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Section A

Answer one question from Section A

1	 (a)	 Explain the content and purpose of Patrick’s Letter to Coroticus.	 [35]

	 (b)	 Explore the view that this letter reveals more about the personality of Patrick than the 
Confessio. Justify your answer.	 [15]

2	 (a)	 Explain the role and importance of the monasteries for both Church and society  
in Ireland.	 [35]

	 (b)	 Explore the view that there was nothing particularly distinctive about Celtic 
monasticism. Justify your answer.	 [15]

Section B

Answer one question from Section B

3	 (a)	 Give an account of what can be learned about the Penitentials from Finnian, 
Columbanus and Cummean.	 [35]

	 (b)	 With reference to other aspects of human experience, comment on the view that 
penance and reconciliation are essential requirements for faith.  
Justify your answer.	 [15]

4	 (a)	 Give an account of the significance and importance of the work of the Irish  
peregrini in Britain.	 [35]

	 (b)	 With reference to other aspects of human experience, comment on the claim that 
the work of the missionary is needed more than ever. Justify your answer.	 [15]
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