 
of key ideas in some of Freud's key primary sources in this topic 
of the study of religion.

Examiner Comments

The candidate is well informed about Freudian terms 
and ideas and uses these to provide an explicit 
response to the question.

Examiner Tip
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This extract is taken from the beginning of an essay using sociology of religion. 
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The candidate clarifies their area of investigation and general 
perspective on the issue.

Examiner Comments

At each stage of this extract, the candidate shows their 
understanding of the work of important sociologists 
and scholars. The candidate is well informed and builds 
up a good structured answer. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 3

There were a number of interesting responses to this question. Some candidates used a 
range of creative expressions such as art, film and music. This can result in good quality 
responses if candidates make effective use of detail when considering this range of 
material. Responses that are high in quality may also be achieved by a focus on a specific 
creative expression such as a study of a specific painting or an analysis of a piece of music. 
Candidates who produced good responses structured their material around the demands 
of the question concerning the view that the nature of the holy and/ or religion is merely 
glimpsed through creative expressions.

This extract is taken from the beginning of a response on creative expressions in religious 
life. After this extract, the candidate continues by examining additional examples of creative 
expressions such as film.
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The candidate focuses on the question and then considers in 
some detail the place of art within this topic.

Examiner Comments

This candidate considers a range of types of creative expressions. If this method is 
adopted it is good practice to select and focus on specific exemplars within in any 
one type of creative expression, in this case art, and in particular, de Grebber.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary

Advice for candidates:

• Manage the material from the investigations to focus on the demands of the question

• Use appropriate sources

• Show an understanding of the topic 

• Present a thoughtful analysis of the material

• Make effective use of evidence and argument

• Comment on alternative views

• Show a clearly expressed viewpoint.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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