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6RS02 Religious Studies Advanced Subsidiary   Unit2: Investigations 
General Comments
The Investigations Paper of January 2010 demonstrated a remarkable level of scholarship evident across 
all areas of study and some answers clearly conveyed the engagement that candidates had with their 
area of investigation. The enthusiasm for and knowledge of the chosen topic clearly conveyed the level 
of reflection that has taken place within the process of individual investigations. Some Centres chose to 
focus on the same or similar topics for all their candidates, whereas other Centres permitted considerable 
choice for individual candidates. Centres are clearly using their specialist resources and interests to 
encourage candidates to research in depth a particular area of study. It is important to stress again that the 
‘Investigations’ unit has a definite academic purpose. The aim is to involve students as active participants 
pursuing open-ended enquiries with an emphasis on independent learning. Questions were designed to be 
inclusive of all possible approaches to various topics and all valid answers were considered.    

Most centres had entered their candidates for the correct paper. It is important to ensure candidates know 
which area of their investigation is the best fit for the question they answer on the paper. Some topics 
share generic ideas across a number of different areas and it is vital that candidates know the distinctive 
features of their investigation so that in the exam candidates know which question to answer i.e. question 
1, 2 or 3. It is worth noting that the difference between discussing an ethical issue, for example, in Area C 
and Area D would be in the kind of emphasis required by Area of Study; Area 1C requires a range of ethical 
and/or religious teachings applied to a medical issue whilst Area D requires a more detailed knowledge of 
the ethical precepts of the World Religion(s). Candidates were not penalised if correct entries were not made 
or a cross was in a box that did not match the answer. In cases like this the answer is marked as an attempt 
to answer the published question; however, it is clear that some candidates might have fared better if they 
were entered correctly. Examiners were encouraged to mark positively.  

Variation in achievement was related to answering the question and to the two assessment objectives. 
These two assessment objectives should receive prominent attention in the process of investigation. 
Importantly, in the exam itself there must be explicit attention given to the A01 and A02 assessment 
objectives. Each question consistently referred to the assessment objectives with the trigger word ‘Examine’ 
for A01 and ‘Comment on’ for A02. These dictated the structure of the question and helped candidates to 
plan their answers. It would be advisable for candidates to pay regular attention to the level descriptors 
for these assessment objectives as a way of monitoring their development and progress during their 
investigations. The wording ‘with reference to the topic you have investigated’ will always appear in the 
question to ensure that the generic question can be answered with material from any appropriate topic. 
Preparation for the exam must also pay attention to enabling candidates to develop their management 
of material studied throughout their investigations and to how best structure their content to answer the 
specific question.  Success can be undermined by writing up a rote-learnt answer which was not adapted in 
any way to the question set.

This report features work produced by the candidates in the actual examination.  The mark scheme itself is 
generic to all questions.  It was not possible to include exemplars for every question.  
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AREA 1A  The Study of Religion

Question 1   RELIGION AND SCIENCE

Candidates had sound knowledge of different models for establishing the relationship between religion 
and science. Most answers were up to date in scholarship and went beyond discussing only one particular 
model. Most candidates noted the demands of the question and began by demonstrating a valid view by 
noting for example how ‘religious outlooks can be undeterred by scientific advances’. The views upheld were 
generally supported by thorough knowledge of relevant scholarship and many answers demonstrated careful 
exposition of the material studied and thus the conclusions followed on with ease.

The evolution and creation debate could have used their material more effectively to analyse the religious 
significance of this debate. There was some very interesting work on the religious and scientific issues 
that surround a range of creation myths or theories. Discussion was organised around the compatibility 
or incompatibility of these myths/theories with religion and science and there was evidence of original 
thinking in the answers which discussed creation myths or theories.  

Some candidates analysed the Design Argument or the Cosmological Argument for the existence of God 
with no obvious link to the question or the topic they had investigated. The demands of the Investigations 
paper are different to the Foundations Paper and this area of study is not exclusively about the existence of 
God. An example of how this material could be placed contextually within the religion and science debate is 
shown by the following extract from an answer: 

‘As philosophers and theologians have long realised, the design argument, even in 
its new scientific form cannot prove the existence of God. However, science adds to 
the argument rather than subtracts from it, and it is significant that in the attempt 
to prove the fine tuning of the universe science has revealed... both God and the 
multiverses hypotheses are forced beyond science and into metaphysics. Science 
raises questions that science cannot answer. Modern physics suggests that it is as valid 
as the psalmist to announce ‘the heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim 
the work of his hands’.
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Question 2    ANTHROPOLOGY/SOCIOLOGY/PSYCHOLOGY of RELIGION

