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Introduction

This was a welcome return to a full examination process following the impact of the 
pandemic over the last few years. To help students manage their exam preparation, 
Advance Information (AI) was released to centers in February, giving students guidance 
about the topics for which they should focus their revision. It was particularly heartening to 
note how well prepared most candidates were for this examination. Many of the responses 
made clear that candidates had developed an outstanding knowledge and understanding of 
the specification content and were able to demonstrate all of the associated skills which led 
to the construction of some truly impressive work.

It is worth noting that the longer 30-mark questions are, of course, marked using three 
distinct Assessment Objectives. Whilst AO1 knowledge and understanding was typically very 
strong, as was AO2 which covers not just comparative, though that's a focus on Paper 3 
more than elsewhere, AO3 could still be a challenge for some candidates. There were some 
truly outstanding examples of fully relevant and sustained evaluation of political 
information, constructing fully effective arguments and judgments, which were consistently 
substantiated leading to fully focused and justified conclusions. Equally there were 
numerous candidates who found that the level that they achieved in AO1 and AO2 was not 
matched by their AO3 and this AO is, of course, worth a third of the best-fit mark.

We acknowledge that we received a number of queries about the complexity of the three 
essay questions in Section C. Students rose to the challenge and performance across all 
three questions in the section was impressive, with students clearly able to demonstrate 
their ability and talent in their responses. Stronger responses were more likely to cover all 
identified elements in each of the questions, but students who didn’t, still had the 
opportunity to demonstrate strong knowledge, analysis and evaluation in their responses. 
Nevertheless, the concerns raised by teachers about the complexity of these questions was 
noted by the senior examining team, and due consideration to this was therefore given 
during the awarding of grade boundaries on this paper.

The sitting of the A level Politics examination in 2022 was only the second full running of a 
summer series since the new specification was first examined in 2019. Although resit papers 
were sat in November 2020 and November 2021, the entries for these were very small (less 
than 100), and we therefore did not receive the usual feedback on the level of demand of 
those papers. After every full series, we review how our papers have performed to 
understand what adjustments may be required for future series; in light of feedback from 
teachers about this summer’s papers, we will take additional care in our review process this 
autumn.
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Question 1  (a)

This was the less popular of the options in section A, although there were still a significant 
number of candidates who chose to tackle this question. The question worked well in 
providing a full range of responses.

Stronger responses tended to tackle both institutions in parallel as they set out the 
similarities between the G7 and the G20. Unfortunately, a small number of candidates 
seemed to miss the reference to similarities and instead focussed on simply describing the 
two institutions or even focussing on their differences exclusively. Stronger responses also 
noted the emphasis on similarities in terms of membership, purpose and effectiveness as 
well as tackling impact on global politics. There were some excellent examples used in 
development of the points raised.
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This response has a clear focus on the command elements in the question, covering 
similarities in terms of membership, purpose and effectiveness before turning to impact. 
This absolute focus on the question is a clear strength.
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The response covers membership in some level of detail before 
turning to purpose and then effectiveness with examples used in 
support of assertions made. The response concludes with commentary 
on similarities in impact, whether that be effective or ineffective.
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Clear reference to the wording of the question ensures that a response 
remains relevant.
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Question 1  (b)

This was the more popular of the options in this section of the paper.

The question worked well as there was clear differentiation between candidates based on 
knowledge and understanding as well as analysis. A few candidates stated the characteristics 
of democratic states and then autocratic states with no real attempt to highlight and explore 
the differences and a few candidates failed to tackle the second element of the question 
relating to consequences for global order, but generally this question was tackled well. 
Stronger responses were often able to provide, and explain, clear examples as part of their 
analysis.

This question focussed on differences between democratic and autocratic states. Some 
candidates took the approach of outlining characteristics of a democratic state and then 
characteristics of an autocratic state without directly comparing and contrasting.

Stronger responses tended to make clear the differences between the two on a point-by-
point basis. There was also a need to consider their consequences for global order which 
some candidates found to be more challenging.
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This candidate covers clear differences between autocratic and 
democratic states in relation to leadership and form of government as 
well as political participation and examples are used. There is an 
explanation of accountability to the public across both democratic and 
autocratic states. The candidate moves to consequences for global 
order with reference to liberal theory, likelihood of IGO cooperation 
and of conflict.
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Question 2

Many candidates were very well prepared for this question and generally the perspectives on 
human nature were clearly explained.

