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Introduction
In general candidates attempted most elements of this paper with there being very few 
questions left completely blank. Candidates’ responses were generally good and consistent 
throughout the paper demonstrating some knowledge and understanding across both 
biological and learning psychology. It was good to see that candidates attempted even the 
most challenging questions on this paper and at times on these ones did much better than 
on the shorter responses. 

There was an attempt by most candidates to apply their answers to the contextual questions 
with some success. Some candidates did provide generic answers which limited the marks 
that they could access. 

Some candidates struggled to complete the A03 development needed, this was particularly 
obvious in those questions asking for strengths and weaknesses. Candidates need to be 
clear that the examiner cannot read into their answers and make assumptions about what 
they are writing, they can only mark what candidates have provided. This became apparent 
in the longer questions which meant that some candidates could not access high band 
levels. Candidates’ evaluation of theories would benefit from an improved focus on research 
studies and evidence to provide support for their answers. 

It should be noted that candidates need to understand what questions are asking for in 
order to ensure that they give the responses expected rather than consistently focusing on 
set evaluation points. The new assessment skills are explicit in terms of the questions set 
and candidates would benefit from being prepared in terms of these. 
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Question 1 (a) (i)
Candidates responses were varied in terms of the range of terminology applied to the frontal 
lobe. Many candidates were able to access the mark in terms of their answer; however some 
candidates were totally unaware of the different lobes of the brain offering different brain 
areas as an alternative. 

This response gained 1 mark overall.

The candidate is awarded 1 mark for a clear identification of this 
part of the brain.

Examiner Comments

This response gained 0 marks.

The candidate is awarded 0 mark for a wrong identification of 
this part of the brain.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (a) (ii)
Candidates’ responses were varied in terms of the range of terminology applied to the 
parietal lobe. Many candidates were able to access the mark in terms of their answer; 
however some candidates were totally unaware of the different lobes of the brain offering 
different brain areas as an alternative. A few candidates confused this lobe of the brain with 
the occipital lobe which was not credible. Some candidates left this answer blank. 

This response gained 1 mark overall.

The candidate is awarded 1 mark for a clear identification of this 
part of the brain.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (a) (iii)
Candidates’ responses were varied in terms of the range of terminology applied to the 
temporal lobe. Many candidates were able to access the mark in terms of their answer; 
however some candidates were totally unaware of the different lobes of the brain offering 
different brain areas as an alternative. Some candidates left this answer blank.

This response gained 0 marks.

The candidate is awarded 0 mark for a wrong identification of 
this part of the brain.

Examiner Comments

This response gained 1 mark overall.

The candidate is awarded 1 mark for a clear identification of this 
part of the brain.

Examiner Comments
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Question 1 (b)
Candidates produced a variety of responses mostly focusing on weaknesses; however there 
was some confusion in candidate answers in the differences between MRI, fMRI, PET and 
CAT scanning techniques. This resulted in candidates referencing weaknesses focusing 
on invasive injections or the danger of radiation being emitted which were not credible. 
Candidates commented on a variety of weakness areas with the most popular referring 
to the claustrophobic environment causing distress and the magnetic field disrupting 
pacemakers with the potential of causing harm. 

At times candidates’ answers were fully developed providing a thorough A01 identification of 
the weakness followed by clear justification of it, which resulted in 2 marks being awarded. 
A significant number of candidates were able to grasp the A01 mark for the identification of 
the weakness of the fMRI scan however justification was not expanded indicating a lack of 
understanding on the part of candidates. This meant that candidates could not be awarded 
the A03 mark as their answers did not have the elaboration to explain why it was an actual 
weakness. 

This response gained 2 marks overall.

The candidate has clearly identified two 
separate weaknesses. The first weakness refers 
to a problem those with pacemakers may 
have if they use the scan which gains an A01 
mark, however there is no justification of this 
weakness so the A03 mark cannot be given. In 
weakness two the candidate makes the same 
mistake with the A03. There is an identification 
of a relevant weakness to fMRI scanning 
techniques but there is no justification of why it 
is a weakness, so again an A01 mark can only 
be awarded. 

