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Introduction 
 

The summer of 2022 saw a welcome return for the AS Politics series after 
the disruption of the Covid pandemic and the cancellation of the normal 

sitting of both papers at the end of the academic year. It was clear that 
many Centres and their students were well prepared for the exam and 
displayed a good range of accurate information and insight into the UK’s 

political system. 
 

As with all examinations after the event, and with results published, we look 
back and appreciate both the success of learning and also areas where we 
can improve and develop. 

 
Key findings 

 
• The responses which provided accurate detail and information about 

the current political landscape in the UK attained higher levels of 

reward. 

• There was an improved use and development of the source, which 

shows centres are getting better at identification of good technique, 

including approaches of how to deal with the selected Assessment 

Objectives on Question 2 and Question 3. 

• Essay performance also indicated a better preparation, with the need 

for balance and consideration of competing viewpoints being seen on 

many responses. 

• Areas to work on are providing precise details and getting information 

clear and correct, the questions where this arose will be detailed 

below. 

 

 
 

 
 

Question 1a 
 
A popular question and one upon which students were aware of a manifesto 

and could relate to how it functions. It was common to see comments about 
the Conservative manifesto pledge heralded by Boris Johnson to ‘Get Brexit 

Done!’. Many made wider connections as they compared voters studying 
competing manifestoes as political parties attempted to entice wavering 
voters which party to choose in an election. A significant number were able 

to point out how a successful political party turned its winning manifesto 
into a mandate – which held them to account to carry out their electoral 

promises when in office. It was clear that Centres had prepared their 
students well for this topic 
 

Script 1 
 

 



 

 



 

 
 
Examiner Comment 
 

An excellent response packed full of detail and showing substantial 
knowledge and understanding. It is not necessary to produce so much 

material on a 10-mark question – but this is packed with insight and very 
accurate. A top level 3 response 
 

 



 

Script 2. 
 

 

 
 
Examiner Comment 

 
Moving now to the other end of the level spectrum this is a level 1 
response. It lacks precise detail and is very generic and fails to convince the 

reader that there is a broad understanding of the functions of a manifesto. 
 

 



 

Question 1b 
 

Here many students had little difficulty in describing the outline of what a 
minority government was composed of – often raising the lack of reaching 

enough seats (the magic 326) to be able to form a government. The most 
common example cited was the May government after 2017 and its reliance 
on the DUP after the General election, a few did mention the Labour 

Minority government from February 1974, not that examples are essential 
but they can illustrate knowledge in responses which rely exclusively on 

AO1. 
 
However, after a good start many students then veered off and confused a 

minority government with a coalition government and assumed that the two 
were the same. This then restricted their mark into level 2 at the most. 

 
Script 1 
 

 



 

 



 

 
 
Examiner Comment 
 

This is an example of a low level 2 response. It fails to fully galvanise a 
description of a minority government and some of its statements can be 

misleading and inaccurate. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 

Script 2 
 

 

 



 

 
 
Examiner Comment 

 
This is a much more precise response. It does mention coalitions, but this 

does not distract from the overall accuracy of the detail which is 
subsequently supplied. 
 

 
 



 

Question 2 
 

This source question revolved around the significance of the 1997 General 
Election, covering some reasons for how it occurred and then briefly looking 

to the long-term consequences for the Labour Party since 2010. Only the 
1997 General Election is specifically mentioned on the specification – hence 
it is in scope to be examined given this inclusion. With the aid of the source 

many students could relate to the importance and ramifications of the 
election and knew that the Labour Party from that high in 1997 has failed to 

win the last four General Elections. The key to success on a Question 2 
which has equal amounts of AO1 and AO2 is to select a point or issue in the 
source and add further detail (knowledge AO1) and then seek to analyse 

and exploit that knowledge (AO2) 
 

Script 1 
 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 

Examiner Comment 
 

This is a level 3 script. It probes and expands on the information in the 
source and digs behind this to provide accompanying knowledge then goes 
on to analyse this widened platform. Note that the focus is mainly on the 

reasons behind the 1997 victory – but is does have a brief mention of the 
fall from power of Labour since 2010. 

 
Script 2 
 

 



 

 

 
 

Examiner Comment 
 

In contrast to the previous script this candidate has correct detail but fails 
to fully expand the AO1 and then underplays the potential for AO2. It is a 
level 2 response and clearly less detailed than the previous response. 