Some excellent examples were used to develop the link between human nature and the 
actions of states. The different perspectives on power were less of a focus for some 
candidates who seemed more comfortable focussing on human nature.

The guidelines for this question on the mark scheme make clear that candidates who do not 
make any synoptic points cannot achieve Level 4 and are consequently capped at a mark of 9 
which is the top of Level 3. The core ideas and principles of Conservatism and how they 
relate to human nature were the most used gateway to synoptic content and to the higher 
marks although, of course, synoptic content is no guarantee of access to Level 4 without 
sufficient wider knowledge, understanding and analysis linked to the particular question.
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This is a wide ranging response which covers both human nature and power and includes 
synoptic points which would consequently allow it to access Level 4 as long as the AO1 and 
AO2 warranted this.
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The script references one of the key thinkers, Hobbes, whilst explaining 
the Realist perspective on human nature and explains the implications 
of this. This is in contrast to the Liberal perspective which is also 
outlined with a degree of clarity. Political commentators are used to 
explain and to illustrate the points made, including on power 
perspectives. Examples are used for illustration.

Political commentators can be used very effectively, where relevant, in 
order to support points made.
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Question 3  (a)

This was the least popular of the questions in the section but it is worth highlighting that 
there was very little difference in the popularity of the three options in Section C. 
Performance across all three questions in the section was impressive with candidates clearly 
able to demonstrate their ability and talent in their responses.

It was interesting to note that most candidates ultimately agreed with the statement that a 
trend away from globalisation and regionalism would place greater emphasis on state 
sovereignty and thus hinder the promotion of human rights. Some candidates chose to 
focus primarily on globalisation rather than regionalism when assessing sovereignty and 
human rights whilst others made regionalism their focus. Both approaches were able to 
find a route to accessing the very highest marks. Stronger responses were more likely to 
cover all identified elements but candidates who didn’t, still had the opportunity to 
demonstrate strong knowledge, analysis and evaluation in their responses.

Many candidates were able to assess the value of each distinct type of globalisation in 
impacting upon state sovereignty and even in strengthening state sovereignty, related to 
the question. There were some excellent examples used in support of both views. The 
impact of regionalism on state sovereignty and the consequent impact on human rights was 
also covered very well by numerous candidates with many examples of human rights being 
both strengthened and weakened by a shift in regionalism as well as globalisation.
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This is a wide ranging response which sets out a clear view in the introduction, even if this 
view is challenged and analysed at points throughout the response.
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There is a clear introduction in support of the assertion in the title of 
the question.

The response opens with a discussion on regionalism including EU 
supranationalism and the widening and deepening of integration with 
pooling of sovereignty as well as binding treaties. The impact of the 
Social Chapter and rights for workers is covered with the consequent 
impact on sovereignty and impact on human rights if eroded or 
removed. It is, of course, the ECHR rather than ECJ which impacts on 
Rwanda flights and there is commentary on Turkey and application to 
join the EU impacted by human rights record. The argument is made 
that sovereignty is still significant and does impact on human rights 
even with regionalism and examples are provided. There is a reference 
to ASEAN and to the Realist perspective on sovereignty even in an era 
of regional bodies.

There is discussion of the impact of globalisation and speculation as to 
the impact of erosion of globalisation. There is an interesting argument 
that cultural globalisation can lead to a backlash which reinforces 
sovereignty with examples provided. NGOs are referenced and their 
impact is discussed with use of human rights examples. The operation 
of major powers who appear to be able to ignore human rights 
standards is relevant to the response and examples are provided. The 
globalisation sceptic argument is represented as is the complex 
interdependence view and the hyper globalisation perspective 
including the impact of R2P.

An introduction, which is able to clearly set out the direction of a 
response, is a real strength.
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Question 3  (b)

This was the second most popular of the optional questions in the section.

A broad range of responses were provided including some outstanding responses at the top 
of the highest level. As with the other questions in this section, candidates were given the 
opportunity to bring together different parts of the specification in consideration of the 
question asked. The broad nature of the question opened up a wide body of knowledge for 
reference and contributed to supporting candidates in demonstrating the knowledge, 
understanding, skills of analysis and evaluation required to access all levels of the mark 
scheme.