Examiner Comments

It is important that candidates fully justify 
their weaknesses in order to be able to 
have access to the second mark in a 
question like this.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a)
Candidates for this question provided a mixture of answers that were awarded marks 
accordingly. Some candidates provided a hypothesis which did not meet the requirements 
of the question as it states that a null-hypothesis is needed. Some candidates failed to 
realise that the null hypotheses needed to be correlational and provided an experimental 
null hypothesis or variations; indicating “difference” or “effect” - some form of causative 
statement. Marks were awarded according to the elements of the hypotheses for example 
stating “no relationship” and operationalising one or more of the variables. A significant 
number of responses from candidates were accurate and well operationalised showing 
knowledge of a null hypothesis and correlational variables. Candidates would have benefitted 
from ensuring that all parts of the hypothesis were fully operationalised for example using 
“average temperature (in degrees Celsius)” instead of “environmental temperature”. 

The response gained 2 marks overall.

The candidate provides a null hypothesis by suggesting “no” 
and the “relationship” reference indicates a correlational format 
for the first mark. The second mark comes from operationalising 
the variables - especially, “average temperature (degrees 
Celsius)”. This candidate is clearly confident in hypothesis 
writing and can identify which type of hypothesis was needed 
from the stimulus provided. 

Examiner Comments

Centres would benefit from encouraging candidates to 
always operationalise variables within a hypothesis, 
this will ensure accuracy across their answer.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (b) (c)

b. The majority of candidates were able to recognise that the graph required for this 
question was a scattergraph. For 3 marks candidates had to state an appropriate title. The 
quality of titles produced by candidates varied, those who scored the mark were able to 
accurately state a title that at least had one of the variables operationalised, for example 
“number of aggressive incidents”. A significant number of candidates were able to do this; 
however some titles were brief resulting in the loss of the mark. Few candidates actually 
mentioned “scattergraph” in their titles. A second mark was awarded for labelling the axes 
correctly, this like the title varied with some well-detailed axes from most candidates. The 
final mark was for the correct plotting of the data, some candidates found this difficult, at 
times plotting incorrectly. 

Not all candidates made use of the graph paper and instead plotted their graph is one small 
area, this is not recommended as it makes plotting the data difficult for the candidate. A few 
candidates did not attempt this question at all and some provided bar or line graphs which 
were not credible. 

c. Most candidates recognised that there was no correlation shown; although a number of 
candidates did try drawing an attempt at a line of best fit on the graph and suggested either 
a positive or negative correlation depending on where they decided to place the line. 
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The response for part (b) gained 3 marks.

The response for part (c) gained 1 mark.

The candidate produces an accurate title which is fully 
operationalised in terms of the type of variables that the plots 
on the graph are showing. The graph plots are correct in 
addition to the axes which are correctly drawn and labelled. 
The candidate correctly identifies for part c that there is “no 
relationship” between the data. 

Examiner Comments
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The response for part (b) gained 1 mark.The 
response for part (c) gained 1 mark.

The candidate produces an accurate title which is 
partially operationalised in terms of the “number 
of aggressive incidents”. The graph plots are 
incorrectly drawn in addition to the axes which are 
incorrectly labelled.

The candidate correctly identifies for part c that 
there is “no relationship” between the data. 

Examiner Comments

Candidates would benefit from identifying 
the type of graph they are drawing in 
addition to fully operationalising their titles. 
When plotting data candidates must be 
accurate using the graph paper to ensure 
they match up the number on the axes 
to the actual plotted data. In addition 
axes should be accurately numbered and 
labelled.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (d)
Candidates who were prepared for this type of question answered it very well, successfully 
providing the calculations needed for 4 marks. The completion of columns D and D² was 
completed correctly by many candidates, although inaccuracies in calculations meant 
candidates lost marks later in their answers. A significant number of candidates did not 
attempt this question and centres would be advised to ensure that candidates spend time 
learning this type of question as it is a clear mathematical expectation of the specification. 

The response gained 4 marks overall. 

The candidate clearly works through the equation, filling in the 
requirements of D and D² accurately –placing their calculation 
on the table provided. The candidate then works out the next 
part of the equation successfully coming up with their final 
correct answer.

Examiner Comments
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The response gained 2 marks overall.

This was a common answer seen during marking. The candidate 
completed the first two steps required for this question of the 
calculation for Spearman’s rank correlation coefficient and was 
awarded accordingly. 

