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Introduction  

This cohort had been awarded GCSE grades using contingency arrangements prior 

to engaging in the programme of study for this unit and the overall standard of 

responses in 8PL0_02 was broadly in line with expectations. Many candidates used 

up-to-date examples to illustrate their points, showing excellent levels of knowledge 

and understanding, and analytical and evaluative skills.  

However, there were some examples of candidates misunderstanding or 

misinterpreting questions, or not addressing the specific question set, and some 

cases of candidates using outdated examples. A small minority of candidates opted 

not to answer all the questions required, and this should be strongly discouraged. 

Therefore, an important discriminator was the extent to which candidates focused on 

the specific question set. It remains good advice to candidates preparing for exams 

to spend sufficient time in the exam thinking about the questions they intend to 

answer, identifying the key words or terms and, for essays, making a short plan 

before starting to answer the question. 

 

Question 1a 

This was the most popular of the two questions in this section. Some candidates 

took the approach of describing the various powers of the Scottish Parliament, one 

by one, and some took the approach of describing legislative, administrative, and 

financial devolution. Both approaches were rewarded. A significant number of 

candidates used outdated information on examples such as the tax varying powers 

of the Scottish Parliament. 

Two ERA scripts: 



 



 

Examiner comment 

This response covers three key areas, (transport, education and health), with 
relevant illustration of each. This achieved a high Level 3 mark. 
 



 



 

Examiner comment 

This answer takes a different approach, outlining the legislative, administrative and 

financial powers devolved to Scotland. Although it loses some focus at the end it 

also achieved a high Level 3 mark. 

 

Question 1b 

Although less popular than Q1a, around a third of candidates answered this 

question. Many candidates were able to describe several key features of statute law, 

with some exemplification. A few candidates were less clear, e.g., suggesting that 

statute law is entrenched, or not being clear about what distinguishes statute law 

from, for example, common law or conventions. 

Two ERA scripts: 



 



 

Examiner comment 

Three key areas are covered in this response: that statute law is superior; that it 
cannot be overruled by any other body; and then describing the parliamentary 
process bills go through before becoming statutes. This achieved a high Level 3 
mark.  
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 



Examiner comment 

This response also describes three features of statute law: that it is passed by 

parliament; that it is the main source of our constitution; and that it cannot be 

repealed by any other bodies but parliament. This also achieved a high Level 3 

mark. 

 

Question 2 

Most candidates were able to use the source to explain the significance of 

parliamentary privilege. Stronger responses were able to directly address its 

importance to the work of parliament, and some gave relevant examples from their 

own knowledge to improve their answers. A minority of candidates provided 

information from outside the source that was not linked to the source, which could 

not be credited, or drew mistaken conclusions from the source. Candidates do not 

receive any credit for evaluation on this question as they can only be awarded for 

Assessment Objectives 1 and 2. 

ERA script: 



 



 

Examiner comment 

This response uses the source very effectively and refers back to the question. Each 

paragraph addresses a relevant point with explanation and illustration. The example 

of the Liberal Democrat MP reading out a list of Russian oligarchs in Parliament is 

relevant, but it is not needed to achieve the high Level 3 mark that this response was 

awarded. 

 

Question 3 

It was pleasing to see that the majority of candidates appeared to be well prepared 

to address similarities as well as differences between the two sources. Most 

candidates were able to identify key areas where the sources were shown to agree 

or disagree and to base their argument on these. Stronger answers made mini 

evaluations as they went along and had a clear conclusion, based on the sources, 

which addressed the question. A very few candidates ignored the sources altogether 

or did not attempt any overall evaluation of whether or not the cabinet is the most 

important decision-making body. 



ERA script 

 



 

Examiner comment 

This response addresses both similarities and differences between the two sources. 

There is also a clear line of argument running through the response, leading the 

candidate to conclude that the cabinet is not the most important decision-making 

body. This response achieved a high Level 3 mark. 

Question 4a 

This was the more popular of the two questions in this section. Stronger responses 

directly addressed the ‘since 2010’ part of the question, explaining the importance of 

the Wright Reforms with regard to select committees and the Backbench Business 

Committee. Stronger responses tended to use mini evaluations as they went along, 

leading to a clear and reasoned conclusion at the end of their answers. Stronger 

responses also referred to the Lords as well as the Commons. A significant majority 

of answers included at least one synoptic point, as required by the question rubric. 

However, a significant number of candidates conflated a parliamentary vote of no 

confidence in the government with the Conservative parliamentary party’s vote of no 

confidence in their leader.  

ERA script: 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Examiner comment 

This response addresses the question, including the 2010 aspect, and refers to a 

number of mechanisms, such as select committees (which is covered in some 

detail), PMQs and the Backbench Business Committee. There is a clear line of 

argument throughout the answer. The response has synoptic links, FPTP and social 

media, although there is more coverage of social media than required. The Lords is 



not covered in the response, and the second chamber should be included in answers 

on the effectiveness of Parliament. Overall, this response achieved a high Level 4 

mark. 

 

Question 4b 

Although less popular than the other question in this section, nearly a third of 

candidates attempted this. Stronger responses had a clear focus on the question 

and provided a balanced discussion around a range of relevant areas. A significant 

majority of answers included at least one synoptic point, as required by the question 

rubric. A common misconception was to conflate the European Convention on 

Human Rights with the European Union, and the European Court of Human Rights 

with the European Court of Justice. A few responses lost focus on question and 

considered a general discussion on the arguments for and against membership of 

the European Union. Stronger responses tended to use mini evaluations as they 

went along, leading to a clear and reasoned conclusion at the end of their answers. 

ERA script: 



 



 



 



 



 



 

Examiner comment 

This response attempts to directly answer the question and discusses three key 

areas, with some balance and mini evaluations at the end of each section, leading to 

an overall reasoned conclusion. There is some reference, in passing and not fully 

accurately, to a referendum, which links with Component 1. There is overlap 

between the points made on legal sovereignty, although the candidate does make 

distinct points, with different degrees of development, on the supremacy of EU law, 

the work of parliament and that EU membership had an impact on our constitution. 

Overall, this response achieved a high Level 4 mark. 

  



 

Paper Summary 
 
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following 
advice: 
 

• Time themselves carefully on each question to avoid having to rush any 
answers or miss out answering a question altogether. 

 

• Ensure that answers remain focused on the specific question that has been 
set. For instance, candidates would benefit from reading the question 
carefully, before starting their answers. 

 

• Avoid analysis or evaluation when answering the Section A questions, as this 
is not required and cannot be rewarded. 

 

• When answering question 2, ensure that they only use points from the source 
to answer the question. On the other hand, candidates should avoid simply 
copying out or paraphrasing parts of the source. 

 

• Ensure that they compare and contrast similarities as well as differences in 
question 3 and that they analyse and evaluate the competing points, leading 
to an overall conclusion.  
 

• In general, candidates should be encouraged to evaluate throughout their 
question 3 answers, rather than only at the conclusion. 

 

• Ensure that they follow the rubric in Section C, including the requirement to 
draw on relevant knowledge and understanding of study from Component 1: 
UK Politics. This is a synoptic assessment, requiring candidates to work 
across different parts of the qualification.  

 

• In general candidates should be encouraged to evaluate throughout their 
Section C answers, rather than only at the conclusion.  

 

• Where candidates’ answers are longer than the space provided, they should 
ensure that they use additional answer sheets and clearly signpost this for 
examiners. 
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