 

Question 3 
 

It is normal that question 3 with its demand for only AO2 and AO3 and its 
exclusion of AO1 provides a different challenge than question 2. It requires 

not only common synergy between the two extracts in the source – the 
similarities but then an evaluation and judgment on the areas where there 
is tension and disagreement in the extracts. It is normal that the remit of 

the disagreement furnishes more narrative and comment, and both aspects 
are not mandated to be of equal scope. Voting for prisoners is a topic well 

known to students. A small minority decided to largely ignore the source 
and discuss the pros and cons of prisoner voting on their terms. That is to 
be avoided as reward can only emanate from the source presented. 

 
Script 1 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 
Examiner Comment 

 
This is an excellent style in how to respond to a question 3 – though not a 

compulsory route – indeed there are many others. What the student here 
has done is to consider first the similarities and provided clear analysis and 
evaluation. A lengthier second section then does the same with the 

disagreements. Clearly a Level 3 response. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 

Script 2 
 

 

 

 
 



 

Examiner comment 
 

By contrast this is a much weaker response than the earlier one. It is less 
detailed but the key mistake it makes is that it tends to replicate the source 

back to us (which is AO1 and not rewardable) and thus fails to fully embark 
on a wider engagement with AO2 and AO3. It is imperative to base the 
response on the source – but a narrative which repeats largely the source is 

flawed when the major drive should be on analysis and evaluation. 
 

 
 
 

Question 4a 
 

Questions which involve pressure groups are always a favourite of politics 
students. This continued to prove true this series as more students chose 4a 
in preference to 4b as their essay. Few students encountered any major 

difficulty in providing examples of pressure groups or parties. It must be 
noted that some pressure group examples tended to be dated and not fully 

reflective of the contemporary role which pressure groups play now in 
political life. Weaker responses tended to simply state firstly ‘this is why 

pressure groups are more important’ – then provide narrative and comment 
on pressure groups followed by the same (though more restricted view) of 
political parties. Better responses used their narrative in a more 

constructive way and drew up analysis (often comparisons) between 
pressure groups and parties then made mini conclusion AO3 in the body of 

the essay and set up a productive dialogue as a profitable outcome. They 
then delivered a fully considered view of the merits of the arguments which 
were set before them 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



 

Script 1 
 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 
Examiner Comment 
 

This essay always has the focus of the question within its sights. It reflects 
and makes judgments (AO3) throughout the essay and contains many 

relevant examples and details. There is a clear sense of debate surrounding 
the question. It is a top-level response.   



 

Script 2 
 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 
 



 

Examiner Comment 
 

This essay clearly lacks the depth and scope of the former essay. It fails to 
provide an in-depth insight into the contested debate. There are examples 

and these are correct – good use of Extinction Rebellion, for example - but 
this is a level 3 response, and a greater scope is required to extract all the 
marks for each of the Assessment Objectives. 

 
 

 
 
 

Question 4b 
 

On the current specification there is a need to know not only the mechanics 
of different electoral systems in use in the UK – such as FPTP, AMS and STV 
- but also their outcomes or the results which they deliver in both 

Westminster and the Developed regions. With over 20 years of electoral 
outcomes in the devolved regions there is sufficient evidence of systems 

other than FPTP and their results, enough to draw comparisons and make a 
meaningful decision as to their impact. Hence this point seeks to stress the 

need-to-know results – not only in Westminster but elsewhere in the UK. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



 

Script 1 
 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 

Examiner Comment 
 

This script is an example of a level 2 response. It lacks detail and focus on 
the question. We see no results whatsoever from a field to compare results 
and outcomes. This lack of core ‘results knowledge’ thus undermines any 

developed and meaningful AO2 and AO3. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 

Script 2 
 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 
Examiner Comment 

 
By contrast this level 4 script builds up a much more convincing and 

authoritative base. From this base we can see the development of AO2 and 
AO3. It is clear that this student can enter a dialogue and discuss the 
impact of different electoral systems on outcomes. 

 
 

 
Paper Summary  
 

Based on their performance in this paper, students and Centres are offered 
the following advice:  

 
 

• Students need to remain focused on addressing the required 

Assessment Objectives, which is especially important on essays 

where there is parity between AOs. 

 
• This is equally important on the other sections of the papers where 

distinct AOs are targeted. 

 



 

• Always in a response keep a focus on the title and remit of the 

question. 

• On source questions it is important to remember the need to stick 

rigidly to the source content and not to deviate and introduce 

additional facts. 

 

• On essays note the rubric commands contained within the question 

and attempt to provide a balance – in short this means take a view 

on both sides of a contested issue. The balance does not need to be 

precise so long as other views are represented and discussed. 

 

• It is important to know outcomes. Results not only for Westminster 

but also devolved bodies are crucial. 
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