Examiner Comments

Centres need to ensure that candidates are fully 
prepared for all elements of the specification, especially 
the more difficult statistics tests like the Spearman’s’ 
rank correlation coefficient. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (e)
Many candidates were able to grasp the A01 mark for identifying a strength and weakness 
of a correlational research method. More able answers for the strength tended to focus 
around correlations showing a relationship between two variables that was not expected 
which could then be developed into future experimental research on an area in biological 
approach. Weaknesses that scored highly focused on a lack of cause and effect or reference 
to individual differences not being controlled for. For many answers there was a lack of 
elaboration for the A03 skill which meant that candidates received only partial marks. 
This may suggest that candidates were unsure of what to write and may have been less 
comfortable in their knowledge of correlational research methodology. A few candidates 
transferred a strength being cause and effect and clearly they did not know the method 
asked for in this question. Attempts by many candidates to direct their answers to the 
biological approach were successful and well developed in their justification of the strength 
and weakness. Weaknesses generally proved to be more accurately answered than the 
strengths of the correlational research method. There was a tendency for some candidates 
to describe the correlational research method without any reference to evaluative elements, 
therefore no marks were awarded. 

The response gained 1 mark overall.

The strength identified is not correct so gains 0 marks. 
The weakness identifies the cause and effect issue with the 
correlational research method but the candidate does not go 
on to elaborate their answer in terms of a justification so is 
awarded 1 mark overall. 

Examiner Comments
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The response gained 3 marks overall.The candidate identifies 
a correct strength in the form of the correlational research 
method showing a relationship between two variables that could 
influence future research being carried out; the second point is 
not fully justified for a second mark. So the strength scores 1 
mark. 

The candidate identifies a cause and effect weakness with 
the correlational research method and makes an attempt at 
justification with reference to another variable which was 
enough to score the second mark. The weakness therefore 
scores 2 marks. 

Examiner Comments

Candidates would benefit from additional skill work 
on justification of strengths and weakness of the 
correlational research method. This could then be 
transferred across other key methodology on the 
specification. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 3
A few candidates produced accurate and well developed answers centred on assessing how 
far evolutionary theory and natural selection can explain aggression. These answers focused 
on theory elements of survival of the fittest, EEA, mate selection and protection. In addition 
these answers were developed with competing arguments on hormones, brain structure and 
social learning theory as alternative explanations of aggressive behaviour; supported with 
evidence. 

Many candidates could not produce a balance in their arguments which resulted in limited 
access to higher levels. Some candidates focused on describing and evaluating evolution 
and natural selection as an explanation of human behaviour instead of as an explanation 
of aggression. Few candidates went on to develop the concept of the hereditary process 
of continuation of adaptive genes shaping future generations and where they did; very 
few did so using appropriate technical terminology. Others wrote basic descriptions before 
attempting an evaluation, comparing their answers with one or two other explanations of 
aggression; quite often leaving their evolutionary and natural selection descriptions in a 
basic format. 

Many candidates did not attempt A03 at all, quite often providing answers for “describing 
how evolution and natural selection can be used to explain aggression” instead of an 
“assess” answer. A few candidates went onto discuss “GRAVE” in their answers, considering 
the reliability etc. of the theory; this is a theory question and aspects of this technique 
do not apply. Candidates would have benefitted from additional evidence from other 
researchers to reinforce theory and elaborate their arguments which would have allowed 
them to access higher level marks. 

As a level based question it is important to note that an A01/A03 response was required 
which needed to show an equal emphasis between knowledge and understanding versus 
assessment and conclusion. Those candidates who scored highly on both skills were able to 
demonstrate accurate and thorough knowledge and understanding of evolution and natural 
selection as an explanation of aggression. This A01 knowledge was displayed in a well-
developed assessment containing logical chains of reasoning throughout the candidates 
answer, not just in the second part. This therefore allowed these candidates to demonstrate 
an awareness of the significance of competing arguments throughout their answer, allowing 
them to provide a balanced judgement. The most able candidates provided answers which 
did not just describe then evaluate the theory but described and evaluated through each 
statement or paragraph the candidate was writing about – this allowed candidates to access 
quickly and efficiently the balanced element of the level banding. 
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The response gained 2 marks overall.

