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Introduction

Congratulations are due to many candidates who achieved success in their thorough

understanding of the selected passage and for their commendable examination techniques.

It is essential for candidates to examine the passage on the exam paper. Candidates must
relate what they have learned and apply it to the extract. Examiners know there are many
ways of examining a passage and there is no preferred method. What is essential is an
explicit focus on the text, whatever method is used to examine it. There was evidence of
some candidates inserting several paragraphs of material not linked to the question.

The division on the paper into the two assessment objectives is intended to assist
candidates to structure their answers and to enable them to make sensible use of their
time in the allocation of material. In most cases candidates had the required examination
technique to make effective use of their material. There is no necessary requirement to
follow the structured division as seen in the question. However, for candidates creating

a holistic answer, there is a tendency to pay inadequate attention to AO2, especially in
relation to the implications aspect of part (b).
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Question 1 (a)

Examiners were impressed by the depth and quality of candidate’s answers to this paper.
At the higher levels, answers were excellent and received impressive marks. There was a
clear and detailed understanding of the issues and of the theological debates behind them.
Candidates referred to a range of scholars, both ancient and modern, as well as detailed
debate and argument. There was proficient use and understanding of complex ideas and
use of biblical and of other sources was equally impressive. The best candidates tackled the
passage explicitly and used a variety of scholarly arguments to support or oppose Wilson’s
views on the resurrection. Biblical evidence was widespread and the range of scholars
impressive. Some candidates displayed good understanding of the differing gospel accounts
of the resurrection and offered explanations of these differing accounts. Other candidates
looked at the Wilson account more holistically. The fluency and use of technical language
were admirable and it was particular good to see candidates attempting original analysis.

In the middle levels, candidates were slightly less comfortable with the range of material
and tended to concentrate on writing all they knew about the overall topic of resurrection,
often at great length. Others, perhaps hedging their bets on which passage would come
up, tended to write a ‘one answer fits all’ to resurrection questions, with a number relying
heavily on analysis of Morrison’s passage from a previous exam paper.

At the lower end, candidates concentrated largely on re-writing the passage, offering little
more than simplistic resurrection information whilst other candidates paid scant attention

to the particular selected passage. Some focused on a range of possible theories that
supported the resurrection stories but paid only incidental attention to the selected passage.

Question 1 (b)

The most able candidates made copious use of scholarship and good, clear examples.
Implications were varied and always interesting and much of the critical evaluation was
handled in an intelligent manner and backed up with substantial evidence. In this context
some candidates drew out implications in relation to other Gospels and to debates about the
person of Christ.

In the mid-range, most responses were well-structured and offered a fair evaluation of the
issues, though in @ much more general way. Sources were useful and appropriate, though
biblical exegesis was somewhat limited. The main difference between the top and mid-range
was how close the candidate stuck to the issues raised directly by the text, rather than more
general observations about the resurrection.

A few candidates at the lower end wrote GCSE accounts of the resurrection, with some
comments on the accuracy of scripture, but with little real depth. Less successful candidates
presented partial answers giving attention to opinion or implications but not both.
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This represents a high standard answer especially in

AO1. Throughout the answer the candidate systematically
focuses on the selected passage. There is a clear opening
paragraph and identifiable summaries at strategic points
in the answer. The candidate has a superb grasp of
scholarship and incorporates a range of views. The clear
exposition is amplified by references to related ideas

and sources. In AO2 the candidate considers important
implications and puts forward a clear line of reasoning.

Q ResuitsP

us

Examiner Tip

Although this answer received high marks there are ways

in which the quality of the work could be further improved.

The candidate mentions alternative approaches in part (b)
but this could have been more rigorously developed.
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Examiner Comments

<J\;ZResults?ﬁlus

This answer is selected because it shows
unsatisfactory allocation of material
between A01 and AO2. The mark scheme
allocates 30 out of 50 for part (a) and

20 out of 50 for part (b). The candidate
has virtually an equal amount of material
in both parts and this is not a good
examination technique. The content is
narrative and descriptive and the student
has limited ability to identity and to
select the most important information
from the passage. There is minimal use
of scholarship and this indicates a basic
response to the question.

h.on He tben Jesss and the hope .

Qe dife 420 OR OV IADdoo
He%.(e mm AN AcCosred-
{ono b Hea. ond He qas/@l ......

Elese
\ Eo@auua,ucyc |

?@ ResultsP

Candidates should be aware in
advance of the mark distribution

in the questions so that they can
plan their priorities in managing
their material. Candidates could
contrast this type of approach with
more successful answers in order
to set specific targets which aim to
improve their standard of work. For
example candidates may compare a
narrative and descriptive paragraph
with a small sample of work that
displays critical analysis.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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