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SECTION  A

Answer all questions in this section.

There are 25 marks in this section.

1 (a) Figure 1 shows the vector diagram for two forces acting on an object at point P.
The diagram is drawn to scale with 1 cm representing 1 N.

Figure 1

Complete the vector diagram to determine the magnitude of the resultant force and the
angle between the resultant force and the force represented by PQ.

magnitude ...................................... angle .......................................
(3 marks)

(b) Calculate the magnitude of the resultant force when the same two forces act at P at
right angles to each other.
You must not use a scale diagram for this part.

resultant force .................................
(2 marks)

2 Figure 2 shows a system of forces acting on a uniform beam that is pivoted at its centre.

Figure 2

not to scale

S

P Q

uniform beam

d 0.20 m 0.25 m

5.5 N

4.4 N 7.5 N
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(a) Calculate the distance d for which the beam will be in equilibrium.

distance d .....................................
(3 marks)

(b) The beam has a weight of 9.5 N.  Calculate the magnitude of the force acting on the
pivot.

magnitude of force .....................................
(2 marks)

3 A metal wire has an area of cross-section 1.8 × 10�6 m2.  The charge carriers are electrons 
which move with a drift speed of 9.0 × 10�5 m s�1 when the current in the wire is 2.5 A.

electron charge = �1.6 × 10�19 C

Calculate
(a) the density of charge carriers (the number per m3) in the wire,

density of charge carriers.....................................
(2 marks)

(b) the number of electrons that pass each point in the wire in 1.5 ms when the current is
2.5 A.

number of electrons...................................
(2 marks)
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4 Figure 3 shows a network of resistors connected to a supply of negligible internal resistance.

Figure 3

(a) Calculate the total resistance of the network of resistors.

total resistance ......................................
(2 marks)

(b) The current in the 8.0 Ω resistor is 0.35 A.  

Calculate
(i) the current in each of the 14.0 Ω resistors,

current ................................

(ii) the emf of the supply.

emf .....................................
(3 marks)

8.0 Ω

14.0 Ω

6.0 Ω

14.0 Ω
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5 Figure 4 shows a circuit that is to be used as a sensor to monitor light intensity.

Figure 4

(a) State the full name of the component labelled X.

.............................................................................................................................................
(1 mark)

(b) Calculate the output voltage when the resistance of X is 1.8 kΩ.

output voltage .................................
(2 marks)

(c) (i) State and explain how the resistance of component X changes when the light
intensity falls.

....................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................

(ii) State how the output voltage of the sensor will change when the light intensity
falls.

....................................................................................................................................
(3 marks)

____
25

1.5 V
X

2.2 kΩ output voltage
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SECTION  B

Answer all questions in this section.

There are 50 marks in this section.

6 Figure 5 shows a skateboarder of mass 54 kg about to descend a curved ramp in a skate park.

Figure 5

The skateboarder can be assumed to be a rigid body during the motion.
acceleration due to gravity g = 9.8 m s�2

(a) At which of the points A, B, C or D is the magnitude of the acceleration greatest along
the track?

.............................................................................................................................................
(1 mark)

(b) The skateboarder is initially at rest.  Assuming that there is no frictional force acting,
calculate
(i) the kinetic energy the skateboarder would have at B,

kinetic energy ...................................

(ii) the speed of the skateboarder at B.

speed at B ...............................
(4 marks)

A

B
C

D

1.8 m 1.6 m1.8 m 1.6 m
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(c) The skateboarder has just enough energy to reach D because of friction.  The total
length of the track between A and D is 8.0 m.

Calculate
(i) the energy lost due to friction as the skateboarder moves from A to D,

energy lost ....................................

(ii) the magnitude of the overall frictional force assuming it to be constant.

frictional force ...............................
(4 marks)

(d) State and explain where on the track the skateboarder will have zero acceleration along
the track when there are frictional forces acting.

Two of the 5 marks in this question are available for the quality of your written
communication.