This candidate begins to make reference to evolutionary theory and natural 
selection in the second paragraph and the beginning of paragraph two 
focusing mostly on aggression. The candidate then goes on to reference in 
giraffes which does not relate specifically to what the questions is asking. The 
end paragraph makes an attempt at addressing the question “assess” with 
some evaluative material, however this is limited and generic. The isolated 
elements of knowledge and understanding of evolutionary theory and natural 
selection as an explanation of aggression limits this candidate to Level 1. 
They do not attempt to address what the question is asking in terms of 
supporting evidence, alternative theories or accurately how far evolutionary 
theory and natural selection can actually provide an explanation of 
aggression. The structure of this answer is typical of candidate’s responses; 
describing and then attempting to evaluate the theory which does hinder 
candidate’s answers in attempting to show their awareness of competing 
arguments and showing a balanced judgement.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (a)
Most candidates were able to state one factor that would make a psychological study 
scientific. Some candidates interpreted this question literally and stated one word answers 
for example, “controls”. These answers hinted towards an understanding of what makes 
a psychological study scientific but because of their limited expression the marks could 
not always be awarded. A few candidates did not relate their answer clearly to science for 
example, “the collection of qualitative and quantitative data”. 

The response gained 1 mark overall.

The candidate clearly identifies one factor that 
would make a psychological study scientific. 

Examiner Comments

Candidates should be encouraged to 
elaborate on one word answers in a ‘state’ 
question like this one were a more accurate 
statement of the question is sometimes 
needed for the mark.

Examiner Tip

The response gained 1 mark overall.

The candidate clearly identifies one factor that would 
make a psychological study scientific. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (b)
Quite a few candidates prefaced their answers with “Pavlov (1927)” or “Pavlov’s experiment 
with salivating dogs” but then gave only generic statements with no reference to the 
experiment stated in the question. This means that these candidates were limited in the 
marks available for A02. Some candidates described Pavlov’s procedure and results with no 
justification of whether the study was scientific, so again the marks that could be awarded 
were limited. Some candidates attempted a justification but failed to be concise in what was 
scientific for example, “increased internal validity to ensure it was scientific” or “increased 
reliability which is scientific”. The descriptions of Pavlov's (1927) study varied amongst 
candidates with considerable discrepancies in answers referring to the study not being 
completed in a laboratory or inaccurate elaboration of what happened to the dogs during 
the procedure. There was also an attempt by some candidates to use elements of Pavlov's 
study and suggest they were not scientific which is not what the question implies – for most 
of these answers that were obviously scientific points, to answer them as non-science was 
incorrect. A few candidates correctly identified and applied elements of Pavlov study to a 
clear justification of the scientific status of Pavlov’s study; however these answers were in 
the minority. 

The response gained 4 marks overall.

This candidate is clear in their understanding of the requirements of the question. In the first 
paragraph they provide suitable application to Pavlov’s study in terms of reference to “the dogs 
salivated when they saw food” which the candidate justified as scientific in terms of cause and 
effect. The second paragraph follows a similar pattern with a clear application to Pavlov’s study 
in terms of stating what he kept the same and justifying this in terms of standardised procedure 
and reliability. This candidate has a clear grasp of the knowledge of Pavlov's study and also 
which element to extract and justify in terms of being scientific. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (c)
A number of candidates clearly identified valid improvements to Pavlov’s study with the most 
common referring to a more naturalistic setting for the dogs which increases validity or 
improving generalisability by using humans. These more able candidates who clearly 
understood the question went on to accurately justify the improvement they were 
suggesting – meeting both skill requirements of the question. Many candidates however did 
not fully develop their answers in terms of the justification of their improvement, which 
limited the marks they could be awarded. Some candidates identified valid improvements of 
Pavlov’s study but expressed their answers in terms of criticisms of the study rather than 
suggesting the improvement that could have been made. There seemed to be a lack of 
knowledge shown by some candidates who suggested improvements to the one dog that 
had been used or that different types of dogs should be used; this suggested a lack of full 
understanding and confusion of Pavlov’s (1927) study. A few candidates provided generic 
answers with no application to Pavlov study being referred to in their answer so it was 
difficult to credit as the improvement could have been related to a number of studies 
covered in the course. 