One of the most popular choices was an investigation into Freud and his importance for an understanding 
of religion.  In AO1 most candidates presented the core, basic details about Freud’s ideas with a proficient 
use of terms. Candidates who performed at the lower levels were content with a straightforward exposition 
of Freud’s key ideas. Those candidates who were credited at the higher levels selected and adapted their 
work to the demands of the question. With regard to this question, these able candidates focused on those 
Freudian ideas pertinent to an understanding of religion. It is not essential, but some candidates knew 
the distinctive ideas in some of Freud’s primary texts and were able to draw on specific textual data. If 
candidates know this type of material it is to their credit to draw on this expertise. AO2 tended to be well 
answered with a consideration of a range of debate and controversy.

Other topics included work on sociology of religion and especially New Religious Movements. The same 
points made about Freud apply in terms of the crucial importance of managing the content so as to focus 
on the question. One answer using Marx commented that: ‘Despite the extent to which religion is made to 
appear benevolent in the sociological sense there are some dysfunctional aspects to it highlighted by Karl Marx’ 
and continued to argue a case that was supported by the key selected ideas highlighted throughout the 
essay.

Some candidates presented an overview of these major academic disciplines such as anthropology, 
psychology and sociology of religion. This approach is acceptable, although it can be noted there is no 
requirement at all to range across various disciplines.
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Question 3   CREATIVE EXPRESSIONS IN RELIGIOUS LIFE

There were too few responses to 3q in order to compile a report, although outstanding work was presented.  
However the essay below shows how the candidate used their material to answer the question. In the 
introduction the candidate has clearly made a connection between their own investigation and the 
question: 
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AREA 1B The Study of Philosophy of Religion

Question 1   RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE; MEDITATION

Many candidates considered how far scholars or studies have contributed to our understanding of 
religious experience or meditation as an encounter with ourselves and/or God and others considered the 
epistemological impact of religious experience in terms of understanding ourselves and/or God.  

Most candidates addressed the contribution of scholars very well and scholarship was well used in this 
answer with reference to a wide range of material. The best candidates were able to include a good, 
balanced conclusion and AO2 comment throughout and some candidates drew on less common material 
e.g. religious experience in non Christian traditions. 

Some candidates gave a good outline of the argument for the existence of God based on religious 
experience and considered its strengths and weaknesses but had difficulty in relating this material to the 
question.

Question 2   MIND AND BODY

The most popular approach for this question  focussed on Life after Death as a way of analysing the 
difficulties or implications of accounting for the relationship between mind and body.  The best answers 
systematically examined forms of monism and dualism and tackled issues of interaction  with Life after 
Death used as more of a case study as to how these theories might then play out.  Scholarship was largely 
very good in this question with reference to Descartes and other scholars within the field. There was much 
evidence of competent philosophical analysis of a range of viewpoints both ancient and modern. 
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Question 3  A STUDY OF ONE/MORE PHILOSOPHERS OF RELIGION

Good quality answers focussed on an interesting range of philosophers with many candidates choosing to 
compare and contrast two different philosophers; thus allowing for easier AO2 comment on their impact. 
Most gave a good analysis of the influence of the philosopher they had investigated.  Some candidates 
found it hard to evaluate how far a philosophical understanding of a theme or topic within the philosophy of 
religion had been helped or hindered by the philosopher even though they had already covered the ground 
quite well in A01. Philosophers ranged from C.S. Lewis to Plato, Nietzsche, Descartes (very popular) Sartre 
and Kierkegaard (these two were extremely popular especially in comparison to each other) and several 
focused on Aquinas although largely through the 5 Ways only. Answers on Aquinas would have benefited 
from offering a wider overview of his works as Aquinas did not limit himself to just the 5 ways. 

The best answers referred to a range of ideas or works by the chosen philosopher and placed them in the 
correct context of their time or discussed the impact on subsequent thought of these ideas. Not many 
answers included comments from scholars on the views of their philosophers, and although this was not a 
requirement it did enhance the answers of candidates who were able to do it.  Some  answers chose one 
idea/argument from their philosopher and did a strengths or weaknesses of that view; whilst this was not 
necessarily a bad approach it was most often done at a simpler level and not fully focused on the question 
in terms of concluding about the impact of that one argument. 