Again, some candidates chose to do this with a focus on a particular element in the question. 
For example, some candidates chose to focus on inequalities within countries and some 
chose to focus on inequalities between countries when contrasting with the actions of 
particular countries and political institutions. Many candidates focussed on the particular 
actions of the USA and/or China, but other countries were used very effectively in developing 
argument. Some candidates chose to focus on the actions of the IPCC whilst others chose to 
focus on the UNFCCC and particular summits including Rio, Kyoto, Copenhagen, Paris and 
Glasgow.
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Knowledge and analysis are the real strengths of this response.
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There is a weighing up of different perspectives in the introduction 
which gives us a taste of where the rest of the essay is likely to go. The 
introduction references the inequalities and actions of states debate 
with a nod also to the Deep and Shallow ecologist perspectives.

The response covers disagreements between developed and 
developing countries over responsibility with particular reference to 
India, China and the United States. This includes the measurement per 
capita debate and disagreement. The candidate references Rio, 
Copenhagen, Paris etc and the targets set within these conferences. 
There is a reference to the Deep vs Shallow ecologist debate and an 
explanation of Realism and what it may tell us about the likelihood of 
state action. The candidate considers the Liberal complex 
interdependence perspective and then the actions of political 
institutions. There is an attempt to bring all of the different 
perspectives and viewpoints together in the conclusion.

Candidates would be advised to remember that AO3 needn't be 
reserved for a final conclusion but that AO1, AO2 and AO3 would 
ideally be present throughout a response.

32GCE Politics 9PL0 3B



Question 3 (c)

This question was marginally the most popular question in this section.

Once more, there was a pleasing range of marks with clear differentiation. Most candidates 
decided to use the examples of conflict, poverty, human rights and the environment when 
considering the impact on contemporary global issues. Many candidates were able to 
construct particularly impressive responses without accessing the full range of the above 
listed contemporary global issues and alternative valid discussion was also, of course, 
credited. The European Union tended to be the focus of attention when considering regional 
bodies, but there was a good range of other regional bodies used both to highlight the 
strengths and also weaknesses of regional bodies in impacting on contemporary global 
issues. Many candidates decided to discuss the Bretton Woods institutions as a collective but 
a sizeable number of candidates decided to focus on the impact of the IMF, World Bank and 
WTO individually, often with a focus on one institution. The vast majority of, but not all, 
candidates recognised that the word "impact" was central to exploring and considering the 
question.
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This response covers a decent range of contemporary global issues which are clearly 
signposted. There is a clear focus on the question throughout.
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The introduction provides a degree of balance by explaining that both 
have an impact but in different areas with regional bodies impacting 
more, in their view, on human rights and the Bretton Woods bodies 
having more of an impact on poverty and conflict. There is discussion 
relating to EU support for the ICC and links to the EHCR as well as 
connection to the ECJ with supranational power.

Human rights are considered with an explanation of the link to human 
rights through EU membership and to the ECHR in contrast with the 
World Bank which has less concern for good governance. There are 
detailed examples given. The candidate compares and contrasts 
regional bodies with the Bretton Woods Institutions (BWI). They also 
consider degrees of impact between different regional bodies 
including the EU and ASEAN. as well as NAFTA and there is discussion 
relating to NATO.

The section on conflict considers tensions between Russia and the EU 
and NATO with a suggestion that regionalism can contribute towards 
conflict as well as attempt to reduce it. The BWI are also considered in 
relation to conflict with the point made that the BWI operate on a 
global scale.

Poverty is considered with the view that the BWI seek to reduce 
poverty globally. Regional bodies provide benefit but not globally. and 
there are tensions caused by regional body policies like the CAP. BWI 
impact on poverty including support for individual countries and 
during global recession are discussed.

The conclusion is rather brief, but there has been a relevance and 
focus throughout the response with AOs covered throughout in 
different areas.

This candidate clearly attempted to cover a range of contemporary 
global issues which they decided should include human rights, conflict 
and poverty.

40GCE Politics 9PL0 3B



Paper Summary

Given the disruption of the last few years, caused by the pandemic, it was very pleasing to 
note the quality of much of the work produced in examination conditions by candidates.

Stronger responses tended to focus carefully on the phrasing of the questions, often 
making repeated references to the title as they analysed and evaluated.
Section A questions, the initial 12-mark questions, will assess AO1 and AO2 and candidates 
need to be prepared to provide both knowledge and analysis in their responses.
Section B, the compulsory 12-mark question, will also assess AO1 and AO2 and again 
candidates need to be prepared to provide both knowledge and analysis in their 
responses. It is worth remembering that candidates who do not make any synoptic points 
cannot achieve Level 4.
Section C questions are usually the most challenging for candidates. They cover three 
assessment objectives and development of the skills of evaluation can be a challenge for 
some candidates.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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