The response gained 2 marks overall.

The candidate states one application to Pavlov’s study in terms 
of the animals being used and justified their answer in terms of 
an accurate improvement of generalisability. 

Examiner Comments
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The response gained 0 marks overall.

The candidate attempts both skill elements within their answer. 
They refer to the breed of dog Pavlov used as the application 
element of this answer which is incorrect and then go on to try 
and justify this in terms of reliability which is again inaccurate. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 5 (a)
The independent variable (IV) was less well answered in this question. Candidates often 
stated a part of an IV that was not developed enough for a mark, for example “schedules 
of reinforcement” or “amounts of food”. The dependent variable (DV) was answered well, 
candidates were generally able to state the correct response. A minority of candidates 
confused the IV and DV which resulted in no marks being awarded. 

Candidates need to ensure that they 
clearly explain the IV and DV in full 
detail.

Examiner Tip

This response gained 2 marks.

The IV is clearly explained with reference to the different 
amounts of food and specific amounts of food. The DV is clearly 
explained as well with reference to time taken to complete the 
maze. 

Examiner Comments

This response gained 1 mark.
The IV is incorrect in that is only partially 
operationalised. The candidate would have 
needed to have made clear reference to 
the two schedules of reinforcement for 
example, variable ratio and fixed ratio in 
addition to the candidates answer to get 
the mark. The DV is correct for 1 mark. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 5 (b)

The majority of candidates attempted this question and answered it quite well. Many 
answers provided a relevant animal ethical description related to care, accommodation, 
feeding and cost-benefits. A few candidates referred to human guidelines of consent or 
debriefing and attempted to apply them to animals. Those candidates who understood the 
animal ethical requirements of this question then went on to apply their ethical issue to 
Zaid’s study. 

Many candidates attempted this well, although some struggled with fully justifying their 
ethical issue in the context of the study for a second mark. There was a number of emotive 
animal rights type responses which did not receive credit – this would suggest that not 
all candidates have a completely sound knowledge and understanding of what the animal 
ethical guidelines are. 

This response gained 2 marks.

 The candidate clearly describes a relevant animal ethical issue 
in terms of the care that would be needed to be provided for the 
animal. They then go onto apply the care ethical issue to the Zaid 
scenario in terms of what he would need to do to ensure he acquired 
a home office licence. 

Examiner Comments



GCE Psychology 8PS0 02 25

This response gained 0 marks overall.

The candidate has confused animal ethical 
guidelines with those used with humans, therefore 
gaining 0 marks.

Examiner Comments

It is important that candidates are fully aware of the 
differences between animal and human ethics. In terms 
of animal ethics they need to be accurate and factual 
which would allow candidates to answer questions with 
the correct knowledge.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5 (c)
The majority of candidates were able to identify and justify at least one relevant weakness 
of using animals in psychological research. The most common weakness referred to 
problems of generalisability to humans which candidates often justified in terms of 
structure/genetics/cognitive processes. These were generally of a very high standard. When 
the weaknesses were done well and fully justified candidates were awarded the 2 marks; 
however the justification for some of these candidates were not developed enough for the 
second mark. There were a significant number of candidates who wrote about it “being 
unethical to harm animals/we should protect animals not hurt them” arguments – a clear 
misunderstanding of ethics.

 This response gained 2 marks overall.

The first weakness scores 0 marks in terms of its inaccuracy 
to animal ethics and lack of justification in terms of a relevant 
animal weakness. The second weakness scores 2 marks, the 
candidate clearly identifies a relevant weakness in terms of 
their knowledge of genetic differences between animals and 
humans which they then go on to justify in terms of a lack of 
generalisability; a well-developed and relevant weakness. 

Examiner Comments
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This response gained 1 mark overall.