 

Examiner Comments

The essay below exemplifies the work of a strong candidate who very 
successfully concluded an investigation on Hume.
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AREA 1C The Study of Ethics 

Question 1    MEDICAL ETHICS

This was by far the most popular question, with the majority of candidates choosing the topic of abortion or 
euthanasia. Some candidates had a very wide ranging understanding of ethical theory whilst discussing the 
issues with reference to well-deployed scholarship and modern day examples. Some candidates also applied 
Aristotle’s virtue ethics and Aquinas’ natural law convincingly.  Other candidates identified important 
religious principles in the material they had investigated and discussed thoroughly the implications of 
these religious principles to developments in medical ethics. Some candidates did not address this question 
directly; instead they wrote about the topic that they had investigated without relating it to the focus of 
the question. This is exemplified in the following opening to an answer:  ‘The issue which I will be discussing in 
this essay is whether the sanctity of life should be upheld as a moral absolute in medical ethics, with particular 
reference to the issue of euthanasia.’ A significant number of candidates wrote up material prepared on the 
‘sanctity of life’ or ‘religion’ and struggled to address the role of religion in ethics. 

Most candidates wrote about one topic but some who focused on principles and issues drew on evidence 
from a variety of topic areas. Some candidates relied on taught material from unit one (Situation Ethics, 
Utilitarianism) rather than showing evidence of independent research, although most were able to apply the 
material to the chosen topic. Many  answers followed a very formulaic response including a basic definition 
and history of abortion and how various ethical theories such as utilitarianism, situation ethics and 
Kantian ethics might relate to it.   Those who had undertaken a more independent approach had accessed 
some interesting material from Warnock, Singer and current debates in the UK Parliament particularly 
about assisted death. Many candidates focused on sanctity of life versus quality of life debates including 
discussions of personhood. Many students made reference to issues of women’s rights using Thompson and 
Warren. Some candidates were over-reliant on case studies from current affairs and failed to analyse the 
issues raised.  Answers can be improved by taking decisive views, based on the evidence and also by paying 
close attention to the demands of the question. 

There were also a few instances of candidates conflating Question 1 with Question 2. Candidates are only 
required to answer one question on the paper. 

Question 2    THE NATURAL WORLD

Many candidates demonstrated clear use of scholarship with relevant examples in a range of very interesting 
answers.  Some candidates possessed a very focused understanding of the various views of stewardship and 
linked this to modern issues in relation to the environment.

Candidates expressed viewpoints clearly and with a consistent approach. Candidates had clearly researched 
the topic of the environment in depth and often in a very specific area and incorporated it with a very good 
understanding of environmental ethics. Some candidate were able to apply a range of ethical approaches 
to the issue and other candidates referred too much to the content of the environmental issue rather than 
applying and analysing ethical theories. Some candidates tended to write a lot about current trends in 
environmental issues with often very little ethical / religious content at all. 

An exemplar of an essay which showed competent scholarship in this topic is quoted in the Examiner Report 
of June 2009.
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Question 3     EQUALITY IN THE MODERN WORLD

As with question 1, the best answers tended to be more aware of the contemporary religious, ethical, and 
political controversy. For instance, better answers on homosexuality seemed to have current knowledge of 
the Anglican debate over Gene Robinson and the threat of splits in the Anglican Communion. Some were 
well aware of the rival media commentary given by various bishops and theologians, and this was impressive 
when set against a backdrop of scriptural and philosophical information. 

One danger inherent in question 3 is the possibility that emotional advocacy becomes a substitute for 
ethics scholarship and background information. It is important that candidates are concerned by gender, 
race, and sexuality, but the passion and interest needs to be tied to genuine knowledge content. Some 
candidates did not refer to ethical theories at all. Some candidates linked their answer on equality  to 
abortion and this was not always well argued or developed.  A few responses to this question were confused:  
a candidate would choose to do Q3 and begin writing about equality but then merge into Q1 and write 
about the equality of the foetus and abortion.

Examiner Comments

The essay below shows the range of material that has been investigated and 
how the candidate has used it to answer the question. 
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AREA 1D The Study of World Religions

Question 1    ETHICAL PRECEPTS & APPLIED ETHICS

Some candidates included excellent information on greater and lesser Jihad with reference to scholars and 
religious texts whilst less able candidates simply wrote all they knew about Jihad without making reference 
to the question.  Candidates can improve their answers by demonstrating a much more detailed approach 
to studying any particular world religion.  Weaker answers might contain a few quotes from sacred scripture 
but fail to include other sources in addition to scholars, such as religious tradition and the authority of 
religious leaders. Islam has a strong tradition of hadith and candidates made little or no reference to these 
teachings.