.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................
(5 marks)

____
14
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7 A driver of a car has to carry out an emergency stop when driving at 20 m s�1.  The graph in
Figure 6 shows how the speed of the car varies with time from the instant that the driver
notices the need to stop the car.

Figure 6

(a) (i) Calculate the deceleration of the car in m s�2, when the brakes are applied.

deceleration .................................... m s�2

(ii) The car has a total mass of 950 kg.  Calculate the decelerating force acting on the
car during braking.

decelerating force ..............................
(4 marks)

�

�

��

��

��

� � � � � � �

speed/m s�1

time/s
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(b) The driver has to perform this emergency stop when a lorry pulls out unexpectedly
from a side road 60 m ahead and stops in the path of the car.

(i) How far does the car travel before the driver applies the brakes in the emergency?

distance travelled ...............................

(ii) Do further calculations to determine whether the car stops before colliding with
the lorry.  State your conclusion clearly.

Conclusion ..................................................................................................................
(4 marks)

(c) The driver needs the same time to apply the brakes and has the same deceleration when
travelling at 10 m s�1.

(i) Show on Figure 6 how the speed of this car would vary with time from the
instant that an emergency rises.

(ii) Calculate the speed in km h�1 that corresponds to a speed of 10 m s�1. 

speed ............................. km h�1

(3 marks)
____
11
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8 Figure 7 shows how the resistance R of three electrical components varies with 
temperature θ in °C.

Figure 7

(a) Indicate below which one of A, B or C shows the correct graph for

a wire-wound resistor, .......................................

a thermistor, .......................................

a superconductor. ........................................
(2 marks)

(b) An experiment is performed at room temperature to find out how the resistance of a
wire-wound resistor varies with potential difference over the full range from 0 � 6 V.
The resistance is calculated using readings of potential difference and current.

(i) Complete the diagram below to show the circuit that includes a potential divider
to control the potential difference and the correct positions for an ammeter and
voltmeter.

A B C
R R R

0 θ/°C θ/°C θ/°C0 0

6 V wire-wound
resistor
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(ii) Figure 8 shows how the current in the wire-wound resistor varies with potential
difference.

Figure 8

Calculate the resistance of the wire-wound resistor when the potential difference
is 3.0 V.

resistance .........................................

(iii) Explain why the graph has the shape shown in Figure 8.

....................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................
(6 marks)

Question 8 continues on the next page

� � � ��

���

���

���

current/A

potential difference/V
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(c) The metal wire used to manufacture the wire-wound resistor has a resistance per metre
of 26 Ω and a diameter of 0.23 mm.  Calculate the resistivity of the material from
which the wire is made.

resistivity ........................................
(4 marks)

9 Pilot studies have been conducted for the building of a tidal barrage across the river Severn.
A barrage (a huge dam) enables electricity to be generated as the tide comes in.  The 
seawater can then be trapped behind the barrage and then more electricity can be generated
when the tide goes out and the trapped water is released.

A Severn barrage could have large turbines driving 200 generators which could provide
8000 MW of power for 12 hours each day.  This would provide the same electrical energy as
3 nuclear power stations.  At current rates the barrage would provide about 6% of the total
energy needs for England and Wales.

(a) A generator produces an output at 11 kV.  Calculate the output current produced by the
generator.

output current ..................................
(3 marks)

(b) Calculate the total electrical energy used each day in England and Wales suggested by
data in the above paragraph.  Give your answer in J.

energy per day ................................
(3 marks)

____
12
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(c) Capital costs and maintenance costs are two factors that need to be considered when
deciding whether building one tidal barrage across the river Severn is better than
building 3 nuclear power stations.

Write a short account comparing the advantages of using one system in preference to
the other.  Do not consider the capital and maintenance costs.

Two of the 7 marks in this question are available for the quality of your written
communication.

.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................
(7 marks)

END  OF QUESTIONS

____
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