The second weakness identifies the issue claiming 
generalisability being a problem of animal research to humans, 
however the candidate does not suggest what is different about 
the two groups to ensure that they are awarded the knowledge 
mark. The candidate would need to have suggested a cognitive/
structure or equivalent difference to gain the second mark. The 
first weakness is incorrect in terms of physical harm making an 
experiment unethical, a clear lack of understanding of animal 
ethics.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6 (a)
Some candidates were fully aware of the skill requirements of this question, producing four 
clear and relevant areas from operant conditioning in the context of the Jack scenario; there 
were very few of these full mark answers. Answers were generally limited in terms of only 
two to three links to operant conditioning which does seem to indicate the candidates did 
not fully grasp the requirements of the question to gain the full 4 marks. The majority of 
candidates were able to suggest an application of operant conditioning through “rewards” 
to the Jack’s scenario. Punishment and positive rewards were very popular with applied 
examples generally embedded well within candidate’s responses. 

There was some confusion between punishment and negative reinforcement within 
candidates answers which did limit the marks they could achieve. Some candidates used 
operant conditioning terminology without application which led to generic responses being 
produced. 

This response gained 2 marks overall.

The first point about positive reinforcement is a credible point from 
operant conditioning and is applied to Jack through the reference with 
rewarding him with sweets; which gets the first mark. The second 
mark is for punishment, again another aspect of operant conditioning 
applied to Jack being told off. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 6 (b)

Some candidates produced strong answers by clearly providing accurate knowledge from 
one of the two Bandura studies asked for in the question. These candidates then applied this 
knowledge accurately to the Jack scenario gaining the second mark. A significant number 
of candidates referred to social learning theory in their answers which is not what the 
question referred to, it asked for knowledge from one of the two Bandura studies specified 
and not general social learning theory material. The majority of these candidates then did 
successfully go on to apply this general knowledge to Jack in the scenario. This meant that 
candidates were generally getting the A02 mark for their application to the scenario but 
were not accurately referring to knowledge within the Bandura studies to support their 
application. This may also have highlighted an issue with some candidates being unsure of 
the content of some of their studies or it may have been their general confusion between 
the Bandura studies. This may have been why some candidates referred to vicarious 
reinforcement in their answers. There were a few candidates who referred to rewards/
positive reinforcement within both elements of their answer which was not credible.

This response gained 2 marks overall.

This candidate refers clearly to Bandura’s study in terms of 
same-sex role model and applies it accurately to Jack observing 
and imitating his father. This was generally the most common 
answer provided by candidates for this question. 

Examiner Comments
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This response gained 1 mark overall.

This candidate uses social learning theory for knowledge to 
apply to Jack which is not what the question asks. They achieve 
1 mark for application for Jack imitating the role model which is 
a clear attempt at applying knowledge to the scenario. 

Examiner Comments

Candidates would have benefitted from clearly using 
information from the studies stated in the question and 
knowing these studies thoroughly for the examination.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7
Most candidates provided a good description of systematic desensitisation showing some 
knowledge and understanding of it as a treatment for phobias. More able candidates 
referenced in descriptions of creating and working through a hierarchy in addition to aspects 
of reciprocal inhibition, amongst other areas. There was some omission in candidate answers 
of the relaxation technique that systematic desensitisation as a treatment involves therefore 
restricting candidates in relation to the level they could achieve. 

The evaluative element of answers tended to be more generic, with the majority of 
candidates firstly describing the treatment and then evaluating it, thus making access to 
fluid and balanced arguments more challenging. While candidates knowledge was generally 
very good in describing it was unnecessary content that was often not creditable. More able 
answers provided accurate comparisons with flooding and some research evidence, although 
somewhat limited at times in their effectiveness as a treatment of phobias. Some candidates 
provided cost and time as evaluative points but failed to develop these further in terms of 
detail or as an accurate comparison to other treatments. A few candidates provided answers 
which evaluated Capafon’s study and not systematic desensitisation as a treatment of 
phobias using the “GRAVE” technique, this is not what the question asked for. 

As a level based question it is important to note that an AO1/AO3 response was required 
which needed to show an equal emphasis between knowledge and understanding versus 
evaluation and conclusion. Those candidates who scored highly on both skills were able 
to demonstrate accurate and thorough knowledge and understanding of systematic 
desensitisation as a treatment of phobias. This AO1 knowledge was displayed with a 
logical evaluation throughout their answers, not just in the second-half. This, therefore, 
allowed candidates to demonstrate logical chains of reasoning throughout, displaying an 
awareness of competing arguments with a balanced conclusion. The most able candidates 
provided answers which did not just describe then evaluate the treatment but described 
and evaluated through each statement or paragraph the candidate was writing about – 
this allowed candidates to access quickly and efficiently the logical chains of reasoning 
throughout their answer which then usually presented itself in a balanced conclusion.
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This response gained 6 marks overall.