Other topics that attracted investigation included capital punishment, suicide and euthanasia with reference 
to two world religions.  Some candidates focussing on Buddhism were slow to address the question and 
wrote about the history of Buddhism instead of about key ethical teachings/one or more moral problems.  
Some weaker candidates failed to address the question and simply listed stories associated with the Buddha. 
Candidates can improve their answers here if they show evidence of scholarship in their answer. 

Examiner Comments

The essay below exemplifies good scholarship integrated into sound 
knowledge of Buddhism.
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Question 2    RELIGIOUS PLURALISM, INTERFAITH DIALOGUE, and RELIGIOUS 
PRACTICE

There were very few answers to this question and hence the range of topics offered was narrow. There were 
some very good answers on the Interfaith Dialogue  - this is a topic that candidates find difficult but the 
strongest candidates distinguished themselves by showing the intricacies of this dialogue.  An exemplar of 
this question quoted in the June 2009 paper showed the range of material that pertains to the Inter Faith 
Dialogue. 

Question 3    CONTRASTING STANDPOINTS ON BELIEFS ABOUT GOD

There were too few response to this question to make a detailed comment. However, this question demands 
knowledge of contrasting views and there can be a possibility of  answers becoming  one-sided if candidates 
are not confident about a tradition other than their own.  That said, candidates generally appreciated 
differences in belief and their research conveyed the desire to understand in greater depth a view they did 
not ascribe to. 
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AREA 1E    The Study of The Old Testament/Jewish Bible
The level of knowledge and scholarship shown in this question is very impressive. Although the Old 
Testament had the fewest candidates the level of responses was notably higher. This is not surprising as, in 
the past, the Old Testament topic was always very well done by candidates. 

Question 1    RELIGION AND SCIENCE

A number of candidates concentrated on Darwin and were clearly well-read, particularly using him in 
tandem with Richard Dawkins. Scholarship in the Old Testament is extensive and is best deployed with 
the relevant textual extract from which the theological issues emerge.  Some candidates were rather one-
sided in their approach to the religion and science debate and opportunities to refer to the Old Testament 
narratives were generally missed.

Many scripts were delightful to read and the extract below offers a simple but correct biographical detail 
about Darwin. Relevant material was explored even though the introduction did not refer to the question 
and suggest why this topic might meet its demands.  The essay did go on to refer to the Old Testament.

Another extract below shows how a lack of specific knowledge can inhibit a response to the question. 
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Question 2    THE NATURE OF GOD

Candidates answered this question with a high level of insight and were well-equipped to examine the 
notion of God as personal whilst backing up their views with a wide range of very useful and contrasting 
biblical quotations, both from the Law and the Prophets. 

The notion of holy was well-tackled through the use of scholarly opinion backed up by the Prophets and the 
Psalms. Evaluation was interesting and varied in approach, from the evangelistic notions of God’s embracing 
agape love, through pre-destination, heaven and hell to philosophical notions of free will and epistemic 
distance. 

Examiner Comments

The essay below shows how scholarly commentary can be combined with a 
sound knowledge of scripture to address the demands of the question.
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Question 3    JOB AND THE PROBLEM OF EVIL AND SUFFERING

Candidates were able to examine skilfully the problem of suffering in Job and compare it with textual 
narratives elsewhere, most notably the Genesis myths. Many then went on to look at philosophical notions, 
particularly the Augustinian Theodicy and natural and moral evil.  Scholarship was clearly evident and 
impressive references were made to the redeeming and atoning love of Christ. However, some candidates 
re-told the Job narratives then wrote about philosophical notions, but were unable to relate the two in a 
very meaningful way.



52

Religious Studies 6RS02

AREA 1F   The Study of The New Testament

Question 1    RELIGION AND SCIENCE

A popular approach to this question was  either looking at the miracles of Jesus or the resurrection, and 
contrasting them with philosophical ideas. Most  candidates were able to offer a good, scholarly argument 
both in support of miracles/resurrection and scientific arguments against. There was a genuine attempt to 
answer the question set by the majority of candidates.

Question 2    NEW TESTAMENT ETHICS AND MORALITY

Most candidates concentrated on either Jesus’ teachings at the Sermon on the Mount, or the parables and 
applied them to the moral issues chosen. There were useful references to Old Testament Law, particularly 
the more gruesome aspects of Deuteronomy, contrasted with the agape love of Christ. Some candidates 
highlighted the discrepancies in Christ’s teaching, for instance, on divorce. 