The candidate begins with a description of systematic 
desensitisation as a treatment of phobias. They refer to 
reciprocal inhibition, a hierarchy and implicit reference to 
relaxation within their answer. This demonstrates that the 
candidate has generally accurate knowledge of systematic 
desensitisation as a treatment of phobias. They do not provide 
enough depth for Level 4 in their knowledge and understanding 
of the treatment. The candidate then goes on to evaluate their 
response with reference to Capafon’s study, although limited 
in application; comparison with flooding in addition to other 
competing arguments. At times some evaluative statements do 
not explicitly develop systematic desensitisation as a treatment 
of phobias, leading to an imbalanced conclusion. 

Examiner Comments
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Question 8
Candidates answered this question quite well as it naturally led them into incorporating A03 
aspects into their answers by the nature of how it was phrased. Candidates’ use of implicit 
conclusions added to their focus on the question, ensuring that they were actually answering 
the question and not providing repetitive, generic psychological theory. Many candidates 
focused on the “ease of stopping” part of the question, suggesting operant conditioning 
rewards and aversion therapy versus the biology of addiction. Candidates referred less to 
the “choice” part of the question, more able answers explained how social learning theory 
and role models related to this aspect but few found it easy to express how this related to 
the biological approach. The use of research evidence to support candidate answers was 
limited to Bandura’s ideas of role models and occasionally Raine et al for biological; however 
this was not always explicitly linked to drug addiction. Less able candidate answers repeated 
knowledge about how a person started drug taking and then would superficially link this to 
simply repeating the question. 

There was also a wide range of length of answers with some candidates writing just over a 
page whilst others used all the space provided and more. Although it is about the quality 
and not quantity of candidates writing, this was an initial indicator that the content and 
assessment was lacking in some answers.

As a level based question it is important to note that an A01/A03 response was required 
which needed to show an equal emphasis between knowledge and understanding versus 
judgement and conclusion. Those candidates who scored highly on both skills were able to 
demonstrate accurate and thorough knowledge and understanding of the extent to which 
learning and biological approaches agreed with the statement that taking recreational drugs 
is purely a choice and to stop taking drugs is easy. This A01 knowledge was displayed with 
logical chains of reasoning throughout their answers, not just in the second-half. This, 
therefore, allowed these candidates to demonstrate an awareness of competing arguments 
throughout their answer, enabling them to provide a balanced response. The most able 
candidates provided answers which did not just describe then evaluate what was being 
asked of the question but described and evaluated through each statement or paragraph the 
candidate was writing about – this allowed candidates to access quickly and efficiently the 
balanced judgement/decision element of the level banding. 
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This response gained 4 marks overall.

The candidate demonstrates some accurate knowledge and 
understanding of recreational drug addiction and relates this 
to the question quite well. The use of technical terminology 
of drug addiction is limited in terms of the changes the brain 
and reward pathway go through to ensure that giving up 
drugs is not an easy choice. The candidate attempts to refer 
to dopamine but does not develop this neurotransmitter any 
further in their answer. The candidate then refers to classical 
conditioning as an explanation of learning showing that drugs 
are easy to stop, their answer is limited for this area in terms 
of what the question asks. There is a partially coherent chain of 
reasoning in the candidates answer and from what they have 
suggested there is a judgement being made, however there is 
an imbalance in addition to a lack of evidence, understanding 
and accuracy throughout.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

•	 When asked to do so candidates need to refer their answers to the stimulus material 
provided in the question, this will allow them to provide an answer that reflects what the 
question is asking for. 

•	 When evaluating a theory candidates must provide accurate knowledge of the point they 
are evaluating and fully justify their answer. Limitations of both will result in a reduction 
in marks for whatever skill is being assessed. 

•	 Candidates need to pay close attention to the level bands in terms of structuring their 
answers so that they maximise the time they have with what they know. A balance/
judgement/reasoned chain of arguments do not have to fall into the structure of A01 
describe and A03 evaluation – both skills can be used together throughout the essay. 
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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