It is worth noting that some topics share generic ideas across a number of different areas and it is vital 
that candidates know the distinctive features of their investigation, for example; there can be overlap with 
topics addressed in Area 1C and candidates who focussed more on classical ethical theory rather than the 
New Testament ethics might have used the material they investigated more effectively in Area 1C. 

Question 3    LIFE AFTER DEATH

Most candidates contrasted the resurrection narratives and Paul’s teachings from 1 Corinthians 15 with 
philosophical arguments surrounding immortality of the soul, reincarnation and bodily resurrection. 
Scholarship and evaluation were impressive for this question and most candidates addressed the question 
effectively from the outset as the extract below demonstrates. 
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AREA 1G   The Study of Christianity and the Christian Church 

Question 1    DEVELOPMENT OF THE CHURCH UP TO AND INCLUDING THE 
REFORMATION

The majority of candidates chose to write about Calvin and Luther when discussing how Developments of 
the Church developed through the ideas of strong personalities.  Most candidates paid close attention to the 
question and used the material they had investigated effectively.  The difference in conclusions exemplifies 
the variety of achievement here.

Examiner Comments

The extract below shows a conclusion that does not explicitly address the question:



54

Religious Studies 6RS02

Examiner Comments

The next extract pays more attention to the demands of the question and the 
conclusion states a view that is supported throughout  the essay. 
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Question 2    THE MODERN PERIOD

Some answers focussed on homosexuality as a response to the question.  The extract below shows a typical 
introduction that sets out to answer the question.  

Once again we can see  that some topics share generic ideas across a number of different areas and it 
is vital that candidates know the distinctive features of their investigation for example the material on 
homosexuality could also be used to address Area 1C Question 1. A feature of  Area 1G  would be the 
emphasis on Christian Theology and whilst candidates are free to choose their material the answer must 
show specific knowledge of Christianity and the Christian Church with particular emphasis on the Modern 
Period.
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Question 3    CHRISTIAN BELIEF AND PRACTICE

There were a variety of responses to this question; some candidates discussed homosexuality and sexual 
ethics and others discussed Bonhoeffer as an exemplar of Christian belief and practice. 

 The essay below shows how a candidate answered the question by analysing Bonheoffer’s Christian belief 
and practice. The conclusion conveys a genuine attempt to relate the material studied to contemporary 
Christianity.
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Conclusion
The second sitting of this paper attracted a good range of responses and the majority of candidates had 
clearly engaged with a topic of interest and produced under examination conditions  fluent answers that 
realised their potential.  Many candidates continue to set a very high standard by the individuality of their 
investigations.  

There is always the concern that candidates who rote learn an answer will limit their achievement if this is 
not deployed effectively to answer the question; such practice is to be discouraged.  

Congratulations to centres and candidates who work so hard to achieve high standards and to reinforce  the 
value of  independent learning that is made possible through the Investigations Unit.    

Grade Boundaries

6RS02: Unit 2 - Investigations

1A – The Study of Religion

Grade Max. Mark A B C D E 

Raw boundary mark 50 40 35 30 26 22

Uniform boundary mark 100 80 70 60 50 40
 

1B – The Study of Philosophy of Religion

Grade Max. Mark A B C D E 

Raw boundary mark 50 40 34 29 24 19

Uniform boundary mark 100 80 70 60 50 40

1C - The Study of Ethics

Grade Max. Mark A B C D E 

Raw boundary mark 50 39 35 31 27 24

Uniform boundary mark 100 80 70 60 50 40

1D - The Study of World Religions

Grade Max. Mark A B C D E 

Raw boundary mark 50 40 35 30 26 22

Uniform boundary mark 100 80 70 60 50 40
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1E - The Study of the Old Testament/Jewish Bible

Grade Max. Mark A B C D E 

Raw boundary mark 50 40 35 30 26 22

Uniform boundary mark 100 80 70 60 50 40

1F - The Study of the New Testament

Grade Max. Mark A B C D E 

Raw boundary mark 50 40 35 30 26 22

Uniform boundary mark 100 80 70 60 50 40

1G - The Study of Christianity and the Christian Church

Grade Max. Mark A B C D E 

Raw boundary mark 50 40 35 30 26 22

Uniform boundary mark 100 80 70 60 50 40



Further copies of this publication are available from
Edexcel Publications, Adamsway, Mansfield, Notts, NG18 4FN

Telephone 01623 467467
Fax 01623 450481
Email publications@linneydirect.com
Order Code US022993 January 2010

For more information on Edexcel qualifications, please visit 
www.edexcel.com/quals

Edexcel Limited. Registered in England and Wales no.4496750
Registered Office: One90 High Holborn, London, WC1V 7BH


